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Beef Imports +1%   
in 2007.

UK Exports +44%

Bluetongue ‘import’
controls extended

Cattle 248-252p U3

Hoggets 290-295p

OCDS Info

News in brief

Comments - 
bulletin@lmcni.com

The volume of UK fresh/frozen beef imports increased by one per cent in 2007 to 238,300
tonnes.  However, the value of imports decreased by over two per cent to £604 million due
to a small fall in prices.  Imports of processed beef in 2007 decreased by 14 per cent to
69,000 tonnes, while corned beef imports grew 15 per cent to 50,800 tonnes.

UK BEEF IMPORTS INCREASE ONE PER CENT IN 2007
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Inside this Week

DATES FOR
YOUR DIARY

FQAS Liaison Officer - Not
sure what you need for your
inspection? 

Had an inspection and you’re not
sure how to deal with the action
points?

Linda will be at the following
marts next week:

Day w/c 10/03/08

Mon Kilrea Market

Wed Fane Valley Market

Thu Enniskillen Market

EU imports rise 3%, South American fall 6%
There was little change to fresh/frozen beef imports from ROI in 2007 at almost 146,000 tonnes,
but processed imports dropped by a quarter to 49,100 tonnes. Ireland was the major supplier of
fresh/frozen and processed beef to the UK with a combined 61 per cent share in those markets.
Imports from the Netherlands and Germany increased by 19 and 17 per cent respectively.
Imports of fresh/frozen beef from Brazil dropped by 10 per cent, but imports of processed beef
grew by 15 per cent to 17,400 tonnes and corned beef imports increased by 16 per cent to 41,200
tonnes. While imports from Uruguay rose 22 per cent to 9,300 tonnes, they decreased from
Argentina by almost one third to 3,450 tonnes. Imports from South America decreased by six per
cent to 38,600 tonnes.

UK Beef Fresh/Frozen Imports (tonnes)
Jan-Dec

2005
Jan- Dec

2006
Jan-Dec

2007
% change 

2007-2006
Jan/Dec

Import Share

Fresh & Frozen 239,895 235,721 238,315 +1 -

from EU-27 176,424 180,179 184,829 +3 78%
from non EU-27 63,471 55,542 53,486 -4 22%
Main Sources
ROI 136,540 144,988 145,944 +1 61%
Brazil 32,236 28,604 25,871 -10 11%
Increasing 06 to 07
The Netherlands 12,672 12,892 15,313 +19 6%
Germany 9,205 11,025 12,898 +17 5%
Uruguay 6,991 7,614 9,268 +22 4%
Namibia 5,862 3,524 4,823 +37 2%
Botswana 3,461 2,380 3,897 +64 2%
Decreasing 06 to 07
Australia 4,681 6,214 3,955 -36 2%
Argentina 9,084 5,015 3,453 -31 1%

Source: MLC

UK BEEF EXPORTS GROW 44 PER CENT IN 2007
UK beef exports increased by 44 per cent in 2007 to 58,700 tonnes and the value of exports grew
by 34 per cent to £124 million. The Netherlands accounted for a third of exports at almost 20,000
tonnes, while exports to ROI doubled to 18,500 tonnes. The French market expanded by 54 per
cent to 8,400 tonnes. In 2006 exports from NI accounted for 28 per cent of the UK trade and this
figure is expected to grow in 2007, due to the export bans in GB in the second half of the year.

BLUETONGUE “IMPORT” RESTRICTIONS EXTENDED
The NI Executive has agreed to extend the import controls in relation to Bluetongue Disease, which
came into effect on Saturday 1 March, until Thursday 13 March. Imports of female cattle over 12
months and female sheep over 6 months from Bluetongue restricted zones are suspended as a 
temporary and precautionary measure following the case of Bluetongue in animals imported to a
North Antrim farm. This case indicated that Bluetongue Disease can be transmitted from cows to
calves.

The meeting of the EU Standing Committee on Food Chain and Animal Health this week amended
the Bluetongue Regulation to strengthen movement controls, for pregnant animals from Bluetongue
restricted zones and these amendments should come into effect in the near future. DARD is
reviewing these amendments before deciding on its next course of action. To allow time for this
review the current imports controls have been extended.

