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The Northern Ireland Cattle Electronic Identification (EID) Working Group is continuing to make
good progress towards the introduction of EID in the Northern Ireland beef industry. The
adoption of EID and EDT (Electronic Data Transfer) across the sector has significant potential to
reduce the administrative burden and risks associated with reading tags manually at marts and meat
plants. It will also reduce the time taken for animal disease tests and herd identity inspections and
improve the health and safety of farmers and animals from trying to read manual tags in crushes.
Furthermore, farm management practices will be improved through the adoption of EID reading sys-
tems on farms, whilst giving consumers the ultimate product traceability.

In preparation for the roll out of EID across Northern Ireland, the Working Group would strongly
encourage farmers, when next ordering cattle tags, to purchase EID-tag sets (1 flag + 1 EID button
or EID flag) for identifying newborn calves.Tag suppliers are preparing to supply the new tag sets
and all of them should be ready within the next few weeks.

EID-tag sets from DARD approved manufacturers with specific approval for EID are already avail-
able and prices should start from a price similar to that of current flag-tag sets. A list of  EID
approved suppliers is available on the DARD website. Farmers may continue to use existing stocks
of flag-tags, but the animals tagged with these tags will, need an extra EID-tag before going to slaugh-
ter in Northern Ireland . It is expected that, by September, most Northern Ireland abattoirs will be
requiring cattle presented for slaughter to have EID tags.

David Rutledge, Chairman of the EID Working Group said, “This initiative will help the industry
respond  to DARD’s decision to withdraw its veterinary staff from data capture activities at meat
plants and livestock markets. A strong case has been put to DARD for financial support to fund
Electronic Identification of the existing herd and the Working Group is expecting DARD’s decision
on this by the end of June.The entire cattle industry is committed to making this initiative work,
and over the coming months a sequence of steps is planned that will see abattoirs equipping lairages
with EID readers, newborn calves continuing to be tagged with EID-tag sets, the existing cattle herd
being identified with a third EID-button tag, and livestock markets equipping their premises with EID
reading technology.The Working Group is confident that a rapid transition to EID can be delivered
and as soon as the various steps are completed real efficiency benefits can begin to flow to all par-
ticipants in the cattle supply chain”.

The EID Working Group has met regularly over the last eight months. It is chaired by LMC and com-
prised of UFU, NIAPA, NBA (NI), Northern Ireland Meat Exporters’ Association, Northern Ireland
Livestock Auctioneers’ Association, and United Kingdom Electronic Identification Association.There
has been a technical input to the Working Group from DARD APHIS and DARD CAFRE.

CATTLE  E ID   TO  START

Brazilian fresh/frozen beef exports decreased by 28 per cent
during the first quarter of 2008 compared to the same peri-
od in 2007. Exports fell by almost 100,000 tonnes to 253,000
tonnes. Exports to the EU dropped by 54 per cent to 23,000
tonnes so far this year. They are expected to come to a com-
plete halt during the second quarter of 2008, when the full
impact of the EU ban on Brazilian beef kicks in. Beef already
in transit to the EU before the ban was put in place was
allowed to enter the EU until the middle of March 2008.
The graph opposite illustrates the volume of Brazilian beef
entering the UK in the first quarter of 2006 to 2008. Beef
exports to the UK accounted for less then two per cent of
UK beef consumption in 2008, compared to approximately
six per cent in the first three months of 2006.

BRAZIL IAN BEEF  EXPORTS FALL  28 PER CENT
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Prime Beef Deadweight (p/kg)

UK & ROI CATTLE PRICES (W/E 10/05/2008)

Scotland Northern
England

Midlands
& Wales

Southern
England

Northern
Ireland

Rep of 
Ireland

Steers U3 272.0 272.9 274.6 267.9 261.0 258.6
U4 271.5 271.1 272.1 266.8 256.6 259.7
R3 265.8 267.7 266.0 261.3 256.0 254.1
R4 268.2 268.3 266.6 259.7 252.1 254.7
O3 253.5 257.3 257.5 250.5 245.7 245.4
O4 259.0 260.1 255.6 250.6 246.6 246.3

Average 266.1 264.0 263.7 255.0 251.6 -

Heifers U3 270.4 273.4 275.4 269.2 262.6 262.3
U4 271.7 272.0 270.5 265.5 257.5 -
R3 264.1 266.2 265.5 258.9 256.3 258.2
R4 267.0 264.2 263.8 257.4 251.9 258.8
O3 252.3 253.7 258.1 252.0 247.3 248.2
O4 258.4 254.9 258.0 247.1 245.4 247.8

