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Total UK beef production in January 2008 decreased by one per cent to 82,700 tonnes 
compared to 83,800 tonnes last January.  Beef production decreased due to a six per cent
fall in prime cattle slaughterings.  This decrease led to price increases across the UK.  The
largest increase in price occurred in NI, where there was the biggest reduction in prime
cattle supplies.  NI prices increased by an average of 17p during January.  

CATTLE PRICES RISE AS UK BEEF PRODUCTION FALLS

Bulletin
Inside this Week

DATES FOR
YOUR DIARY

FQAS Liaison Officer - Not
sure what you need for your
inspection? 

Had an inspection and you’re not
sure how to deal with the action
points?

Linda will be at the following
marts next week:

Day w/c 25/02/08

Mon Omagh Market

Wed Camlough Market

Fri Rathfriland Market

New Zealand Sheepmeat Exports Rise 8% in 2007
Total New Zealand sheepmeat exports increased by eight per cent last year to just over 400,000
tonnes. This was an increase of 30,000 tonnes compared to 2006. Lamb exports grew by six per
cent to almost 331,000 tonnes and mutton exports increased by 19 per cent to just under 70,000
tonnes. Exports grew due to a six per cent rise in total production in the 2006/07 season.
Pattern of exports changes

The drought conditions in New Zealand in 2007 had a significant impact on production. Lamb 
carcases were lighter and slaughterings occurred earlier in the season compared to the normal
pattern. This meant that exports over the first half of the year increased by 13%, which was 
followed by a two per cent fall in the latter half of 2007 compared to 2006.
The volume of exports to the UK was unchanged in 2007 at 174,000 tonnes. There was an 11 per
cent rise in exports in the UK in the first half of 2007, with particularly strong increases in February
and March. Exports dropped 17 per cent in the latter half of 2007. The change in the pattern of
New Zealand exports in 2007 partially explains why NI prices between March and July 2007 were
roughly 30p lower than during the same period in 2006.

Prime slaughterings -6%
There was a six per cent fall in UK prime
slaughterings to 193,000 head in January, but an
increase in the average carcase weight resulted
in only a four per cent fall in prime beef 
production to 65,500 tonnes. In NI prime
slaughterings dropped by 19 per cent to 30,400
head, while in England and Wales the decrease
was three per cent to 119,000 head. The prime
kill in Scotland dropped four per cent to almost
43,700 cattle. The 19 per cent drop in prime
slaughterings in NI resulted in the average price
for R3/R4/O3/O4 grade steers and heifers
increasing by 17p to 222p. In Scotland the

equivalent grades increased by 9p to 227p, while
in England and Wales they rose 16p to 223p.
Beef from adult cattle +10%
Beef produced from adult cattle increased by 10
per cent to 17,200 tonnes as slaughterings rose
four per cent and the average carcase weight
increased eight per cent. While the expected
increase in beef production from cows and bulls
offset some of the fall in prime beef production
there was still an overall drop in production. As
a result O3 cow prices in NI increased by 14p
to 168p/kg during January, while in England and
Wales they were up 23p at 153p. Scottish prices
were 32p higher at 157p for O3 grades.

New Zealand lamb exports
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Figure 1: New Zealand exports in 2007 peaked in March, a month earlier and almost 5,400 tonnes
higher than in 2006.

Figure 1
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Prime Beef Deadweight (p/kg)

UK & ROI CATTLE PRICES (W/E 16/02/2008)

Scotland Northern
England

Midlands
& Wales

Southern
England

Northern
Ireland

Rep of 
Ireland

Steers U3 242.9 244.8 246.4 245.4 243.0 237.3
U4 243.1 243.8 246.0 244.8 238.0 238.2
R3 240.8 238.6 239.8 236.2 237.4 234.2
R4 240.8 239.9 240.8 235.2 235.0 234.5
O3 227.7 225.3 226.0 223.2 228.5 227.5
O4 233.9 228.7 229.8 224.9 230.5 228.0

Average 239.1 234.1 235.6 226.9 234.7 -

Heifers U3 243.1 240.3 249.8 239.4 243.0 239.3
U4 244.7 242.8 244.4 242.3 239.3 -
R3 238.7 237.7 238.0 234.8 238.1 235.9
R4 239.9 236.1 237.8 232.6 234.7 236.3
O3 225.2 227.3 227.0 219.4 231.8 230.2
O4 235.6 227.7 229.0 223.2 232.2 230.0

Average 238.6 232.3 234.1 227.0 235.7 -

Young
Bulls

U3 226.7 230.9 238.6 238.6 242.8 238.8
R3 220.8 228.3 230.8 233.6 236.2 235.8
O3 208.7 216.1 216.2 218.2 226.0 228.3

Average 213.4 220.7 222.4 221.3 233.8 -

Prime Cattle 
Price Reported

7,127 5,409 4,882 4,248 3,959 23,963

Cows O3 173.4 167.0 176.5 154.0 175.0 195.7
O4 178.8 169.7 174.1 162.4 173.5 196.3
P2 140.6 126.1 135.8 120.0 138.2 163.6
P3 141.9 154.3 149.2 137.5 160.3 187.7

