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UK beef imports fall

Beef exports rise

Cattle 266-268p U3

Lambs 330p

New TB testing
rules

NI May Slaughter
Figures

Comments - 
bulletin@lmcni.com

Total UK beef imports fell marginally in the first quarter of 2008 compared to last year to just
over 58,000 tonnes.  The total value of imports grew by 13 per cent to £165 million for the
first three months.  Higher priced imports offset the small contraction in the volume of
imports.

SMALL FALL IN  UK BEEF IMPORT S
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Thur Downpatrick GB LAMB SALES SLOW
The TNS GB household survey for the 12 week period ending 18 May indicates that the volume of
lamb sales decreased by three per cent compared to the same period in 2007. The average retail
price increased by five per cent to £6.05/kg, which resulted in a one per cent rise in total
expenditure on lamb. Sales of minced lamb increased by 22 per cent, but shoulder and leg roasts
fell.

The figures for the four week period ending 18 May show a nine per cent contraction in the
volume of lamb sales compared to the same four weeks in 2007. While sales of cheaper cuts such
as mince and stewing lamb increased,the reduction in sales of chops and steaks outweighed them.
Total expenditure on lamb was steady at £48 million for the four week period due to a 10 per cent
rise in the average retail price.

UK BEEF EXPORTS INCREASE 18 PER CENT
Total UK beef exports increased by 18 per cent to 19,000 tonnes during the first quarter of 2008.
The Netherlands was the primary market for UK beef exports. The increased availabilty of cow
beef and the favourable euro/sterling exchange rate led to exports to the Netherlands growing by
almost 30 per cent to 7,200 tonnes. Exports to ROI increased by two thirds to almost 6,800
tonnes, but exports to France, Italy and Spain all contracted. The value of exports grew 26 per cent
to over £40 million.

Imports from EU countries dropped by two per cent, but they still accounted for 78 per cent of the
total trade. Imports from ROI dropped by three per cent and there was a marginal contraction in
the volume of beef coming in from the Netherlands. Imports from Germany grew by eight per cent
to take five per cent of the import market. Beef imports from Brazil decreased by 21 per cent dur-
ing the first quarter of this year. Imports in March were 75 per cent lower than in February as  the
ban on Brazilian beef begins to have a greater impact. There was a large rise in imports from
Uruguay and  imports from Argentina grew by just over a third.

UK Beef Imports (tonnes)
Jan-Mar

2006
Jan- Mar

2007
Jan-Mar

2008
% change 

2008-2007
Jan/Mar

Import Share

Fresh & Frozen 55,126 58,807 58,131 -1 -

from EU-27 43,667 46,138 45,441 -2 78%
from non EU-27 11,460 12,669 12,690 - 22%

Main Sources
ROI 35,233 36,940 35,656 -3 61%
Brazil 5,634 6,899 5,425 -21 9%

Increasing 07 to 08
Uruguay 2,212 1,881 4,836 +157 8%
Germany 3,185 2,567 2,774 +8 5%
Argentina 1,583 888 1,212 +36 2%

Decreasing 07 to 08
The Netherlands 2,535 3,482 3,749 -2 6%
Australia 1,146 845 481 -43 1%

Source:AHDB
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Prime Beef Deadweight (p/kg)

UK & ROI CATTLE PRICES (W/E 07/06/2008)

Scotland Northern
England

Midlands
& Wales

Southern
England

Northern
Ireland

Rep of 
Ireland

Steers U3 272.9 283.3 280.9 271.9 264.7 265.8
U4 272.2 278.1 278.0 271.1 258.9 267.4
R3 269.3 274.2 270.9 267.1 259.9 263.6
R4 269.2 275.3 269.1 266.0 258.8 263.5
O3 260.1 265.6 259.0 258.5 251.9 256.1
O4 262.8 269.7 259.5 258.1 251.9 256.1

Average 268.4 272.1 267.0 261.4 257.2 -

Heifers U3 274.4 281.6 279.4 273.3 266.3 270.1
U4 274.4 280.4 276.4 272.7 261.9 -
R3 268.0 273.9 269.8 266.5 260.8 266.9
R4 268.9 272.6 268.7 265.6 257.3 266.5
O3 257.7 265.6 259.3 256.6 252.8 258.6
O4 262.2 267.9 258.8 255.5 250.8 258.1

