
IN the last week of January, the Bulletin (Issue No.
2101) provided an analysis of the trade in finished
cattle to and from NI.  This week’s bulletin will

provide an interim report on the import and export
trade in finished cattle between NI and GB / ROI for
the first five months of 2010. 

The figures for 2009 showed that numbers of cattle
imported to NI from ROI had increased substantially
in 2009, while imports from GB had stalled due to
Blue Tongue concerns.  Meanwhile, with significantly
stronger prices available across the water, exports of
finished cattle to GB were on the rise, while exports
of cattle to ROI were on the decline in 2009.  

In the first five months of 2010, similar trends have
been evident, although there have been some
important developments.  Imports of finished cattle
remain consistent with last year, while exports are  in
decine with reduced numbers shipped to ROI.  In the

first five months of 2010, around 17,000 head of
finished cattle have been imported by NI factories;
about the same as last year (Figure 1).  The
proportion of cattle imported from ROI relative to the
total NI kill remains similar to last year, with around
8.5% of cattle slaughtered in NI plants during the
period from January - May 2010, imported directly
from ROI.  

In 2009, there was a 32% increase in the number of
cattle being exported to GB for direct slaughter.
Figure 2 shows that this trend has continued in 2010
with exports of finished cattle to GB increasing in the
first five months of 2010 relative to the same period

last year.  However, it is important to stress that this
trade only involved 252 cattle per week (8 lorry loads)
in January and February 2010, and it weakened to
just 70 finished cattle shipped to GB in the third week
of May (Figure 3).  This decline was driven by lower
prices in GB which fell throughout the spring with the
differential between NI and GB prices hitting its
narrowest level in late April / early May.  Last week
there was an increase in numbers shipped to GB with
over 150 cattle exported there last week.  
Between January and May, finished cattle exports to
ROI were 70% lower compared to the same period
last year.  This trade has been in decline generally
over the last three years (Figure 2).
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All reported prices and quotes based on the UK Dressing Spec.

THIS Wednesday, with some reports of cattle numbers
tightening (the prime cattle kill was 13% lower last week),
two plants have raised their U3 quote to 262p/kg for both

steers and heifers.  The remainder continue to quote a base
price of 260p/kg, however, there are reports that stronger
prices (264p/kg) are being paid for good loads of heifers. 

Last week’s reported prices showed that U3 steers and heifers
were slightly higher than the previous week.  U3 steer prices
rose by 0.5p, while U3 heifer and young bull prices increased
by 1p/kg.  As has been common in the last number of months,
there were some sharp shifts in the price of fat class two
animals, with R2 steers and heifers falling in price by 5p/kg
and 4p/kg respectively.  U2 heifers were down in price by
around 5p/kg. 

On average steer and heifer prices were lower than the
previous week.  Average steer prices fell by 2.4p/kg while
average heifer prices were down by around 1p/kg.  Average
young bull prices increased by 0.7p. Average cow prices were
1.1p/kg stronger than the previous week, although cow prices
quoted by the factories remained more or less the same. 

Information

Comments:
bulletin@lmcni.com

Notes: 
(i) Prices are p/kg Sterling - ROI prices converted at 1 Euro=85.28p Stg. 
(ii)Shading indicates a reduction on price reported in the previous bulletin. 
Further explanatory notes on these tables are available on request. 

Cattle

NNII CClleeaann CCaattttllee SSllaauugghhtteerriinnggss ((‘‘000000 hheeaadd ppeerr  wweeeekk))

NNII AAvveerraaggee WWeeeekkllyy CClleeaann CCaattttllee PPrriiccee ((pp//kkgg CCWW))

2007/2008 prices adjusted to provide a like-for-like comparison with
prices calculated under the new UK Dressing Specification. 

CCaattttllee QQuuootteess
LLaasstt WWeeddnneessddaayy

2266//0055//1100
TThhiiss WWeeddnneessddaayy

0022//0066//1100

U3 260p  
+ 8p bonus for in spec

260 - 262p  
+ 8p bonus for in spec

R3 254p
+ 8p bonus for in spec

254 - 256p
+ 8p bonus for in spec

O+3 248p
+ 8p bonus for in spec

248 - 250p
+ 8p bonus for in spec

Cows 205 - 220p 205 - 220p

PPrriicceess ((SStteeeerrss aanndd hheeiiffeerrss ccoommbbiinneedd))
WW//EE 

1155//0055//1100
WW//EE 

2222//0055//1100
WW//EE 

2299//0055//1100
U3 270.2p 266.6p 267.3p
R3 265.9p 263.9p 263.7p

O+3 259.2p 258.5p 256.0p

THE MARKETS

The NI Cattle Prices Table has been amended to include more detail with prices for a
wider range of grades provided.  If you need further information on prices contact the
LMC Technical Department on 028 9263 3000.

