
THE latest consumer demand figures for GB for
the four weeks ending 13 June 2010 from
Kantar Worldpanel, provide a valuable insight

into beef demand in GB in the last month.  The
figures show that in the month ending 13 June the
average price of beef was 1% higher than it was in
the same period last year.  This led to a decline of
almost 1% in volume of beef purchased by
consumers meaning total expenditure on those
purchases was virtually the same as in the same
period last year.  While this year-on-year comparison
shows stability, it is worth noting that expenditure in
the four weeks ending 13 June is around 10% lower
than the previous month as demand for beef
continues its usual seasonal decline.    

In those four weeks, as illustrated by the chart below,
over 50% of beef was sold as mince while the bulk of
the remaining sales was accounted for by roasting
joints and frying / grilling steaks (see Figure 1).  In

terms of expenditure, frying / grilling cuts accounted
for 34% of sales with mince accounting for almost
40%, reflecting the higher price of steaks (see Figure
2 below).  

With this in mind, the increased volumes of frying
/grilling steaks sold in the four weeks ending 13 June
2010, (compared to the same period in the previous
year) is bound to generate some encouragement in
the industry.  The increased sales of steak was driven
to some extent by a slight reduction (-1.1%) in the
price.  As a result volume steak sales were up by 8%
with expenditure on these frying/grilling cuts up by
7% compared to the same period last year (mainly at
the expense of roasting joints where spend was down

by 10%).  It is possible of course that this increase
has also been driven by some non-price factors, such
as better weather this May / June which will have
driven up steak sales at every price level.  

While it appears that consumers have responded to
lower steak prices etc, it would appear that mince
sales have been less responsive to a change in price.
Retail mince prices were up by 1.1% over the four
weeks ending 13 June.  This increase led to a
proportionate reduction in demand (-0.9%), meaning
that expenditure on mince was about the same as
last year (+0.2%). 

This static expenditure on mince contrasted with a
sharp downturn in spend on roasting and stewing
cuts compared to the same period last year.
However, overall beef expenditure in GB held up due
to the increased sales of mince and steaks, which
accounted for more than two thirds of beef sales last
month. 
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All reported prices and quotes based on the UK Dressing Spec.

THIS week the factories are quoting a base price of 256-
260p/kg for U3 steers and heifers.  The majority of the
plants are quoting 258p/kg for both steers and heifers.

However, one plant is quoting 256p/kg for prime stock while
another is quoting 260p/kg for heifers.  In this environment it
pays to price around.  

The weaker quotes follow last week’s reduction in prices when
quotes were reduced by 4p/kg in the plants.  This was reflected
in the reported prices with U3 steer prices reduced by 4.1p/kg
compared to the previous week.  Average steer prices were
2p/kg lower than the previous week, while the average heifer
price was down by 3p/kg.  

With many buyers remarking on the abundance of bulls in the
system, it is notable that despite the 4p/kg reduction in quotes
last week, average young bull prices only fell by 1p/kg.  U3
bulls fell in price by 3p/kg.  

Last week’s total cattle kill was nearly 9,400 head, up by
around 6% from the previous week.  This was driven to a large
extent by a greater cow kill with nearly 1,500 head slaughtered,
almost 500 head more than the previous week.  

Information

Comments:
bulletin@lmcni.com

Notes: 
(i) Prices are p/kg Sterling - ROI prices converted at 1 Euro=82.66p Stg. 
(ii)Shading indicates a reduction on price reported in the previous bulletin. 
Further explanatory notes on these tables are available on request. 

Cattle

NNII CClleeaann CCaattttllee SSllaauugghhtteerriinnggss ((‘‘000000 hheeaadd ppeerr  wweeeekk))

NNII AAvveerraaggee WWeeeekkllyy CClleeaann CCaattttllee PPrriiccee ((pp//kkgg CCWW))

2007/2008 prices adjusted to provide a like-for-like comparison with
prices calculated under the new UK Dressing Specification. 

