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INTRODUCTION 
 

ABM – representing Red Tractor Beef and Lamb  
Assured Food Standards (AFS), the assurance organisation has 
restructured with six sector schemes integrating more closely behind 
the Red Tractor logo. The re-organised Assured Food Standards 
(AFS) will manage the standards underpinning assurance on behalf of 
the whole food chain.  
 
ABM acts as the Beef and Lamb Sector Board for AFS and is responsible for:  
�  Setting Red Tractor beef and lamb assurance standards throughout the whole chain 

(farm, transport, markets and abattoirs) 
�  Licensing standards to various Certification Bodies (who will inspect and certify 

against them) and ensuring consistent delivery of assurance across all providers  
�  Maintaining a central database of all procedures and businesses certified against the 

Red Tractor standards 
�  Promoting the benefits of assurance to both producers and businesses within the beef 

and lamb supply chain and to external bodies such as Government, NGO’s, Consumer 
organisations, etc 

�  Working with other beef and lamb assurance bodies throughout the UK to develop a 
commonly accepted approach to assurance  

 
Scope of these standards  
All ABM standards cover three main areas: 
·  Food Safety and Traceability 
·  Animal Welfare  
·  Environmental Protection 
 
The livestock market standards are an integral link in the beef and lamb assurance chain 
following farm and livestock transport. Significant numbers of livestock are still sold 
through livestock markets, hence the need for them to be included in the whole chain 
approach.  
 
Revisions 
 
The ABM Livestock Market TAC has agreed the ABM Livestock Market Standard:  
 
·  Phil Abbott, National Farmers Union (NFU) 
·  Glen Berry, Somerset County Council Trading Standards 
·  Chris Dodds, Livestock Auctioneers Association (LAA) 
·  Glen Dolan, British Meat Processors Association (BMPA)   
·  Eddie Harper, Road Haulage Association (RHA) 
·  Sarah Long, Assured British Meat (ABM) 
·  Miriam Parker, Animal Welfare Advisor  
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ABM Livestock Market Standard 
 

Scope and Objectives: 
 

�  The ABM Livestock Market Standard covers all livestock markets and other animal gatherings 
including Collection Centres. 

 
�  At all times food safety, animal welfare and traceability are of high importance. 

 
�  The Market Operators must be fully compliant with all current relevant legislation. 

 
�  The standard aims to provide significant guidance to assist in the interpretation and incorporation of 

the ABM Scheme within the everyday operation of the market or gathering. 
 
Standard: 
 

�  All sites must comply with all the standards in order to obtain certification to the ABM Livestock 
Market Standard. 

 
1.0 EMPLOYEES 
 

�  All employees must be competent when handling livestock and must be aware of the requirements 
for compliance with the Standard. 

 

Std No Standard Guidance 

1.1 

 
 
An Animal Health and Welfare Officer (AHWO) 
and deputies (if required) must be appointed and 
available at all times when animals are on the 
premises. 
 
 
CRITICAL FAILURE POINT 

The AHWO and deputies must have the 
authority to take any necessary action 
involving the health and welfare of animals 
within the market. Where the size of market 
or frequency of sales so requires, suitably 
qualified deputy AHWOs must be 
appointed to take responsibility for 
particular classes of livestock or particular 
sections of the market. 

1.2 The AHWO must be properly qualified.   

Qualifications accepted are an NVQ or 
through a recognised Accredited Prior 
Learning route, which involves the award 
of credits on the basis of demonstrated 
learning either as a result of a specific 
course, self-directed study, and work 
experience or leisure pursuits. 

1.3 
The AHWO must be responsible for the health, 
hygiene and welfare of stock whilst they are on 
market premises. 

The responsibilities must include 
1. Preparation of the premises for the sale 
process; 
2. Loading and unloading; 
3. Penning; 
4. Ensuring that food and water is 
provided as required if necessary 
5. Ensuring that proper arrangements have 
been made for the timely removal of stock 
from the market premises or that suitable 
lairage is provided at the market. 
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1.4 
The market operator must be responsible for 
ensuring that all records are up-to-date and 
available to Inspectors. 

