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EU beef forecasts

Cattle 258-260p U3

Hoggets 330-340p

Spring lambs 
380-400p

NI Cattle & Sheep 
slaughterings

Comments - 
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The latest EU Commission forecasts for the beef sector indicate that EU-27 beef 
production will fall six per cent to 7.6 million tonnes between 2007 and 2014.  Beef 
consumption is expected to decrease by three per cent over the same period, which should
lead to beef imports growing by 27 per cent to almost 750,000 tonnes in 2014.  This 
analysis  was conducted with the information available at the end of 2007 and therefore the
impact of the current EU ban on imports of Brazilian beef was not considered.  

EU BEEF PRODUCTION TO FALL 6% BY 2014
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Beef production falling
EU-27 beef and veal production is reported to
have fallen slightly in 2007 due to declining
cattle numbers and rising feed costs. Production
in 2007 totalled eight million tonnes, but by
2014 it is forecast to fall by 438,000 tonnes (six
per cent) to 7.6 million tonnes.
A number of factors will influence the beef 
market situation in the short and medium term,
including higher milk prices, the evolution of
feed prices and the impact of animal diseases
across the EU. The outbreak of Bluetongue in a
number of northern and central EU countries
could potentially affect production, for example
through a ban on live trade, increased mortality,
reduced fertility, or lower milk production. The
December 2007 decision to restrict Brazilian
beef imports and the subsequent ban at the end
of January 2008 will also affect future market
developments. The overall impact will depend
on the extent of the restrictions on Brazil.

Gradual decline in EU dairy herd
The major factors influencing the medium to
longer term projections for the beef sector are
the gradual decrease in the EU dairy herd (the
origin for two thirds of EU beef) and the
continued impact of decoupling. These factors
combined with rising cereal prices are forecast
to reduce the incentives for intensive beef pro-
duction systems. They will also reduce produc-
tion from unprofitable production and hence
overall output.
Market developments in the EU-12 countries
will have a moderate impact on these projec-
tions as these member states produce only 10
per cent of EU beef and consume just nine per
cent of output. Beef production in these mem-
ber states is almost entirely out of the dairy
herd and while there has been a small increase
in the number of beef cows in these countries in
recent years, they still only account for a small
percentage of the total beef cow herd.
(continued on page 4)

Beef market projections for the EU-27, 2005-2014 ('000 t cwe)
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The graph above shows rising EU beef imports and falling EU beef production and consumption.
Please note that the consumption and production lines are based on the left hand axis, with the net
imports line based on the right hand axis.
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Prime Beef Deadweight (p/kg)

UK & ROI CATTLE PRICES (W/E 05/04/2008)

Scotland Northern
England

Midlands
& Wales

Southern
England

Northern
Ireland

Rep of 
Ireland

Steers U3 256.1 263.8 257.5 251.6 256.6 260.7
U4 256.9 257.6 256.8 249.6 251.2 260.6
R3 254.1 252.2 250.9 246.7 251.0 257.1
R4 255.3 252.8 250.0 244.6 248.1 257.2
O3 246.4 242.5 240.8 234.1 240.5 248.5
O4 249.4 243.2 240.3 236.6 241.2 248.9

Average 253.9 249.3 247.3 238.2 246.4 -

Heifers U3 260.4 264.0 253.2 250.3 256.4 262.5
U4 258.6 256.7 254.3 250.2 252.6 -
R3 255.0 252.0 249.5 243.5 251.3 259.1
R4 254.3 248.6 249.2 243.4 249.6 258.5
O3 249.8 238.7 243.4 230.6 243.3 251.6
O4 250.8 239.8 241.2 232.9 239.8 251.3

