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SIAL International 
Food show
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Cattle 258-262p U3

Lambs 280p

NI FQAS prices

Comments - 
bulletin@lmcni.com

LMC  WANTS  YOU!

Bulletin
Inside this Week

DATES FOR
YOUR DIARY

FQAS Liaison Officer - Not
sure what you need for your
inspection? 

Had an inspection and you’re not
sure how to deal with the action
points?

Linda will be at the following
marts next week:

Plumbridge Livestock
Mart

Store lamb sales
Commence

Thurs 31 July 12: noon

BEEF CRISIS MEETING
hosted by 

Farmers For Action
Monday 28 July, 8p.m.
Greenmount College

All welcome 

Pedigree Limousin
Dispersal sale 

(herd of WJ & SJ Sufferin),
Dungannon mart Saturday 9

August 1pm 
Also included a production
sale from Truman herd of
Henry Savage and Annadle

herd of C Murray

Day w/c 28/07/08

Tue Ballymena

Wed Saintfield

Fri Draperstown
WTO UPDATE – MINISTERIAL CONFERENCE UNDERWAY

The WTO Ministerial Conference started on Monday (21 July) in Geneva in what are considered
to be “make or break” talks for the Doha Round. At the start of the week the mood was
optimistic, but by late on Thursday there were few signs that a deal was in the offing. Talks
scheduled for Friday are critical for achieving a deal. Reaching a compromise between the three
strands of the talks (Agriculture, Non-Agricultural Market Access (NAMA) and Services) remains
the main stumbling block to an agreement. The agriculture part of the negotiations are almost com-
plete, but progress on the other two strands remains stubbornly slow.
While the EU and the US have increased their offers on agricultural tariff reductions and domestic
support respectively, leading developing nations, such as India and Brazil, claim that the current
offers are insufficient for them to open up their markets to international competition for NAMA
and Services. Unless a compromise can be achieved the chances of a successful end to the Doha
round are slim. A number of commentators have expressed concerns that the political pressure to
get a deal, regardless of its contents, could force a conclusion to the Doha negotiations. As a result
the talks, which were scheduled to last until Saturday, are likely to continue into next week.
The issue of Geographical Indications, a deal breaker for the EU, could be sidestepped with wide-
spread agreement to remove it from the Doha talks and include it in the existing agreement on
Trade Related Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights (TRIPS). If this move is confirmed it will
increase the chances of a successful Doha Round, because the US, Canada and others oppose the
whole notion of Geographical Indications.

Apply now for the opportunity to see one of the world’s largest and busiest food shows. LMC is
offering six beef/sheepmeat producers the opportunity to travel to the SIAL International Food
show in Paris this October – enabling Northern Ireland producers to see at first hand the compe-
tition in the international red meat market.

David Rutledge LMC Chief Executive says, “This show provides Northern Ireland farmers with an
ideal opportunity to see the competition worldwide for red meat and how the rest of the world
promotes and exhibits the red meat industry. LMC levy payers play a central role in our industry
here in Northern Ireland and a visit to this show provides vital two way communication between
LMC and levy payers. For the last two years we have taken farmers to two large food shows and it
certainly has proved to be an eye opener.”

Whilst at the show the each producer will be allocated a different export market to examine to
gain a better understanding of the export trade for Northern Ireland beef and lamb and to deter-
mine what the prospects are for Northern Ireland red meat in that market. In return LMC requires
each farmer to provide a short report to their local farmers’ group on their experience.

If, as a producer, you have a genuine interest in finding out more about export markets and would
like to visit the SIAL International Food Show in Paris with LMC then please send your name and
address to Maria McLaughlin, LMC Communications Manager, Lissue House, 31 Ballinderry Rd,
Lisburn, BT28 2SL or email: mmclaughlin@lmcni.com by Friday 15 August 2008.

Terms and Conditions
You must be able to travel between the 19-21 October. Exact dates yet to be confirmed. This

will be a two day visit.
All travel, accommodation and reasonable expenses will be covered by LMC.
One applicant will be chosen at random from each of the six counties to accommodate

subsequent communication to as many farmer groups as possible.
Only applications from producers who have not accompanied LMC to similar events before will

be considered.
Valid passport and travel insurance are required.