Records to be kept include those relating 
to: 1. Complaints (concerning personnel, 
members of the public and vehicles) 
2. Inspections 
3. Corrective action 
4. Unfit, ill, injured and deceased animals 
5. Cleansing and disinfecting 
6. Livestock Movements 

1.5 

The AHWO must be acquainted with and able to 
contact at least one nominated vet (or veterinary 
practice) who can be called immediately if there 
is any concern about an animal’s health or 
welfare. 
 
CRITICAL FAILURE POINT 

 

1.6 

The name(s) of the current AHWO and Deputies, 
the Local Authority Inspector (LAI) and Animal 
Health Divisional Office (AHDO), together with 
contact details must be displayed in a publicly 
visible manner. 

The notice must, as a minimum, be 
displayed in or near the market office and 
in livestock areas.   

1.7 

Market operators must only employ drovers who 
are competent in the proper handling of animals 
under their control and who move animals in a 
compassionate manner. 

All drovers including seasonal staff must 
have adequate and relevant experience in 
handling stock.  

1.8 
All regular and permanent staff must have started 
an NVQ course or equivalent within 12 months of 
starting work 

The Market Operators must be able to 
demonstrate that staff have completed or 
are undertaking a relevant NVQ or 
equivalent. 

1.9 
A record of all staff and known contact with 
livestock must be kept. 

This must include all staff employed by the 
market, including administrative staff and 
their known contact with livestock outside 
the market. 

1.10 
A record of training must be kept for all staff 
handling livestock. 

This must include all training (both in-
house and external training course for 
both) for full time and seasonal staff, 
confirmation that all new staff have 
undergone immediate induction prior to 
commencing work and confirmation that 
they have received, signed for and 
understood the DEFRA Welfare of Animals 
in Livestock Markets Code of Practice. 

1.11 
All market staff must be clearly identified during 
operational hours. 

They must wear a uniform smock, 
armband, label or other noticeably 
identifiable clothing to differentiate them 
from other market users.  The AHWO must 
also be easily identifiable. 

1.12 
The name of the AHWO(S) and Deputies must be 
notified to the AHDO. 

This must be done annually or when the 
AHWO responsibilities pass from one 
person to another. 
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1.13 

Market operators must ensure that all staff are 
aware of biosecurity procedures and encourage all 
persons attending the market to be aware of the 
biosecurity procedures. 

The Biosecurity procedures in Sales, 
Markets and Lairs Order 1975 and The 
Diseases of Animals Order 1981, must be 
adhered to and ABM recommends that the 
DEFRA Biosecurity in Livestock Markets 
and/or DARD “Biosecurity Code for NI 
Farms” information is also adhered to. 

 
2.0 PREMISES CONSTRUCTION 
 

�  The site and facilities must ensure that no injury or harm is caused to livestock. 
 

2.1 

All Livestock Markets in Northern Ireland must 
be Licensed by DARD in accordance with the 
relevant legislation and must be fully compliant 
will the licence conditions. 
 
CRITICAL FAILURE POINT 

Markets must be licensed by DARDNI 
under the Sales, Markets and Lairs Order 
1975 and The Diseases of Animals Order 
1981. 

2.2 
All pens must be adequate for the animals in 
them. 

Adequate means that construction must be 
such to prevent animals jumping out or 
getting their heads and legs stuck. 

2.3 

There must be no sharp edges or projections 
likely to cause injury or harm to animals 
anywhere in the market to which livestock has 
access. 

This must include broken metal bolts, loose 
sheeting and other constructional defects 
that may cause harm. 

2.4 
All surfaces in the market, where animals move 
must be non-slip. 

Concrete must be well scored. Straw or 
similar material must be used in addition if 
surfaces become dangerous due to urine, 
faeces, rain, frost or other hazard.  All 
surfaces must be kept repaired so as to 
ensure the safe movement of livestock over 
the surface.  When designing new premises 
or upgrading existing ones, the positioning 
of drains and/or covered grates in areas 
where animals are being moved or held is 
to be avoided. 