Average 253.5 244.7 246.3 235.9 248.1 -

Young
Bulls

U3 246.5 245.0 246.9 253.1 254.3 261.0
R3 240.0 240.9 241.0 245.7 246.9 258.7
O3 227.8 226.4 231.7 228.7 233.5 250.0

Average 236.7 228.1 234.9 226.5 243.0 -

Prime Cattle 
Price Reported

6,092 5,443 4,974 4,683 2,033 25,266

Cows O3 203.8 186.9 210.9 180.1 198.5 216.7
O4 203.4 197.3 206.1 195.7 205.8 218.2
P2 159.2 140.7 167.9 156.6 148.6 185.9
P3 172.7 169.2 191.3 172.2 181.1 212.0

 NI Clean Cattle Slaughterings
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Notes 
(i) prices are p/kg Sterling;ROI prices converted at 1 Euro= 78.84p Stg. 
(ii) ROI prices are exclusive of 5.2% VAT. 
(iii) “4” includes 4L/4H; “O” includes O+/O/O. “U” includes -U/U+:“P” includes P-/P/P+
(iv) Prices are the total price paid inclusive of bonuses and top-ups.  
(v) Sources: MLC, LMC & Irish Dept of Agriculture.
(vi) Approximately 79% of NI and 60% of GB prime cattle are price reported.  

Quotes for prime cattle increased by 4p at the plants to 258p for
U3 grade steers and 260p for heifers. There were also reports of
some deals going above the quoted levels and on price down the
grades. Cows rose by 4-10p at some plants to 210-220p, mostly
214-220p. Prices have increased due to tight cattle supplies.
Slaughterings increased by almost a third to 7,060 head last week
compared to the reduced kill in Easter week, but this was 1,200
head lower than in the same week in 2007. The beef trade
remains difficult for the plants and they have been struggling to
negotiate higher prices for beef from their customers, despite the
reduction in supplies on the UK market.

Last  Week’s  Paid  Prices  
w/e 05/04/08

(Steers and heifers combined)

ROI & GB Price Comparisons

U3 257
R3 251
O+3 247

This  Week’s  Quotes
w/e 12/04/08

U3   258-260
R3    252-254
O+3 246-248

Irish slaughterings -11%
Irish cattle supplies so far this
year (to week ended 5 April)
have decreased by 11 per cent
to 404,400 head compared to
2007. There was a small
increase in quotes for R grades
at some plants at 253-258p,
with deals going at 262-264p.
There were reports that flat
rate pricing was becoming
more widespread and that O/R

grades were getting away at R
grade prices. Cows remained
firm at 212-237p.
GB marts steady
Steers and heifers were
unchanged at the marts in GB
at £140/100kg. Cow supplies
fell by 22 per cent and the
average increased £2 to
£97/100kg. Factory quotes
increased to 260p for R grades
in England.

Next   Week’s   Quotes
w/e 19/04/08

The indications were that prime cattle quotes could increase
again next week although the plants were not quoting above 260p
U3 at the time of writing. More plants may have to move to 220p
for cows to get adequate supplies.

The average price for steers and heifers increased 3p to 247p last
week while young bulls rose 5p to 243p. The cow average slipped
a penny to 186p.

Net inflow of cattle
Over the first three months of 2008 the volume of cattle coming
into NI for direct slaughter from GB and ROI increased by seven
per cent to 6,824 head. These ‘imported’ cattle accounted for
seven per cent of the NI kill. In contrast the number of cattle
leaving NI for slaughter in GB and ROI dropped 29 per cent to
4,904 head according to DARD statistics. ROI was the main
market for NI cattle taking almost 4,100 head, of which 83 per
cent were cows.
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Beef Marts
(£/100kg liveweight)

(week ending 10/04/08)

Finished Cattle 

Prime cattle prices
increased.
Steers
1st quality           140-167.
2nd quality          115-134.
Friesians             102-130.

Heifers  
1st quality           145-180.
2nd quality          118-138.

OTM prime cattle 128-155.

Beef Cows
1st quality           110-134.
2nd quality           78-100.

Dairy Cows
1st quality            87-112.
2nd quality             54-80.

Store Cattle
Prices increased in some
categories.

