
THE differential between NI farmgate prices and
equivalent prices in GB has been a source of
frustration for NI farmers in recent years.  The

differential was particularly wide early this year when
the Scottish R3 heifer price was 25p/kg higher than
the equivalent figure in NI.  However, as the year
progressed, this differential narrowed to less than
8p/kg, before widening again.  While NI prices did
not come into line with Scottish levels at any stage
between January and July, NI R3 heifer prices were
higher than those in two English regions at various
points during that period and the gap between NI
and overall GB price has generally been narrower in
2010 to date compared with 2009.
Figure 1 below, plots the relationship between R3
heifer prices in GB and NI over the course of 2010 to
date.  Only Scottish (SCO) and England South (ES)
prices are shown as they generally represent the
highest and lowest prices in GB.  It is clear from the
chart that SCO prices have generally been 10-
20p/kg higher than NI prices since the start of the

year, while ES prices have generally been lower.  It is
also clear that for a short spell from April to June, NI
prices were on a par with reported prices in GB, with
the difference having narrowed steadily throughout
the spring.  Unfortunately for producers here, the
main reason for the narrower differential in the
spring was not a steady increase in local prime cattle
prices, but a steady decline in prices in GB, as
illustrated by Figure 2 below.   
On average, NI R3 heifer prices have almost been on
a par with prices in the English Midlands & Wales
(EMW) over the course of the year-to-date at
267p/kg (see Figure 3 overleaf).  This is about 6p/kg
lower than the equivalent price for the whole of GB
and about 15p/kg lower than corresponding price in

Scotland.  This is similar to last year (Jan-July), when
the gap between R3 heifer prices in Scotland and NI
was around 17p/kg.   
It is worth noting that NI producers are not the only
ones left envious of Scottish prices.  In the first seven
months of last year, England North (EN) R3 heifer
prices were on a par with those in Scotland.  This
year EN prices are on average 6p/kg lower than the
corresponding SCO prices and although EN prices
increased sharply in July to close that gap, prices in
the rest of England remain well behind those in
Scotland.  NI, ROI, EMW and ES prices are all
bunched together in July while SCO and EN prices
are ahead of the rest. 
With prices under sustained pressure in NI recently,
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All reported prices and quotes based on the UK Dressing Spec.

THIS week prime cattle prices continue to be under pressure
with the factories quoting 250-252p/kg for U3 steers and
heifers. In most cases the plants are quoting 250p/kg for

both steers and heifers, although several plants say they are
paying 252p/kg for heifers.  These quotes are lower than last
week, when plants were quoting from 252-256p/kg.  

Last week’s reported prices show that average steer prices were
1p/kg lower than the previous week, while average heifer prices
were more or less the same as the previous week.  Average
young bull prices fell by about 2p/kg.  U3 steer prices were
almost 1.5p/kg lower than the previous week, while U3 heifer
prices were unchanged.  Average cow prices were up by almost
1p/kg. 

The prospect of this week’s lower quotes may have prompted
more producers to present cattle for slaughter last week.  Last
week’s slaughter figures show that steer and heifer throughput
increased by 18%, compared to the previous week.  The young
bull kill was also higher, up by 15% from the previous week.  The
cow kill was 6% higher.  The overall cattle kill last week was
8,300 head.

Information

Comments:
bulletin@lmcni.com

Notes: 
(i) Prices are p/kg Sterling. 
(ii)Shading indicates a reduction on price reported in the previous bulletin. 
Further explanatory notes on these tables are available on request. 

Cattle

NNII CClleeaann CCaattttllee SSllaauugghhtteerriinnggss ((‘‘000000 hheeaadd ppeerr  wweeeekk))

NNII AAvveerraaggee WWeeeekkllyy CClleeaann CCaattttllee PPrriiccee ((pp//kkgg CCWW))

2007/2008 prices adjusted to provide a like-for-like comparison with
prices calculated under the new UK Dressing Specification. 