Average 264.8 260.0 262.7 251.9 253.4 -

Young
Bulls

U3 259.7 260.7 264.2 266.5 261.5 262.2
R3 255.2 257.2 258.0 257.9 255.1 257.1
O3 236.7 242.9 244.4 245.0 243.6 245.7

Average 250.1 250.1 256.9 247.6 251.7 -

Prime Cattle 
Price Reported

5,551 4,897 4,242 3,954 3,046 20,617

Cows O3 220.2 205.0 223.6 203.0 210.9 219.9
O4 225.1 206.1 228.7 199.9 214.2 219.8
P2 175.0 145.8 183.0 161.4 160.6 185.1
P3 177.6 184.3 202.4 183.3 190.3 213.7

 NI Clean Cattle Slaughterings
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Notes 
(i) prices are p/kg Sterling;ROI prices converted at 1 Euro= 78.82p Stg. 
(ii) ROI prices are exclusive of 5.2% VAT. 
(iii) “4” includes 4L/4H; “O” includes O+/O/O. “U” includes -U/U+:“P” includes P-/P/P+
(iv) Prices are the total price paid inclusive of bonuses and top-ups.  
(v) Sources: MLC, LMC & Irish Dept of Agriculture.
(vi) Approximately 79% of NI and 60% of GB prime cattle are price reported.  

Quotes for steers and heifers were unchanged for the fourth
week in a row, remaining at 260-262p for U3 grades. The cow
trade was also steady at 210-226p, mostly 220-226p. The
factories indicated that supplies of cattle were good as more
producers sold their remaining housed cattle. Some suggested
that numbers could hold up for next week, but others indicated
that supplies may be slightly lower. Total slaughterings dropped by
nine per cent to just over 7,800 adult cattle last week because
some plants were closed for the bank holiday on Monday.

Demand steady in April 2008
The TNS household consumption survey for GB for the four
weeks ending 20 April 2008 reports that demand for beef was
unchanged compared the same period in 2007. The average retail
price increased six per cent to £5.41/kg, which resulted in
expenditure rising to £133 million. Demand for stewing beef
grew by 31 per cent and sales of mince increased by 18 per cent.
However, sales of steaks dropped eight per cent and demand for
roasts decreased by one third compared to 2007. The number of
households purchasing beef increased to 59 per cent of the
sample, but the average volume purchased fell three per cent to
1.7kg. This information reflects reports that demand for beef is
under pressure, particularly at the top end of the trade, as some
consumers struggle to cope with the rise in household costs (e.g.
rising food prices, higher fuel costs, increased utility bills).

Last  Week’s  Paid  Prices  
w/e 10/05/08

(Steers and heifers combined)

ROI & GB Price Comparisons

U3 262
R3 256
O+3 250

This  Week’s  Quotes
w/e 17/05/08

U3   260-262
R3    254-256
O+3 248-250

Irish prices steady
Quotes were unchanged at the
plants at 253-258p for R grade
steers, with heifers making
261-266p. Cows were slightly
firmer at 211-232p.

Supplies up at GB marts
Prime supplies increased by 25
per cent a the marts and the
average price slipped £1 to
£144/100kg. Cow numbers
grew by a third, but the average
rose £3 to £102/110kg.

Next   Week’s   Quotes
w/e 24/05/08

Indications are that quotes will continue at 260-262p for prime
cattle and 210-226p for cows.

The average price for steers and heifers increased 1p to 254p,
young bulls rose 4p to 255p, but cows fell 2p to 205p.
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Beef Marts
(£/100kg liveweight)

(week ending 15/05/08)

Finished Cattle 

There was little change to
prices.
Steers
1st quality           150-171.
2nd quality          121-145.
Friesians             107-133.

Heifers  
1st quality           142-173.
2nd quality          120-134.

OTM Prime Cattle 125-147.

Beef Cows
1st quality           105-148.
2nd quality           88-100.

Dairy Cows
1st quality            88-112.
2nd quality             55-82.

Store Cattle
It was another week of
strong prices.

Store bullocks up to 400kg 
1st quality           160-191.
2nd quality          134-158.

Store bullocks 400-500kg 
1st quality          140-180.
2nd quality          122-138.

Store bullocks over 500kg
1st quality           139-160.
2nd quality          122-138.

