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DATES FOR
YOUR DIARY

FQAS Liaison Officer - Not
sure what you need for your
inspection? 

Had an inspection and you’re not
sure how to deal with the action
points?

Linda will be at the following
marts next week:

NI Blue Cattle Club
BBG Calf Show and Meat

Joint Young Handlers
Competition,
Sat,Aug 16

Moira Arena,
tel; 07815 495868

British Texel Society

PREMIER TEXEL SHOW
AND SALE

Thurs 14 and Fri 15 August,
Dungannon Farmers Mart

Thurs Show 3.00PM  
Thurs Shearling ewes

6.00PM 
Fri Ram lambs 10.30AM  

Fri Shearling rams 11.00AM 

Day w/c 11/08/08

Tue Omagh

Wed Camlough

Thur Rathfriland

UK SHEEPMEAT TRADE
UK sheepmeat imports fell by four per cent to 58,750 tonnes between January and May 2008 com-
pared to the same months last year. Imports from New Zealand decreased by six per cent due to
reduced availability, while imports from ROI dropped because of lower sheepmeat production.

Beef production in 2008 will decrease because
prime cattle slaughterings are forecast to fall by
five per cent to 2.05 million head this year.
Prime slaughterings will drop due to decreasing
cow numbers in the UK as a consequence of
lower calf births in the last two years due to the
continuing decline in UK cow number. Cow and
bull slaughterings are expected to rise by 14 per
cent to 510,000 head, which will partially com-
pensate for the reduction in prime beef output.

Increased cow beef production and the weaken-
ing of sterling against the euro in 2008 should
lead to beef exports growing by 27 per cent to
85,000 tonnes. The ban on beef imports from
Brazil will result in total imports decreasing to
290,000 tonnes. The reduction in beef produc-
tion and imports in the UK coupled with an
increase in exports will reduce the supply of
beef on the UK market. Therefore it is expect-
ed that total consumption will fall by four per
cent. Higher retail prices and the gloomy
economic climate could also have negative
impact on beef consumption.

Forecasts for 2009 indicate that beef production
will drop one per cent to 850,000 tonnes as the
prime kill falls two per cent to 2 million. Cow
and bull slaughterings will grow by eight per cent
to 550,000 head, but the rise will not prevent
total output falling.
Imports and exports are forecast to hold at

2008 levels next year. Beef consumption could
fall one per cent to 1.055 million tonnes due to
the decrease in UK beef production.

Forecasts for the UK sheep sector indicate that
the gradual decline in sheepmeat production
and consumption will continue. In 2008 sheep-
meat production is forecast to decrease margin-
ally to 324,000 tonnes. A two per cent drop in
lamb slaughterings is behind the fall in produc-
tion. Ewe and ram slaughterings will remain
unchanged at approximately 2.2 million head.
Exports are projected to grow by 17 per cent to
82,000 tonnes following the disruptions to trade
in the second half of 2007 caused by the FMD
outbreak and Bluetongue cases in GB. Imports
will grow by three per cent to 132,000 tonnes
to compensate for the fall in domestic produc-
tion and increased exports. Total UK consump-
tion will fall by two per cent to 374,000 tonnes
this year.

The outlook for 2009 is for a three per cent
decrease in UK production to 315,000 tonnes
due to the reduction in the overall UK flock.
Lamb slaughterings are forecast to decrease by
five per cent to 13.2 million head and ewe
slaughterings could fall three per cent to 2.15
million head. Imports will remain at 132,000
tonnes, but the decrease in production will
reduce exports by three per cent to 80,000
tonnes. UK consumption is predicted to fall two
per cent to 367,000 tonnes.

Source: AHDB

UK Sheepmeat Imports 2006-2008

(tonnes)
Jan-
May

2006

Jan-May
2007

Jan-
May

2008

% change 
2008-2007

Jan/May
Import

Share

Total 52,175 60,978 58,744 -4 -

Main Sources:

New Zealand 40,885 49,876 47,024 -6 80%
Australia 4,759 4,604 6,351 +38 11%
ROI 2,516 2,410 2,066 -14 4%

UK sheepmeat exports
increased by five per cent to
32,450 tonnes over the
same period. Exports to
France grew two per cent to
23,100 tonnes, while the vol-
ume of sheepmeat sold to
ROI rose by over 90 per
cent to 3,100 tonnes.