Further information is available from Maria McLaughlin Tel: 028 9263 3016 or email
mmclaughlin@lmcni.com
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Prime Beef Deadweight (p/kg)

UK & ROI CATTLE PRICES (W/E 19/07/2008)

Scotland Northern
England

Midlands
& Wales

Southern
England

Northern
Ireland

Rep of 
Ireland

Steers U3 280.4 272.1 268.8 262.8 263.7 263.4
U4 277.8 273.3 267.0 263.6 258.0 261.9
R3 274.8 269.9 259.2 257.5 259.6 257.9
R4 275.0 273.6 256.1 258.6 258.9 257.4
O3 262.4 260.4 245.6 247.6 250.1 246.4
O4 266.6 268.2 244.6 248.6 252.4 246.5

Average 272.8 268.9 253.4 251.6 257.1 -

Heifers U3 277.3 275.8 265.9 262.8 265.9 267.2
U4 280.9 274.9 265.5 261.0 260.7 -
R3 271.2 270.1 257.3 254.7 260.1 261.3
R4 273.7 268.6 255.0 258.7 256.4 261.5
O3 255.1 252.7 246.5 247.5 251.5 249.2
O4 261.8 259.7 244.3 249.3 248.7 249.5

Average 270.0 264.2 252.0 251.1 256.6 -

Young
Bulls

U3 267.9 262.1 258.7 260.7 264.0 273.5
R3 263.3 257.9 252.1 255.6 257.8 265.4
O3 249.1 241.8 239.8 241.5 246.9 249.7

Average 262.3 251.1 250.9 250.9 257.2 -

Prime Cattle 
Price Reported

4,874 4,920 4,228 3,953 4,046 19,618

Cows O3 228.5 205.4 190.6 177.4 218.8 212.1
O4 225.9 205.2 193.8 182.8 222.2 214.1
P2 147.6 165.7 154.8 159.4 173.7 180.6
P3 178.4 188.6 172.4 166.4 202.4 208.1

 NI Clean Cattle Slaughterings
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Notes 
(i) prices are p/kg Sterling;ROI prices converted at 1 Euro= 79.43 p Stg. 
(ii) ROI prices are exclusive of 5.2% VAT. 
(iii) “4” includes 4L/4H; “O” includes O+/O/O. “U” includes -U/U+:“P” includes P-/P/P+
(iv) Prices are the total price paid inclusive of bonuses and top-ups.  
(v) Sources: AHDB, LMC & Irish Dept of Agriculture.
(vi) Approximately 79% of NI and 60% of GB prime cattle are price reported.  

Quotes for prime cattle fell by 2p at one plant, but elsewhere
they decreased by 4-6p to 258-262p for U3 grades. Most plants
were at 260p. Prime cattle quotes have fallen by 12p from a peak
of 270-274p U3 at the end of June. Cows fell a further 10p at
most factories to 210-224p, with the majority of plants at 220p.
This represents a fall of 20p since the end of June. Prime cattle
prices have decreased by 11-22p per kilogram in GB between the
end of June and last week. Irish prices have dropped by 15p/kg
over the same period. Slow sales of beef remain the main reason
for the fall in prices.

Slaughterings -8% in 2008
The plants indicated that they were getting enough cattle to meet
demand. Total slaughterings fell to 6,100 head and the prime kill
fell to 4,900 head last week due to factory closures because of
the bank holidays. So far in July (three weeks ending 19/07) the
total kill at 23,300 head is 1,000 head higher than in the same
period last year . The year to date kill is eight per cent lower than
in 2007 at 228,700 head.

Last  Week’s  Paid  Prices  
w/e 19/07/08

(Steers and heifers combined)

ROI & GB Price Comparisons

U3 265
R3 260
O+3 255

This  Week’s  Quotes
w/e 26/07/08

U3    258-262
R3    252-256
O+3 246-250

Irish price steady
Quotes for R grade prime
cattle were unchanged at 253-
257p, with some deals report-
ed at 259p for steers and 263p
for heifers. Cows sold for 196-
221p. Prices steadied as sup-
plies decreased. The kill last
week dropped by 15 per cent
(4,600 head) to 27,000 cattle.

Mixed trade at GB marts
The average price for steers
dropped £1 to £142/100kg
despite a 19 per cent fall in
supplies. In contrast a 6 per
cent fall in heifer numbers
resulted in the average price
rising £3 to £149/100kg. Cows
also increased by £2 to
£91/100kg due to a 14 per cent
contraction in supplies.