NI BLONDE CLUB
ANIMAL NUTRITION

Open night,
Monday  10  March @7.45pm

in Chimney Corner Hotel
Newtownabbey,

''All Cattle Breeders
Welcome''
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Prime Beef Deadweight (p/kg)

UK & ROI CATTLE PRICES (W/E 01/03/2008)

Scotland Northern
England

Midlands
& Wales

Southern
England

Northern
Ireland

Rep of 
Ireland

Steers U3 252.1 249.0 251.7 242.7 251.1 246.2
U4 251.5 246.9 248.7 242.1 245.1 245.8
R3 251.2 243.7 240.9 236.3 246.6 243.1
R4 250.0 247.2 240.5 235.8 243.6 242.9
O3 239.8 234.1 229.7 224.0 235.8 235.8
O4 242.7 241.0 231.2 224.8 238.9 236.4

Average 248.1 241.9 237.7 228.6 242.3 -

Heifers U3 253.8 251.9 243.7 242.8 252.8 248.7
U4 252.9 249.2 247.9 240.7 248.6 -
R3 250.4 242.5 237.5 232.7 247.0 244.8
R4 249.5 244.0 238.9 233.6 243.2 245.3
O3 238.0 235.1 233.6 219.0 239.1 238.6
O4 243.4 236.0 231.0 221.9 235.5 238.1

Average 247.4 240.3 236.1 225.6 242.2 -

Young
Bulls

U3 236.7 238.3 230.5 239.5 251.4 248.7
R3 233.6 233.5 230.9 232.1 245.2 245.1
O3 220.3 221.1 220.8 212.3 230.8 237.2

Average 225.2 225.0 222.1 218.5 241.6 -

Prime Cattle 
Price Reported

7,343 5,239 4,950 3,877 5,298 27,082

Cows O3 185.5 177.0 182.3 168.8 199.2 203.8
O4 187.2 182.6 186.8 177.3 199.2 205.1
P2 150.7 136.6 147.8 126.9 144.9 172.9
P3 155.7 170.4 172.9 154.3 179.5 198.3

 NI Clean Cattle Slaughterings
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Notes 
(i) prices are p/kg Sterling;ROI prices converted at 1 Euro= 75.83p Stg. 
(ii) ROI prices are exclusive of 5.2% VAT. 
(iii) “4” includes 4L/4H; “O” includes O+/O/O. “U” includes -U/U+:“P” includes P-/P/P+
(iv) Prices are the total price paid inclusive of bonuses and top-ups.  
(v) Sources: MLC, LMC & Irish Dept of Agriculture.
(vi) Approximately 79% of NI and 60% of GB prime cattle are price reported.  

Quotes for prime cattle were unchanged at the majority of plants
at 250p for U3 grades, with one still quoting 252p for heifers.
Quotes fell by 2p to 248-250p for U3 grades at a couple of places.
There has been more cattle on the market over the past couple
of weeks, which has had an impact on prices. The plants have
indicated that the beef trade has become more difficult and they
have not been fully able to pass on their increased raw material
costs to their customers. Cows were unchanged at 200-206p.

Last  Week’s  Paid  Prices  
w/e 01/03/08

(Steers and heifers combined)

ROI & GB Price Comparisons

U3 252
R3 247
O+3 241

This  Week’s  Quotes
w/e 08/03/08

U3   248-252
R3    242-246
O+3 236-240

ROI Prices Unchanged
The plants tried to reduce
prices but reports suggest that
last week’s prices of 241-245p
for R grades were needed to
buy steers. There were some
deals at 249p, with better
heifers at 251-257p. Cow

quotes ranged 200-220p.
GB Marts Weaken Slightly
Steers and heifers eased
slightly to £113-£134/100kg at
the marts in GB, while cows
fell £3 to £88/100kg due to a
14 per cent rise in supplies.

