
THE latest slaughter statistics for NI show that
the supply of cattle to NI plants was much
greater during the first half of 2010, compared

to the first half of 2009.  In the period from January
- June 2010, the total prime cattle kill was 9% greater
than in the same period in 2009, and although there
was a slight decline in the cow kill, this was more
than compensated for by a greater mature bull kill.
In the first half of the year, the overall sheep kill was
25% lower than during the first half of 2009. 

Over the first half of the year, there has been a slight
increase in the numbers of steers and heifers
slaughtered in NI.  This may be in part due to
increased store imports over the last nine months.
However, the main reason for the increased cattle kill
so far in 2010 has been the increased supply of
young bulls. Over 39,000 head have been
slaughtered in NI since the start of the year,
compared to about 25,200 in the same period last
year - an increase of 55%.  The bulk of this increase
has emanated from the dairy herd with more male
dairy calves registered and fewer exported to the
continent post-2007.  

The other notable change is the increase in the
recorded number of mature bulls in the slaughter
mix.  It is highly unlikely that this has been driven by
culling of breeding bulls.  Rather, there has been an
increase in the recorded number of finished bulls
that have been retained beyond 24 months (the
official EU specification for young bulls is under 24
months).  Considering that several of the major GB
retailers specify an age-limit on young bulls of 16
months and others specify only steers / heifers
(Bulletin Issue 2097), these developments are a

concern as older bulls are outside premium market
specifications.  

The reduced cow kill in NI over the last six months, is
also worth noting.  Throughput of cows is down three
per cent in the first six months of 2010, compared to
2009.  LMC price reporting data would suggest that
this decline has been driven mainly by reduced dairy
cow slaughterings, while beef cow throughput may

be at a similar or higher level than last year.

The sheep slaughter figures show that over the last
52 weeks, the sheep kill was 15% lower than during
the preceding 52 week period.  However, it would
appear that the decline in numbers for slaughter in
all plants has accelerated in the first half of 2010,
with throughput reduced by 25%.  

BULLETIN
TThhuurrssddaayy JJuullyy 0088,,  22001100 IIssssuuee NNoo.. 22112244

All reported prices and quotes based on the UK Dressing Spec.

This week, there has been a reduction in quotes in some
factories with the plants now quoting a base price of 254-
256p/kg for U3 steers and heifers.  However, most of the

plants are quoting 256p/kg, with only one plant quoting
254p/kg for steers and 256p/kg for heifers.  

Last week’s reported prices show that the U3 steer price was
2p/kg lower compared to the previous week with average steer
prices down by 4p/kg.  Heifer prices were more robust, but the
average heifer price was still down by 2.5p/kg compared to the
previous week.  However, prices for fat class 2 heifers held up
well, with reported prices for U2 and R2 heifers up by 3.3p/kg
and 3.9p/kg respectively.   

A fortnight ago one of the plants announced a new 10p/kg
penalty on bulls aged over 24 months.  This comes on top of an
existing 10p/kg penalty on over-16 month old bulls. This week
another plant has introduced a 10p penalty on over-20 month
old bulls, again in addition to the existing penalty on over 16-
month old stock.

Current quotes for cows from the factories are 205-214p/kg,
down from the 210-216p/kg quoted last week. Last week’s
reported prices also indicate a decline in cow prices with average
cow prices back by 5p/kg. 

Information

Comments:
bulletin@lmcni.com

Notes: 
(i) Prices are p/kg Sterling - ROI prices converted at 1 Euro=81.90p Stg. 
(ii)Shading indicates a reduction on price reported in the previous bulletin. 
Further explanatory notes on these tables are available on request. 

Cattle

NNII CClleeaann CCaattttllee SSllaauugghhtteerriinnggss ((‘‘000000 hheeaadd ppeerr  wweeeekk))

NNII AAvveerraaggee WWeeeekkllyy CClleeaann CCaattttllee PPrriiccee ((pp//kkgg CCWW))

2007/2008 prices adjusted to provide a like-for-like comparison with
prices calculated under the new UK Dressing Specification. 

CCaattttllee QQuuootteess
LLaasstt WWeeeekk
3300//0066//1100

TThhiiss WWeeeekk
0077//0066//1100

U3 256 - 260p  
+ 8p bonus for in spec

254 - 256p  
+ 8p bonus for in spec

R3 250 - 254p
+ 8p bonus for in spec

248 - 250p
+ 8p bonus for in spec

O+3 244 - 248p
+ 8p bonus for in spec

242 - 244p
+ 8p bonus for in spec

Cows 210 - 216p 205 - 214p

PPrriicceess ((SStteeeerrss aanndd hheeiiffeerrss ccoommbbiinneedd))
WW//EE 

1199//0066//1100
WW//EE 

2266//0066//1100
WW//EE 

0033//0066//1100
U3 268.3p 264.5p 263.3p
R3 264.4p 261.7p 259.3p

O+3 258.1p 256.0p 252.8p

THE MARKETS

The NI Cattle Prices Table has been amended to include more detail with prices for a
wider range of grades provided.  If you need further information on prices contact the
LMC Technical Department on 028 9263 3000.

