
OVER the last week, sheep prices have
continued to rise in NI with factory quotes
above 400p/kg for hoggets and a strong trade

around the marts.  This strong trade exists despite
the rising value of sterling in recent months.  The
pound’s current value is €1.14, having appreciated
by 4.5cents since 1st December.  

Availability is an issue and this has been illustrated
by the slaughter figures for the first four weeks of
January 2010, which shows the NI hogget kill down
by a quarter on the same period in 2009 (see chart
in Sheep Markets below).  While there are many
factors causing the reduced availability of sheep in
NI, one important driver has been changes in the
direct slaughter trade with GB and ROI.  

Unlike the beef trade, where cattle imports / exports
for direct slaughter, represent less than 10 per cent
of production/slaughtering, the volume of sheep
traded with GB/ROI is very significant.  In 2009,
almost a third of NI lamb / hogget production was
exported to ROI, with over 250,000 sheep crossing
the border for direct slaughter.  This figure is
consistent with export levels in 2008 and
substantially higher than the 146,000 head exported
in 2007 (Figure 1).

This trade has been bolstered by the stronger euro.
On average the euro was worth only 68p in 2007.  In
2008, it appreciated to 79p and the average euro /
sterling exchange rate last year was 89p.  The weak
pound rendered NI lambs / hoggets much cheaper in
the euro zone and the ROI processors flocked to
northern marts over the last two years to avail of the
increased buying power of the euro.  

The volume of sheep exported by NI producers for
direct slaughter in ROI comes into sharp focus when
compared with trends in the volume of sheep
imported into NI by meat processors.   With the NI
plants voluntarily ceasing imports from GB due to
Blue Tongue (BTV) concerns in 2008, there has been
a precipitous decline in the volume of sheep
imported for direct slaughter (Figure 1).  This,
coupled with the fact that domestic production was
already on the wane, means that the plants have had
to compete intensively with the marts for sheep
throughout 2009.  

There has been a slight increase in the volume of

sheep imported from ROI for direct slaughter by the
NI plants in 2009, with 41,000 head coming north.
However, this is only up by 3,000 head relative to
2008, a negligible increase compared to the reduced
numbers coming from GB.  

From an overall perspective, all this means that NI
was a net exporter of sheep for direct slaughter in
2009.  Almost 213,000 head were exported on
balance when all imports and exports for direct
slaughter are taken into account (Figure2).  

Looking at the start of 2010, there seems to be
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All reported prices and quotes based on the UK Dressing Spec.

LAST WEEK, prices came under some pressure with the
factories having reduced base quotes by 2p/kg at the top
end to 266-268p/kg.  This week, quotes appear to have

rebounded with most of the plants quoting 268p/kg and some
paying up to 270p/kg.  This means that in some factories
farmers will receive 278p/kg for U3 cattle qualifying for the
bonus.  

Last week’s reported prices reflect that reduction in the
factory quotes.  Average steer and heifer prices were down by
about a penny, while young bull prices were down by 3p/kg.
Average cow prices fell by almost 2p/kg to 192p/kg.  
The average U3 steer price was down by around 0.5p/kg to
270p/kg, while the average reported U3 heifer price fell by
about 2p/kg to 273p/kg.  With U3 base quotes of 268p/kg
last week, this price is a reflection of the fact that a large
proportion of U3 grade heifers attract the bonus.  It is notable
that last week, the U2 heifer price was slightly higher than the
U3 heifer price at 274p/kg. 

Throughput of clean cattle at the plants increased last week
to over 8,300 head.  This was the fourth successive week in
which the kill had increased, but the overall kill in January
2010 was still three per cent lower than last January.  

Diary Dates

Comments:
bulletin@lmcni.com

Notes: 
(i) Prices are p/kg Sterling - ROI prices converted at 1 Euro= 87.38p Stg. 
(ii)Shading indicates a reduction on price reported in the previous bulletin. 
Further explanatory notes on these tables are available on request. 

