FQAS Helpline

If you have had a
inspection and need help and

recent

advice to rectify any non-
conformances, contact Seamus
on the FQAS helpline:

028 9263 3024

Answerphone Service
Factory Quotes &
Mart Results
Updated 5pm Daily
Next week’s quotes

available each Friday
Tel: 028 9263 3011

Did you know?

Selenium, which is found
in beef, works in
conjunction with vitamin
E to protect cells from
destruction. It boosts
immunity and has
possible anti-aging
effects.

For more information

log on to www.Imcni.com

Comments:

bulletin@Imcni.com

Difference from NI price (p/kg)

LM

HE differential between NI farmgate prices and
equwalent prices in GB has been a source of
frustration for NI farmers in recent years. The

differential was particularly wide early this year when

the Scottish R3 heifer price was 25p/kg higher than
the equivalent figure in NI. However, as the year
progressed, this differential narrowed to less than

8p/kg, before widening again. While NI prices did

not come into line with Scottish levels at any stage

between January and July, NI R3 heifer prices were
higher than those in two English regions at various
points during that period and the gap between NI
and overall GB price has generally been narrower in

2010 to date compared with 2009.

Figure 1 below, plots the relationship between R3

heifer prices in GB and NI over the course of 2010 to

date. Only Scottish (SCO) and England South (ES)
prices are shown as they generally represent the
highest and lowest prices in GB. It is clear from the

chart that SCO prices have generally been 10-

20p/kg higher than NI prices since the start of the

Figure 1. Difference between R3 Heifer Prices in GB and NI
Week Ending 2 January - 24 July 2010
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NI farmgate beef prices continue to

run behind Scottish levels

year, while ES prices have generally been lower. Itis
also clear that for a short spell from April to June, NI
prices were on a par with reported prices in GB, with
the difference having narrowed steadily throughout
the spring. Unfortunately for producers here, the
main reason for the narrower differential in the
spring was not a steady increase in local prime cattle
prices, but a steady decline in prices in GB, as
illustrated by Figure 2 below.

On average, NI R3 heifer prices have almost been on
a par with prices in the English Midlands & Wales
(EMW) over the course of the year-to-date at
267p/kg (see Figure 3 overleaf). This is about 6p/kg
lower than the equivalent price for the whole of GB
and about 15p/kg lower than corresponding price in

Scotland. This is similar to last year (Jan-July), when
the gap between R3 heifer prices in Scotland and NI
was around 17p/kg.
It is worth noting that NI producers are not the only
ones left envious of Scottish prices. In the first seven
months of last year, England North (EN) R3 heifer
prices were on a par with those in Scotland. This
year EN prices are on average 6p/kg lower than the
corresponding SCO prices and although EN prices
increased sharply in July to close that gap, prices in
the rest of England remain well behind those in
Scotland. NI, ROI, EMW and ES prices are all
bunched together in July while SCO and EN prices
are ahead of the rest.
With prices under sustained pressure in NI recently,
Continued on next page

Figure 2. British Isles R3 Heifer Prices
Week Ending 2 January - 24 July 2010
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| there were even steeper price reductions.
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month, while reported prices in Italy increased by 13p.

£ iveweight) (Seven Days Ending 02/08/10)
Finished Cattle Store Cattle Dropped Calves (£/head)
from to from to from to
Steers Store bullocks up to 400kg Continental bull calves
1st quality 140 165 1st quality 142 196
2nd quality 123 142 2nd quality 128 150 1st quality 200 340
Friesians 103 119 2nd quality 120 245
Store bullocks 400kg-500kg
Heifers 1st quality 145 186 Continental heifer calves
1st quality 140 171 2nd quality 130 155
2nd quality 120 151 1st quality 145 265
Store bullocks over 500kg 2nd quality 100 195
Beef Cows 1st quality 146 168
2nd quality 129 151 Friesian bull calves
1st quality 110 148
2nd quality 88 117 Store heifers up to 450kg 1st quality 65 245
1st quality 148 176 2nd quality 35 95
Dairy Cows 2nd quality 125 147
Holstein Bull Calves
1st quality 85 120 Store heifers over 450kg 10 80
2nd quality 40 91 1st quality 145 168
2nd quality 120 145

Sheep Prices

| Lamb Quotes |

NI Lamb / Hogget Slaughterings (‘000 head per week)
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Lamb trade remains firm

HE lamb trade remains firm this week with plants quoting
Taround 360p/kg. The strong prices that we have seen in

recent weeks are primarily driven by tight supplies, with lamb
throughput 27% lower in the first half of this year. Last week,
factory throughput fell again, with lamb slaughterings 8% lower
than the previous week. With the Muslim holy month of Ramadan
starting next week, ethnic demand for lamb may also be firm and
this could also influence the trade.

NI Average Weekly Sheep Price (p/kg CW)
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T the marts this week, the trade remains firm with prices ano
Amarginally higher than last week. On Tuesday in 340
Rathfriland there were 724 lambs through the ring with 300 r~
prices for finished stock ranging between 321-380p/kg and 260 -
ewe lambs making up to 400p/kg. This was a slight increase °
on last week’s trade. In Crumlin on Monday there was a very 220
large sale with 1,450 lambs through the ring. Prices ranged 180

from 320-353p/kg, again this was a slight improvement on
last week’s trade when prices ranged from 310-351p/kg.
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Last Week This Week
28/07/10 04/08/10
350 - 360p 360p
L ewemcssmenorie |
W/E W/E W/E
17/07/2010 24/07/2010 31/07/2010
NI Liveweight 302.6p 319.52p 323.54p
NI Deadweight 339.5p 342.13p 345.55p
GB Deadweight 349.1p 356.4p 367.3p
| SHEEP MART PRICES SEVEN DAYS ENDED 03/08/2010
Lambs
No. From To
Wednesday Ballymena 1311 310 347
Enniskillen 412 290 325
Newtownstewart 780 315 342
Markethill 800 315 350
Thursday Downpatrick 405 305 335
Friday Killeter 400 330 356
Saturday Hilltown 1300 352 400
Donemana 1226 307 349
Swatragh 921 300 359
Omagh 1010 334 362
Monday Crumlin 1455 320 353
Kilrea 900 330 352
Gortin 2374 325 372
Tuesday Saintfield 653 325 367
Lisahally 685 321 358
Rathfriland 724 321 400
Armoy 648 327 360




