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A crisis summit to discuss the future of an ailing European sheep sector is being held in
France as this Bulletin goes to press.

FRANCE TO HOST EU SHEEP FARMING ‘CRISIS SUMMIT’

Bulletin

Inside this Week

DATES FOR
YOUR DIARY

FQAS Liaison Officer - Not
sure what you need for your
inspection? 

Had an inspection and you’re not
sure how to deal with the action
points?

Kerri will be at the following
marts next week:

Day w/c 8/09/08

Mon Omagh

Wed Kilrea

Thur Downpatrick

F R E E  C O L L E C T I O N  S E R V I C E  F O R  F A L L E N  S H E E P
O V E R  1 8  M O N T H S  O F  A G E  T O  R E S U M E

DARD has announced the free collection service for fallen sheep carcases will resume from 1
September 2008 to facilitate TSE (Transmissible Spongiform Encephalopathy) surveillance testing.
The collection period will run until 31 December 2008 or until the quota of 600 fallen sheep is
reached. The collection service is operated by Glenfarm Holdings Ltd on behalf of DARD. Up to
two fallen sheep can be collected from each holding under this testing programme.

To be eligible for collection, fallen sheep must be over 18 months of age and have died within the
previous 24 hours.The reason for this short timescale is because brain tissue, which is required for
testing, decomposes quickly. The carcases should be tagged for identification purposes.
Flock keepers who have fallen sheep that meet the criteria should contact Glenfarm Customer
Services, on (028) 9445 1919 between 8.00 am and 4.00 pm Monday to Friday and 9am to noon on
Saturday.

There is no guarantee or obligation by DARD or Glenfarm Holdings Ltd that sheep will be collect-
ed and no more than two fallen sheep from each holding can be collected for testing. The collec-
tion service for all fallen sheep, over 18 months of age, from Scrapie Monitored Flocks and flocks
restricted under the Compulsory Scrapie Flocks Scheme continues as normal.The collection serv-
ice for all fallen goats, over 18 months of age, also continues to operate. Any eligible fallen sheep
or goats should be notified to Glenfarm Customer Services on the number shown above.

B S E  C O M P E N S A T I O N  R A T E S  F O R  S E P T E M B E R  2 0 0 8
The compensation rate payable for an affected animal, valued in the month of September 2008 will
be either:The animal’s assessed value; or £684 whichever is lesser. If an animal tests negative the
compensation rate payable will be the animal’s assessed value or £855, whichever is lesser. The last
clinical case of BSE in NI was in 2005. Active surveillance since then has detected 22 positives in
2005, 10 in 2006 and 14 in 2007.

The weak pound exchange rate has made the UK market less attractive for imports. Volumes of
red meat imports in the first six months have remained stable and in the case of pork have declined
significantly year on year. However, due to the exchange rate the value of beef imports has increased
from £299.8million to £361.3 million when comparing the first six months of 2007 to 2008.

The volume of beef imports increased by just one per cent on the previous year but the value
increased by 21 per cent. Sheep meat imports declined by three per cent in volume but rose by
seven per cent in value to £193.2 million for the first six months of 2008.

On the other side the weak pound has benefited exporters making UK product more
competitive on the European market. Increased domestic prices therefore meant the value of
exports also rose. Strong demand and reduced supplies on the European market have particularly
helped beef exports.

E X C H A N G E  R A T E S  A F F E C T  U K  T R A D E

The EU sheep flock is currently in serious
decline, with numbers of sheep dwindling in the
four largest sheepmeat-producing countries in
Europe- the UK, Spain, France and the Republic
of Ireland.

French agriculture minister Michael Barnier has
now organised an emergency summit to discuss

the future of the sector in Limoges - in the heart
of France’s livestock industry.

In Europe, production of sheepmeat has fallen by
20 per cent in the last 15 years, with the sheep
flock now numbering 110 million ewes.
Consumption of sheepmeat per head has also
fallen, down from 3.7kg in 2000 to 3.4kg in 2008.