Store heifers up to 350kg
1st quality           147-177.
2nd quality          130-142.

Store heifers over 350kg
1st quality           142-170.
2nd quality          127-139.

Dropped Calves  (£/Head)
Bull calves increased in
price after falling in the pre-
vious week.

Continental bull calves 
1st quality           165-302.
2nd quality             45-75.

Continental heifer calves
1st quality           135-230.
2nd quality           50-100.

Friesian bull calves
1st quality            55-107.
2nd quality             20-50.

Sheep (p/kg)

Total NI Lamb/Hoggets Slaughterings
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This  Week’s  Quotes
w/e 17/05/08

Lambs 380
Hoggets 300

Ewes 130

This  Week’s  Marts

Last  Week’s  Paid  Prices
w/e 10/05/08

The average price for lambs/hoggets increased by 19p to 351p as
more lambs were included in the mix. Hoggets in GB increased
28p to 336p and lambs rose 8p to 391p/kg deadweight.

France unchanged
Supplies are still relatively
tight in France and Irish lamb
exports have been making
407-414p.
Irish prices creep up
Quotes for lambs at the
export plants increased by 4-
11p to 362-365p. The butch-
ers’ trade remained strong
paying 377p for suitable
lambs. Mart prices were £63-
£84/head. Hogget quotes
increased by 10p at some
plants to 279-286p, with the
home market paying up to
309p for the best hoggets.
Ewes increased 8p at some
plants to 105-113p, and there
were deals paid to 121p. This
week Irish prices are con-
verted at 1 Euro = 79.26p
Sterling (3 day average for the
week) and exclude 5.2% VAT.
GB eases
Spring lamb supplies
increased by 15 per cent at
the marts in GB which led to
prices falling 7p to 374p.
Hogget numbers fell 15 per
cent and their average
dropped a penny to 293p.
Ewes increased £1 to
£41/head.

Next  Week’s  Quotes
w/e 24/05/08

Lambs are expected to remain at 380p, but if prices increase
elsewhere then the NI plants may have to follow suit. Much will
depend on lamb supplies increasing. Hoggets should hold at
300p, with ewes at 130p.

Quotes for spring lambs increased 10p at the
plants to 380p as lamb prices rose at the
marts. Hoggets were a steady trade at 300p
at the couple of plants still looking for them in
any numbers. Figures from DARD for last
week indicate that lambs made up over 60 per
cent of clean sheep marketings last week,
which gives a firm indication that hogget sup-
plies are drying up. Hoggets supplies have
similarly decreased in ROI and GB.
The ewe trade was unchanged at 130p at the
plants.

Spring lamb numbers almost doubled, but the average price
increased by 11p to 379p. Steady demand and relatively scarce
supplies were the reason for the increase. Hoggets fell 2p to
259p. Ewes were a similar trade to last week.

SHEEP MART PRICES WEEK ENDED 15/05/08
No. of

Hoggets
Av. price

(p/kg HW)
No. of
Lambs

Av. price
(p/kg HW)

Fri 9 Killeter 100 320 200 370-375

Sat 10 Donemana 230 395
Omagh 225 234-270 322 379-393

Swatragh 350 240-280 620 370-396
Mon 12 Crumlin 302 350-390

Kilrea 30 255-261 400 390-396
Gortin 627 372-401

Tue 13 Saintfield 50 265-278 460 382-400
Rathfriland 100 220-270 440 350-395

Wed 14 Ballymena 210 240 580 370
Enniskillen 200 350-385
Markethill 650 350-383

Newtownstewart 37 250-316 240 352-393

Thu 15 Downpatrick 222 350-375
Dungannon 50 340-379
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CONTACT  US: Website:- www.lmcni.com Tel:- 028 9263 3000 Fax:- 028 9263 3001

FQAS Helpline:- 028 9263 3024    Classification Queries:- 028 9263 3012    

Producer Prices:- 028 9263 3000          Answer Phone:- 028 9263 3011           Textphone users:- 18001 028 9263 3023

"LMC does not guarantee the accuracy or completeness of any third party information provided in or included with this publication.
LMC hereby disclaims any responsibility for error, omission or inaccuracy in the information, misinterpretation or any other loss, dis-
appointment, negligence or damage caused by reliance on third party information".
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1 2 3 4L 4H 5 Total
E 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.1
U 0.0 0.1 1.1 1.3 0.8 0.3 3.6
R 0.1 0.4 3.7 5.0 4.0 2.2 15.3
O+ 0.1 0.7 5.8 6.7 4.7 2.5 20.5
O 0.1 0.7 6.3 5.1 2.3 0.8 15.3
O- 0.1 1.2 9.1 4.2 1.0 0.3 15.9
P+ 0.4 3.3 10.9 2.5 0.5 0.1 17.7
p- 4.7 4.3 2.5 0.1 0.0 0.0 11.6

