Diary dates

FQAS Liaison Officer - not sure
what you need for your
inspection?

Had an inspection and you'e not
sure how to deal with the action
points?

Linda will be at the following
marts next week:

Week Commencing

Da
y 12/10/09
Tuesday Clogher / Lisnaskea
Wednesday Kilrea
Friday Downpatrick
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available each Friday
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VER recent months the issue of rearing young

bulls for slaughter has become topical in NI.

There are some indications that more
producers are keeping male calves entire and this
coupled with reduced exports of NI born dairy calves
to the continent in 2008 means that this year’s young
bull availability in NI has increased. The slaughtering
statistics on the following page show that young bull
slaughterings in the period January to September
2009 are up by 28 per cent on the same period last
year. Young bulls now represent 15 per cent of the
prime cattle kill compared to 12 per cent last year.
With delivered barley prices lower in 2009, some in
the industry expect this figure to rise further. This
raises several questions about the causes and the
impact of an increased young bull kill.

While reduced exports of dairy bull calves to the
continent has helped drive up the bull Kill, the
increasing volume of bull beef is also driven by the
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Young Bull Kill Higher in 2009

ongoing ambition of farms to improve efficiency.
Research has consistently shown that there are
significant efficiency gains associated with rearing
bulls instead of steers. Bulls have greater potential
for higher live weight gain and improved feed
efficiency and produce a heavier carcase at the same
fatness or a leaner carcase at the same weight
compared to steers. This means that bulls can be
finished earlier and are more likely to kill out at a
better grade than steers. With feed costs falling
steadily since spring 2008 and young bull prices
similar to steer prices, the decision to keep male
calves entire is understandable.

As stated above, one of the main efficiency drivers
associated with bull beef is the fact that these
animals can be finished earlier than steers.
Depending on breed some bulls may be finished as
early as 12 months in a barley beef system,
compared to 22-24 months for steers on a grass
system. However, some farms choose to rear bulls
over a longer period on a diet of grass and
concentrates, hoping to get heavier carcase weights
with lower input costs per kilo.

It is this grass-based variation in production method
employed by farms to produce bull beef that causes
debate in the industry. Industry sources maintain
that the retail specification for bull beef is under 16-
months, however, figures from the LMC price

reporting system show that young bulls slaughtered
post 16 months are more likely to achieve a premium
grade and meet the weight specification of the
factories. Since April 2009, of the 9,000 young bulls
slaughtered at less than 16 months old, 61 per cent
fell into the Gold Box. This compares with a
corresponding figure of 66 per cent for bulls aged
over 16 months. These slightly older young bulls are
also less likely to be underweight or suffer from lack
of finish.

The average age at slaughter for young bulls in NI in
2009 is about 18 months and the figures above
would suggest that waiting until bulls are slightly
older than 16 months before presenting for slaughter
does make sense to producers. However, the
factories have a reason for favouring bulls aged under
16 months: that being that younger bulls are less
sexually mature, therefore less likely to suffer from
the type of pre-slaughter stress that causes dark
cutting meat.

There is no doubt that any increased prevalence of
dark cutters is costly for processors. The difficulty for
farms set up to produce bull beef on an efficient 18-
month grass based system is that factories are
inclined to penalise this beef to incentivise farmers to
present bulls for slaughter before they reach 16
months. Some plants apply this penalty more

Continued on next page







| (Seven Days Ending 05/10/09) |

Finished Cattle Store Cattle Dropped Calves (£/head)
from to from to from to
Steers Store bullocks up to 400kg Continental bull calves
1st quality 142 166 1st quality 150 200
2nd quality 125 145 2nd quality 135 152 1st quality 200 325
Friesians 105 126 2nd quality 120 218
Store bullocks 400kg-500kg
Heifers 1st quality 145 178 Continental heifer calves
1st quality 140 171 2nd quality 122 146
2nd quality 115 150 1st quality 145 225
Store bullocks over 500kg 2nd quality 70 178
Beef Cows 1st quality 138 168
2nd quality 120 144 Friesian bull calves
1st quality 98 147
2nd quality 75 116 Store heifers up to 450kg 1st quality 50 90
1st quality 135 169 2nd quality 20 50
Dairy Cows 2nd quality 120 139
Holstein Bull Calves
1st quality 88 112 Store heifers over 450kg 1 85
2nd quality 40 99 1st quality 145 168
2nd quality 125 144

NI Sheep Slaughterings (‘000 head per week) Deadweight lamb prices
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75 iy L LAST week’s deadweight sheep prices were down by 10p/kg
: . on the previous week with slacker trade in the marts and
20 . reports of poorer demand last week. It is noticeable that
. - GB prices fell sharply last week also, down by 13p/kg. With the
1= oL e t.__+ Mmarttrade more lively this week and reports of tighter supplies
1n ' - ] factories have raised their quotes this week to 295-300p/kg for

* lambs up to 22kg.
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OVER the last seven days the sheep mart trade in NI has

NI Average Weekly Sheep Price (p/kg CW)
R L1 2005 2009

picked up following a poorer trade in the previous week. 2l 4
The top price in Rathfriland on Tuesday was 17p/kg higher 24l £
than the previous Tuesday, while the bottom price was 12p/kg 200 A W
higher. Similarly prices in Gortin, Lisahally and Saintfield were ; ’ -
all improved this week with reports of a good trade in lamb and 280 Sl e — £
ewes. This improved trade may indicate renewed demand from aag J— - - P
ROI buyers following a slight lull in sheep numbers exported for LA : - -
direct slaughter last week. 1dd

Sheep Prices
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Last Week This Week
30/09/09 07/10/09
Lamb 285-295p 295-300p
| PADPROES Merpe
W/E W/E W/E
19/09/09 26/09/09 03/10/09
NI Liveweight 264.29p 254.08p 253.31p
NI Deadweight 297.46p 297.78p 287.12p
GB Deadweight 326.8p 322.1p 308.7p
| SHEEP MART PRICES SEVEN DAYS ENDED 06/10/2000 |
Lambs
No. From To
Wednesday Ballymena 1322 240 264
Enniskillen 583 250 283
Markethill 500 240 265
Thursday Downpatrick 475 240 262
Saturday Hilltown 876 245 283
Donemana 985 248 274
Swatragh 685 246 293
Omagh 1645 289 307
Monday Crumlin 1350 255 290
Kilrea 450 260 278
Gortin 1290 275 305
Tuesday Saintfield 563 251 290
Lisahally 545 277 310
Rathfriland 784 250 290