Average 267.0 270.1 266.3 259.4 257.9 -

Young
Bulls

U3 261.1 269.6 267.0 272.6 265.4 270.3
R3 257.4 264.1 261.9 261.6 258.8 266.8
O3 242.7 250.3 248.3 244.6 247.0 254.8

Average 253.4 258.6 258.0 252.2 256.3 -

Prime Cattle 
Price Reported

5,358 5,424 4,809 4,346 5,391 19,516

Cows O3 246.3 223.7 225.6 202.9 216.8 226.0
O4 243.3 227.2 220.4 211.2 224.0 226.8
P2 155.1 180.9 195.4 167.6 173.6 193.6
P3 185.9 212.0 201.9 183.9 206.5 220.8

 NI Clean Cattle Slaughterings
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Notes 
(i) prices are p/kg Sterling;ROI prices converted at 1 Euro= 79.19p Stg. 
(ii) ROI prices are exclusive of 5.2% VAT. 
(iii) “4” includes 4L/4H; “O” includes O+/O/O. “U” includes -U/U+:“P” includes P-/P/P+
(iv) Prices are the total price paid inclusive of bonuses and top-ups.  
(v) Sources: AHDB, LMC & Irish Dept of Agriculture.
(vi) Approximately 79% of NI and 60% of GB prime cattle are price reported.  

Prime cattle prices increased by 2p at the majority of plants. One
plant quoted 266p for U3 steers and 268p for heifers, but most
were at 266p for steers and heifers. A couple of plants reported
quotes at 264-266p U3. Cows increased by 2-4p at some facto-
ries to 232-234p,but others were unchanged at 230p. Total slaugh-
terings increased by three per cent to 7,700 head last week due
to a one per cent rise in the prime kill to almost 6,500 head and
an 11 per cent increase in cow and bulls slaughterings at 1,200
head. The plants were just getting enough cattle to meet demand.

Changing pattern of demand
The TNS household consumption survey for GB for the 12 week
period ending 18 May 2008 reports steady demand for beef com-
pared to the same period in 2007. The value of sales grew by five
per cent to £391 million, due to a five per cent rise in the aver-
age retail price to £5.45/kg. There was evidence that higher beef
prices and the general tightening in consumer spending were
affecting the pattern of consumption. Sales of more expensive
cuts of beef were replaced by cheaper alternatives. Demand for
steaks decreased by 13 per cent and roasts dropped by 9 to 12
per cent. However, sales of mince grew by 9 per cent. The most
recent figures for the four week period ending 18 May show a
two per cent drop in the volume of beef purchased as the aver-
age price increased by seven per cent. Sales of steaks dropped by
23 per cent compared to the same period in 2007, while purchas-
es of second quality stewing beef increased by 29 per cent.

Last  Week’s  Paid  Prices  
w/e 07/06/08

(Steers and heifers combined)

ROI & GB Price Comparisons

U3 266
R3 260
O+3 256

This  Week’s  Quotes
w/e 14/06/08

U3   266-268
R3    260-262
O+3 254-256

Price rise ROI
Prime cattle quotes increased
by 2-5p to 262-269p for R
grade stock. Bigger loads were
securing deals at 270-275p.
Cows ranged 215-228p, with
some making up to 236p.

Further increases in GB 
Steers increased £4 to
£154/100kg and heifers rose
£3 to £155/100kg at the marts
in GB. Prime supplies fell by 3-
6 per cent. Cows were up £2
at £109/100kg.

Next   Week’s   Quotes
w/e 21/06/08

Quotes are likely to start at 266-268p U3, but a rise is possible if
supplies prove slow to come. Other plants may have to increase
cow prices to the higher quotes of 232-234p.

The average price for steers and heifers increased 2p to 257p, but
young bulls slipped 1p to 256p. The cow average fell 4p to 213p.
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Beef Marts
(£/100kg liveweight)

(week ending 12/06/08)

Finished Cattle 

Numbers on sale
decreased.
Steers
1st quality           150-176.
2nd quality          120-145.
Friesians             124-142.