Next   Week’s   Quotes
w/e 02/08/08

The plants indicated that quotes could fall another 4-6p next
week to 254-256p for U3 grade prime cattle and cows may drop
a further 10p to 200-210p. An upturn in demand for beef would
benefit both producers and processors.

The average price for steers and heifers decreased 3p to 257p.
Young bulls fell 3p to 257p, and cows dropped 6p to 213p.
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Beef Marts
(£/100kg liveweight)

(week ending 24/07/08)

Finished Cattle 

FInished cattle prices have
slipped at the marts.
Steers
1st quality           141-159.
2nd quality          125-138.
Friesians               88-131.

Heifers  
1st quality           138-161.
2nd quality          120-135.

Beef Cows
1st quality           110-144.
2nd quality           85-105.

Dairy Cows
1st quality            85-104.
2nd quality             60-78.

Store Cattle
Prices fell in some cate-
gories, but were unchanged
in others.

Store bullocks up to 400kg 
1st quality           145-158.
2nd quality          113-139.

Store bullocks 400-500kg 
1st quality           140-162.
2nd quality          121-139.

Store bullocks over 500kg
1st quality           135-156.
2nd quality          125-132.

Store heifers up to 350kg
1st quality           130-158.
2nd quality          101-127.

Store heifers over 350kg
1st quality           125-142.
2nd quality          105-120.

Dropped Calves  (£/Head)
Prices fell compared to a
fortnight ago.

Continental bull calves 
1st quality          180-298.
2nd quality          80-160.

Continental heifer calves
1st quality           110-230.
2nd quality           60-100.

Friesian bull calves
1st quality              34-78.
2nd quality             15-35.

Sheep (p/kg)

Total NI Lamb/Hoggets Slaughterings
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This  Week’s  Quotes
w/e 26/07/08

Lambs 280
Ewes 120

This  Week’s  Marts

Last  Week’s  Paid  Prices
w/e 19/07/08

The average price for NI lambs decreased 6p to 272p. In GB
the factory average for lambs fell by 4p to 289p.

France steady
Irish export prices were unchanged
at 319p in France. Demand in
France has been slow and large
quantities of GB product were
reported on the market.

Irish lambs slip
Quotes for lambs were firm at the
start of the week, but they fell by 4-
8p on Thursday to 284-287p.
Butchers’ lambs were making 303p
at the plants, with bigger loads also
getting deals at that levels. Demand
for heavy lambs (over 45kg) was
strong at the marts and prices
ranged £59-£73/head. Lambs under
45kg sold for £52-£57/head. The
ewe trade was steady at 113-120p
at the plants with a few deals at
132p. They sold for £16-£52/head
at the marts. This week Irish prices
are converted at 1 Euro = 79.18p
Sterling (3 day average for the
week) and exclude 5.2% VAT.

Sheep prices fall in GB
The average price for lambs fell 9p
to 256p at the marts in GB.
Supplies increased by five per cent
compared to the week before.
Ewes fell £4 to £32/head due to
weaker demand. Ewe numbers had
contracted by 27 per cent.

Next  Week’s  Quotes
w/e 02/08/08

Quotes will start unchanged at some plants at 280p for
Monday, but others hinted that prices could slip. Much will
depend on the availability of lamb supplies. Ewes should
hold at 120p.

Quotes for lambs were unchanged at 280p at
all the plants. Some factories indicated that
supplies were good, but others reported a
slight slowing in numbers. There were reports
of some lambs coming in from GB for slaugh-
ter. Ewes were unchanged at 120p at the
plants, but they eased slightly at the marts.

Lambs averaged 268p at the sales, which was
17p lower than in the week before the July
bank holidays. Supplies increased by almost 40
per cent compared to that week. Demand

SHEEP MART PRICES WEEK ENDED 24/07/08
No. of  Lambs Av. price

(p/kg HW)