 NI Clean Cattle Slaughterings
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Notes 
(i) prices are p/kg Sterling;ROI prices converted at 1 Euro= 74.48p Stg. 
(ii) ROI prices are exclusive of 5.2% VAT. 
(iii) “4” includes 4L/4H; “O” includes O+/O/O. “U” includes -U/U+:“P” includes P-/P/P+
(iv) Prices are the total price paid inclusive of bonuses and top-ups.  
(v) Sources: MLC, LMC & Irish Dept of Agriculture.
(vi) Approximately 79% of NI and 60% of GB prime cattle are price reported.  

Quotes for prime cattle started up 4p at all the plants with some
quoting 244-246p for U3 grades and others at 248-250p. By the
end of the week most of the plants at the lower level increased
their quotes by another 4p to 248-250p. There were also sugges-
tions that producers with bigger numbers of cattle were paid
slightly higher prices. Cows have increased by 4-10p depending
on the factory to 180-200p for heavy continental breeds, mostly
190-200p. Most plants reported that supplies had improved, but
one indicated that numbers were still fairly tight. Slaughterings
last week were steady at just under 8,300 head.

Last  Week’s  Paid  Prices  
w/e 16/02/08

(Steers and heifers combined)

ROI & GB Price Comparisons

U3 243
R3 238
O+3 235

This  Week’s  Quotes
w/e 23/02/08

U3   248-250
R3    242-244
O+3 236-238

Quotes up 4-6p in ROI 

Irish quotes increased 4-6p to
236-241p for R grades steers
and heifers. Supplies have
remained slow and there were
deals reported at 245p for
quality heifers. Cows ranged
193-208p.

GB Marts Firmer

Prices have continued to rise at
the marts in GB and steers and
heifers increased by £2-£3 to
£133-£134/100kg. Cows rose
by £3 to £89/100kg. Factory
quotes in GB ranged 245-250p.

Next   Week’s   Quotes
w/e 01/03/08

Some plants indicated that quotes could start to level off at 248-
250p U3, but this will depend on securing adequate supplies of
cattle. With NI down 3 per cent in 2008 further rises are
possible. Most plants should start at 190-200p for cows.

The average for steers and heifers increased 3p to 235p, while
young bulls rose 2p to 234p. Cows were unchanged at 165p.

Demand up in January 2008

Demand for beef was strong in January but the latest indications
are that trade has slowed slightly in February. Higher cattle prices
and seasonal factors e.g. Christmas credit card bills, have lead to
a reported easing of demand. The TNS household survey for GB
for the four week period ending 27 January 2008 shows that
demand increased by seven per cent compared to the same
period in 2007. There was a small rise in the average retail price
which resulted in an eight per cent increase in expenditure on
beef. Demand increased for roasts and steaks by 10-17 per cent,
with sales growth of 3-5 per cent for mince and stewing beef.
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Beef Marts
(£/100kg liveweight)

(week ending 21/02/08)
Finished Cattle 
Prices increased for another
week.
Steers
1st quality           140-168.
2nd quality          115-135.
Friesians                95-119.

Heifers  
1st quality           130-161.
2nd quality          110-126.
OTM Prime Cattle 124-150.
Beef Cows
1st quality             90-138.
2nd quality             45-75.

Dairy Cows
1st quality              77-97.
2nd quality             45-75.

Store Cattle
Store cattle prices remain
very strong.

Store bullocks up to 400kg 
1st quality           144-180.
2nd quality          128-141.

Store bullocks 400-500kg 
1st quality           139-168.
2nd quality          125-138.

Store bullocks over 500kg
1st quality           128-152.
2nd quality          120-127.

Store heifers up to 350kg
1st quality           140-163.
2nd quality          115-135.

Store heifers over 350kg
1st quality           135-152
2nd quality          117-132.

Dropped Calves  (£/Head)
Prices increased again for
good calves.

Continental bull calves 
1st quality           160-280.
2nd quality           70-135.

Continental heifer calves
1st quality            125-240.
2nd quality             55-115.

Friesian bull calves
1st quality             40-120.
2nd quality              15-25.
Holsteins                   1-3.

Sheep (p/kg)

Total NI Lamb/Hoggets Slaughterings
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This  Week’s  Quotes
w/e 23/02/08

Hoggets 290-300
Ewes 100

This  Week’s  Marts

Last  Week’s  Paid  Prices
w/e 16/02/08

The average for hoggets was 260p last week (+2p). The dead-
weight average fell 11p to 263p, but the liveweight average
increased 9p to 257p. In GB the deadweight average increased
3p to 271p.