2.5 

There must be sufficient and suitable 
loading/unloading facilities with the minimum 
possible incline so as not to cause injury or harm 
to livestock 

Suitable facilities including ramps must 
allow for the inspection of animals and 
adequate side protection. Current/relevant 
legislation must be adhered to regarding 
the angle of ramps. Current legislation 
gives a maximum external ramp angle of 
29 degrees for all species. 

2.6 

There must be an available supply of clean water 
and feed to enable all livestock to be provided 
with food and water so as to not suffer from 
hunger and thirst. 

 

2.7 
An adequately designed and maintained facility 
must be provided for the inspection of animals for 
identification or veterinary purpose. 

Adequate inspection facilities are a crush 
or race in which the animals can be safely 
restrained. 
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2.8 
The market must have an identified isolation pen, 
and the means to identify a pen containing an 
unfit, ill or diseased animal. 

The isolation pen must be available for 
immediate use. It must be of solid 
impervious construction with separate 
drainage. If an animal is deemed unfit to 
be moved to the isolation pen there must be 
signs readily available to indicate that the 
animal within the pen is in isolation. 

2.9 
The market must be maintained in a clean and 
sanitary condition at all times, using DARD 
approved disinfectants. 

This includes all pens, sale rings, lairage 
facilities and all other parts of the market. 
Cleansing and disinfection must be 
completed after the last animal has left the 
premises and before an animal gathering is 
held on the premises again. 

 
3.0 ARRIVAL 
 

�  Only livestock which is deemed fit for sale must be accepted for sale 
 

3.1 

The market operators must have procedures for 
dealing with unfit, ill or injured animals, and 
maintain records of all instances where an animal 
is precluded from sale or/and a vet contacted. 

Unfit animals include those who are 
disease, ill, injured, lame, deformed, 
emaciated, weak or exhausted, or animals 
likely to give birth whilst at market. The 
animals must be isolated and appropriate 
action taken. The procedures must have a 
named emergency slaughter man or 
knackerman to safely and legally dispose 
of carcasses. 

3.2 
Lactating females with overstocked udders must 
be milked in the market before further movement.  

3.3 
Calves must not be accepted for sale if under 
seven days old or if it has an unhealed navel.  

3.4 
Calves must not be accepted for sale if they have 
been offered for sale in any market in the 
previous 28 days. 

 

 
4.0 LAIRAGE AND SALE 
 

�  The lairage and sale of any animal must have due regard for food safety, animal welfare and 
traceability. 

 

4.1 
Market personnel must not mix species in the 
same pen, nor mix animals of significantly 
different sizes or temperaments. 

Market operators must ensure that market 
personnel adhere to this standard.  The 
mixing of different consignments of stock 
should also be avoided. 

4.2 
Horned and unhorned cattle must not be mixed, 
unless they have been reared together. 

 

4.3 
Adult bulls must be penned separately except 
when they have been reared together or, if halter 
broken, they are secured by the head. 
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4.4 
Fractious stock must be penned separately so as 
to avoid injury to themselves or other stock. 

They must be kept with other stock of the 
same species if this is necessary to avoid 
harm to market personnel or other stock. It 
is preferred that fractious animals are kept 
with animals from the same holding 
although this may not be possible if animals 
are brought in on their own. 
Ideally a written plan should be available of 
how to deal with fractious stock. 

4.5 
Animals with young at foot must not be kept in 
the same pen as any other animals, unless they 
have always been running together. 

In any event, stock with young at foot must 
not be penned in such a manner that 
distresses either the young or the dam. 

4.6 

Covered accommodation must be provided for 
the sale of lactating or pregnant dairy cows, 
calves, all pigs and unaccompanied lambs under 
four weeks of age. 

 

4.7 
No animals must be unnecessarily exposed to 
the weather, or be kept in inadequately 
ventilated premises 

Unnecessary exposure would be if covered 
accommodation was available but not used 
in the case of bad weather for example. 