Heifers  
1st quality           145-171.
2nd quality          128-144.

OTM Prime cattle 127-146.

Beef Cows
1st quality           112-144.
2nd quality           85-103.

Dairy Cows
1st quality            95-116.
2nd quality             60-90.

Store Cattle
Prices were steady in most
categories.

Store bullocks up to 400kg 
1st quality           154-195.
2nd quality          138-152.

Store bullocks 400-500kg 
1st quality           145-175.
2nd quality          128-144.

Store bullocks over 500kg
1st quality           140-162.
2nd quality          128-137.

Store heifers up to 350kg
1st quality           140-175.
2nd quality          120-137.

Store heifers over 350kg
1st quality           133-163.
2nd quality          113-130.

Dropped Calves  (£/Head)
Bull calves were a steady
trade.

Continental bull calves 
1st quality           180-335.
2nd quality           85-150.
Continental heifer calves
1st quality           150-205.
2nd quality           70-135.

Friesian bull calves
1st quality            45-100.
2nd quality             25-38.

Sheep (p/kg)

Total NI Lamb/Hoggets Slaughterings
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This  Week’s  Quotes
w/e 14/06/08

Lambs 330
Ewes 130-135

This  Week’s  Marts

Last  Week’s  Paid  Prices
w/e 07/06/08

The NI average for lambs/hoggets dropped 28p to 313p. In
GB lambs fell 25p to 367p.

Market steady in France
Export prices for Irish lambs in
France were marginally firmer at
377p, but only small volumes were
going to that market. French lambs
were making in the region of 430p.

Prices recover in ROI 
Tighter supplies led to Irish factory
quotes increasing by 11-15p to
332p, but deals were reported at
340-343p for tougher sellers or
producers with large loads to sell.
Mart prices were slightly firmer at
£66-£75/head. The remaining
hoggets were making 264-302p.
Ewe prices increased by 4-8p at
some plants, others were
unchanged. Prices ranged 109-
125p, with deals done at 132p.
Ewes sold for £18-£60/head at the
marts. This week Irish prices are
converted at 1 Euro = 79.41p
Sterling (3 day average for the
week) and exclude 5.2% VAT.

Lambs rebound in GB
The average lamb price at the GB
marts increased by 15p to 337p.
Supplies at the marts increased by
five per cent to 67,000 head for
Monday to Wednesday, but this was
10,000 lambs fewer than in the
equivalent week in 2007. Hoggets
decreased 32p to 208p. Ewes
decreased £4 to £38/head.

Next  Week’s  Quotes
w/e 21/06/08

Lamb prices have been more volatile this year than usual due
to the supply situation and high retail prices. Indications are
that quotes will begin at 330p, but this will depend on how
prices develop at the marts. Ewes should start at 130-135p.

Lamb prices rebounded rising 10p to 330p.
Increasing prices at the local marts and rela-
tively tight supplies for the time of year were
behind the rise in the deadweight price. The
dry weather of the past month has restricted
grass growth, which has slowed the volume of
lambs coming onto the market. Prices also
increased in ROI and GB.
Ewe quotes were steady at 130p, but deals at
135p or above were going for producers sup-
plying large numbers.

The mart trade was firmer and the average price increased
by 22p to 328p. The rising prices led to supplies increasing
by 25 per cent compared to the week before. The ewe
trade was relatively steady, but top prices eased at some
marts. Heavy ewes £45-£63  Medium quality £33-£44  
Plainer ewes £20-£32/head.