CCaattttllee QQuuootteess
LLaasstt WWeeeekk
2233//0066//1100

TThhiiss WWeeeekk
3300//0066//1100

U3 258 - 260p  
+ 8p bonus for in spec

256 - 260p  
+ 8p bonus for in spec

R3 252 - 254p
+ 8p bonus for in spec

250 - 254p
+ 8p bonus for in spec

O+3 246 - 248p
+ 8p bonus for in spec

244 - 248p
+ 8p bonus for in spec

Cows 210 - 218p 210 - 216p

PPrriicceess ((SStteeeerrss aanndd hheeiiffeerrss ccoommbbiinneedd))
WW//EE 

1122//0066//1100
WW//EE 

1199//0066//1100
WW//EE 

2266//0066//1100
U3 267.8p 268.3p 264.5p
R3 263.8p 264.4p 261.7p

O+3 256.9p 258.1p 256.0p

THE MARKETS

The NI Cattle Prices Table has been amended to include more detail with prices for a
wider range of grades provided.  If you need further information on prices contact the
LMC Technical Department on 028 9263 3000.

UK & ROI CATTLE PRICES (W/E 26/06/2010)

Scotland 
Northern 
England

Midlands 
& Wales

Southern
England 

Northern 
Ireland

Rep of 
Ireland

Steers

U3 282.6 273.2 270.2 263.8 262.0 258.9
R3 278.5 270.1 262.9 256.0 260.6 249.9
R4 280.8 276.3 262.7 255.5 255.0 249.4
O3 266.8 260.6 245.6 244.3 251.9 235.5

Average 278.2 272.3 258.4 248.2 256.3 -

Heifers

U3 284.9 275.7 269.0 263.1 266.9 265.4
R3 277.6 267.2 262.2 257.0 262.7 256.4
R4 279.9 271.1 261.7 255.6 257.5 255.1
O3 264.0 261.1 247.8 245.2 250.6 240.2

Average 277.2 268.2 259.2 248.8 257.8 -

Young 
Bulls

U3 269.4 259.1 260.0 263.8 257.5 259.4
R3 266.2 251.3 253.0 255.1 251.8 254.4
O3 237.4 233.5 235.1 242.2 238.5 238.6

Average 257.7 242.7 245.2 247.1 248.8 -
Prime Cattle 

Price Reported 6,650 5,411 5,207 3,930 6,046 -

Cows

O3 207.9 215.3 211.2 200.1 211.8 209.3
O4 214.6 217.7 213.1 199.5 215.8 210.4
P2 151.5 182.1 176.6 172.1 162.2 187.6
P3 181.2 199.2 195.2 189.8 192.3 204.2

UU33 QQuuoottee:: 225566--226600pp//kkgg

AAnnsswweerrpphhoonnee SSeerrvviiccee
FFaaccttoorryy QQuuootteess && 

MMaarrtt RReessuullttss 
UUppddaatteedd 55ppmm DDaaiillyy

NNeexxtt wweeeekk’’ss qquuootteess
aavvaaiillaabbllee eeaacchh FFrriiddaayy

TTeell::  002288 99226633 33001111

WHILE prices were down across the board for prime cattle
in NI last week, prices in GB were firm.  In Scotland, the
average steer price increased last week by nearly 2p/kg,

while heifer prices were up by 1.5p/kg.  There was a 3p/kg
increase in the price of steers and young bulls in Northern
England while in the midlands, the average heifer price was up
by around 4p/kg.  In ROI, steer prices were down slightly (by 0.5
- 1p/kg) from the previous week, despite the euro being under

pressure last week.  This meant that in sterling terms ROI steer
prices  were 2 - 3p/kg lower than the previous week. Cow prices
came under significant pressure in ROI, with the O3 price down
by about 8p/kg in sterling terms.  In GB, cow prices were up
compared to the previous week, particularly in Scotland and in
Southern England.  

ROI & GB Price Comparisons

FFQQAASS HHeellpplliinnee
If you have had a recent
inspection and need help and
advice to rectify any non-
conformances, contact Seamus
on the FQAS helpline:
002288 99226633 33002244

Improved steak demand in 2010...
....while usual seasonal decline in beef demand  continues

HHoolliiddaayyss

LLMMCC ooffffiicceess wwiillll bbee
cclloosseedd oonn tthhee 1122//1133tthh

JJuullyy.. 