The latest Cattle Market Outlook report produced by the Agriculture and Horticulture
Development Board (formerly MLC) reports that beef production in the UK will contract by
two per cent to 861,000 tonnes in 2008.  Beef exports are expected to grow, but imports
should fall so the overall net effect will be a contraction in beef supplies in the UK to
1,067,000 tonnes this year.  The UK will be 80 per cent self sufficient for beef.
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Prime Beef Deadweight (p/kg)

UK & ROI CATTLE PRICES (W/E 02/08/2008)

Scotland Northern
England

Midlands
& Wales

Southern
England

Northern
Ireland

Rep of 
Ireland

Steers U3 277.3 269.7 259.0 252.0 256.9 260.8
U4 276.3 272.1 265.2 254.0 252.0 260.7
R3 272.0 264.4 256.2 247.5 251.6 256.2
R4 272.5 268.3 250.7 247.3 247.9 256.3
O3 259.7 254.9 236.5 237.2 241.0 246.4
O4 264.3 264.8 240.6 238.1 244.8 246.3

Average 271.4 265.2 245.9 240.7 246.7 -

Heifers U3 275.0 266.8 300.6 252.6 258.1 265.9
U4 277.0 269.3 257.0 251.8 252.6 -
R3 272.0 264.4 256.4 244.0 251.7 259.6
R4 273.2 263.4 253.4 244.7 246.4 260.3
O3 256.7 253.3 239.0 230.5 241.1 248.2
O4 267.8 259.1 241.7 235.4 239.8 248.6

Average 270.8 261.6 248.1 236.4 247.4 -

Young
Bulls

U3 263.7 256.7 247.5 250.9 256.7 271.3
R3 257.8 251.6 240.6 246.1 250.2 262.9
O3 247.0 234.1 233.3 235.3 236.6 245.7

Average 257.1 247.5 240.3 237.5 246.8 -

Prime Cattle 
Price Reported

3,848 4,948 2,896 3,490 3,669 19,778

Cows O3 216.7 207.6 192.4 169.3 200.4 214.0
O4 222.6 207.1 190.7 179.4 204.5 214.4
P2 153.8 169.6 170.5 149.7 167.2 185.8
P3 179.5 192.9 185.5 162.8 182.0 209.5

 NI Clean Cattle Slaughterings
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Notes 
(i) prices are p/kg Sterling;ROI prices converted at 1 Euro= 78.92p Stg. 
(ii) ROI prices are exclusive of 5.2% VAT. 
(iii) “4” includes 4L/4H; “O” includes O+/O/O. “U” includes -U/U+:“P” includes P-/P/P+
(iv) Prices are the total price paid inclusive of bonuses and top-ups.  
(v) Sources: AHDB, LMC & Irish Dept of Agriculture.
(vi) Approximately 79% of NI and 60% of GB prime cattle are price reported.  

Quotes for prime cattle decreased by another 4p to 250-252p for
U3 grade steers and heifers, although some cattle were carried
over at last week's prices. Producers were reluctant to sell at
250p and the plants indicated that they were killing fewer prime
cattle. By the end of the week there were reports of deals
offered above the quoted levels. Some plants killed more cows,
but others indicated that they would work with less stock.
Quotes for cows were unchanged at most plants, marginally
firmer at a couple, ranging 210-214p. The factories continue to
report that the beef trade remains slow, however cattle prices
have started to rise in GB, with Irish prices virtually unchanged
over the past three weeks.
Total cattle slaughterings last week decreased by five per cent to
almost 7,300 head. Prime slaughterings fell six per cent to 5,740
head and cows and bulls dropped four per cent to 1,550 head. So
far this year total slaughterings have decreased by eight per cent
to 243,734 head. The prime kill dropped 12 per cent to 201,750
head, but cows and bulls increased 14 per cent to 41,450 head.
529 calves were slaughtered so far this year compared to 10
calves last year.

Last  Week’s  Paid  Prices  
w/e 02/08/08

(Steers and heifers combined)

ROI & GB Price Comparisons

U3 258
R3 252
O+3 245

This  Week’s  Quotes
w/e 09/08/08

U3   250-252
R3    244-246
O+3 238-240

Irish quotes steady
There has been little change to
quotes for cattle in ROI over
the past three weeks. R grade
steers were quoted at 253-
258p. Heifers were unchanged
at 264-266p. Cows were
steady at 200-211p, with deals
up to 230p.

