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WTO Update

Cattle 260-262p

Lambs 390-395p

April slaughterings

April prices and
weights

Comments - 
bulletin@lmcni.com

Bulletin
Inside this Week

DATES FOR
YOUR DIARY

FQAS Liaison Officer - Not
sure what you need for your
inspection? 

Had an inspection and you’re not
sure how to deal with the action
points?

Linda will be at the following
marts next week:

Day w/c 26/05/08

Mon Omagh

Wed Camlough

Fri Rathfriland

Sheep Shearing Courses
Run by CAFRE in conjunc-
tion with the British Wool
Marketing Board
27-28 May   Saintfield
30-31 May   Claudy
3-4 June      Castlederg
6-7 June      Maguiresbridge
13-14 June   Ballycastle
17-18 June   Glenwherry
20-21 June   Kilcoo
24-25 June   Glenariff
27-28 June   Draperstown

For details call: 9442 6704

On Monday the new WTO Agriculture and Non-Agricultural Market Access (NAMA) texts were
released. The Agriculture text has simplified much of the earlier details, which the WTO Agriculture
Committee Chair, Crawford Falconer, believes will give all parties the opportunity to come to an
agreement. These latest papers are currently being studied by negotiators on all sides, but it is still
unclear whether there is enough progress for a WTO Ministerial Congress to be arranged. Formal
and informal meetings over the next couple of weeks will determine the rate of progress and how
quickly horizontal negotiations can take place. These horizontal negotiations will concentrate on
the trade-offs between the Agriculture and NAMA texts.
While there has been a lot of movement in the Agriculture negotiations, indications are that the
progress on NAMA has been much slower. At this stage nothing has been finalised but there are
strong concerns that the EU could make large concessions in agriculture, while receiving very little
in return from the NAMA and Services negotiations.
The detailed proposals cover all three main areas of the agricultural negotiations - domestic  sup-
port, market access and export competition. The main elements are outlined below.

WTO UPDATE - NEW PAPER ON AGRICULTURE

DOMESTIC SUPPORT
Overall Trade Distorting Support (OTDS),which
incorporates the Amber and Blue Boxes and De
Minimis payments (e.g. intervention buying,
headage payments), will be reduced by 75 to 85
per cent in the EU over the next five years.
OTDS shall be reduced by one-third on the first
day of implementation and the remaining reduc-
tions shall be implemented annually in five equal
steps. Green box payments are excluded from
these subsidies. The EU Single Farm Payment is
currently in the Green Box.

MARKET ACCESS
Tariff reductions
Import tariffs will be reduced and the larger that
current tariffs are, the greater the cut in tariffs
will be. In the EU tariffs will be reduced by 66%
to 73%. These cuts will be applied in five equal
annual instalments. Developed countries must
have a minimum average cut on all tariffs of 54
per cent (including sensitive products) com-
pared to 36 per cent in developing countries.

Sensitive products 
The draft indicates that the number of tariff lines
which a developed country may nominate as
'sensitive' should be between 4 and 6 per cent.
There are three possible lines of action on sen-
sitive products: a country may choose to mod-
erate its tariff reduction for sensitive products
by either one-third, one-half, or two-thirds. As
compensation to exporters, the country con-
cerned must create tariff quotas equivalent to 4
to 6 per cent of domestic consumption for the
sensitive product in question. The smaller the
reduction in the current import tariff, the larger

the level of tariff free quota that has to be
awarded.
If the EU plans to nominate beef as a sensitive
product and  reduce its tariff by the minimum
amount, the EU would have to grant a new tar-
iff free quota of approximately 300,000 –
500,000 tonnes of beef. This would be in addi-
tion to the current import quotas, which total
almost 200,000 tonnes of beef at reduced tariffs.
Making beef a sensitive product could increase
the level of reduced/zero tariff imports by three
and half times the current rate, which would
have very harmful consequences for the beef
sector in the EU.

Special Agricultural Safeguard (SSG)
For the SSG, which currently shields developed
countries from import surges and/or price dips,
the text suggests two possible approaches: a)
immediate elimination, b) a reduction in the
number of tariff lines which may benefit from
the SSG to 1.5% of the total.

EXPORT COMPETITION
Export subsidies
These would be eliminated by the end of 2013.
Maximum budgetary outlays would be cut by 50
per cent compared with the existing Uruguay
Round ceiling, by the end of 2010, and then
reduced in three equal installments to zero by
the end of 2013. Quantity commitments would
either be reduced to zero in five equal stages, or
else a freeze on current export subsidy quanti-
ties would apply until 2013.