4.8 

An adequate supply of suitable, dry bedding 
must be provided for: calves; dairy cattle in milk 
or in calf; all pigs; and lambs under four weeks 
of age. 

 

4.9 
Calves must not be tied by the neck, muzzled, 
held by the tail or 'wheel-barrowed'. 

If string is used for identification purposes it 
must be removed before animals leave the 
market premises. 

4.10 
Calves must be penned so that they all can lie 
down together.  

4.11 
Pigs must be penned so that they all can lie 
down together. 

 

4.12 
Boars over six months must be penned on their 
own unless raised in compatible groups or they 
are accustomed to one another. 

 

4.13 
The distance moved by livestock from unloading 
to their pens must be minimised, as must the 
distance between pens and sales rings. 

 

4.14 
Excessive force must not be used at any time on 
livestock. 

Behaviour of personnel must not cause 
unnecessary suffering or distress to 
livestock.  The AHWO must take appropriate 
action with persons abusing this standard. 

4.15 

 
Electric goads must not be used except where 
guidance allows and in any case not excessively. 
 
 
CRITICAL FAILURE POINT 

If necessary as a last resort, electric goads 
must only be used on the hind quarters of 
cattle over 6 months which are refusing to 
move forward where there is space for them 
to do so. The AHWO must take appropriate 
action with persons abusing this standard. 

4.16 
Sticks must only be used as an extension of the 
arm to guide, persuade and encourage livestock. 

Sticks used must not be capable of causing 
damage to animals i.e. not have sharp 
points, nails etc. Alkethene pipe must not be 
used. The AHWO must take appropriate 
action with persons abusing this standard. 
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4.17 
Sheep must not be pulled or dragged by the 
fleece, horns or legs. 

The AHWO must take appropriate action 
with persons abusing this standard. 

4.18 
Pigs must only be moved by the sensible use of 
boards. 

The AHWO must take appropriate action 
with persons abusing this standard. 

4.19 

Auctioneers must announce at the time of sale, 
and include in pre-sale publications and pass to 
purchasers all information that is relevant to the 
animals. 

Relevant information is: farm assurance 
status, health and welfare status, medicine 
withdrawal periods, feeding regimes. 

4.20 
Market operators must have means by which the 
assurance status of livestock/vendors can be 
verified. 

Verification methods include access to the 
ABM or NI BL FQAS  member checker or 
other on-line checker/database. Telephone 
access to the certification bodies is also 
acceptable. 

4.21 

Animals must not be offered for sale if they have 
not completed the specific withdrawal period 
from medical treatments unless a statement is 
made to the contrary. 

Market operators must make vendors aware 
of this condition of sale. 

4.22 

Market operators must ensure that animals are 
not kept unnecessarily at markets, especially 
pregnant or lactating females and very young 
animals. 

 

4.23 

Market operators must ensure that all calves are 
removed from the sale premises within 4 hours 
of the time when the last sale by auction of a calf 
has taken place on that day.   

 

4.24 
Where animals are required to be lairaged at the 
market overnight the market must have suitable 
pens allocated. 

The AHWO must take due care and 
consideration for the welfare of animals and 
compliance with the ABM standards, 
including access to food and water and 
bedding. 

4.25 
Contact details, in the case of emergency, must 
be displayed on the entrance gates to the market. 

The contact details must be for a responsible 
person and / or veterinary practice or the 
Police if prior arrangements have been 
made with them. 

  
5.0 DOCUMENTATION 
 
�  Documentation must be kept in accordance with legislative requirements. 
 
�  Documentation must allow for full traceability of livestock. 
 

5.1 

Market operators must collect and complete, as 
necessary, all passports, movement forms and 
other documents particular to any animal, and 
will ensure that they are passed on, if 
appropriate, to purchasers as required by 
legislation. 