GB marts firmer
Steer supplies increased at the
marts, but the average price
rose £4 to £149/100kg.
Heifers increased £2 to
£151/100kg. The average cow
price rose £4 to £97/100kg.
Factory quotes are reported
to have increased in GB.

Next   Week’s   Quotes
w/e 16/08/08

Indications are that quotes will start unchanged next week at 250-
252p for U3 grade prime cattle and 210-214p for cows. With sup-
plies slow to appear at the current quotes and prices rising in the
GB, it could well be the case that NI prices will have to improve
next week if the plants are to maintain throughput levels.

The steer and heifer average dropped another 5p to 247p. Young
bulls decreased by 5p to 247p, while cows slipped 1p to 194p.
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Beef Marts
(£/100kg liveweight)

(week ending 07/08/08)

Finished Cattle 

Heifer prices increased at
some sales.
Steers
1st quality           145-174.
2nd quality          130-142.
Friesians             115-130.

Heifers  
1st quality           148-175.
2nd quality          119-143.

Beef Cows
1st quality           105-147.
2nd quality           90-103.

Dairy Cows
1st quality            90-108.
2nd quality           70-88.

Store Cattle
Prices for the best bullocks
increased.

Store bullocks up to 400kg 
1st quality           145-184.
2nd quality          113-140.

Store bullocks 400-500kg 
1st quality           142-172.
2nd quality          125-139.

Store bullocks over 500kg
1st quality           141-165.
2nd quality          120-136.

Store heifers up to 350kg
1st quality           130-155.
2nd quality          113-127.

Store heifers over 350kg
1st quality           128-154.
2nd quality          110-126.

Dropped Calves  (£/Head)
Continental calves were
more expensive.

Continental bull calves 
1st quality          180-325.
2nd quality         100-170.

Continental heifer calves
1st quality           150-240.
2nd quality           72-130.

Friesian bull calves
1st quality              40-76.
2nd quality             20-38.

Sheep (p/kg)

Total NI Lamb/Hoggets Slaughterings
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This  Week’s  Quotes
w/e 09/08/08

Lambs 265-270
Ewes 115

This  Week’s  Marts

Last  Week’s  Paid  Prices
w/e 02/08/08

The overall average price for lambs in NI fell 11p to 255p. The
deadweight average for lambs in GB dropped 6p to 285p.

No change in France
Quotes for export lambs in
France were unchanged at
300p, with demand reported to
be still quite slow.

Irish prices ease
Irish factory quotes were
unchanged at most places, but
they fell 3-8p at a couple of
plants to 264-267p. Some pro-
ducers were able to secure
deals at 271-279p particularly
at the start of the week. Lambs
for butchers' trade fell 8p to
286p. At the marts lambs fell by
£2/head to £51-£64/head.
Ewes were steady at the plants
at 105-113p, with up to 124p
being paid to larger suppliers.
They made £11-£55/head at
the sales. This week Irish prices
are converted at 1 Euro =
79.22p Sterling (3 day average
for the week) and exclude 5.2%
VAT.

Another drop in GB
Lamb supplies decreased by 10
per cent at the sales in GB, but
the average price still dropped
by 12p to 234p. Ewes fell £1 to
£32/head due to supplies rising
by over a third.

Next  Week’s  Quotes
w/e 16/08/08

Quotes are likely to continue at 265-270p for the start of next
week. Ewes may have to increase from 115p, if prices continue
to firm at the marts.

All the plants reduced their quotes by 5p to
265-270p. The plant at 265p was paying to
22kg deadweight, while the rest maintained a
limit at 21kg. Prices eased slightly at the marts
locally and they fell in GB. Irish prices also
slipped as reported weak demand in the
French market put producer prices under
pressure. Lamb slaughterings in NI in 2008
are 25 per cent lower  than the same period
last year at 294,500 lambs (down almost
100,000 lambs).
Ewes remained unchanged at the plants at
115p, despite a strong trade at the marts.

Lamb supplies dropped by roughly 10 per cent at the marts,
which prevented much change to the overall average at 252p
(-3p). Demand for ewes improved at a number of sales. Heavy
ewes £45-£64, medium quality £35-£45, plainer ewes £20-
£33/head.