TEXT SERVICE

Free Price Quotes sent to

your mobile phone each week

- email 
mmclaughlin@lmcni.com or

Tel 028 9263 3016 

LLEYN SHEEP SOCIETY

2nd Annual Show and Sale of
pedigree females and rams
Ballymena Livestock Market
Saturday 13th September

Show 10.30am   Sale 12 noon
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Prime Beef Deadweight (p/kg)

UK & ROI CATTLE PRICES (W/E 30/08/2008)

Scotland
Northern
England

Midlands
& Wales

Southern
England

Northern
Ireland

Rep of 
Ireland

Steers U3 291.1 282.5 281.6 275.9 266.1 269.5

U4 291.2 281.4 280.7 278.5 261.3 269.8

R3 285.6 277.0 272.8 271.5 260.4 264.0

R4 287.5 281.1 272.7 269.1 255.5 264.2

O3 274.7 268.6 260.6 261.5 251.0 253.3

O4 281.1 271.6 262.1 260.5 252.3 253.5

Average 284.7 275.1 267.2 263.9 256.1 -

Heifers U3 292.1 285.7 277.9 276.7 267.9 274.9

U4 293.2 282.5 280.2 274.1 263.1 -

R3 283.6 274.3 271.7 270.4 261.8 268.1

R4 285.7 278.4 271.5 267.5 256.9 268.4

O3 266.8 263.9 259.3 257.6 250.2 255.9

O4 274.7 267.8 261.4 255.9 252.3 256.2

Average 280.0 272.3 266.4 259.2 258.3 -

Young
Bulls

U3 279.7 272.1 276.5 274.7 264.4 276.5

R3 274.8 267.6 269.6 266.6 258.8 270.9

O3 257.3 253.1 255.0 253.9 244.4 253.2

Average 271.2 262.8 266.6 260.5 257.7 -

Prime Cattle 
Price Reported

5,647 4,952 3,910 3,526 4,011 -

Cows O3 222.1 220.4 222.8 202.7 212.4 222.4
O4 223.2 220.7 217.5 204.9 216.9 223.7

P2 174.9 181.6 186.0 176.4 168.8 193.9

P3 162.6 206.1 205.1 188.9 196.4 218.1

 NI Clean Cattle Slaughterings
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Notes 
(i) prices are p/kg Sterling;ROI prices converted at 1 Euro=0.8126p Stg. 
(ii) ROI prices are exclusive of 5.2% VAT. 
(iii) “4” includes 4L/4H; “O” includes O+/O/O. “U” includes -U/U+:“P” includes P-/P/P+
(iv) Prices are the total price paid inclusive of bonuses and top-ups.  
(v) Sources: AHDB, LMC & Irish Dept of Agriculture.
(vi) Approximately 79% of NI and 60% of GB prime cattle are price reported.  

Prime cattle prices have remained stable at most plants but
increased by 2p at others to 266-268p for U3 grade cattle. Deals
on price and variations between grades were on offer for larger
batches of quality stock. Cow prices increased at one
plant by 5-10p depending on grade and remained similar at
other plants to end at 220-225p.

There has been a 3 per cent increase in prime cattle throughput
to 6,230 head. The number of cows/bulls has fallen by 1 per cent
to 1,600 head resulting in total cattle throughput increasing by 2
per cent for week ending 30 August.

For the first 8 months of 2008 the total prime cattle kill has been
222,450 head. This is almost 34,500 fewer prime cattle when
compared to the same period in 2007 and equates to a 13 per
cent reduction in throughput volume. When cows and bulls are
compared over the same period the opposite trend has occurred
with  a 15 per cent increase in throughput with almost 48,000
animals processed so far this year.

Last Week’s Paid Prices 
w/e 30/08/08

(Steers and heifers combined)

ROI & GB Price Comparisons

U3 267

R3 261

O+3 251

This Week’s Quotes
w/e 6/09/08

U3   266-268

R3    260-262

O+3 254-256

ROI trade has remained steady
over the last few weeks with
the majority of cattle achieving
278-280p, and prices up to
285p for quality stock. If poor
weather conditions continue
prices may come under pres-
sure in the short term.
Reduced supply would imply a
strong longterm trade.