TThheerree wwiillll bbee nnoo BBuulllleettiinn
iinn tthhee wweeeekk ccoommmmeenncciinngg

1122 JJuullyy.. 

NI CATTLE PRICES (W/E 26/06/2010)
Steers Heifers Young Bulls Cows

U2 259.1 262.3 256.0 -
U3 262.0 266.9 257.5 230.8
U4L 256.6 262.4 252.1 230.2
R2 252.8 254.0 249.1 220.5
R3 260.6 262.7 251.8 224.0
R4L 255.6 258.3 247.7 224.4
O+2 246.7 247.5 243.3 210.0
O+3 257.4 254.6 243.6 221.3
O+4L 252.3 251.4 244.0 221.9
O4L 243.5 243.2 0.0 209.1
P+2 - - - 172.5
P+3 - - - 196.6

Average 256.3 257.8 248.8 204.7

MMiinnccee

FFrryyiinngg //
GGrriilllliinngg 

SStteewwiinngg

RRooaassttiinngg

OOtt
hhee

rr

RReettaaiill ddeemmaanndd iinnddiiccaattoorrss ffoorr bbeeeeff ccuuttss 
PPeerrcceennttaaggee cchhaannggee iinn PPrriiccee,, VVoolluummee  && EExxppeennddiittuurree 

FFoouurr wweeeekkss eennddiinngg 1133//0066//22001100,, ccoommppaarreedd wwiitthh ssaammee ppeerriioodd iinn 22000099
PPrriiccee VVoolluummee EExxppeennddiittuurree

All Beef +1.0% -0.9% +0.1%
Frying/Grilling -1.1% +7.9% +6.7%
Mince +1.1% -0.9% +0.2%
Roasting +0.2% -10.2% -10.0%
Stewing -1.7% -3.5% -5.1%

MMiinnccee

FFrryyiinngg //
GGrriilllliinngg 

SStteewwiinngg

RRooaassttiinngg

OOtt
hhee

rr

FFiigguurree 11.. BBrreeaakkddoowwnn ooff bbeeeeff ddeemmaanndd bbyy 
vvoolluummee,, FFoouurr WWeeeekkss EEnnddiinngg 1133 JJuunnee 22001100

FFiigguurree 22.. BBrreeaakkddoowwnn ooff bbeeeeff ddeemmaanndd bbyy ttoottaall
eexxppeennddiittuurree,, FFoouurr WWeeeekkss EEnnddiinngg 1133 JJuunnee 22001100

Source: Kantar Worldpanel / AHDB





THIS week, for the second week in succession, prices at
the marts were down considerably on the previous week.
In Rathfriland on Tuesday, there was a slightly bigger sale

than last week with prices down by 30p/kg at the bottom end
with the price of light lambs coming under most pressure.
Better prices were paid for heavier stock with £75 paid for
some 23kg lambs.  With large numbers of sheep going south,
the stronger pound is putting pressure on prices with the
southern buyers’ euro now worth less on this side of the
border. 

LMC does not guarantee the accuracy
or completeness of any third party
information provided in or included
with this publication. LMC hereby
disclaims any responsibility for error,
omission or inaccuracy in the
information, misinterpretation or any
other loss, disappointment,
negligence or damage caused by
reliance on third party information.

NNoott ffoorr ffuurrtthheerr ppuubblliiccaattiioonn oorr
ddiissttrriibbuuttiioonn wwiitthhoouutt pprriioorr ppeerrmmiissssiioonn

ffrroomm  LLMMCC

CCoonnttaacctt uuss:: 

WWeebbssiittee:: wwwwww..llmmccnnii..ccoomm

TTeelleepphhoonnee:: 002288 99226633 33000000

FFaaxx:: 002288 99226633 33000011

FFQQAASS HHeellpplliinnee:: 002288 99226633 33002244

AAnnsswweerrpphhoonnee:: 002288 99226633 33001111

CCllaassssiiffiiccaattiioonn QQuueerriieess:: 002288 99226633 33001122

TThhiiss wweeeekk ’’ss mmaarrttss

TTeexxtt SSeerrvviiccee
FFrreeee PPrriiccee QQuuootteess sseenntt 
ttoo yyoouurr mmoobbiillee pphhoonnee 

ttwwiiccee wweeeekkllyy
EEmmaaiill -- bbuulllleettiinn@@llmmccnnii..ccoomm 

TTeell::  002288 99226633 33002200

Sheep Prices

Sheep

NNII AAvveerraaggee WWeeeekkllyy SShheeeepp PPrriiccee ((pp//kkgg CCWW))