Next   Week’s   Quotes
w/e 15/03/08

The was a degree of uncertainty about quotes for next week, but
most plants indicated a fall to 248p U3, with some hinting a lower
price. In light of falling cattle numbers reported in the December
2007 livestock survey, it remains to be seen if producers will sell
cattle at these reduced prices. Cows should remain at 200-206p.

Steers and heifers increased 1p to average 243p but young bulls
were unchanged at 242p. Cows were 13p higher at 184p/kg.

NI prices above England and Wales
The prices for R3/R4/O3/O4 grade steers and heifers last week
indicate that the NI average was a penny above the average in the
North of England and it was 6p and 12p/kg higher than in the
Midlands and Wales and in the South of England respectively. The
NI average for those grades was equal to ROI, but 5p lower than
in Scotland.
Supplies Rise
Total cattle slaughterings increased by six per cent to 9,120 head
last week, due to a seven per cent rise in the clean kill at 7,785
and a five per cent lift to cow and bull slaughterings to 1,335
head. At the same time the volume of cattle coming into NI for
slaughter increased by almost 90 per cent to approximately 850
head, which was nine per cent of the total kill.
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Beef Marts
(£/100kg liveweight)
(week ending 06/03/08)

Finished Cattle 
Prices were mostly steady
but they slipped for poorer
quality stock the week
before.
Steers
1st quality           135-162.
2nd quality          115-124.
Friesians             102-120.

Heifers  
1st quality           140-160.
2nd quality          110-134.

OTM Prime Cattle 125-139.

Beef Cows
1st quality            96-140.
2nd quality             58-90.

Dairy Cows
1st quality              81-98.
2nd quality             50-73.

Store Cattle
Prices remained strong in
most categories.

Store bullocks up to 400kg 
1st quality           141-176.
2nd quality          123-138.

Store bullocks 400-500kg 
1st quality           137-168.
2nd quality          125-135.

Store bullocks over 500kg
1st quality           128-151.
2nd quality          116-126.

Store heifers up to 350kg
1st quality           136-167.
2nd quality          112-128.

Store heifers over 350kg
1st quality           127-154.
2nd quality          111-124.

Dropped Calves  (£/Head)
It was a mixed week for
prices, with some rising,
while others dropped.

Continental bull calves 
1st quality           150-300.
2nd quality           65-125.

Continental heifer calves

1st quality           122-225.
2nd quality           55-113.

Friesian bull calves
1st quality            35-108.
2nd quality             10-30.
Holsteins                  2-5.

Sheep (p/kg)

Total NI Lamb/Hoggets Slaughterings
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This  Week’s  Quotes
w/e 08/03/08

Hoggets 290-295
Ewes 110

This  Week’s  Marts

Last  Week’s  Paid  Prices
w/e 01/03/08

The overall average price fell 4p to 266p last week. While
the deadweight price was up 6p at 290p, the liveweight
average dropped 110 to 249p. In GB the deadweight price
increased 8p to 280p.

France Firmer
Irish export prices increased by 7p
in France to 328p. Domestic
Lacunae lambs were making up to
364p and Spanish imports were at
335p. Imported legs of lamb from
New Zealand were reported to be
retailing for around £4.60/kg, almost
50 per cent lower than product
from the UK and Ireland.
Irish hoggets steady
Quotes for hoggets were unchanged
at 292-299p, with a few deals going
at 302-306p. They made £55-
£73/head at the marts. One plant
quoted the equivalent of 408p/kg for
spring lambs. Ewe prices increased
at a number of plants to 102-112p,
with deals paid to 135p by plants
exporting to GB. Mart prices went
from £17 to £58/head.
This week Irish prices are converted
at 1 Euro = 76.67p Sterling (3 day
average for the week) and exclude
5.2% VAT. The Euro has 
strengthened by over a penny on
Sterling, which has resulted in higher
converted prices.

Sheep prices up in GB
The average price for hoggets at the
marts in GB increased by another
3p to 252p. Ewes were £3 higher
than last week at £36/head, despite a
seven per cent increase in supplies.