Supplies of beef are tight in GB
with up to 300p paid this week
for top grading animals. Most
R grade stock were getting
280p. At these prices, although
the exchange rate is
unfavourable to Irish exporters
the margin is large enough for
Irish beef to be competitive in
the GB marketplace.

Next Week’s Quotes
w/e 13/09/08

Quotes are likely to start next week at 266-268p U3. Most plants
indicate that there is more stock available but with a strong trade
in ROI and GB a price rise is possible. Quality cows should be
220-225p.

The average price for steers and heifers increased 4p to 257p.
Young bulls increased 5p to 258p. The cow average remained at
202p.
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Beef Marts
(£/100kg liveweight)

(week ending 04/09/08)

Finished Cattle 

Good Demand for Quality
Steers
1st quality            152-169.
2nd quality           135-150.
Friesians                110-130.

Heifers  
1st quality            145-176.
2nd quality            130-144.

Beef Cows
1st quality            110-144.
2nd quality             75-108.

Dairy Cows
1st quality              105-117.
2nd quality             85-104.

Store Cattle

Prices Remain Firm
Store bullocks up to 400kg 
1st quality            170-198.
2nd quality           148-165.

Store bullocks 400-500kg 
1st quality            148-185.
2nd quality           135-147.

Store bullocks over 500kg
1st quality            157-182.
2nd quality           130-155.

Store heifers up to 350kg
1st quality            155-176.
2nd quality           135-152.

Store heifers over 350kg
1st quality            148-168.
2nd quality           125-145.

Dropped Calves  (£/Head)

Strong Demand
Continental bull calves 
1st quality            215-340.
2nd quality           145-210.

Continental heifer calves
1st quality            125-225.
2nd quality            75-120..

Friesian bull calves
1st quality             50-100.
2nd quality              20-48.
Holsteins                  5-40.

Sheep (p/kg)

Total NI Lamb/Hoggets Slaughterings
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This Week’s Quotes
w/e 6/09/08

Lambs 280-285

Ewes 125

This Week’s Marts

Last Week’s Paid Prices
w/e 30/08/08

The NI average price for lambs last week was:
Liveweight: 246p     Deadweight: 286p     Overall: 262p
The GB average deadweight price was 291p

ROI
The number of well fleshed
lambs remains tight with
deals above quoted prices
freely given to gain supplies.
Butchers are paying up to
the equivalent of 325p to
purchase quality stock. Most
plants are quoting 370c
which at current exchange
rates equates to 300p. Lamb
numbers are increasing but
the French trade has
improved for Irish lamb to
365p providing a good
return for eligible lambs.

GB
With poor weather condi-
tions and farmers trying to
reduce input costs in the
form of feed and fertiliser
well finished lambs are in
short supply. Factories are
willing to pay up to 305p to
secure these supplies.

Next Week’s Quotes
w/e 13/09/08

Lamb prices have remained fairly static over the last couple of
weeks and all plants are indicating a steady trade at 280-285p
for next week. Ewes should start at 125p.

Lamb quotes have remained steady at
280-285p. Most plants were paying up to
21kg but one plant quoting 280p was paying
up to 22kg. Slaughter volume was similar to
the previous week at 13,770 lambs.

For the first 8 months of 2008 almost 348,000
lambs have gone through NI plants. This is
139,000 fewer lambs when compared to the
same period in 2007 and equates to a 29 per
cent reduction in throughput..