UK & ROI CATTLE PRICES (W/E 29/05/2010)

Scotland 
Northern 
England

Midlands 
& Wales

Southern
England 

Northern 
Ireland

Rep of 
Ireland

Steers

U3 280.2 271.4 269.8 266.0 265.7 264.1
R3 276.6 271.3 260.4 258.1 263.0 254.8
R4 278.6 276.9 261.4 258.8 259.9 254.3
O3 261.4 263.4 247.0 246.8 250.8 240.8

Average 276.3 271.0 259.1 250.6 257.5 -

Heifers

U3 282.9 274.3 271.1 266.1 268.9 272.4
R3 276.3 270.2 258.7 259.1 264.4 260.2
R4 278.2 266.8 260.7 258.1 259.8 259.7
O3 257.4 253.6 243.3 245.7 250.2 245.1

Average 275.7 264.6 256.0 252.0 259.0 -

Young 
Bulls

U3 268.4 258.7 261.4 263.8 260.5 262.9
R3 263.2 250.6 253.2 253.2 254.2 255.5
O3 240.5 233.3 236.0 243.6 239.6 242.9

Average 259.0 240.1 243.0 241.6 249.3 -
Prime Cattle 

Price Reported 7,190 5,840 6,298 4,089 5,130 -

Cows

O3 205.6 213.8 198.8 197.4 207.6 223.0
O4 213.6 211.9 208.3 196.7 212.3 224.1
P2 150.6 177.5 168.6 157.5 162.2 198.7
P3 164.6 194.7 171.8 173.9 190.4 217.6

UU33 CCaattttllee QQuuoottee:: 
226600 -- 226644pp//kkgg

AAnnsswweerrpphhoonnee SSeerrvviiccee
FFaaccttoorryy QQuuootteess && 

MMaarrtt RReessuullttss 
UUppddaatteedd 55ppmm DDaaiillyy

NNeexxtt wweeeekk’’ss qquuootteess
aavvaaiillaabbllee eeaacchh FFrriiddaayy

TTeell::  002288 99226633 33001111

LAST week prices came under further pressure in GB.
Scottish, Northern England and Midland prices were reduced
compared to the previous week, with the sharpest declines

evident in Scotland where average steer and heifer prices fell by
around 2p/kg and average young bull prices were down by
almost 3p/kg.  The price reductions were less steep in England
with average steer and heifer prices down by less than 1p/kg
compared to the previous week.  In Southern England average

steer and heifer prices were up slightly. 
In ROI, prices were up strongly, with U3 steers up by more than
3c/kg and U3 heifer prices up by 6c/kg.  With the euro under
pressure, these translated in to more modest price increases in
sterling terms.  

ROI & GB Price Comparisons

FFQQAASS HHeellpplliinnee
If you have had a recent
inspection and need help and
advice to rectify any non-
conformances, contact Seamus
on the FQAS helpline:
002288 99226633 33002244

Reduction in exports of finished
cattle to GB in recent months

DDiidd yyoouu kknnooww??

TThhee sseelleenniiuumm iinn bbeeeeff
aanndd llaammbb bboooossttss

iimmmmuunniittyy aanndd hhaass
ppoossssiibbllee aannttii--aaggiinngg

eeffffeeccttss!!

FFoorr mmoorree iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn 
lloogg oonn ttoo wwwwww..llmmccnnii..ccoomm

FFiigguurree 11.. IImmppoorrttss ooff FFiinniisshheedd CCaattttllee ffrroomm RROOII // GGBB,,
JJaann--MMaayy,, 22000077--22001100

FFiigguurree 22.. EExxppoorrttss ooff FFiinniisshheedd CCaattttllee ttoo RROOII // GGBB,,
JJaann--MMaayy,, 22000077--22001100
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FFiigguurree 33.. MMoonntthhllyy EExxppoorrttss ooff FFiinniisshheedd CCaattttllee ttoo GGBB
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NI CATTLE PRICES (W/E 29/05/2010)
Steers Heifers Young Bulls Cows

U2 261.6 265.5 258.3 -
U3 265.7 268.9 260.5 229.7
U4L 259.8 263.9 257.2 227.7
R2 255.7 254.1 250.7 220.6
R3 263.0 264.4 254.2 225.0
R4L 260.4 259.8 250.4 223.7
O+2 253.8 249.8 244.1 189.8
O+3 257.6 254.3 243.2 219.3
O+4L 255.0 254.2 240.5 217.1
O4L 245.7 239.4 208.5
P+2 - - - 169.3
P+3 - - - 191.2

Average 257.5 259.0 249.3 201.6





THIS week, prices at the marts have softened somewhat
with a weaker euro rendering NI sheep more expensive for
southern buyers.  In Saintfield, prices were 365-400p/kg,

down from last week’s price of 374-429p/kg.  Prices in Crumlin
and Kilrea were also weaker on Monday.  In Crumlin, the price
of 370-405p/kg was down from last week when the price
ranged from 385-412p/kg.  In Rathfriland numbers were
heavily reduced compared to last week with only a third of last
week’s numbers through the ring presumably due to EID.