Cattle

NNII CClleeaann CCaattttllee SSllaauugghhtteerriinnggss ((‘‘000000 hheeaadd ppeerr  wweeeekk))

NNII AAvveerraaggee WWeeeekkllyy CClleeaann CCaattttllee PPrriiccee ((pp//kkgg CCWW))

Net exports of sheep for direct
slaughter increased in 2009

2007/2008 prices adjusted to provide a like-for-like comparison with
prices calculated under the new UK Dressing Specification. 

CCaattttllee QQuuootteess
LLaasstt WWeeeekk
2277//0011//1100

TThhiiss WWeeeekk
0033//0022//1100

U3 266p - 268p 
+ 8p bonus for in spec

268p - 270p 
+ 8p bonus for in spec

R3 260p - 262p
+ 8p bonus for in spec

262p - 264p
+ 8p bonus for in spec

O+3 254p - 256p
+ 8p bonus for in spec

256p - 258p
+ 8p bonus for in spec

Cows 200 - 214p 205 - 214p

PPrriicceess ((SStteeeerrss aanndd hheeiiffeerrss ccoommbbiinneedd))
WW//EE 

1166//0011//1100
WW//EE 

2233//0011//1100
WW//EE 

3300//0011//1100
U3 272.9p 273.0p 271.8p
R3 268.5p 269.2p 267.4p

O+3 262.9p 262.6p 261.3p
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THE MARKETS

The NI Cattle Prices Table has been amended to include more detail with prices for a
wider range of grades provided.  If you need further information on prices contact the
LMC Technical Department on 028 9263 3000.

NI CATTLE PRICES (W/E 30/01/2010)
Steers Heifers Young Bulls Cows

U2 268.0 274.0 261.5 -
U3 270.2 273.4 261.9 221.7
U4L 261.9 268.1 254.2 222.0
R2 262.7 265.6 255.6 215.2
R3 266.9 267.9 256.3 220.4
R4L 263.1 264.3 248.8 220.0
O+2 257.7 245.0 252.4 198.6
O+3 262.0 260.6 249.6 218.5
O+4L 257.2 257.1 248.2 216.8

O3 250.0 248.1 245.9 203.9
O4L 247.7 245.7 246.0 204.3
P+2 - - - 172.4
P+3 - - - 188.0

Average 262.4 264.2 252.7 192.6

UK & ROI CATTLE PRICES (W/E 23/01/2010)

Scotland 
Northern 
England

Midlands 
& Wales

Southern
England 

Northern 
Ireland

Rep of 
Ireland

Steers

U3 298.5 292.7 289.6 281.1 270.8 261.2
R3 294.5 288.2 279.8 275.2 268.3 248.9
R4 297.3 292.5 281.7 272.5 261.9 247.6
O3 279.9 273.4 266.0 264.7 257.8 233.1

Average 294.6 285.2 276.5 267.8 263.2 -

Heifers

U3 299.9 293.5 287.7 284.6 275.2 265.9
R3 293.1 287.3 279.4 274.0 270.1 255.1
R4 295.8 286.6 280.2 272.6 263.8 255.8
O3 272.2 271.8 263.1 263.4 258.8 239.9

Average 293.7 283.0 275.3 267.5 265.3 -

Young 
Bulls

U3 283.2 277.1 277.0 283.7 263.6 259.2
R3 282.2 267.2 273.5 273.8 258.6 252.9
O3 260.1 252.2 257.5 256.5 248.6 239.0

Average 267.3 259.0 266.5 256.5 256.0 -
Prime Cattle 

Price Reported 7,857 5,910 6,016 3,994 6,349 -

Cows

O3 193.9 205.7 192.7 185.3 204.6 202.1
O4 199.3 207.6 197.9 188.8 209.2 204.3
P2 135.6 171.1 159.1 155.9 161.4 176.5
P3 154.2 191.0 162.1 168.0 185.5 194.2

FFaaccttoorriieess qquuoottiinngg 226688--227700pp//kkgg ffoorr
UU33 sstteeeerrss // hheeiiffeerrss

