
OVER recent months the issue of rearing young
bulls for slaughter has become topical in NI.
There are some indications that more

producers are keeping male calves entire and this
coupled with reduced exports of NI born dairy calves
to the continent in 2008 means that this year’s young
bull availability in NI has increased.  The slaughtering
statistics on the following page show that young bull
slaughterings in the period January to September
2009 are up by 28 per cent on the same period last
year.  Young bulls now represent 15 per cent of the
prime cattle kill compared to 12 per cent last year.
With delivered barley prices lower in 2009, some in
the industry expect this figure to rise further.  This
raises several questions about the causes and the
impact of an increased young bull kill.  

While reduced exports of dairy bull calves to the
continent has helped drive up the bull kill, the
increasing volume of bull beef is also driven by the

ongoing ambition of farms to improve efficiency.
Research has consistently shown that there are
significant efficiency gains associated with rearing
bulls instead of steers.  Bulls have greater potential
for higher live weight gain and improved feed
efficiency and produce a heavier carcase at the same
fatness or a leaner carcase at the same weight
compared to steers.  This means that bulls can be
finished earlier and are more likely to kill out at a
better grade than steers.  With feed costs falling
steadily since spring 2008 and young bull prices
similar to steer prices, the decision to keep male
calves entire is understandable.   

As stated above, one of the main efficiency drivers
associated with bull beef is the fact that these
animals can be finished earlier than steers.
Depending on breed some bulls may be finished as
early as 12 months in a barley beef system,
compared to 22-24 months for steers on a grass
system.  However, some farms choose to rear bulls
over a longer period on a diet of grass and
concentrates, hoping to get heavier carcase weights
with lower input costs per kilo.    

It is this grass-based variation in production method
employed by farms to produce bull beef that causes
debate in the industry.  Industry sources maintain
that the retail specification for bull beef is under 16-
months, however, figures from the LMC price

reporting system show that young bulls slaughtered
post 16 months are more likely to achieve a premium
grade and meet the weight specification of the
factories.  Since April 2009, of the 9,000 young bulls
slaughtered at less than 16 months old, 61 per cent
fell into the Gold Box.  This compares with a
corresponding figure of 66 per cent for bulls aged
over 16 months.  These slightly older young bulls are
also less likely to be underweight or suffer from lack
of finish.  

The average age at slaughter for young bulls in NI in
2009 is about 18 months and the figures above
would suggest that waiting until bulls are slightly
older than 16 months before presenting for slaughter
does make sense to producers.  However, the
factories have a reason for favouring bulls aged under
16 months: that being that younger bulls are less
sexually mature, therefore less likely to suffer from
the type of pre-slaughter stress that causes dark
cutting meat.   

There is no doubt that any increased prevalence of
dark cutters is costly for processors. The difficulty for
farms set up to produce bull beef on an efficient 18-
month grass based system is that factories are
inclined to penalise this beef to incentivise farmers to
present bulls for slaughter before they reach 16
months.  Some plants apply this penalty more
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In the first week of October deadweight cattle prices
remained steady in NI following several weeks of
stability.  Average steer and heifer prices were up

marginally while the average young bull price was down
by about a penny per kilo.  Average cow prices fell back
sharply following the better prices paid in the last week of
September. 

U3 grade steers and heifers fell back marginally with
reported prices down by a half penny per kilo.  Better
prices were paid last week however, for O3 and O4 steer
and heifers, with the O4 steer price up by 2 pence and
the O3 heifer price up by the same margin.  P3 grade
cows were back in price by 10p/kg last week to just over
190p/kg.  P2 grade cows also fell in price, down by
almost 5p/kg.  

Despite the relative strength of the Euro, the number of
cattle imported by the plants for direct slaughter has
risen in recent weeks.  Last week almost 1,000 head
were imported compared to 900 in the previous week
and about 750 in the third week of September.  

IN the last week of September the gap between ROI and NI
cattle prices narrowed considerably with the Euro gaining in
strength.  In the week concerned the Euro was worth about

91p, up from 89p in the previous week and this drove ROI prices
up in sterling terms.  It is noticable that farmgate cattle prices in
ROI have fallen across most grades to compensate for the
stronger Euro.  Despite this, U3 steer prices in ROI are now
almost on a par with NI prices while U3 heifer prices are
considerably higher than those in NI.  Young bull prices in ROI
are also well ahead of those in NI with young bulls in ROI

attracting a price premium in recent months.   These
developments render NI livestock more competitive in the British
Isles market place and this should help drive demand for the NI
product in GB.  Whether this has any impact on NI prices remains
to be seen.  For U3 steer and heifers, English prices remain at
least 20p/kg higher than prices in NI and with demand rising
coming into the Autumn NI producers will be anxious to see this
differential narrow. 