France steady
The French trade was steady at
315p for the small amount of
Irish exports. Increasing volumes
of Spanish product were appear-
ing on the market, with New
Zealand imports also emerging.
ROI hoggets +3-7p
Factory quotes for hoggets
increased by 3-7p at the plants to
283-289p. Butchers’ hoggets
were unchanged up 7p at 301p.
The mart trade was firm at £55-
£75/head for the best hoggets.
Ewes were unchanged at some
plants, but they increased 4-7p at
others to 104-107p. There were
deals reported at 130p, while
ewes made £14-£58/head at the
marts. This week Irish prices are
converted at 1 Euro = 75.34p
Sterling (3 day average for the
week) and exclude 5.2% VAT. The
Euro/Sterling exchange rate has
increased by almost a penny com-
pared to last week which has
resulted in higher converted
prices.
Prices recover at GB marts
Hoggets increased by 10p at the
marts to average 246p. With sup-
plies rising by four per cent this
indicates an increase in demand.
Ewes increased by £2 to
£33/head.

Next  Week’s  Quotes
w/e 01/03/08

Indications are that quotes for hoggets will remain at 290-300p,
with possibly more plants at the higher level. Ewes should begin
at 110p, but there could be more going for bigger loads.

Quotes for hoggets increased by 10p at one
plant to 300p, with others unchanged at 290p.
Prices have also continued to rise at the local
marts. The French trade remained quiet, but
prices recovered at the marts in GB, while
there were further increases in ROI. Quotes
for ewes increased 10p to 110p, with deals
reported above that level for bigger loads.
The TNS household consumption survey for
GB for the four weeks ending 27 January 2008
shows a one per cent fall in expenditure on
lamb. Prices increased by one per cent, but
demand dropped two per cent to give the fall
in the value of sales. Demand for year ending
27 January 2008 increased by eight per cent
due to strong increases in sales of roasts,
chops and steaks.

The average price for hoggets increased by 7p to 272p as
supplies dropped by almost 20 per cent. Ewes were a firmer
trade at the marts.
Heavy ewes £38-£52 Medium quality £28-£35
Plainer ewes £15-£26/head.

SHEEP MART PRICES WEEK ENDED 21/02/08
No. of Hoggets Av. price

(p/kg HW)
Fri 15 Killeter 600 250-265
Sat 16 Donemana 571 243-290

Omagh 756 229-287
Swatragh 1160 250-300

Mon 18 Crumlin 586 265-310
Kilrea 800 260-307
Gortin 923 266-295

Tues 19 Martinstown 574 261-317
Saintfield 440 255-295

Rathfriland 632 270
Wed 20 Ballymena 1228 264

Enniskillen 385 250-285
Newtownstewart 520 270

Markethill 660 260
Thurs 21 Downpatrick 228 235-268



The latest EU R3 male cattle prices are
shown in the table opposite.  NI prices
have climbed two places compared to
February 2007 and the R3 price has
increased by 37p to 235p/kg.  Prices in
GB have increased by 28p to 238p,
which has resulted in the gap between
GB and NI prices falling to 3p compared
to 10p last February.  However, ROI
prices have risen above those in NI to
236p due to a 44p increase.
The average EU R3 price has increased by
32p to 242p (+15%). A large part of this rise
is due to the strengthening of the
Euro/Sterling exchange rate, which has
increased by 13 per cent compared to last
year and this has resulted in higher prices in
Sterling terms.
The graph below illustrates EU price
movements between January 2005 and
February 2008. There has been
considerable variation in prices over this
period reflecting the beef market conditions
in the EU in the decoupled era. Prices are
currently at their highest level with the EU
R3 male average at 242p. This price is 49p
higher than the lowest point of 193p for
September 2005. Prior to the current peak
the most noticeable rise in prices was dur-
ing the first half of 2006, when the EU aver-
age was at 228p in April.
This price rise coincided with the growing
impact of the EU import ban on beef from
three major producing regions in Brazil. The
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CONTACT  US: Website:- www.lmcni.com Tel:- 028 9263 3000 Fax:- 028 9263 3001

FQAS Helpline:- 028 9263 3024    Classification Queries:- 028 9263 3012    

Producer Prices:- 028 9263 3000          Answer Phone:- 028 9263 3011           Textphone users:- 18001 028 9263 3023

"LMC does not guarantee the accuracy or completeness of any third party information provided in or included with this publication.
LMC hereby disclaims any responsibility for error, omission or inaccuracy in the information, misinterpretation or any other loss, dis-
appointment, negligence or damage caused by reliance on third party information".

NI AND EU PRICES INCREASE

EU banned imports from those regions due to the Foot and Mouth Disease Outbreaks in November 2005, but it took a number of
months for this impact to be fully reflected in EU cattle prices due to volume of Brazilian beef that was already in the system. The
current rise in prices also partially reflects the impending ban on Brazilian beef (effective from 15 March 2008) as sections of the beef
trade looked to find alternative sources of supplies across the EU. Falling EU livestock numbers across the EU, and rising fuel, feed
and fertilisers are also factors behind the current rise in prices.

Selected EU R3 Male Cattle Prices
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