There was a seven per cent decrease in the number of lambs sold through the marts this week to
almost 15,800 head. Ewe trade was coming under pressure.
Heavy Ewes: £45-£58 Medium Quality: £32-£44 Plainer Ewes: £18-£30

SHEEP MART PRICES WEEK ENDED 4/09/08

No. of  Lambs
Av. price

(p/kg HW)

Fri 29 Killeter 1000 250-260

Sat 30 Donemana 1411 246-270

Hilltown 1576 236-309

Omagh 649 259-287

Swatragh 930 245-278

Mon 1 Crumlin 885 245-267

Kilrea 920 252-270

Gortin 1688 252-269

Tues 2 Saintfield 540 238-269

Rathfriland 1052 231-267

Lisahally 1243 252-276

Wed 3 Ballymena 1635 235-278

Enniskillen 454 238-258

Newtownstewart 769 245-262

Markethill 640 240-254

Thurs 4 Downpatrick 288 242-260

Dungannon 100 230-247
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CONTACT US: Website:- www.lmcni.com Tel:- 028 9263 3000 Fax:- 028 9263 3001

FQAS Helpline:- 028 9263 3024    Classification Queries:- 028 9263 3012    

Producer Prices:- 028 9263 3000          Answer Phone:- 028 9263 3011           Textphone users:- 18001 028 9263 3023

"LMC does not guarantee the accuracy or completeness of any third party information provided in or included with this publication.
LMC hereby disclaims any responsibility for error, omission or inaccuracy in the information, misinterpretation or any other loss, dis-
appointment, negligence or damage caused by reliance on third party information".

NI CATTLE PRICE AND CARCASE WEIGHT RANGES BY GRADE AND WEEK - JULY 2008

W/E 05/07/08 W/E 12/07/08 W/E 19/07/08 W/E 26/07/08 W/E 02/08/08

Grade
Price
(p/kg)

Weight 
(kg dw)

Price
(p/kg)

Weight 
(kg dw)

Price
(p/kg)

Weight 
(kg dw)

Price
(p/kg)

Weight 
(kg dw)

Price
(p/kg)

Weight 
(kg dw)

Steers U3 258-299 295-568 230-300 293-519 219-299 255-536 248-290 314-576 243-262 295-597

U4L 254-296 325-562 253-298 338-551 246-270 291-514 248-270 322-454 238-285 312-510

R3 100-298 251-521 187-297 249-555 214-295 257-533 235-289 244-503 227-282 261-488

R4L 251-294 271-547 241-296 248-470 239-289 252-444 236-280 278-474 232-276 261-476

O+3 241-294 233-442 238-294 235-427 233-290 212-475 231-278 208-422 218-267 225-425

O+4L 232-289 263-476 238-288 250-434 232-289 275-413 230-268 246-445 224-262 177-462

Heifers U3 256-280 222-465 254-300 239-427 233-296 252-482 252-266 248-463 243-292 262-482

U4L 254-280 284-481 249-296 304-441 247-289 294-417 248-268 256-481 240-260 272-456

R3 210-298 228-423 226-298 229-390 237-295 225-456 220-296 225-423 231-282 224-400

R4L 245-296 228-397 235-294 245-403 230-291 240-437 235-289 246-400 215-276 236-404

O+3 225-296 212-360 236-293 192-372 234-292 196-401 185-272 210-388 215-268 188-394

O+4L 234-289 226-372 230-294 218-382 233-272 224-429 224-284 234-385 221-261 215-369

Young
Bulls

U3 259-284 260-562 236-278 267-576 190-270 272-553 233-266 286-470 244-262 256-521

R3 175-279 234-625 219-274 257-476 248-270 235-446 234-262 256-431 239-256 266-481

O+3 245-276 245-441 199-270 188-557 190-262 229-561 218-258 219-397 226-250 233-351

Notes

1. The above table gives the range of prices and the range of dressed carcase weights by grade for cattle slaughtered in NI on a
weekly basis.

2. The range shown is the overall range and should be viewed with the knowledge that there may be only one animal represented at
the extremes.
3. No definitive explanation can be given for the top and bottom prices and weights, but niche specialities and partial condemnations
are likely to be the main reasons.
4. Producers should enquire of the meat plants what specification they have to meet to get prices at the top of the range.