Market operators must fully comply with the 
Cattle ID (Notification of Births, Deaths and 
Movements) Regulations (NI) 1999, Cattle 
Identification (Enforcement) Regulations 
(NI) 1998 and Sheep and Goats 
Identification and Movement (Amendment) 
Order (NI) 2006 

5.2 
Market operators must notify APHIS of all cattle 
movements onto and off the market premises. 

This may be done by DARD staff within the 
market or by the market staff after the 
market has finished. 
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5.3 

Market operators must keep accurate, up-to-date, 
detailed records of all transactions and 
movements of animals through their premises to 
ensure that all traceability requirements are met. 
 
CRITICAL FAILURE POINT 

Such records must include, for each lot 
offered for sale, the names and addresses of 
vendors and purchasers, and details of the 
lot. 

5.4 
Pigs to be sold as farm assured must arrive at 
market having already been slap marked. 

 

 
6.0 TRANSPORTATION 
 

�  Livestock transport must ensure that food safety and animal welfare is maintained at all times. 
 

6.1 
Vehicle washout and disinfecting facilities must 
be provided on the premises. 

 

6.2 
All vehicles must be cleaned and disinfected 
either on or off site as per legislative 
requirements. 

Vehicles must be cleansed and disinfected as 
required under current, relevant legislation.  

6.3 
All livestock to be sold as farm assured must be 
transported to the market on ABM approved (or 
equivalent) transport. 

Market operators must retain a copy of 
haulier’s details (inc ABM Membership No). 

6.4 
Market operators must have a mechanism 
through which they can verify the assurance 
status of a haulier. 

A verification system is available through 
the ABM member checker, telephone link to 
certification bodies or database supplied by 
certification bodies. 

6.5 

AHWO's must ensure that procedures are in 
place to record and report any vehicles that are 
deemed unfit for transport or with visible 
construction defects to the market operators who 
must then take appropriate action. 

All incidents must be reported in the 
complaints file. ABM recommends that all 
complaints of incidences where vehicles are 
seen to be unfit for the transport of livestock 
and Animal Welfare is deemed to be 
compromised be reported directly to the 
ABM Office.  

 
7.0 BIOSECURITY AND PUBLIC SAFETY 
 

�  Biosecurity and Public Safety are critical to food safety, animal welfare and traceability. 
 

7.1 
Procedures must be in place to ensure that public 
access to the livestock must be kept to a 
minimum. 

Access must be available for all those 
involved with the running of the market and 
the movement or trading of stock. 

7.2 
Notices must be displayed to prevent 
unnecessary public access. 

 

7.3 

Market operators must have procedures in place 
so that anyone, including the general public, who 
wantonly or unreasonably annoys an animal, is 
to be removed from the premises. 

 

7.4 
The market operators must ensure that 
appropriate toilet and washing facilities are 
available for staff and the general public. 

Facilities must be clean and well 
maintained. 
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7.5 
Facilities, including footbaths, for cleansing and 
disinfecting footwear must be provided at 
entrances and exit points of the animal area. 

The market operators must discourage and 
take appropriate action against, any person 
with visibly contaminated clothing and 
footwear entering the animal area. 

7.6 Dogs must be kept under control at all times.  

 
8.0 ENVIRONMENT 
 
�  All activities must ensure that due care and consideration is taken for the surrounding environment. 
 

8.1 
A vermin control programme must be 
implemented and recorded. 

Internal or external control must be 
recorded including the name of the person 
in charge of putting down bait. 

8.2 
Waiting times for vehicles delivering livestock 
must be minimised. 

This is especially important at sales where 
extra large numbers, or extreme weather 
conditions, are involved and animal welfare 
would benefit from advanced planning of 
arrival times. 

8.3 

All bedding materials, muck, effluent, 
bovine/ovine milk, carcases and rubbish must be 
disposed of under the current, relevant 
legislation. 

Evidence of a licence to spread muck, 
discharge licence, registered tip or other 
method must be documented.  Regulations 
for on site storage on material must be 
followed. 

8.4 
The market operators must have a contingency 
plan for dealing with fires, escaped animals and 
other emergencies. 

 



 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Assured British Meat 
PO Box 5273 

Milton Keynes 
MK6 1HL 

 
Tel: 01908 844315 
Fax: 01908 844723 

Email: abmsec@abm.org.uk 
 