AAnnsswweerrpphhoonnee SSeerrvviiccee

FFaaccttoorryy QQuuootteess && 
MMaarrtt RReessuullttss 

UUppddaatteedd 55ppmm DDaaiillyy
NNeexxtt wweeeekk’’ss qquuootteess

aavvaaiillaabbllee eeaacchh FFrriiddaayy

TTeell::  002288 99226633 33001111

IN THE week ending 23/01/10, prices were down across the
board in the British Isles with price reductions in some regions
heavier than in others.  The sharpest price declines were

recorded in Southern England where average heifer prices were
down by 4p/kg, and average young bull prices down by 7p/kg.
The U3 steer price was down by 5p/kg.  This means that the gap
between the Southern England and NI U3 steer price is about
10p/kg.  The gap between prices in Scotland and NI is much
wider however, with the Scottish U3 steer price 28p/kg higher
than the equivalent price in NI.   The average value of the euro

in the third week of January was 2p lower than the previous week
and this had a big impact in driving down the sterling price of
ROI cattle.  The R3 steer price was down by nearly 6p/kg in
sterling terms.  With ROI farmgate prices also falling in euro terms
for some grades, ROI beef will have an improved competitive
position in the GB market.  The impact of this, if any, on the NI
market remains to be seen and much will depend on ongoing
movements in the euro/sterling exchange rate.

RoI and GB price comparisons

FFQQAASS HHeellpplliinnee
If you have had a recent
inspection and need help and
advice to rectify any non-
conformances, contact Seamus
on the FQAS helpline:
002288 99226633 33002244

FFiigguurree 11.. NNII IImmppoorrttss aanndd EExxppoorrttss ooff sshheeeepp ffoorr ddiirreecctt
ssllaauugghhtteerr,, ttoo//ffrroomm GGBB aanndd RROOII,, 22000066--22000099 

FFiigguurree 22.. NNeett NNII IImmppoorrttss aanndd EExxppoorrttss ooff sshheeeepp ffoorr 
ddiirreecctt ssllaauugghhtteerr,, ttoo//ffrroomm GGBB aanndd RROOII,, 22000066--22000099 
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THIS week, the sheep trade has remained firm with prices
having rebounded somewhat last week after a wobble the
week before.  On Tuesday, Saintfield reported a price of 356-

405p/kg, which is up by around 10p/kg at the bottom end from
last week.  Crumlin reported a price of 355-396p/kg, up from
340-386p/kg the previous week.  In Kilrea however, prices were
down marginally.  Ewes continue to attract strong prices, with
151 head sold in Crumlin on Monday for an average of £90, with
the top price reported to be £113. 

LMC does not guarantee the accuracy
or completeness of any third party
information provided in or included
with this publication. LMC hereby
disclaims any responsibility for error,
omission or inaccuracy in the
information, misinterpretation or any
other loss, disappointment,
negligence or damage caused by
reliance on third party information.

NNoott ffoorr ffuurrtthheerr ppuubblliiccaattiioonn oorr
ddiissttrriibbuuttiioonn wwiitthhoouutt pprriioorr ppeerrmmiissssiioonn

ffrroomm LLMMCC

CCoonnttaacctt uuss:: 

WWeebbssiittee:: wwwwww..llmmccnnii..ccoomm

TTeelleepphhoonnee:: 002288 99226633 33000000

FFaaxx:: 002288 99226633 33000011

FFQQAASS HHeellpplliinnee:: 002288 99226633 33002244

AAnnsswweerrpphhoonnee:: 002288 99226633 33001111

CCllaassssiiffiiccaattiioonn QQuueerriieess:: 002288 99226633 33001122

TThhiiss wweeeekk ’’ss mmaarrttss

TTeexxtt SSeerrvviiccee
FFrreeee PPrriiccee QQuuootteess sseenntt 
ttoo yyoouurr mmoobbiillee pphhoonnee 

ttwwiiccee wweeeekkllyy
EEmmaaiill -- bbuulllleettiinn@@llmmccnnii..ccoomm 

TTeell::  002288 99226633 33002200

Sheep Prices

THIS week hogget prices have increased with the factories
quoting 400-410p/kg on Wednesday.  These quotes are up
by 20p/kg from last weeks quotes and follow increased

prices in the marts last week.  These higher prices are a
reflection of the reduced supply and come at a time when in GB
factories are paying almost 420p/kg for hoggets.  In January the
hogget kill was 35,000 head, down from over 50,000 head in
January 2009.