LMC does not guarantee the accuracy
or completeness of any third party
information provided in or included
with this publication. LMC hereby
disclaims any responsibility for error,
omission or inaccuracy in the
information, misinterpretation or any
other loss, disappointment,
negligence or damage caused by
reliance on third party information.

NNoott ffoorr ffuurrtthheerr ppuubblliiccaattiioonn oorr
ddiissttrriibbuuttiioonn wwiitthhoouutt pprriioorr ppeerrmmiissssiioonn

ffrroomm  LLMMCC

CCoonnttaacctt uuss:: 

WWeebbssiittee:: wwwwww..llmmccnnii..ccoomm

TTeelleepphhoonnee:: 002288 99226633 33000000

FFaaxx:: 002288 99226633 33000011

FFQQAASS HHeellpplliinnee:: 002288 99226633 33002244

AAnnsswweerrpphhoonnee:: 002288 99226633 33001111

CCllaassssiiffiiccaattiioonn QQuueerriieess:: 002288 99226633 33001122

TThhiiss wweeeekk ’’ss mmaarrttss

TTeexxtt SSeerrvviiccee
FFrreeee PPrriiccee QQuuootteess sseenntt 
ttoo yyoouurr mmoobbiillee pphhoonnee 

ttwwiiccee wweeeekkllyy
EEmmaaiill -- bbuulllleettiinn@@llmmccnnii..ccoomm 

TTeell::  002288 99226633 33002200

Sheep Prices

THIS Tuesday, EID tagging became a legal requirement and
producers have had to electonically tag sheep before moving
them, while factories are required to scan tags prior to

slaughter.  There had been some anticipation of a reduced kill
this week given delays in producers ordering / receiving EID tags.
While some plants are reporting adequate supplies, others are
suggesting that availability has tightened.  However, the mart
trade is slightly weaker than last week, probably due to the latest
weakening in the euro, and as a result prices are slightly softer
with the factories quoting 400-410p/kg.  

Sheep

NNII AAvveerraaggee WWeeeekkllyy SShheeeepp PPrriiccee ((pp//kkgg CCWW))

NNII LLaammbb // HHooggggeett SSllaauugghhtteerriinnggss ((‘‘000000 hheeaadd ppeerr  wweeeekk))

BBeeeeff mmaarrttss ((££//110000kkgg  lliivveewweeiigghhtt)) ((SSeevveenn DDaayyss EEnnddiinngg 3311//0055//1100))
FFiinniisshheedd CCaattttllee SSttoorree CCaattttllee DDrrooppppeedd CCaallvveess ((££//hheeaadd))

ffrroomm ttoo ffrroomm ttoo ffrroomm ttoo
SStteeeerrss SSttoorree bbuulllloocckkss uupp ttoo 440000kkgg CCoonnttiinneennttaall bbuullll ccaallvveess
1st quality 148 168 1st quality 150 193
2nd quality 130 147 2nd quality 130 149 1st quality 240 330
Friesians 109 130 2nd quality 190 238

SSttoorree bbuulllloocckkss 440000kkgg--550000kkgg
HHeeiiffeerrss 1st quality 157 175 CCoonnttiinneennttaall hheeiiffeerr ccaallvveess
1st quality 148 175 2nd quality 137 156
2nd quality 128 147 1st quality 200 325

SSttoorree bbuulllloocckkss oovveerr 550000kkgg 2nd quality 140 198
BBeeeeff CCoowwss 1st quality 140 165

2nd quality 127 139 FFrriieessiiaann bbuullll ccaallvveess
1st quality 129 146
2nd quality 108 128 SSttoorree hheeiiffeerrss uupp ttoo 445500kkgg 1st quality 100 180

1st quality 145 171 2nd quality 50 98
DDaaiirryy CCoowwss 2nd quality 130 144

HHoollsstteeiinn BBuullll CCaallvveess
1st quality 92 115 SSttoorree hheeiiffeerrss oovveerr 445500kkgg 5 130
2nd quality 70 91 1st quality 150 184