NNII LLaammbb // HHooggggeett SSllaauugghhtteerriinnggss ((‘‘000000 hheeaadd ppeerr  wweeeekk))

BBeeeeff mmaarrttss ((££//110000kkgg  lliivveewweeiigghhtt)) ((SSeevveenn DDaayyss EEnnddiinngg 2288//0066//1100))
FFiinniisshheedd CCaattttllee SSttoorree CCaattttllee DDrrooppppeedd CCaallvveess ((££//hheeaadd))

ffrroomm ttoo ffrroomm ttoo ffrroomm ttoo
SStteeeerrss SSttoorree bbuulllloocckkss uupp ttoo 440000kkgg CCoonnttiinneennttaall bbuullll ccaallvveess
1st quality 145 171 1st quality 140 158
2nd quality 127 144 2nd quality 125 139 1st quality 240 325
Friesians 92 130 2nd quality 185 238

SSttoorree bbuulllloocckkss 440000kkgg--550000kkgg
HHeeiiffeerrss 1st quality 150 171 CCoonnttiinneennttaall hheeiiffeerr ccaallvveess
1st quality 150 174 2nd quality 132 149
2nd quality 134 149 1st quality 185 235

SSttoorree bbuulllloocckkss oovveerr 550000kkgg 2nd quality 140 182
BBeeeeff CCoowwss 1st quality 140 155

2nd quality 127 139 FFrriieessiiaann bbuullll ccaallvveess
1st quality 123 146
2nd quality 100 122 SSttoorree hheeiiffeerrss uupp ttoo 445500kkgg 1st quality 80 135

1st quality 152 182 2nd quality 45 78
DDaaiirryy CCoowwss 2nd quality 130 151

HHoollsstteeiinn BBuullll CCaallvveess
1st quality 90 113 SSttoorree hheeiiffeerrss oovveerr 445500kkgg 10 80
2nd quality 70 89 1st quality 140 147

2nd quality 127 138

PPAAIIDD PPRRIICCEESS ((AAvveerraaggee)) PP//KKgg 

WW//EE
1122//0066//22001100

WW//EE
1199//0066//22001100

WW//EE
2266//0066//22001100

NI Liveweight 376.7p 354.8p 314.1p

NI Deadweight 396.6p 364.9p 329.3p

GB Deadweight 420.7p 387.7p 369.7p

NI SHEEP INDUSTRY UNSETTLED BY
FOYLE ANNOUCEMENT

THE MARKETS

LLaammbb qquuootteess rreedduucceedd ttoo 332200pp//kkgg

THIS week sterling continued its long term
appreciation against the euro, reaching
a new 19 month high of €1.23 on

Tuesday.   This has a significant impact on the
beef and sheep industry.  On the lamb side,
the value of sterling has a significant bearing
on the price that ROI buyers are prepared to
pay in the NI sheep marts and on the
competitiveness of NI lamb in European retail
markets.  On the beef side, the relative
competitiveness of NI beef in GB (our biggest
market) is heavily determined by the euro /
sterling exchange rate, given that ROI is a
major alternative supplier into GB.  A growing
proportion of boneless beef exports to the
Eurozone in recent years has also meant that
the beef industry in NI has become slightly
more sensitive to exchange rate fluctuations.  
The recent decline in the value of the euro
therefore creates a challenge when it comes to
marketing NI livestock or red meat in the
Eurozone (see table below) and producers may
be concerned that the euro value is currently
predicted to worsen.  However, producers
should bear in mind that  exchange rate trends
are difficult to predict and even if the pound
does continue to appreciate, any downsides
may be offset to some extent by benefits in the
form of reduced import / input costs.  

Pound reaches new 19
month high against

the euro

LLaammbb QQuuootteess

LLaasstt WWeeeekk 
2233//0066//1100

TThhiiss WWeeeekk 
3300//0066//1100

340p 320p

LAST week, the factories were quoting 340p/kg for lambs.
However, at the start of this week several plants had reduced
quotes to 320p/kg although one continued to quote 335p/kg.

By mid-week most of the plants were quoting 320p/kg.   This is a
reduction in quotes of around 20p/kg and reflects the trade in the
marts which is also down by a similar margin compared to last
week.  The weaker euro is undoubtedly driving the trade to some
extent this week, however, it is also worth noting that the trade is
in line with last year’s trends when quotes were 315-320p/kg.  