CCaattttllee QQuuootteess
LLaasstt WWeeeekk
2288//0077//1100

TThhiiss WWeeeekk
0044//0088//1100

U3 252 - 256p  
+ 8p bonus for in spec

250 - 252p  
+ 8p bonus for in spec

R3 246 - 250p
+ 8p bonus for in spec

244 - 246p
+ 8p bonus for in spec

O+3 240 - 244p
+ 8p bonus for in spec

238 - 240p
+ 8p bonus for in spec

Cows 200 - 214p 200 - 210p

PPrriicceess ((SStteeeerrss aanndd hheeiiffeerrss ccoommbbiinneedd))
WW//EE 

1177//0077//1100
WW//EE 

2244//0077//1100
WW//EE 

3311//0077//1100
U3 260.5p 260.6p 259.9p
R3 258.6p 256.4p 255.7p

O+3 252.2p 250.5p 249.8p

THE MARKETS

The NI Cattle Prices Table has been amended to include more detail with prices for a
wider range of grades provided.  If you need further information on prices contact the
LMC Technical Department on 028 9263 3000.

UK CATTLE PRICES (W/E 31/07/2010)

Scotland 
Northern 
England

Midlands 
& Wales

Southern
England 

Northern 
Ireland

Steers

U3 278.4 268.0 267.0 261.6 256.8
R3 275.5 264.0 258.8 252.8 254.0
R4 279.1 275.3 259.3 252.6 250.2
O3 260.4 250.5 242.6 238.6 242.6

Average 275.7 266.2 254.4 245.8 249.3

Heifers

U3 281.2 269.7 269.2 260.1 263.0
R3 272.6 260.3 257.2 250.2 257.3
R4 276.7 262.8 258.9 249.5 250.7
O3 250.6 249.5 240.3 237.4 245.1

Average 274.9 261.2 253.0 243.8 252.0

Young 
Bulls

U3 262.6 252.7 256.2 259.4 252.4
R3 261.9 245.4 248.8 250.0 246.0
O3 235.4 229.7 226.2 239.8 233.3

Average 255.1 237.8 241.2 244.2 241.9
Prime Cattle 

Price Reported 6,895 5,826 5,969 4,046 5,082

Cows

O3 192.5 197.6 194.1 179.1 204.5
O4 199.9 197.9 192.0 179.8 208.2
P2 145.7 161.1 161.9 150.3 159.1
P3 162.0 177.7 169.2 157.3 185.3

UU33 QQuuoottee:: 225500--225522pp//kkgg

AAnnsswweerrpphhoonnee SSeerrvviiccee
FFaaccttoorryy QQuuootteess && 

MMaarrtt RReessuullttss 
UUppddaatteedd 55ppmm DDaaiillyy

NNeexxtt wweeeekk’’ss qquuootteess
aavvaaiillaabbllee eeaacchh FFrriiddaayy

TTeell::  002288 99226633 33001111

LAST week prices came under pressure throughout GB with
average prime cattle prices down in all of the regions.  In
Scotland the average steer price fell by 1.3p/kg, while the

U3 steer price was down by 3p/kg.  Average heifer prices were
down only slightly in Scotland, but the U3 heifer price fell by
2p/kg.  Young bull prices were down by 3p/kg on average in
Scotland.  Cow prices also fell in Scotland with O3 prices down
by about 3.5p/kg.  In Northern England there were some
significant shifts in price.  The R3 heifer price which is discussed

in the article above, fell by 13p/kg on the previous week, while
the O3 heifer price fell by a similar margin.  On average, steer
prices fell by 2p/kg in Northern England, average heifer prices fell
by 3.5p/kg, while young bull prices were 4p/kg lower on average
than the previous week.  Prices were also lower last week in the
Midlands / Southern England with prime cattle prices down by 2-
4p/kg on average.  Cow prices in particular fell sharply in
Southern England. 