Sat 19 Donemana 1724 253-274
Omagh 803 254-268

Swatragh 1211 260-288

Mon 21 Kilrea 950 260-284
Gortin 986 265-288

Tues 22 Saintfield 640 254-282
Rathfriland 1114 260-293
Lisahally 1132 263-286

Wed 23 Ballymena 1596 261
Enniskillen 502 248-272

Newtownstewart 745 255-293
Markethill 720 250-286

Thurs 24 Downpatrick 420 242-262
Dungannon 140 249-257

Hilltown 1000 250-290

from ROI buyers was strong over the weekend, but it eased
at some marts later on. Ewe prices slipped at most sales.
Heavy ewes £40-£57 Medium quality £30-£38
Plainer ewes £20-£28/head.
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CONTACT  US: Website:- www.lmcni.com Tel:- 028 9263 3000 Fax:- 028 9263 3001

FQAS Helpline:- 028 9263 3024    Classification Queries:- 028 9263 3012    

Producer Prices:- 028 9263 3000          Answer Phone:- 028 9263 3011           Textphone users:- 18001 028 9263 3023

"LMC does not guarantee the accuracy or completeness of any third party information provided in or included with this publication.
LMC hereby disclaims any responsibility for error, omission or inaccuracy in the information, misinterpretation or any other loss, dis-
appointment, negligence or damage caused by reliance on third party information".

NI FQAS CATTLE PRICES APR - JUN 2008

The table above gives the quarterly comparison of FQAS and non-QA cattle prices, based on returns from price reporting
plants in the FQA Scheme - ABP Newry & Lurgan, Foyle Meats & Omagh Meats, Linden Foods, Dunbia, WD Meats and
Doherty & Gray.   A few “ground-rules”:
Only grades in which there are at least 10 cattle are included (5 for young bulls and cows) a blank entry does not necessarily mean
there are no cattle.
Policy at most plants is to make a deduction off non-QA cattle. The difference between FQAS and non-QA cattle can be less, or
greater, than this deduction might indicate - there are reasons other than FQAS status that can affect prices (weight, import status,
specialist production e.g. organic and so on).
The average price for prime cattle is the weighted average of all cattle, including grades where there were insufficient numbers to
record in the table, and also including Es/Fat class 1 & 5 which aren’t shown. The cow average is also the weighted average for each
grade. The average can be affected by the proportion of cattle in the higher/dearer and lower/cheaper grades.

(p/kg)
Steers Heifers Young Bulls

(p/kg)
Cows

FQAS Non-
QA

FQ
Difference

FQAS Non-
QA

FQ
Difference

FQAS Non-
QA

FQ
Difference

FQAS Non-
QA

FQ
Difference

U2 263 258 +5 265 256 +9 264 258 +6 U2 231 227 +4

U3 264 262 +2 265 259 +6 264 266 -2 U3 235 228 +7

U4L 259 255 +4 260 254 +6 258 262 -4 U4L 235 227 +8

U4H 261 259 +2 261 250 +11 258 260 -2 U4H 229 229 =

R2 258 252 +6 258 249 +9 258 256 +2 R2 227 211 +16

R3 259 253 +6 260 253 +7 258 258 = R3 232 226 +6

R4L 256 246 +10 256 247 +9 251 251 = R4L 230 227 +3

R4H 257 248 +9 257 245 +12 - - - R4H 232 229 +3

O+2 251 244 +7 250 240 +10 252 253 -1 O+2 216 205 +11

O+3 255 248 +7 254 245 +9 251 257 -6 O+3 224 221 +3

O+4L 254 243 +11 253 239 +14 245 238 +7 O+4L 225 226 -1

O+4H 254 - - 255 241 +14 - - - O+4H 228 228 =

O2 244 237 +7 240 231 +9 244 241 +3 O2 190 188 +2

O3 245 242 +3 245 235 +10 244 248 -4 O3 213 211 +2

O4L 243 239 +4 242 229 +13 - - - O4L 215 216 -1

O4H 246 - - 241 233 +8 - - - O4H 217 217 =

O-2 237 231 +6 232 - - 237 234 +3 O-2 188 188 =

O-3 238 232 +6 234 229 +5 238 239 -1 O-3 209 212 -3

O-4L 235 225 +10 228 225 +3 - - - O-4L 214 215 -1

O-4H - - - - - - - - - O-4H 219 213 +6

P2 230 218 +12 209 203 +6 229 221 -8 P+2 179 174 +5

P3 233 228 +5 225 222 +3 231 226 +5 P+3 199 205 -6

P4L - - - 228 - - - - - P+4L 207 212 -5

P4H - - - - - - - - - P+4H 213 211 +2

Average 255 246 +9 257 244 +13 256 252 +4 Average 207 203 +4