2nd quality 130 149

PPAAIIDD PPRRIICCEESS ((AAvveerraaggee)) PP//KKgg 

WW//EE
1155//0055//22001100

WW//EE
2222//0055//22001100

WW//EE
2299//0055//22001100

NI Liveweight 418.4p 409.4p -

NI Deadweight 434.7p 459.0p -

GB Deadweight 445.7p 439.1p 421.3p

EUROPEAN FARMGATE
PRICES LEAGUE TABLE

THE MARKETS

SSpprriinngg llaammbbss 440000--441100pp//kkgg

SShheeeepp QQuuootteess

LLaasstt WWeeddnneessddaayy
2266//0055//1100

TThhiiss WWeeddnneessddaayy
0022//0066//1100

Hoggets 380p 370p

Spring Lambs 410 - 420p 400 - 410p

* Combined Prices for hoggets and spring lambs

OVER the last two months there has been a
gradual decline in the value of the euro against
the major global currencies, including sterling.

On Wednesday, the euro was worth 83.3p compared
to 85.5p last Wednesday.  On 1st April it was worth
88.5p.  It is now at its lowest level since November
2008. 
The impact of this upon farmgate prices in the UK is
potentially serious and is probably contributing to the
current downward pressure on prices.  Cattle prices
have already come under some pressure in GB and NI
due to abundant supplies.  A weaker euro will mean
that competition from ROI beef suppliers will stiffen
as euro zone produce becomes cheaper to purchase
for the large UK multiple retailers.  
Similarly, exports from the UK into the euro zone will
come under pressure.  The weaker euro has been one
factor in driving down sheep prices in the marts, with
ROI buyers finding that their euro is now worth less in
NI.  As the euro zone is the ultimate destination for a
large proportion of NI sheep meat and a growing
proportion of beef, the developments in the exchange
rate may have already had an impact on UK factory
gate prices . 

THROUGHOUT the month of May, farmgate beef
prices have come under pressure in NI, while
prices in GB continued their gradual decline.

These price declines more than compensated for the
rising value of sterling against the euro and meant
that R3 heifers from GB and NI were in a similar

competitive position in late May, compared to late
April.  
Over the same period, Swedish prices rose strongly,
driven by the appreciating Swedish Kroner.  On
average, EU prices were broadly similar in May
compared to April.  

Euro now
worth 83.3p

EEUU DDeeaaddwweeiigghhtt CCaattttllee PPrriicceess -- HHeeiiffeerrss RR33 EEqquuiivvaalleenntt ((€€ CCeennttss))
PPoossiittiioonn llaasstt

MMtthh
PPoossiittiioonn tthhiiss

MMtthh CCoouunnttrryy
PPrriiccee LLaasstt MMtthh ((ww//ee

2255..0044..1100))
PPrriiccee tthhiiss MMtthh ((ww//ee

2233..0055..1100))
CChhaannggee oonn MMtthh

((cceennttss))

1 1 Greece 414.9 412.8 -2.1

2 2 Italy 376.6 381.7 +5.1

4 3 France 323.0 324.0 +1.0

3 4 Luxembourg 325.3 323.0 -2.3

6 5 Sweden 311.4 319.3 +7.9

5 6 Denmark 317.1 315.5 -1.6

77 77 GGrreeaatt BBrriittaaiinn 331111..11 330066..88 --44..33

88 88 NNoorrtthheerrnn IIrreellaanndd 331111..00 330044..00 --66..99

9 9 Ireland 295.6 300.5 +4.9
10 10 Germany 288.4 288.9 +0.4

11 11 Spain 285.2 287.0 +1.8

12 12 Belgium 281.0 280.5 -0.5

14 13 Slovenia 250.1 275.5 +25.4

13 14 Austria 275.2 270.3 -4.9

15 15 Czech Republic 240.2 233.0 -7.2

16 16 Poland 227.3 210.2 -17.1

17 17 Lithuania 196.1 208.1 +12.0

EU 27 Average 306.7 306.8 +0.1

OOffffiicciiaall pprriicceess rreeppoorrtteedd ttoo tthhee EECC DDrreessssiinngg SSppeecciiffiiccaattiioonn

FFiigguurree 11.. EEuurroo vv SStteerrlliinngg EExxcchhaannggee RRaattee
22000077--22001100

SSHHEEEEPP MMAARRTT PPRRIICCEESS SSEEVVEENN DDAAYYSS EENNDDEEDD 0011//0066//22001100

SSpprriinngg LLaammbbss

NNoo.. FFrroomm TToo

Wednesday Ballymena 707 365 423

Enniskillen 194 385 433

Newtownstewart 284 358 406

Markethill 650 370 405

Thursday Downpatrick 285 375 405

Saturday Hilltown 350 370 400

Swatragh 510 375 409

Omagh 243 361 383

Monday Crumlin 829 370 405

Kilrea 400 360 372

Tuesday Saintfield 312 365 400

Rathfriland 257 378 400