ROI & GB Price Comparisons

FFQQAASS HHeellpplliinnee
If you have had a recent
inspection and need help and
advice to rectify any non-
conformances, contact Seamus
on the FQAS helpline:
002288 99226633 33002244

NI farmgate beef prices continue to
run behind Scottish levels

DDiidd yyoouu kknnooww??

SSeelleenniiuumm,, wwhhiicchh iiss ffoouunndd
iinn bbeeeeff,, wwoorrkkss iinn

ccoonnjjuunnccttiioonn wwiitthh vviittaammiinn
EE ttoo pprrootteecctt cceellllss ffrroomm
ddeessttrruuccttiioonn.. IItt bboooossttss

iimmmmuunniittyy aanndd hhaass
ppoossssiibbllee aannttii--aaggiinngg

eeffffeeccttss..

FFoorr mmoorree iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn 
lloogg oonn ttoo wwwwww..llmmccnnii..ccoomm

NI CATTLE PRICES (W/E 31/07/2010)
Steers Heifers Young Bulls Cows

U2 256.7 258.8 251.3 -
U3 256.8 263.0 252.3 219.7
U4L 250.8 257.5 247.8 219.8
R2 250.6 248.1 243.3 206.0
R3 254.0 257.3 246.0 217.5
R4L 250.3 252.1 236.9 218.5
O+2 246.0 236.2 236.1 211.0
O+3 251.0 248.5 237.8 216.1
O+4L 244.4 244.3 238.0 216.8
O4L 236.6 233.4 232.0 204.6
P+2 - - - 165.7
P+3 - - - 189.0

Average 249.3 252.0 241.9 191.9

FFiigguurree 11.. DDiiffffeerreennccee bbeettwweeeenn RR33 HHeeiiffeerr PPrriicceess iinn GGBB aanndd NNII
WWeeeekk EEnnddiinngg 22 JJaannuuaarryy -- 2244 JJuullyy 22001100
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FFiigguurree 22.. BBrriittiisshh IIsslleess RR33 HHeeiiffeerr PPrriicceess 
WWeeeekk EEnnddiinngg 22 JJaannuuaarryy -- 2244 JJuullyy 22001100
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Continued on next page

Lower Prices than NI

Higher Prices than NI

LLaasstt wweeeekk’’ss RROOII pprriicceess nnoott aavvaaiillaabbllee iinn ttiimmee ffoorr ppuubblliiccaattiioonn





AT the marts this week, the trade remains firm with prices
marginally higher than last week.  On Tuesday in
Rathfriland there were 724 lambs through the ring with

prices for finished stock ranging between 321-380p/kg and
ewe lambs making up to 400p/kg. This was a slight increase
on last week’s trade.  In Crumlin on Monday there was a very
large sale with 1,450 lambs through the ring.  Prices ranged
from 320-353p/kg, again this was a slight improvement on
last week’s trade when prices ranged from 310-351p/kg.  

LMC does not guarantee the accuracy
or completeness of any third party
information provided in or included
with this publication. LMC hereby
disclaims any responsibility for error,
omission or inaccuracy in the
information, misinterpretation or any
other loss, disappointment,
negligence or damage caused by
reliance on third party information.

NNoott ffoorr ffuurrtthheerr ppuubblliiccaattiioonn oorr
ddiissttrriibbuuttiioonn wwiitthhoouutt pprriioorr ppeerrmmiissssiioonn

ffrroomm  LLMMCC

CCoonnttaacctt uuss:: 

WWeebbssiittee:: wwwwww..llmmccnnii..ccoomm

TTeelleepphhoonnee:: 002288 99226633 33000000

FFaaxx:: 002288 99226633 33000011

FFQQAASS HHeellpplliinnee:: 002288 99226633 33002244

AAnnsswweerrpphhoonnee:: 002288 99226633 33001111

CCllaassssiiffiiccaattiioonn QQuueerriieess:: 002288 99226633 33001122

TThhiiss wweeeekk ’’ss mmaarrttss

TTeexxtt SSeerrvviiccee
FFrreeee PPrriiccee QQuuootteess sseenntt 
ttoo yyoouurr mmoobbiillee pphhoonnee 

ttwwiiccee wweeeekkllyy
EEmmaaiill -- bbuulllleettiinn@@llmmccnnii..ccoomm 

TTeell::  002288 99226633 33002200

Sheep Prices

Sheep

NNII AAvveerraaggee WWeeeekkllyy SShheeeepp PPrriiccee ((pp//kkgg CCWW))