Store bullocks up to 400kg 
1st quality          158-184.
2nd quality          140-157.
Store bullocks 400-500kg 
1st quality           142-165.
2nd quality          120-139.

Store bullocks over 500kg
1st quality           140-156.
2nd quality          120-132.

Store heifers up to 350kg
1st quality           138-166.
2nd quality          121-136.

Store heifers over 350kg
1st quality           131-161.
2nd quality          115-127.

Dropped Calves  (£/Head)
Continental calf prices fell.

Continental bull calves 
1st quality           138-275.
2nd quality           75-115.

Continental heifer calves
1st quality           120-215.
2nd quality             55-90.

Friesian bull calves
1st quality            45-100.
2nd quality             15-42.

Sheep (p/kg)

Total NI Lamb/Hoggets Slaughterings
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This  Week’s  Quotes
w/e 12/04/08

Spring Lambs 380-400
Hoggets 330-340

Ewes 140

This  Week’s  Marts

Last  Week’s  Paid  Prices
w/e 05/04/08

The average price rose 13p to 314p last week. The deadweight
average increased 25p to 342p and the liveweight average was
up 8p at 296p. The average in GB increased 10p to 337p.

France falls
Demand for Irish product in
France eased and hogget prices
fell by 29p to 351p.
ROI prices drop
Quotes for hoggets dropped by
4-8p at the Irish factories to 310-
317p, although 325-332p was
needed to secure some supplies.
Mart prices fell £5-£6 to £55-
£83/head. Spring lamb quotes
decreased by 38-42p at the
plants to 385-393p. They also
dropped at the marts to £60-
£91/head. Ewes decreased by 8p
at the plants to 128p, but there
were some loads at 151p. Mart
prices fell by £12 to £20-
£63/head. This week Irish prices
are converted at 1 Euro = 79.48p
Sterling (3 day average for the
week) and exclude 5.2% VAT.
Another fall in GB
Sheep prices fell at the marts in
GB despite hogget and ewe sup-
plies falling. Hoggets fell 18p to
268p even though numbers at
the marts decreased by a
quarter. Spring lambs supplies
rose, albeit from a low level, and
the average fell 5p to 358p. Ewes
decreased by £8 to £39/head.

Next  Week’s  Quotes
w/e 19/04/08

Spring lambs are likely to continue at 380-400p as supplies
remain relatively low and one plant starts to kill lambs for a
supermarket order. Hoggets could start at 330-340p, but much
will depend on price movements in GB and ROI. Ewes could
remain at 140p.

Quotes for hoggets fell by 10-20p at the
plants to 330-340p. Some hoggets were
bought at 350p at the start of the week, but
weaker demand and falling prices at the marts
resulted in factory quotes easing as the week
progressed. Spring lambs fell 20p at some
plants to 380p but one was unchanged at
400p. Spring lamb numbers are still very small
and last week they made up approximately
eight per cent of the clean sheep kill. Lamb
and hogget prices also eased in GB, ROI and
France.

The average hogget price fell by 9p to 299p at the marts, with larger decreases at some marts later
in the week. The lamb average decreased by 29p to 360p. Ewe prices dropped by £5-£20 due to
weaker prices in GB. The best ewes were making around £75/head at the beginning of the week,
but later top prices were closer to £60/head.
Heavy ewes £45-£65/head
Medium quality £32-£44
Plainer ewes £15-30/head.

SHEEP MART PRICES WEEK ENDED 10/04/08
No. of

Hoggets
Av. price

(p/kg HW)
No. of
Lambs

Av. price
(p/kg HW)

Fri 4 Killeter 600 310-320
Sat 5 Donemana 503 365 27 399

Omagh 474 260-299 20 325-355
Swatragh 620 300-330 105 380-390

Mon 7 Crumlin 566 280-320 96 370-400
Kilrea 700 302-317 50 338-393
Gortin 670 295-328 93 380-401

