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VER the last week, sheep prices have

continued to rise in NI with factory quotes

above 400p/kg for hoggets and a strong trade
around the marts. This strong trade exists despite
the rising value of sterling in recent months. The
pound’s current value is €1.14, having appreciated
by 4.5cents since 1st December.

Availability is an issue and this has been illustrated
by the slaughter figures for the first four weeks of
January 2010, which shows the NI hogget kill down
by a quarter on the same period in 2009 (see chart
in Sheep Markets below). While there are many
factors causing the reduced availability of sheep in
NI, one important driver has been changes in the
direct slaughter trade with GB and ROI.

Unlike the beef trade, where cattle imports / exports
for direct slaughter, represent less than 10 per cent
of production/slaughtering, the volume of sheep
traded with GB/ROI is very significant. In 2009,
almost a third of NI lamb / hogget production was
exported to ROI, with over 250,000 sheep crossing
the border for direct slaughter. This figure is
consistent with export levels in 2008 and
substantially higher than the 146,000 head exported
in 2007 (Figure 1).

This trade has been bolstered by the stronger euro.
On average the euro was worth only 68p in 2007. In
2008, it appreciated to 79p and the average euro /
sterling exchange rate last year was 89p. The weak
pound rendered NI lambs / hoggets much cheaper in
the euro zone and the ROI processors flocked to
northern marts over the last two years to avail of the

BT TS (3 "creased Puying power of the euro.

Net exports of sheep for direct
slaughter increased in 2009

The volume of sheep exported by NI producers for
direct slaughter in ROl comes into sharp focus when
compared with trends in the volume of sheep
imported into NI by meat processors. With the NI
plants voluntarily ceasing imports from GB due to
Blue Tongue (BTV) concerns in 2008, there has been
a precipitous decline in the volume of sheep
imported for direct slaughter (Figure 1). This,
coupled with the fact that domestic production was
already on the wane, means that the plants have had
to compete intensively with the marts for sheep
throughout 2009.

There has been a slight increase in the volume of

Figure 1. NI Imports and Exports of sheep for direct
slaughter, to/from GB and ROI, 2006-2009
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sheep imported from ROI for direct slaughter by the
NI plants in 2009, with 41,000 head coming north.
However, this is only up by 3,000 head relative to
2008, a negligible increase compared to the reduced
numbers coming from GB.

From an overall perspective, all this means that NI
was a net exporter of sheep for direct slaughter in
2009. Almost 213,000 head were exported on
balance when all imports and exports for direct
slaughter are taken into account (Figure2).

Looking at the start of 2010, there seems to be

Continued on next page

Figure 2. Net NI Imports and Exports of sheep for
direct slaughter, to/from GB and ROI, 2006-2009
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Finished Cattle Store Cattle
from to from
Steers Store bullocks up to 400kg
1st quality 148 172 1st quality 160
2nd quality 134 147 2nd quality 130
Friesians 96 127
Store bullocks 400kg-500kg
Heifers 1st quality 150
1st quality 150 179 2nd quality 130
2nd quality 136 149
Store bullocks over 500kg
Beef Cows 1st quality 145
2nd quality 125
1st quality 118 148
2nd quality 105 117 Store heifers up to 450kg
1st quality 152
Dairy Cows 2nd quality 130
1st quality 90 110 Store heifers over 450kg
2nd quality 70 89 1st quality 144
2nd quality 128

186
149

169
144

172
151

163
143

Dropped Calves (£/head)
from
Continental bull calves

230
180

1st quality
2nd quality

Continental heifer calves

200
140

1st quality
2nd quality

Friesian bull calves

1st quality 130
2nd quality 85

Holstein Bull Calves
5

to

330
228

290
198

205
125

165

NI Sheep Slaughterings (‘000 head per week)
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Hogget quotes over 400p/kg

HIS week hogget prices have increased with the factories
quoting 400-410p/kg on Wednesday. These quotes are up
by 20p/kg from last weeks quotes and follow increased
prices in the marts last week. These higher prices are a
reflection of the reduced supply and come at a time when in GB
factories are paying almost 420p/kg for hoggets. In January the

hogget kill was 35,000 head, down from over 50,000 head in
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This week$ marts

HIS week, the sheep trade has remained firm with prices
Thaving rebounded somewhat last week after a wobble the

week before. On Tuesday, Saintfield reported a price of 356-
405p/kg, which is up by around 10p/kg at the bottom end from
last week. Crumlin reported a price of 355-396p/kg, up from
340-386p/kg the previous week. In Kilrea however, prices were
down marginally. Ewes continue to attract strong prices, with
151 head sold in Crumlin on Monday for an average of £90, with
the top price reported to be £113.

January 2009.
NI Average Weekly Sheep Price (p/kg CW)
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Hoggets

Sheep Prices

Sheep Quotes

W/E

27/01/10

380 -390p

03/02/10

400 - 410p

NI Liveweight
NI Deadweight
GB Deadweight

W/E
16/01/10

357.37p
415.98p
435.5p

PAID PRICES (Average) P/Kg

W/E
23/01/10

347.21p
394.09p
410.1p

W/E
30/01/10

356.38p
399.14p
417.8p

Wednesday

Thursday

Saturday

Monday

Tuesday

Ballymena
Enniskillen
Newtownstewart
Markethill
Downpatrick
Hilltown
Swatragh
Omagh
Crumlin
Kilrea
Gortin
Lisahally
Saintfield
Rathfriland

No.
1018
284
225
550
150
580
784
836
820
900
760
384
644
444

Hoggets
From
345
340
355
350
365
340
366
373
355
360
380
385
356
351

| SHEEP MART PRICES SEVEN DAYS ENDED 02/02/2010 |

To
385
375
387
400
385
360
418
425
396
390
432
418
405
406