NNII LLaammbb // HHooggggeett SSllaauugghhtteerriinnggss ((‘‘000000 hheeaadd ppeerr  wweeeekk))

BBeeeeff mmaarrttss ((££//110000kkgg  lliivveewweeiigghhtt)) ((SSeevveenn DDaayyss EEnnddiinngg 0022//0088//1100))
FFiinniisshheedd CCaattttllee SSttoorree CCaattttllee DDrrooppppeedd CCaallvveess ((££//hheeaadd))

ffrroomm ttoo ffrroomm ttoo ffrroomm ttoo
SStteeeerrss SSttoorree bbuulllloocckkss uupp ttoo 440000kkgg CCoonnttiinneennttaall bbuullll ccaallvveess
1st quality 140 165 1st quality 142 196
2nd quality 123 142 2nd quality 128 150 1st quality 200 340
Friesians 103 119 2nd quality 120 245

SSttoorree bbuulllloocckkss 440000kkgg--550000kkgg
HHeeiiffeerrss 1st quality 145 186 CCoonnttiinneennttaall hheeiiffeerr ccaallvveess
1st quality 140 171 2nd quality 130 155
2nd quality 120 151 1st quality 145 265

SSttoorree bbuulllloocckkss oovveerr 550000kkgg 2nd quality 100 195
BBeeeeff CCoowwss 1st quality 146 168

2nd quality 129 151 FFrriieessiiaann bbuullll ccaallvveess
1st quality 110 148
2nd quality 88 117 SSttoorree hheeiiffeerrss uupp ttoo 445500kkgg 1st quality 65 245

1st quality 148 176 2nd quality 35 95
DDaaiirryy CCoowwss 2nd quality 125 147

HHoollsstteeiinn BBuullll CCaallvveess
1st quality 85 120 SSttoorree hheeiiffeerrss oovveerr 445500kkgg 10 80
2nd quality 40 91 1st quality 145 168

2nd quality 120 145

PPAAIIDD PPRRIICCEESS ((AAvveerraaggee)) PP//KKgg 

WW//EE
1177//0077//22001100

WW//EE
2244//0077//22001100

WW//EE
3311//0077//22001100

NI Liveweight 302.6p 319.52p 323.54p

NI Deadweight 339.5p 342.13p 345.55p

GB Deadweight 349.1p 356.4p 367.3p

EU CATTLE PRICES LEAGUE TABLE

THE MARKETS

LLaammbb ttrraaddee rreemmaaiinnss ffiirrmm

producers will not be surprised to learn that over
recent months, the price gap between here and
mainland UK has widened again.  In the
penultimate week of July, R3 heifer prices in NI
were 16p/kg lower than the corresponding SCO
and EN price (the EN price has since fallen
sharply).   The likely impact of this is an increase
in the live cattle trade to GB.  Back in January
when the differential was wider, an average of
250 cattle per week were being shipped to GB for
direct slaughter.  The changes in relative prices
described above led to a reduction in the number
shipped to less than 100 head per week during
April.  With higher relative prices in Scotland and
Northern England there may be renewed
incentive to export and there was a gradual
increase in the number of cattle shipped to GB
between May and early July.  