Tues 8 Saintfield 340 300 50 370
Rathfriland 500 250-300 123 320-380

Wed 9 Ballymena 830 275 150 320
Newtownstewart 160 260-323 82 348-382

Markethill 500 250-280 50 350-381
Thu 10 Downpatrick 232 245-292 35 330-375
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CONTACT  US: Website:- www.lmcni.com Tel:- 028 9263 3000 Fax:- 028 9263 3001

FQAS Helpline:- 028 9263 3024    Classification Queries:- 028 9263 3012    

Producer Prices:- 028 9263 3000          Answer Phone:- 028 9263 3011           Textphone users:- 18001 028 9263 3023

"LMC does not guarantee the accuracy or completeness of any third party information provided in or included with this publication.
LMC hereby disclaims any responsibility for error, omission or inaccuracy in the information, misinterpretation or any other loss, dis-
appointment, negligence or damage caused by reliance on third party information".

Continued from page 1
Beef consumption to decrease
Overall beef consumption is projected to decline gradually over the medium term as rising incomes will be offset by increasing beef
prices and by the low consumer demand for beef in the Eastern European Member States (e.g. Slovenia and Slovakia). Total beef
consumption is projected to fall by 214,000 tonnes to 8.3 million tonnes in 2014. Per capita consumption in the EU-27 is expected
to fall by 0.6kg from 17.3kg in 2007 to 16.7kg in 2014.

Imports to rise 27%, Exports to fall 60%
The small drop in demand and falling domestic supplies are expected to result in firm prices over the projection period, which is
forecast to result in imports increasing by 27 per cent to 743,000 tonnes by 2014.
EU beef exports will to continue to fall over the projection period constrained by lower domestic production and decreasing price
competitiveness on international markets (due to rising domestic prices and lower prices in other exporting nations). Exports will
fall by 60 per cent compared to 2007 to 45,000 tonnes in 2014. Live exports will continue to decline due to the abolition of live
export refunds.

NI CATTLE AND SHEEP SLAUGHTERINGS

March
(4 weeks ended 29/03/08)

January - March
(13 weeks ended 29/03/08)

2007 2008 % Change 2007 2008 % Change

CATTLE - FOODCHAIN
Steers 16,283 13,526 -17 50,395 40,202 -20
Heifers 12,653 10,602 -16 41,802 35,027 -16
Young Bulls 2,860 2,693 -6 8,394 10,381 +24
Cows 4,262 4,379 +3 16,052 16,710 -13
Mature Bulls 240 189 -21 711 620 -
Calves - 41 - - 171 -
Total Cattle 36,298 31,430 -13 117,354 103,111 -12

CATTLE - CULL
Cows & Bulls 863 327 -62 4,947 1,792 -64
Emergency Slaughter 353 211 -40 1,042 508 -51
Total OTMS/OCDS 1,216 538 -56 5,989 2,300 -62

SHEEP
Lambs & Hoggets 45,486 28,571 -37 148,387 105,472 -29
Ewes & Rams 6,644 6,192 -7 18,847 21,875 +16
Total Sheep 52,130 34,763 -33 167,234 127,347 -24

The above figures are provisional; any amendment will be incorporated in the cumulative data (source DARD).

NI Cattle & Sheep Slaughterings

UK Beef and Lamb Supplies +3% in 2007
According to figures published by DEFRA, the volume of beef and sheepmeat in the UK market in 2007 increased by three per cent
to 1.5 million tonnes compared to 2006.
Beef supplies in the UK increased by two per cent to 1.1 million tonnes due to a four per cent rise in UK production to 888,400
tonnes and a one per cent increase in imports to 273,300 tonnes. UK beef exports grew by 45 per cent to 76,000 tonnes.
Total sheepmeat supplies increased by three per cent to just over 390,000 tonnes in 2007. UK sheepmeat production fell one per
cent to 330,000 tonnes and imports decreased by two per cent to 137,000 tonnes. Exports fell by 20 per cent due to the FMD export
bans in GB in the second half of last year, which led to a rise in supplies in the UK.