LAST week, the NI sheep industry was unsettled by
the announcement by Foyle Meats, that they would
close their lamb processing operation, blaming

reduced throughput.  The factory’s explanation for the
decision was both familiar and understandable.  Sheep
producers are well accustomed to hearing about the
ongoing reduction in the NI sheep flock – NI lamb
slaughterings for the year-to-date are currently 59% lower
than they were in the same period in 2006.  

This reduction has been mainly due to the structural
reduction in the ewe flock in NI, with producers exiting
the industry or downsizing.  The NI breeding ewe flock
has been reduced by 38% since its peak in 1998 when
there were 1.26m breeding ewes; in 2009 there were
0.79m head.  However, for processors like Foyle, the
issue has been exacerbated by external factors which
have affected the trade.  

Exports to ROI as a proportion of NI production have
increased from 23% in 2006 to 32% in 2009 and the
number of sheep imported from ROI for direct slaughter
has fallen by almost two thirds between 2006 and 2009.
In addition, there has been a voluntary moratorium by
the NI plants on sheep imports from GB since the
outbreak of Blue Tongue there in 2008.  In 2007, this
trade accounted for over 71,000 sheep, or 8.5% of the
NI kill.  

Margins in the NI beef and sheep processing industry are
typically narrow (2.1% average net profit as % of sales, in
2007: source: DARD).  With plants’ profitability depending
on efficiency and economies of scale, the reduced NI kill
has been a challenge for all NI plants.  It is in this
environment that Foyle has taken a commercial decision
to close its lamb operation.  

FFooyyllee ttoo ccoonnttiinnuuee ttoo pprrooccuurree llaammbb dduurriinngg JJuullyy
The immediate impact of the closure is uncertainty, not
least for the Foyle employees facing redundancy.  Sheep
producers are also facing considerable uncertainty,
particularly as this decision comes at a time when
farmgate lamb prices are already under seasonal
pressure.  However, the situation for producer groups
supplying Foyle has been mitigated by Foyle’s notification
that they will continue to buy their lambs until the end of
July.  This has provided Foyle’s producer base with
valuable time to find alternative buyers for their lamb.  

The medium term impact of Foyle’s decision will be
determined to some extent by whether other NI meat
plants see Foyle’s exit as an opportunity to grow their own
share of the lamb market.  

There may be opportunities for other plants to bid for
some of Foyle’s lamb orders and take a greater share of
NI lamb production.  This would lead to some
consolidation in the lamb processing sector in NI and may
help reduce unit costs for any plants that expand their
operations.  However, Foyle’s lamb closure also leads to
reduced competition for slaughter sheep in the domestic
market.   

Demand for NI lambs will also be underpinned by the
export trade to ROI.  This has always been a prominent
feature of the trade in NI and even with a strengthening
pound it is likely to remain so, with ROI buyers picking up
any surplus supply in the NI sheep marts.  

Ultimately the market will determine how much of Foyle’s
share of the sheep kill is slaughtered in NI or in ROI and
the impact of the closure, if any, on price in the coming
weeks.    

NNII UU33 HHeeiiffeerr PPrriiccee iinn EEuurroo TTeerrmmss
330000kkgg CCWW BBaasseedd oonn CCoonnssttaanntt PPrriiccee ooff 226600pp//kkgg

21-May 18-Jun 29-Jun

Pound Worth (€) €1.15 €1.20 €1.23

Price per KG 299c 312c 320c

Carcase Value €897 €936 €959

SSHHEEEEPP MMAARRTT PPRRIICCEESS SSEEVVEENN DDAAYYSS EENNDDEEDD 2299//0066//22001100

SSpprriinngg LLaammbbss

NNoo.. FFrroomm TToo

Wednesday Ballymena 813 300 348

Enniskillen 222 302 332

Newtownstewart 300 295 333

Markethill 700 310 337

Thursday Downpatrick 300 285 317

Saturday Hilltown 724 278 326

Swatragh 495 304 340

Omagh 339 301 318

Monday Crumlin 852 300 335

Kilrea 750 308 330

Gortin 847 290 345

Tuesday Saintfield 702 296 325

Lisahally 312 300 320

Rathfriland 772 280 326