SHEEP MART PRICES WEEK ENDED 06/08/08
No. of  Lambs Av. price

(p/kg HW)

Fri 1 Killeter 500 240
Sat 2 Donemana 851 232-260

Omagh 628 240-267
Swatragh 980 240-264

Mon 4 Crumlin 829 240-262
Kilrea 770 251-266
Gortin 1180 250-266

Tues 5 Saintfield 570 240-262
Rathfriland 583 238-268
Lisahally 827 258-278

Wed 6 Ballymena 1204 245
Newtownstewart 621 245-256

Markethill 700 240-278
Thurs 7 Downpatrick 268 238-246

Dungannon 50 222-246



ALL stake holders in sustainable food production across the entire island of Ireland, be they farmers, food producers or distributors
are being encouraged to have their voice heard at a major, one-day conference this September.

Terra Madre Ireland 2008 in Waterford is of critical importance to all those involved in the food chain including state bodies, retail-
ers, growers and food producers, according to the promoters.The four-day gastronomic festival is built around the day-long, major
food policy conference in Waterford Institute of Technology on September 5.

If you wish to participate then one of the morning workshops on Friday 5th September is probably the most appropriate way. It will
provide the opportunity to network with Ministers, Commissioners, regulators, policy makers and fellow food enthusiasts including
buyers, customers and consumers.There is a wide selection of food skills and cookery demonstrations available over the 4 days.

There will also be the opportunity to visit interesting artisan food producers courtesy of Slow Food Ireland. If you wish to partici-
pate for a one morning visit or for up to four days of the Food Festival. See details on the website or phone Celline at the Terra Madre
Office for an application form.Tel:051-860035  Prices have been kept as low as possible to ensure that a large attendance of produc-
ers. Early booking discounts are available for certain packages. You will be very welcome. see: www.terramadreireland.com
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CONTACT  US: Website:- www.lmcni.com Tel:- 028 9263 3000 Fax:- 028 9263 3001

FQAS Helpline:- 028 9263 3024    Classification Queries:- 028 9263 3012    

Producer Prices:- 028 9263 3000          Answer Phone:- 028 9263 3011           Textphone users:- 18001 028 9263 3023

"LMC does not guarantee the accuracy or completeness of any third party information provided in or included with this publication.
LMC hereby disclaims any responsibility for error, omission or inaccuracy in the information, misinterpretation or any other loss, dis-
appointment, negligence or damage caused by reliance on third party information".

SUSTAINABLE FOOD PRODUCTION

Notes
1. The above table gives the range of prices and the range of dressed carcase weights by grade for cattle slaughtered in NI on a weekly basis.

2. The range shown is the overall range and should be viewed with the knowledge that there may be only one animal represented at the extremes.

3. No definitive explanation can be given for the top and bottom prices and weights, but niche specialities and partial condemnations are likely to
be the main reasons.
4. Producers should enquire of the meat plants what specification they have to meet to get prices at the top of the range.

NI CATTLE PRICE AND CARCASE WEIGHT RANGES BY GRADE AND WEEK - JUNE 2008

W/E 07/06/08 W/E 14/06/08 W/E 21/06/08 W/E 28/06/08

Grade
Price
(p/kg)

Weight 
(kg dw) Price (p/kg) Weight 

(kg dw)
Price
(p/kg)

Weight 
(kg dw) Price (p/kg) Weight 

(kg dw)

Steers U3 206-300 265-569 200-295 289-533 244-289 300-556 256-290 297-590

U4L 207-290 327-554 252-292 338-531 249-290 340-546 254-298 332-531

R3 240-294 241-506 244-292 248-517 239-299 228-510 248-300 213-486

R4L 234-290 296-476 243-286 274-456 234-297 284-499 235-299 285-527

O+3 233-290 183-454 237-290 208-446 211-297 233-532 242-294 222-438

O+4L 228-290 237-462 240-272 301-481 227-290 256-435 242-290 265-429

Heifers U3 247-300 235-476 257-276 266-449 251-291 268-573 262-294 255-440

U4L 246-294 251-486 249-296 283-437 249-300 230-470 253-288 284-464

R3 244-290 222-444 242-293 235-410 243-295 213-422 246-299 217-408

R4L 237-290 235-462 234-290 239-458 237-295 212-462 248-296 228-421

O+3 198-282 199-393 236-290 205-385 236-295 195-379 237-297 200-359

O+4L 224-271 209-359 236-290 210-385 231-288 223-392 234-289 219-372

Young
Bulls

U3 228-274 269-555 256-290 281-545 219-282 262-544 241-284 278-621

R3 225-270 277-435 226-276 251-485 220-278 226-464 234-280 226-452

O+3 218-266 251-588 234-270 219-438 229-274 201-430 228-276 241-394