NI farmgate beef
prices continue to run
behind Scottish levels

LLaammbb QQuuootteess

LLaasstt WWeeeekk 
2288//0077//1100

TThhiiss WWeeeekk 
0044//0088//1100

350 - 360p 360p

THE lamb trade remains firm this week with plants quoting
around 360p/kg.  The strong prices that we have seen in
recent weeks are primarily driven by tight supplies, with lamb

throughput 27% lower in the first half of this year.  Last week,
factory throughput fell again, with lamb slaughterings 8% lower
than the previous week.  With the Muslim holy month of Ramadan
starting next week, ethnic demand for lamb may also be firm and
this could also influence the trade.

Continued from previous page

FFiigguurree 33.. AAvveerraaggee RR33 HHeeiiffeerr PPrriiccee bbyy RReeggiioonn 
WWeeeekk EEnnddiinngg 22 JJaannuuaarryy -- 2244 JJuullyy 22001100

EEUU DDeeaaddwweeiigghhtt CCaattttllee PPrriicceess -- HHeeiiffeerrss RR33 EEqquuiivvaalleenntt ((€€ CCeennttss))
PPoossiittiioonn llaasstt

MMtthh
PPoossiittiioonn tthhiiss

MMtthh CCoouunnttrryy
PPrriiccee LLaasstt MMtthh ((ww//ee

2277..0066..1100))
PPrriiccee tthhiiss MMtthh ((ww//ee

2255..0077..1100))
CChhaannggee oonn MMtthh

((cceennttss))

1 1 Greece 411.3 398.2 -13.1

2 2 Italy 356.5 369.5 +13.0

3 3 Luxembourg 330.1 323.1 -6.9

4 4 France 322.0 323.0 +1.0

55 55 GGrreeaatt BBrriittaaiinn 332200..44 331111..22 --99..22

7 6 Sweden 313.3 308.7 -4.6

66 77 NNoorrtthheerrnn IIrreellaanndd 331155..66 330033..55 --1122..00

10 8 Ireland 308.4 302.3 -6.0

9 9 Denmark 311.1 300.6 -10.5
8 10 Spain 313.3 299.1 -14.2

11 11 Germany 291.8 290.1 -1.7

13 12 Austria 279.1 282.2 +3.1

14 13 Belgium 278.5 274.0 -4.5

12 14 Slovenia 281.9 255.3 -26.6

15 15 Czech Republic 230.4 238.5 +8.1

16 16 Poland 210.7 209.5 -1.2

17 17 Lithuania 197.9 186.1 -11.9

EU 27 Average 313.2 309.2 -4.0

OOffffiicciiaall pprriicceess rreeppoorrtteedd ttoo tthhee EECC DDrreessssiinngg SSppeecciiffiiccaattiioonn

IN the week-ending 25 July NI heifer prices were
12c/kg lower than they had been in the last week of
June while GB prices were 9c/kg lower.  The lower

prices were due to a combination of falling domestic
prices and the increased value of the euro over the
course of July.  Over the same period, R3 heifer prices
were 6c/kg lower in ROI while in Spain and Greece
there were even steeper price reductions.  

There was also a sharp fall in price in Denmark,
although this may also have been driven to some extent
by currency developments as Denmark is not in the
Eurozone and the euro strengthened against the
Danish Kroner during July.  Although prices were down
generally across the EU, the figures reported by France
were generally stable in comparison with the previous
month, while reported prices in Italy increased by 13p.  

SSHHEEEEPP MMAARRTT PPRRIICCEESS SSEEVVEENN DDAAYYSS EENNDDEEDD 0033//0088//22001100
LLaammbbss

NNoo.. FFrroomm TToo
Wednesday Ballymena 1311 310 347

Enniskillen 412 290 325
Newtownstewart 780 315 342

Markethill 800 315 350
Thursday Downpatrick 405 305 335

Friday Killeter 400 330 356
Saturday Hilltown 1300 352 400

Donemana 1226 307 349
Swatragh 921 300 359
Omagh 1010 334 362

Monday Crumlin 1455 320 353
Kilrea 900 330 352
Gortin 2374 325 372

Tuesday Saintfield 653 325 367
Lisahally 685 321 358

Rathfriland 724 321 400
Armoy 648 327 360
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