Sheep

NNII AAvveerraaggee WWeeeekkllyy SShheeeepp PPrriiccee ((pp//kkgg CCWW))

NNII SShheeeepp SSllaauugghhtteerriinnggss ((‘‘000000 hheeaadd ppeerr  wweeeekk))

BBeeeeff mmaarrttss ((££//110000kkgg  lliivveewweeiigghhtt)) ((SSeevveenn DDaayyss EEnnddiinngg 0011//0022//1100))
FFiinniisshheedd CCaattttllee SSttoorree CCaattttllee DDrrooppppeedd CCaallvveess ((££//hheeaadd))

ffrroomm ttoo ffrroomm ttoo ffrroomm ttoo
SStteeeerrss SSttoorree bbuulllloocckkss uupp ttoo 440000kkgg CCoonnttiinneennttaall bbuullll ccaallvveess
1st quality 148 172 1st quality 160 204
2nd quality 134 147 2nd quality 130 159 1st quality 230 330
Friesians 96 127 2nd quality 180 228

SSttoorree bbuulllloocckkss 440000kkgg--550000kkgg
HHeeiiffeerrss 1st quality 150 186 CCoonnttiinneennttaall hheeiiffeerr ccaallvveess
1st quality 150 179 2nd quality 130 149
2nd quality 136 149 1st quality 200 290

SSttoorree bbuulllloocckkss oovveerr 550000kkgg 2nd quality 140 198
BBeeeeff CCoowwss 1st quality 145 169

2nd quality 125 144 FFrriieessiiaann bbuullll ccaallvveess
1st quality 118 148
2nd quality 105 117 SSttoorree hheeiiffeerrss uupp ttoo 445500kkgg 1st quality 130 205

1st quality 152 172 2nd quality 85 125
DDaaiirryy CCoowwss 2nd quality 130 151

HHoollsstteeiinn BBuullll CCaallvveess
1st quality 90 110 SSttoorree hheeiiffeerrss oovveerr 445500kkgg 5 165
2nd quality 70 89 1st quality 144 163

2nd quality 128 143

PPAAIIDD PPRRIICCEESS ((AAvveerraaggee)) PP//KKgg 
WW//EE 

1166//0011//1100
WW//EE 

2233//0011//1100
WW//EE 

3300//0011//1100

NI Liveweight 357.37p 347.21p 356.38p

NI Deadweight 415.98p 394.09p 399.14p

GB Deadweight 435.5p 410.1p 417.8p

HHooggggeett qquuootteess oovveerr 440000pp//kkgg

Argentina and Brazil fail to fill EU
beef quota

THE MARKETS

INFORMATION about the “Hilton Quota” was
published last week by the German markets and
price reporting agency, AMI.  The Hilton Quota is the

common name for the HQB Tariff Quota which allows
non-EU suppliers to export high quality beef into the
EU market at a reduced tariff.  

The imported products can comprise bone-in or
boneless cuts of fresh, chilled or frozen beef from
Australia, New Zealand, the US and Paraguay, and
chilled product from Brazil, Uruguay and Argentina.
The quota operates from 30 June - 1 July each year
and a customs duty of 20% of the CIF (cost, insurance
and freight)  value applies.  Other EU beef imports are
subject to higher tariffs. 

The Hilton Quota allows for 62,250 tonnes of high
quality beef to be imported into the EU annually.  To
put this into context, retail sales of fresh and frozen
beef in GB alone, accounted for about 576,000
tonnes in 2008.  Overall imports of beef and veal from
non-EU countries into GB alone amounted to 43,000
tonnes in 2008.  This included beef that was
imported under the “Hilton Quota” and other beef
imports, subject to the regular EU import tariffs. 