Geographical Indications
The draft text still says nothing about this key
issue for the EU.

EU CAP Health check - a summary of the details will be published in next week’s Bulletin.
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Prime Beef Deadweight (p/kg)

UK & ROI CATTLE PRICES (W/E17/05/2008)

Scotland Northern
England

Midlands
& Wales

Southern
England

Northern
Ireland

Rep of 
Ireland

Steers U3 272.5 274.6 274.1 271.1 261.1 262.7
U4 272.5 276.5 274.2 266.6 255.9 262.5
R3 268.5 269.3 265.5 262.4 255.7 258.7
R4 270.9 270.8 266.6 260.3 251.4 258.7
O3 258.2 258.9 255.9 249.0 246.3 248.5
O4 264.3 262.5 255.0 245.8 247.2 249.0

Average 269.3 266.7 263.9 253.2 252.6 -

Heifers U3 274.8 277.7 272.0 269.3 263.1 264.7
U4 273.9 276.9 272.6 269.9 257.7 -
R3 267.0 267.3 264.9 262.2 257.6 260.7
R4 269.8 266.4 264.5 261.1 254.6 261.0
O3 256.7 259.8 256.3 249.1 248.2 252.0
O4 262.4 259.4 257.9 247.8 249.4 251.8

Average 267.8 263.9 261.9 253.8 255.3 -

Young
Bulls

U3 261.7 262.8 266.5 268.0 262.6 264.6
R3 256.1 259.4 258.9 256.4 256.1 260.4
O3 240.9 243.4 247.9 241.6 245.3 250.7

Average 252.5 252.6 253.7 250.3 255.4 -

Prime Cattle 
Price Reported

5,544 5,521 5,199 4,444 4,179 21,240

Cows O3 225.5 206.4 219.6 200.1 210.5 220.1
O4 220.4 207.1 217.9 201.6 215.0 221.5
P2 163.4 157.5 188.8 171.3 164.8 181.9
P3 177.9 180.1 204.5 182.2 202.3 214.6

 NI Clean Cattle Slaughterings
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Notes 
(i) prices are p/kg Sterling;ROI prices converted at 1 Euro= 79.42p Stg. 
(ii) ROI prices are exclusive of 5.2% VAT. 
(iii) “4” includes 4L/4H; “O” includes O+/O/O. “U” includes -U/U+:“P” includes P-/P/P+
(iv) Prices are the total price paid inclusive of bonuses and top-ups.  
(v) Sources: AMBD, LMC & Irish Dept of Agriculture.
(vi) Approximately 79% of NI and 60% of GB prime cattle are price reported.  

There was no change to quotes for prime cattle at 260-262p U3,
but cows increased by 4p at a couple of plants to 230p. Others
remained unchanged at 210-226p. Most factories indicated that
supplies were slower to come out during the week, but they were
still just getting enough stock to meet demand. There was little
change reported to the overall beef trade, which remains under
pressure. Sales of roundcuts were difficult, but sirloins and rumps
were moving better, probably helped by the recent hot and sunny
weather. Demand for value cuts was also reasonably firm.

EU prices rise in 2008
So far this year the average EU R3 grade male cattle price has
increased by four per cent compared to the end of 2007 to
€3.22/kg. In Sterling terms the price has risen by 13 per cent
from £2.37 at the end of December to £2.56 for week ending 10
May 2008. A nine per cent increase in the Euro/Sterling exchange
rate has contributed to two thirds of the rise in Sterling prices.
EU O3 grade cow prices have increased by 12 per cent over the
same period from €2.27 to €2.54/kg. This equates to a rise of
36p in Sterling from £1.66 to £2.02/kg (+22 per cent).

Last  Week’s  Paid  Prices  
w/e 17/05/08

(Steers and heifers combined)

ROI & GB Price Comparisons

U3 262
R3 257
O+3 251

This  Week’s  Quotes
w/e 24/05/08

U3   260-262
R3    254-256
O+3 248-250

Irish prices steady
Quotes for prime cattle
increased by 4-5p at some plants
to range 255-263p for R grades.
More deals were reported at
266-268p for  heifers. Cows
were firmer at  213-244p.