SHEEP MART PRICES WEEK ENDED 12/06/08
No. of  Lambs Av. price

(p/kg HW)
Fri 6 Killeter 250 305-310
Sat 7 Donemana 643 320

Omagh 167 322-350
Swatragh 586 320-345

Mon 9 Crumlin 582 310-330
Kilrea 480 330-355
Gortin 520 310-361

Tues 10 Saintfield 540 320-343
Rathfriland 672 300-354

Wed 11 Ballymena 1010 321
Enniskillen 276 318-350

Newtownstewart 644 320-352
Markethill 500 300-345

Thurs 12 Downpatrick 468 300-325
Dungannon 50 293-328
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CONTACT  US: Website:- www.lmcni.com Tel:- 028 9263 3000 Fax:- 028 9263 3001

FQAS Helpline:- 028 9263 3024    Classification Queries:- 028 9263 3012    

Producer Prices:- 028 9263 3000          Answer Phone:- 028 9263 3011           Textphone users:- 18001 028 9263 3023

"LMC does not guarantee the accuracy or completeness of any third party information provided in or included with this publication.
LMC hereby disclaims any responsibility for error, omission or inaccuracy in the information, misinterpretation or any other loss, dis-
appointment, negligence or damage caused by reliance on third party information".

NI CATTLE AND SHEEP SLAUGHTERINGS

May (4 weeks ended 31/05/08) January - May (22 weeks ended 31/05/08)

2007 2008 % Change 2007 2008 % Change

CATTLE - FOODCHAIN
Steers 16,844 13,830 -18 86,053 70,390 -18
Heifers 10,850 10,695 -1 66,309 58,799 -11
Young Bulls 4,623 3,650 -21 17,197 17,133 -
Cows 3,334 4,030 +21 23,958 26,706 +11
Mature Bulls 195 309 +58 1,169 1,227 +5
Calves 10 73 - 10 316 -
Total Cattle 35,856 32,587 -9 194,696 174,571 -10

CATTLE - CULL
Cows & Bulls 619 670 +8 6,389 3,326 -48
Emergency Slaughter 206 143 -31 1,663 934 -44
Total OCDS 825 813 -1 8,052 4,260 -47

SHEEP
Lambs & Hoggets 49,993 38,795 -22 258,967 183,605 -29
Ewes & Rams 6,423 5,335 -17 34,951 35,954 +3
Total Sheep 56,416 44,130 -22 293,918 219,559 -25

The above figures are provisional; any amendment will be incorporated in the cumulative data (source DARD).

A new rule will apply to single animals that have not been tested in the last 15 months. Individual animals may miss annual herd tests
because, for example, they have moved between herds. Such animals will go a long time without being tested. They are a potential
threat to the herds through which they subsequently move, and because the annual test of a herd can currently be considered over-
due because of one missed animal, the herd in which they are resident may have movement restrictions imposed until the test has
been carried out.

DARD TO INTRODUCE NEW TB TESTING RULE 

From 5 July 2008 a technical adjustment will be made to the TB
testing programme to target these animals. From that date, any
individual animals that have not been tested for TB in the previ-
ous 15 months will be restricted on-farm. They will not be per-
mitted to move off farm except, to go directly to immediate
slaughter in NI. Only the individual animal that has missed being
tested within 15 months will be restricted, not the whole herd.
The restrictions will be lifted from the animal once a clear TB test
result for the animal has been obtained.

Producers will have up to the 5 July to check if any animals cur-
rently within their herds have not had a TB test within the last 15
months.This can be done in two ways by:
1. logging on to APHIS on-line; or 
2. contacting their local Divisional Veterinary Office.
If there is an animal in the herd that needs to be tested, its move-
ment will be restricted, and it will be tested as part of the next
scheduled herd test. If producers wish to have the restriction on
the animal removed sooner, it will have to be tested privately, and

the producer will be responsible for arranging and paying for this
private test.

Potential buyers of animals should find out when the animal was
last TB tested.The seller should be able to give you this informa-
tion, or such information is available to marts via APHIS on-line.
At the larger livestock markets, buyers will be able to see the date
of the last TB test for an animal on the display board over the ring
at the time of sale. Although animals that have not been tested
within the last 15 months will be restricted on farm, and will not
be eligible for sale in marts, the responsibility for checking when
the animal last had a TB test will rest with buyers.

Producers planning to move or sell animals from 5 July onwards
should check their test status on the 4 July, as a restriction will
apply on 5 July to any animal that has not been tested. For more
information, check the DARD website at www.dardni.gov.uk.
Alternately, contact your local Divisional Veterinary Office who
will be happy to help.