AMI have published figures on the proportion of the
quota used by each of the exporting countries by 31
December 2009, the half-way point in the quota year. 

The data shows that from July-December, several of
the exporting countries had used less than 50 per
cent of their quota.  For example, Brazil has used only
7.5 per cent of its annual quota in the first half of the
quota year due to the EU import restrictions.  These
restrictions mean that it is highly unlikely that the
Brazilians will fill their quota by the end of July.
Argentina face similar difficulties as falling production
and export restrictions have meant that they have
used only 12 per cent of their annual quota in the first
half of the year.  Again, it is unlikely that the
Argentines will meet their quota given that further
declines in domestic production are predicted in
2010.  

Australia and Uruguay on the other hand have used
more than half their annual quota in the six months
from July to December.  The Uruguayans have used
64 per cent of their quota while the Australians have
used 67 percent, meaning that they can only export
2,393 tonnes in the second half of the year. 

SShheeeepp QQuuootteess

WW//EE 
2277//0011//1100

WW//EE 
0033//0022//1100

Hoggets 380 - 390p 400 - 410p

decline in numbers going to ROI for direct
slaughter.  Only 20,000 head were exported
during January 2010, compared to 34,000 head
in January 2009.  Exports were also down year-
on-year in November and December and this
may be explained by the rising value of sterling in
recent months.  However, it is important to note
that reduced exports to ROI may also reflect
reduced domestic production and the poor
weather in the first few weeks of January which
made it difficult to move stock.  It is too early to
declare a change in the trend which saw the
volume of sheep exported to ROI hit a quarter of
a million in 2009.  

If there is no reduction in the number of sheep
exported to ROI for direct slaughter in 2010, NI
meat processors will continue to experience
supply problems which may result in further over-
capacity on their sheep lines.  Current BTV
restrictions mean that it will remain difficult for
plants to import sheep from GB throughout
2010.  Normalisation of livestock imports from
GB depends on a number of factors including a
downgrading of the existing risk assessment of
importing disease in live animals. 

In this environment, it is possible that the NI
factories may import more sheep from ROI. This
January over 4,500 head were imported for
direct slaughter in NI plants, an 18 per cent
increase compared to January last year.
However the capacity for this trade is limited,
given that ROI production is also in decline.  With
this in mind, 2010 looks set to be another year of
vigorous competition for sheep. 

Net exports of sheep
for direct slaughter
increased in 2009

SSHHEEEEPP MMAARRTT PPRRIICCEESS SSEEVVEENN DDAAYYSS EENNDDEEDD 0022//0022//22001100

HHooggggeettss

NNoo.. FFrroomm TToo

Wednesday Ballymena 1018 345 385

Enniskillen 284 340 375

Newtownstewart 225 355 387

Markethill 550 350 400

Thursday Downpatrick 150 365 385

Saturday Hilltown 580 340 360

Swatragh 784 366 418

Omagh 836 373 425

Monday Crumlin 820 355 396

Kilrea 900 360 390

Gortin 760 380 432

Lisahally 384 385 418

Tuesday Saintfield 644 356 405

Rathfriland 444 351 406

Continued from previous page

EEUU BBeeeeff IImmppoorrtt QQuuoottaa ((CCeerrttiiffiiccaatteess ooff AAuutthheennttiicciittyy IIssssuueedd)) ((TToonnnneess))
CCuummuullaatteedd QQuuaannttiittyy uupp ttoo 3311//1122//22000099

EExxppoorrttiinngg CCoouunnttrryy QQuuoottaa 22000099//1100 QQuuaannttiittyy IIssssuueedd BBaallaannccee
Argentina 28,000 3,389.6 24,610.4
Australia 7,150 4,756.9 2,393.1
Uruguay 6,300 4,005.0 2,295.0
Brazil 10,000 756.8 9,243.2
New Zealand 1,300 440.1 859.9
Paraguay 1,000 345.9 654.1
Source: EU Commission, AMI, Agra Europe