Prices lift at GB marts
Prices increased at the marts in
GB as supplies decreased by
over 10 per cent. Steers and
heifers rose £4-£5 to £148-
£149/100kg. Cows were up £1
at £103/100kg.

Next   Week’s   Quotes
w/e 31/05/08

Quotes for prime cattle are likely to start unchanged at 260-262p
U3, but other factories may have to increase their cow quotes to
230p to get supplies, because other plants are already at that
level. With supplies beginning to tighten it is possible that cattle
prices will creep up in the coming weeks. This could cause fur-
ther difficulties for the processors, who have been unable to
secure increases to beef prices, similar to the 21 per cent rise in
NI prime cattle prices so far this year.

The average price for steers and heifers was unchanged at 254p,
and young bulls were steady at 255p. Cows increased 3p to 208p.



The Bulletin
FRIDAY 23 May 2008, ISSUE NO. 2016 THE MARKETS
Beef Marts
(£/100kg liveweight)

(week ending 22/05/08)

Finished Cattle 

Prices increased at some
sales.
Steers
1st quality           152-174.
2nd quality          122-150.
Friesians             110-139.

Heifers  
1st quality           145-168.
2nd quality          115-138.

OTM Prime Cattle 133-153.

Beef Cows
1st quality           100-149.
2nd quality             75-98.

Dairy Cows
1st quality            90-117.
2nd quality             55-88.

Store Cattle
The store trade held firm.

Store bullocks up to 400kg 
1st quality           160-195.
2nd quality          135-155.

Store bullocks 400-500kg 
1st quality           146-173.
2nd quality          130-144.

Store bullocks over 500kg
1st quality           142-162.
2nd quality          127-138.

Store heifers up to 350kg
1st quality           140-175.
2nd quality          125-135.

Store heifers over 350kg
1st quality           135-160.
2nd quality          113-133.

Dropped Calves  (£/Head)
Prices eased.

Continental bull calves 
1st quality           150-295.
2nd quality          100-142.

Continental heifer calves
1st quality           115-190.
2nd quality             42-88.

Friesian bull calves
1st quality             48-90.
2nd quality             15-30.
Holsteins                  1-5.

Sheep (p/kg)

Total NI Lamb/Hoggets Slaughterings
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This  Week’s  Quotes
w/e 24/05/08

Lambs 390
Hoggets 300-320

Ewes 130

This  Week’s  Marts

Last  Week’s  Paid  Prices
w/e 17/05/08

The average price for lambs/hoggets increased by 14p to 365p.
Hoggets in GB increased 5p to 341p and lambs also rose 5p
to 396p/kg deadweight.

France stable
Irish export prices remained at
410p/kg in France. Small volumes
of exports from GB are underpin-
ning the current price level.

Irish prices steady
Quotes for lambs at the export
plants were steady at 364-368p,
with butchers’ lambs making up to
380p. Mart prices increased by £1
to £69-£81/head for suitable sup-
plies. Hogget numbers continue
to drop and quotes remained at
280-285p at the plants looking for
them. Ewes were unchanged at
106-114p at the plants and at £26-
£54/head at the marts. This week
Irish prices are converted at 1
Euro = 79.85p Sterling (3 day aver-
age for the week) and exclude
5.2% VAT.

Price rise in GB
Prices increased in GB as demand
was slightly ahead of supplies.
Despite spring lamb numbers
increasing by 23 per cent at the
marts, the average still rose 11p to
385p. Hogget numbers dropped
by a third to less than the number
of lambs on sale and their average
increased by 3p to 296p. Ewes
were steady at £42/head.

Next  Week’s  Quotes
w/e 31/05/08

Quotes for lambs could hold at 390p, but much will depend
on the mart trade and how quickly supplies rise. Hoggets
should begin at 300-320p, but much will depend on available
supplies. Ewes should continue at 130p.

Quotes for lambs increased by 10-15p at the
plants to 390-395p to 21kg. Quotes have
risen by 40/45p in the past three weeks. This
is 140/145p higher than at the same time last
year when lambs were at 250p. Prices have
increased because demand for lamb is slightly
stronger than the current volumes of lambs
coming on to the market. Hoggets increased
by 20p at one plant to 320p, with another up
10p for quality hoggets at 300-310p.
Ewes were unchanged at 130p.

The average price for lambs increased by 5p to 384p. Hogget
supplies have all but dried up at the marts with the remaining
lots averaging 265p. Ewes were slightly firmer at some sales.
Heavy ewes £46-£66 Medium quality £32-£44  
Plainer ewes £20-£30/head.