RoI and GB price comparisons

Diary dates

Comments:
bulletin@lmcni.com

FFQQAASS LLiiaaiissoonn OOffffiicceerr – not sure
what you need for your
inspection?

Had an inspection and you’re not
sure how to deal with the action
points?

Linda will be at the following
marts next week:

DDaayy WWeeeekk CCoommmmeenncciinngg
1122//1100//0099

Tuesday Clogher / Lisnaskea

Wednesday Kilrea

Friday Downpatrick

NNootteess 
(i) Prices are p/kg Sterling;ROI prices converted at 1 Euro= 90.80p Stg. 
(ii) ROI prices are exclusive of 5.2% VAT. 
(iii) “4” includes 4L/4H; “O” includes O+/O/O-. “U” includes U+/U/U-:“P” includes
P+/P/P-
(iv) Prices are the total price paid inclusive of bonuses and top-ups.  
(v) Sources: AHDB, LMC & Irish Dept of Agriculture.
(vi) Approximately 79% of NI and 60% of GB prime cattle are price reported.  
(vii) The average price displayed is the average price across all grades of cattle.
(viii) Shaded areas indicate a reduction on the price reported in the previous Bulletin.
For ROI, the shading applies to the original price quoted in Euros.
(ix) All prices are based on the UK Dressing Specification. ROI prices have
been converted using the appropriate coefficients. 

Cattle
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THE MARKETS

Young Bull Kill Higher in 2009

UUKK && RROOII CCAATTTTLLEE PPRRIICCEESS ((WW//EE 2266//0099//22000099))

Scotland 
Northern 
England

Midlands 
& Wales

Southern
England 

Northern 
Ireland

Rep of 
Ireland

Steers

U3 296.5 284.6 284.3 281.4 261.2 260.6
R3 293.9 279.7 275.7 275.4 255.6 254.2
R4 295.4 287.4 275.3 274.3 251.8 254.2
O3 281.2 268.1 261.4 263.3 246.7 242.5

Average 292.7 279.5 272.2 268.0 253.0 -

Heifers

U3 297.7 285.2 282.3 283.1 262.9 270.9
R3 290.4 278.0 274.2 272.5 257.1 261.0
R4 293.8 279.7 272.4 274.7 252.3 260.9
O3 277.9 263.9 257.9 262.6 246.7 246.2

Average 290.1 275.4 267.1 265.7 253.3 -

Young 
Bulls

U3 286.8 274.4 280.4 279.4 261.8 273.9
R3 280.3 267.8 269.5 275.1 254.6 269.9
O3 259.5 254.0 255.2 260.8 243.1 242.9

Average 273.0 264.3 266.4 259.1 253.1 -
Prime Cattle 

Price Reported 6,768 5,532 4,491 3,950 6,378 -

Cows

O3 199.0 203.7 194.1 199.3 205.2 204.4
O4 199.6 206.0 199.2 201.3 209.8 205.4
P2 152.2 160.9 173.4 171.1 172.1 179.6
P3 160.2 184.2 184.7 184.2 200.3 197.6

Cattle Prices Stable Last
Week 

2007/2008 prices adjusted to provide a like-for-like comparison with prices
calculated under the new UK Dressing Specification. 

CCaattttllee QQuuootteess
LLaasstt WWeeeekk
3300//0099//0099

TThhiiss WWeeeekk
0077//1100//0099

U3 260-262p 260-262p
R3 254-256p 254-256p

O+3 248-250p 248-250p
Cows 205-216p 205-216p

PPrriicceess ((SStteeeerrss aanndd hheeiiffeerrss ccoommbbiinneedd))
WW//EE 

1199//0099//0099
WW//EE 

2266//0099//0099
WW//EE 

0033//1100//0099

U3 262.1p 262.1p 261.6p
R3 256.6p 256.4p 256.4p

O+3 247.1p 246.7p 248.3p

NNII CCAATTTTLLEE PPRRIICCEESS ((WW//EE 0033//1100//22000099))
Steers Heifers Young Bulls Cows

U3 260.6 262.5 261.5 -
U4 255.0 257.5 - -
R3 255.6 257.1 254.2 -
R4 251.7 252.5 - -
O3 247.9 248.7 243.7 201.4
O4 246.5 245.5 - 207.8
P2 - - - 167.6
P3 - - - 190.3

Average 253.8 253.4 251.7 185.4

AAnnsswweerrpphhoonnee SSeerrvviiccee

FFaaccttoorryy QQuuootteess && 
MMaarrtt RReessuullttss 

UUppddaatteedd 55ppmm DDaaiillyy

NNeexxtt wweeeekk’’ss qquuootteess
aavvaaiillaabbllee eeaacchh FFrriiddaayy

TTeell::  002288 99226633 33001111

Continued on next pageWeek
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LMC does not guarantee the accuracy
or completeness of any third party
information provided in or included
with this publication. LMC hereby
disclaims any responsibility for error,
omission or inaccuracy in the
information, misinterpretation or any
other loss, disappointment,
negligence or damage caused by
reliance on third party information