Next  Week’s  Quotes
w/e 15/03/08

Quotes for hoggets are expected to continue at 290-295p.
Ewes should start at 110p, but more may have to be paid if
the mart trade remains strong.

The quotes for hoggets were unchanged at
most plants at 290p, but it was up 5p at one
factory at 295p. Supplies were adequate for
demand. Slaughterings so far in 2008 are 25
per cent lower than this time last year. The
trade in ROI was steady and there was
another rise in price in GB.
Quotes for ewes were unchanged at 110p.

Prices were up at some sales, but slightly weaker at others
with hogget quality a big factor behind the variation in
price. The ewe trade remained very strong at the marts.
Heavy ewes £44-£58
Medium quality £30-£42
Plainer ewes £15-£30/head.

SHEEP MART PRICES WEEK ENDED 06/03/08
No. of  Hogetts Av. price

(p/kg HW)

Fri 29 Killeter 450 265
Sat 1 Donemana 580 244-287

Omagh 754 205-291
Swatragh 870 260-292

Mon 3 Crumlin 586 255-290
Kilrea 580 249-288
Gortin 666 266-306

Tues 4 Martinstown 351 243-276
Saintfield 350 262

Rathfriland 532 268
Wed 5 Ballymena 1102 264

Enniskillen 395 255-278
Newtownstewart 214 260-290

Markethill 680 262
Thu 6 Downpatrick 385 257-295

Dungannon 50 240-265

The average price for hoggets increased by 3p
at the marts to 267p as supplies fell 10 per cent.



The latest NI herd figures from APHIS show that at the start of March 2008 there were 35,844 pre- August 1996 cattle
recorded in NI herds.  This represents a 38 per cent fall compared to March last year and a decrease of almost 57,000
cattle compared to January 2006, when the Older Cattle Disposal Scheme (OCDS) came in to replace the Over Thirty
Months Scheme (OTMS).  The decrease is shown in Figure one below. 
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CONTACT  US: Website:- www.lmcni.com Tel:- 028 9263 3000 Fax:- 028 9263 3001

FQAS Helpline:- 028 9263 3024    Classification Queries:- 028 9263 3012    

Producer Prices:- 028 9263 3000          Answer Phone:- 028 9263 3011           Textphone users:- 18001 028 9263 3023

"LMC does not guarantee the accuracy or completeness of any third party information provided in or included with this publication.
LMC hereby disclaims any responsibility for error, omission or inaccuracy in the information, misinterpretation or any other loss, dis-
appointment, negligence or damage caused by reliance on third party information".

Up to 19,000 pre-August 1996 cattle on farm 1 Jan 2009?
Figure two illustrates cattle entering the OCDS/OTMS between
2006 and 2008. The figures for January 2006 are distorted
because OTMS remained in operation until 22 January. There was
a large increase in throughput levels in the first three weeks of
that month, because the OTMS compensation payment rate was
generally higher than the OCDS payment.
Ignoring January 2006 gives an average monthly OCDS through-
put of approximately 1,700 head. If throughput levels for the rest
of 2008 remain at this average rate, then there could be up to
19,000 pre-August 1996 cattle still on NI farms at the end of 2008
when OCDS has ended. After 1 January 2009 all pre- August
1996 cattle will have to be disposed of at a cost to the producer,
without any compensation payment. Producers should consider

the implications of the ending of OCDS now and plan their culling
decisions accordingly. It could well be the case that the return on
a calf produced from a pre-August 1996 cow in 2009 will exceed
the foregone compensation payment for culling the cow in 2008.
Producers should start to make these calculations now. If 
everyone waits until December to cull these pre-August 1996
cattle the system will not be able to cope with the increase in
numbers.
OCDS rate increases £5 in March 2008
The Older Cattle Disposal Scheme rate for March 2008
increased by £5.11/head to £223.44 for pre August 1996 cattle.
The payment rate increased because the Euro strengthened by
two per cent between the end of January and February 2008,
which resulted in higher converted prices.

OVER 35,000 PRE AUGUST 1996 CATTLE STILL ON FARM

OTMS/OCDS Throughputs 2006-08
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