Total 5.4 10.8 39.3 25.0 13.4 6.1 100
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Fat Class
1 2 3 4L 4H 5 Total

E 0.1 1.4 1.9 0.0 0.0 0.0 3.5
U 0.5 9.7 24.8 1.3 0.1 0.0 36.4
R 0.3 6.5 17.0 1.1 0.1 0.0 25.0
O+ 0.2 2.9 7.7 0.3 0.0 0.0 11.1
O 0.2 3.9 7.6 0.1 0.0 0.0 11.8
O- 0.3 4.1 4.9 0.0 0.0 0.0 9.3
P 0.3 1.7 0.9 0.0 0.0 0.0 2.9

Total 1.8 30.3 64.8 2.9 0.2 0.0 100
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Fat Class
1 2 3 4L 4H 5 Total

E 0.0 0.1 0.4 0.1 0.0 0.0 0.6
U 0.0 1.1 11.7 6.4 1.7 0.1 21.1
R 0.0 1.6 25.5 16.4 6.0 0.7 50.2
O+ 0.0 0.8 12.0 5.9 2.3 0.4 21.4
O 0.0 0.3 2.3 1.2 0.5 0.1 4.4
O- 0.0 0.1 0.9 0.4 0.1 0.0 1.6
P 0.0 0.1 0.5 0.1 0.0 0.0 0.8

Total 0.2 4.1 53.3 30.4 10.7 1.3 100
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Fat Class
1 2 3 4L 4H 5 Total

E 0.0 0.2 0.4 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.7
U 0.1 2.6 14.7 3.5 0.6 0.0 21.6
R 0.1 3.4 26.8 8.3 1.7 0.1 40.4
O+ 0.1 1.7 13.4 2.8 0.5 0.0 18.5
O 0.1 1.1 6.6 0.9 0.1 0.0 8.7
O- 0.1 1.5 5.7 0.3 0.0 0.0 7.5
P 0.1 0.9 1.5 0.0 0.0 0.0 2.5

Total 0.5 11.4 69.1 16.0 2.9 0.1 100

BEEF CARCASE QUALITY IMPROVES IN 2007

Table 1 - STEERS

Table 2 - HEIFERS

Table 3 - YOUNG BULLS

Table 4 - COWS

An analysis of the cattle classification
results for 2007 shows an improvement
in the percentage of prime cattle in NI
falling into the ‘golden box’. There was
also an improvement in the percentage
of cows grading O+3,4L or 4H or
better compared to 2006.
The tables opposite show the percent-
age distribution of cattle carcases in the
classification grid in 2007.

Prime cattle
54% of steers graded in the ‘golden box’
or premium grade specification (defined
as E3/E4L/U3/U4L/R3/R4L grades) in
2007, an improvement of three percent-
age points compared to 2006. A two
point increase in the percentage of U3
grade steers was the main reason for
the overall rise. 60% of heifers met the
’golden box’ grade specifications, a rise
of one percentage point compared to
2006. Young bulls improved from 40 per
cent ‘golden box’ in 2006 to 46 per cent
in 2007.

Average carcase weights for prime
cattle increased in 2007, which could
explain some of the improvement in the
grading results. The average carcase
weight for steers grew by 6kg to 335kg
in 2007, heifers increased by 4kg to
306kg and young bulls were 11kg heav-
ier in 335kg.

Cows
Cow grades improved by four percent-
age points in 2007 to 33 per cent of
cows falling into the top price bracket.
This is represented by the shaded area
in table four. While the average cow
carcase dropped 2kg to 319kg in 2007,
grades improved due to a 3 point
increase in the percentage of cows in fat
class 3 and a 2 point drop in the per-
centage of cows falling into fat class 5.

75% NI Cattle classified
The classification results are based on a
sample of 75 per cent of total NI cattle
slaughterings. 79 per cent of prime cat-
tle slaughterings (309,000 head) and 56
per cent of cow slaughterings are
included in the analysis.

Premium Grades - 53.9%

Premium Grades - 60.5%

Premium Grades - 46.2%

Premium Grades - 33.1%