NNoott ffoorr ffuurrtthheerr ppuubblliiccaattiioonn oorr
ddiissttrriibbuuttiioonn wwiitthhoouutt pprriioorr ppeerrmmiissssiioonn

ffrroomm LLMMCC

CCoonnttaacctt uuss:: 

WWeebbssiittee:: wwwwww..llmmccnnii..ccoomm

TTeelleepphhoonnee:: 002288 99226633 33000000

FFaaxx:: 002288 99226633 33000011

FFQQAASS HHeellpplliinnee:: 002288 99226633 33002244

AAnnsswweerrpphhoonnee:: 002288 99226633 33001111

CCllaassssiiffiiccaattiioonn QQuueerriieess:: 002288 99226633 33001122

OVER the last seven days the sheep mart trade in NI has
picked up following a poorer trade in the previous week.
The top price in Rathfriland on Tuesday was 17p/kg higher

than the previous Tuesday, while the bottom price was 12p/kg
higher.  Similarly prices in Gortin, Lisahally and Saintfield were
all improved this week with reports of a good trade in lamb and
ewes.  This improved trade may indicate renewed demand from
ROI buyers following a slight lull in sheep numbers exported for
direct slaughter last week.  

TThhiiss wweeeekk ’’ss mmaarrttss

TTeexxtt SSeerrvviiccee
FFrreeee PPrriiccee QQuuootteess sseenntt 
ttoo yyoouurr mmoobbiillee pphhoonnee 

eeaacchh wweeeekk 
EEmmaaiill -- bbuulllleettiinn@@llmmccnnii..ccoomm 

TTeell::  002288 99226633 33002200

Sheep Prices

LAST week’s deadweight sheep prices were down by 10p/kg
on the previous week with slacker trade in the marts and
reports of poorer demand last week.  It is noticeable that

GB prices fell sharply last week also, down by 13p/kg.  With the
mart trade more lively this week and reports of tighter supplies
factories have raised their quotes this week to 295-300p/kg for
lambs up to 22kg.  

Sheep

NNII AAvveerraaggee WWeeeekkllyy SShheeeepp PPrriiccee ((pp//kkgg CCWW))

NNII SShheeeepp SSllaauugghhtteerriinnggss ((‘‘000000 hheeaadd ppeerr  wweeeekk))

Cattle Slaughterings up in
September 2009

BBeeeeff mmaarrttss ((££//110000kkgg  lliivveewweeiigghhtt)) ((SSeevveenn DDaayyss EEnnddiinngg 0055//1100//0099))
FFiinniisshheedd CCaattttllee SSttoorree CCaattttllee DDrrooppppeedd CCaallvveess ((££//hheeaadd))

ffrroomm ttoo ffrroomm ttoo ffrroomm ttoo
SStteeeerrss SSttoorree bbuulllloocckkss uupp ttoo 440000kkgg CCoonnttiinneennttaall bbuullll ccaallvveess
1st quality 142 166 1st quality 150 200
2nd quality 125 145 2nd quality 135 152 1st quality 200 325
Friesians 105 126 2nd quality 120 218

SSttoorree bbuulllloocckkss 440000kkgg--550000kkgg
HHeeiiffeerrss 1st quality 145 178 CCoonnttiinneennttaall hheeiiffeerr ccaallvveess
1st quality 140 171 2nd quality 122 146
2nd quality 115 150 1st quality 145 225

SSttoorree bbuulllloocckkss oovveerr 550000kkgg 2nd quality 70 178
BBeeeeff CCoowwss 1st quality 138 168

2nd quality 120 144 FFrriieessiiaann bbuullll ccaallvveess
1st quality 98 147
2nd quality 75 116 SSttoorree hheeiiffeerrss uupp ttoo 445500kkgg 1st quality 50 90

1st quality 135 169 2nd quality 20 50
DDaaiirryy CCoowwss 2nd quality 120 139

HHoollsstteeiinn BBuullll CCaallvveess
1st quality 88 112 SSttoorree hheeiiffeerrss oovveerr 445500kkgg 1 85
2nd quality 40 99 1st quality 145 168

2nd quality 125 144

LLaammbb QQuuootteess

LLaasstt WWeeeekk
3300//0099//0099

TThhiiss WWeeeekk
0077//1100//0099

Lamb 285-295p 295-300p

PPAAIIDD PPRRIICCEESS ((AAvveerraaggee)) PP//KKgg 

WW//EE 
1199//0099//0099

WW//EE 
2266//0099//0099

WW//EE 
0033//1100//0099

NI Liveweight 264.29p 254.08p 253.31p

NI Deadweight 297.46p 297.78p 287.12p

GB Deadweight 326.8p 322.1p 308.7p

Throughput of cattle in NI meat plants was
significantly higher in September 2009
compared to September 2008 with 2000

additional cattle killed last month compared to the
same period in the previous year.  This represents an
increase of five per cent.  Substantial increases in the
cow and young bull kill more than compensated for a
decline in steer and heifer numbers to drive this
general increase in throughput.  

