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BULLETIN

Thursday June 3, 2010 Issue No. 2119

N the last week of January, the Bulletin (Issue No.

2101) provided an analysis of the trade in finished

cattle to and from NI. This week’s bulletin will
provide an interim report on the import and export
trade in finished cattle between NI and GB / ROI for
the first five months of 2010.

The figures for 2009 showed that numbers of cattle
imported to NI from ROl had increased substantially
in 2009, while imports from GB had stalled due to
Blue Tongue concerns. Meanwhile, with significantly
stronger prices available across the water, exports of
finished cattle to GB were on the rise, while exports
of cattle to ROl were on the decline in 2009.

In the first five months of 2010, similar trends have
been evident, although there have been some
important developments. Imports of finished cattle
remain consistent with last year, while exports are in
decine with reduced numbers shipped to ROI. In the

Figure 1. Imports of Finished Cattle from ROI / GB,
Jan-May, 2007-2010
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Reduction in exports of finished
cattle to GB in recent months

first five months of 2010, around 17,000 head of
finished cattle have been imported by NI factories;
about the same as last year (Figure 1). The
proportion of cattle imported from ROl relative to the
total NI kill remains similar to last year, with around
8.5% of cattle slaughtered in NI plants during the
period from January - May 2010, imported directly
from ROL.

In 2009, there was a 32% increase in the number of
cattle being exported to GB for direct slaughter.
Figure 2 shows that this trend has continued in 2010
with exports of finished cattle to GB increasing in the
first five months of 2010 relative to the same period

Figure 2. Exports of Finished Cattle to ROl / GB,
Jan-May, 2007-2010
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last year. However, it is important to stress that this
trade only involved 252 cattle per week (8 lorry loads)
in January and February 2010, and it weakened to
just 70 finished cattle shipped to GB in the third week
of May (Figure 3). This decline was driven by lower
prices in GB which fell throughout the spring with the
differential between NI and GB prices hitting its
narrowest level in late April / early May. Last week
there was an increase in numbers shipped to GB with
over 150 cattle exported there last week.

Between January and May, finished cattle exports to
ROI were 70% lower compared to the same period
last year. This trade has been in decline generally
over the last three years (Figure 2).

Figure 3. Monthly Exports of Finished Cattle to GB
2007-2010
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Finished Cattle Store Cattle Dropped Calves (£/head)
from to from to from
Steers Store bullocks up to 400kg Continental bull calves
1st quality 148 168 1st quality 150 193
2nd quality 130 147 2nd quality 130 149 1st quality 240
Friesians 109 130 2nd quality 190
Store bullocks 400kg-500kg
Heifers 1st quality 157 175 Continental heifer calves
1st quality 148 175 2nd quality 137 156
2nd quality 128 147 1st quality 200
Store bullocks over 500kg 2nd quality 140
Beef Cows 1st quality 140 165
2nd quality 127 139 Friesian bull calves
1st quality 129 146
2nd quality 108 128 Store heifers up to 450kg 1st quality 100
1st quality 145 171 2nd quality 50
Dairy Cows 2nd quality 130 144
Holstein Bull Calves
1st quality 92 115 Store heifers over 450kg 5
2nd quality 70 91 1st quality 150 184
2nd quality 130 149

to

330
238

325
198

180
98

130

NI Lamb / Hogget Slaughterings (‘000 head per week)
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This week$§ marts

HIS week, prices at the marts have softened somewhat
Twith a weaker euro rendering NI sheep more expensive for

southern buyers. In Saintfield, prices were 365-400p/kg,
down from last week’s price of 374-429p/kg. Prices in Crumlin
and Kilrea were also weaker on Monday. In Crumlin, the price
of 370-405p/kg was down from last week when the price
ranged from 385-412p/kg. In Rathfriland numbers were
heavily reduced compared to last week with only a third of last
week’s numbers through the ring presumably due to EID.

Spring lambs 400-410p/kg

producers have had to electonically tag sheep before moving

THIS Tuesday, EID tagging became a legal requirement and

them, while factories are required to scan tags prior to
slaughter. There had been some anticipation of a reduced Kkill
this week given delays in producers ordering / receiving EID tags.
While some plants are reporting adequate supplies, others are
suggesting that availability has tightened. However, the mart
trade is slightly weaker than last week, probably due to the latest
weakening in the euro, and as a result prices are slightly softer

with the factories quoting 400-410p/kg.

NI Average Weekly Sheep Price (p/kg CW)
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Sheep Prices

Sheep Quotes

Last Wednesday This Wednesday
26/05/10 02/06/10
Hoggets 380p 370p
Spring Lambs 410 - 420p 400 - 410p
PAID PRICES (Average) P/Kg
W/E W/E W/E
15/05/2010 22/05/2010 29/05/2010

NI Liveweight 418.4p 409.4p -
NI Deadweight 434.7p 459.0p -
GB Deadweight 445.7p 439.1p 421.3p

* Combined Prices for hoggets and spring lambs

| SHEEP MART PRICES SEVEN DAYS ENDED 01/06/2010 |

Spring Lambs
No. From To
Wednesday Ballymena 707 365 423
Enniskillen 194 385 433
Newtownstewart 284 358 406
Markethill 650 370 405
Thursday Downpatrick 285 375 405
Saturday Hilltown 350 370 400
Swatragh 510 375 409
Omagh 243 361 383
Monday Crumlin 829 370 405
Kilrea 400 360 372
Tuesday Saintfield 312 365 400
Rathfriland 257 378 400