SHEEP MART PRICES WEEK ENDED 22/05/08
No. of  Lambs Av. price

(p/kg HW)

Fri 16 Killeter 250 375-380

Sat 18 Donemana 324 399
Omagh 372 379-393

Swatragh 460 380-411

Mon 20 Crumlin 460 365-400
Kilrea 570 378-400
Gortin 430 383-412

Tues 21 Saintfield 460 372-402
Rathfriland 742 350-395

Wed 22 Ballymena 672 370
Newtownstewart 245 370-395

Markethill 550 350-405
Thurs 23 Downpatrick 302 338-370

Dungannon 100 347-376
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CONTACT  US: Website:- www.lmcni.com Tel:- 028 9263 3000 Fax:- 028 9263 3001

FQAS Helpline:- 028 9263 3024    Classification Queries:- 028 9263 3012    

Producer Prices:- 028 9263 3000          Answer Phone:- 028 9263 3011           Textphone users:- 18001 028 9263 3023

"LMC does not guarantee the accuracy or completeness of any third party information provided in or included with this publication.
LMC hereby disclaims any responsibility for error, omission or inaccuracy in the information, misinterpretation or any other loss, dis-
appointment, negligence or damage caused by reliance on third party information".

NI CATTLE PRICE AND CARCASE WEIGHT RANGES BY GRADE AND WEEK - APRIL 2008

W/E 05/04/08 W/E 12/04/08 W/E 19/04/08 W/E 26/04/08 W/E 3/05/08

Grade
Price
(p/kg)

Weight 
(kg dw)

Price
(p/kg)

Weight 
(kg dw)

Price
(p/kg)

Weight 
(kg dw)

Price
(p/kg)

Weight 
(kg dw)

Price
(p/kg)

Weight 
(kg dw)

Steers U3 236-286 307-526 230-285 299-509 222-294 273-528 248-296 264-550 250-296 263-502
U4L 248-284 333-454 240-283 310-495 240-289 333-486 250-296 305-494 244-286 254-500

R3 210-280 181-469 235-290 262-476 235-290 252-512 239-290 232-474 230-286 211-466

R4L 232-274 288-459 235-282 290-489 229-297 263-489 236-284 279-480 231-280 275-499

O+3 221-262 223-403 206-285 219-424 228-284 243-454 228-278 210-414 230-272 222-463

O+4L 225-260 272-445 220-276 286-483 229-278 258-415 223-266 246-440 232-266 269-426

Heifer

s

U3 244-262 268-468 220-268 239-443 248-300 261-476 247-295 254-420 244-282 232-455
U4L 240-282 260-392 231-284 262-513 243-297 228-423 244-266 258-455 248-290 271-427

R3 232-279 218-386 233-290 198-398 232-291 206-421 236-287 225-396 236-287 218-405

R4L 232-273 245-406 227-283 231-406 231-286 242-415 230-280 223-443 238-280 232-410

O+3 231-266 208-354 195-285 194-368 225-284 197-385 222-272 198-370 224-272 217-395

O+4L 210-266 215-369 212-265 224-386 225-279 214-357 178-266 209-369 232-266 228-350

Young
Bulls

U3 246-262 301-477 236-264 280-556 230-270 287-588 254-266 276-558 242-268 297-546

R3 238-252 269-412 224-260 266-455 245-260 222-494 243-259 222-428 172-264 261-474
O+3 228-246 241-438 223-258 264-440 238-258 255-393 160-259 216-496 238-259 238-419

Notes
1. The above table gives the range of prices and the range of dressed carcase weights by grade for cattle slaughtered in NI on a
weekly basis.
2. The range shown is the overall range and should be viewed with the knowledge that there may be only one animal represented at
the extremes.
3. No definitive explanation can be given for the top and bottom prices and weights, but niche specialities and partial condemnations
are likely to be the main reasons.
4. Producers should enquire of the meat plants what specification they have to meet to get prices at the top of the range.

April
(5 weeks ended 3/05/08)

January - April
(18 weeks ended 3/05/08)

2007 2008 % Change 2007 2008 % Change

CATTLE - FOODCHAIN
Steers 18,814 16,358 -13 69,209 56,560 -18
Heifers 13,657 13,077 -4 55,459 48,104 -13
Young Bulls 4,180 3,102 -26 12,574 13,483