The young bull kill is up by 60 per cent, compared to

last September while the steer kill is down eight per
cent.  When looking at the year to date, compared with
the same period in 2008, the trend is similar but less
pronounced with a 28% increase in the young bull kill
and three per cent decline in steer numbers.  

Sheep numbers are down significantly in 2009 to date
compared to the same period in 2008.  Overall
throughput is down by well over 40,000 head, with the
ewe and ram kill down by 16 per cent while the lamb
kill is down by nine per cent.  

DDeeaaddwweeiigghhtt llaammbb pprriicceess

Continued from previous page
consistently than others.  However, while it is
understandable that plants would penalise out of
specification animals, it brings the causes of dark
cutters (also known as DFD - dark, firm and dry)
into sharp focus.  

The pre-slaughter environment, especially
handling, transport and lairage, is probably the
most critical factor in determining whether bull
beef is dark cutting and older bulls are more likely
to suffer from pre-slaughter stress.  Factors such
as exposure to strange batches of cattle, lengthy
lairage, proximity of heifers and cows, frequency
of mounting, exhaustion and the presence of
excitable bulls in a batch are likely to cause stress
and therefore generate DFD meat.  

With examples in Europe and indeed closer to
home in ROI where young bulls are kept slightly
longer, the question is, are there lessons to be
learned from these European countries with a
longer history of rearing bulls.  How do they
minimise pre-slaughter stress and thereby reduce
the number of dark-cutters?    

If producers and processors can develop their
operations to further reduce pre-slaughter stress
it is possible that the entire industry could benefit
from the efficiency gains delivered by slightly older
bull beef production.  However, in the interim,
producers should continue to bear in mind that it
is essential to ensure there is a market for the bull
beef they intend to produce before committing to
new methods of production.  

NNII CCAATTTTLLEE AANNDD SSHHEEEEPP SSLLAAUUGGHHTTEERRIINNGGSS FFOORR TTHHEE FFOOOODDCCHHAAIINN
SSeepptteemmbbeerr YYeeaarr ttoo DDaattee

((44 wweeeekkss eennddeedd 2266//0099//0099)) ((3399 wweeeekkss eennddeedd 2266//0099//0099))
22000088 22000099 %% CChhaannggee JJaann 0088 -- SSeepp 0088 JJaann 0099 -- SSeepp 0099 %% CChhaannggee

CCAATTTTLLEE 
Steers 17,873 16,431 -8% 126,075 121,834 -3%
Heifers 10,657 10,303 -3% 97,256 99,581 +2%
Young Bulls 2,809 4,495 +60% 30,794 39,320 +28%
Cows 6,208 8,279 +33% 52,795 59,470 +13%
Mature Bulls 286 439 +53% 2,427 2,908 +20%
Calves 145 9 -94% 714 354 -50%
TToottaall CCaattttllee 3377,,997788 3399,,995566 ++55%% 331100,,006611 332233,,446677 ++44%%

SSHHEEEEPP
Lambs & Hoggets 55,751 50,467 -9% 404,397 369,873 -9%
Ewes & Rams 6,997 5,933 -15% 61,282 51,325 -16%

TToottaall SShheeeepp 6622,,774488 5566,,440000 --1100%% 446655,,667799 442211,,119988 --1100%%

The above figures are provisional; any amendments will be incorporated in the cumulative data (source DARD).

Young Bull Kill
Higher in 2009

SSHHEEEEPP MMAARRTT PPRRIICCEESS SSEEVVEENN DDAAYYSS EENNDDEEDD 0066//1100//22000099
LLaammbbss

NNoo.. FFrroomm TToo

Wednesday Ballymena 1322 240 264

Enniskillen 583 250 283

Markethill 500 240 265

Thursday Downpatrick 475 240 262

Saturday Hilltown 876 245 283

Donemana 985 248 274

Swatragh 685 246 293

Omagh 1645 289 307

Monday Crumlin 1350 255 290

Kilrea 450 260 278

Gortin 1290 275 305

Tuesday Saintfield 563 251 290

Lisahally 545 277 310

Rathfriland 784 250 290