UK & ROI CATTLE PRICES (W/E 03/07/2010)

Scotland 
Northern 
England

Midlands 
& Wales

Southern
England 

Northern 
Ireland

Rep of 
Ireland

Steers

U3 283.5 277.6 273.4 266.0 260.1 254.9
R3 279.4 270.0 263.7 258.2 257.6 246.2
R4 282.4 276.7 265.3 257.3 253.4 244.9
O3 265.8 260.2 250.6 243.2 245.3 231.7

Average 279.3 272.5 261.6 251.2 252.3 -

Heifers

U3 283.4 282.4 272.6 265.8 266.6 262.6
R3 280.6 269.7 264.2 257.8 261.1 253.0
R4 281.6 270.6 264.0 256.0 256.1 251.1
O3 260.9 255.8 248.2 245.1 248.5 236.5

Average 278.2 268.7 260.4 249.9 255.3 -

Young 
Bulls

U3 271.9 259.4 263.9 266.5 256.1 256.9
R3 268.3 252.5 256.9 257.3 249.7 249.9
O3 235.9 234.1 239.5 242.4 237.2 234.6

Average 260.5 243.6 250.2 251.2 247.6 -
Prime Cattle 

Price Reported 7,065 5,668 5,832 3,936 5,879 -

Cows

O3 207.8 215.9 208.3 197.1 208.0 202.8
O4 215.5 216.4 209.9 200.2 210.6 204.8
P2 157.8 180.0 177.3 173.0 167.2 176.5
P3 169.0 195.8 184.5 183.9 193.7 198.0

UU33 QQuuoottee:: 225544--225566pp//kkgg

AAnnsswweerrpphhoonnee SSeerrvviiccee
FFaaccttoorryy QQuuootteess && 

MMaarrtt RReessuullttss 
UUppddaatteedd 55ppmm DDaaiillyy

NNeexxtt wweeeekk’’ss qquuootteess
aavvaaiillaabbllee eeaacchh FFrriiddaayy

TTeell::  002288 99226633 33001111

LAST week, reported steer and heifer prices in NI were on
average 4p/kg and 2.5p/kg lower than the previous week.
However, prices in Scotland and England were generally on

the rise.  In Scotland average steer and heifer prices were up by
around 1p/kg, while in midland and southern England, average
steer prices increased by 3p/kg.  Young bull prices were also up
strongly in the midlands, with average prices up by 5p/kg.     The
gap between prices in NI and GB has widened as a result and

Scottish steer prices are now about 23p/kg higher than the
equivalent price in NI.  In ROI prices came under pressure despite
the decline in the value of the euro.  In euro terms, U3 steer
prices were down by almost 2p/kg, while O3 cow prices were
down by about 6c/kg.  With the pound rising in value, these price
declines were greater in sterling terms.

ROI & GB Price Comparisons

FFQQAASS HHeellpplliinnee
If you have had a recent
inspection and need help and
advice to rectify any non-
conformances, contact Seamus
on the FQAS helpline:
002288 99226633 33002244

First half slaughter figures show
significant increase in bull kill

HHoolliiddaayyss

LLMMCC ooffffiicceess wwiillll bbee
cclloosseedd oonn tthhee 1122//1133tthh

JJuullyy.. 

TThheerree wwiillll bbee nnoo BBuulllleettiinn
iinn tthhee wweeeekk ccoommmmeenncciinngg

1122 JJuullyy.. 

NI CATTLE PRICES (W/E 03/07/2010)
Steers Heifers Young Bulls Cows

U2 258.1 265.6 255.9 -
U3 260.1 266.6 256.1 221.1
U4L 249.7 260.5 247.4 218.9
R2 253.8 257.9 249.6 208.8
R3 257.6 261.1 249.7 220.1
R4L 253.9 256.2 245.3 220.4
O+2 246.0 241.1 241.9 198.1
O+3 253.5 252.1 242.6 217.8
O+4L 247.2 249.3 227.5 217.5
O4L 236.4 237.9 234.0 206.9
P+2 - - - 174.1
P+3 - - - 195.7

Average 252.3 255.3 247.6 199.5

NNII CCAATTTTLLEE AANNDD SSHHEEEEPP SSLLAAUUGGHHTTEERRIINNGGSS FFOORR TTHHEE FFOOOODDCCHHAAIINN
Last 26 Weeks Last 52 Weeks

(26 weeks ended 26/06/10) (52 weeks ended 26/06/10)
2009 2010 % Change Jul 08 - Jun 09 Jul 09 - Jun 10 % Change

CCAATTTTLLEE
Steers 80,231 81,484 +2% 172,773 173,285 +0%
Heifers 70,367 71,130 +1% 134,177 135,476 +1%
Young Bulls 25,228 39,098 +55% 45,475 68,262 +50%
TToottaall PPrriimmee CCaattttllee 117755,,882266 119911,,771122 ++99%% 335522,,442255 337777,,002233 ++77%%
Cows 36,535 35,379 -3% 80,114 84,804 +6%
Mature Bulls 1,628 6,250 +284% 3,593 10,608 +195%
Calves 278 100 -64% 641 269 -58%
TToottaall CCaattttllee 221144,,226677 223333,,444411 ++99%% 443366,,777733 447722,,770044 ++88%%
SSHHEEEEPP
Lambs & Hoggets 210,169 154,104 -27% 549,057 456,343 -17%
Ewes & Rams 33,112 28,293 -15% 66,189 65,156 -2%
TToottaall SShheeeepp 224433,,228811 118822,,339977 --2255%% 661155,,224466 552211,,449999 --1155%%

The above figures are provisional (source DARD).





NUMBERS are starting rise through the sheep rings as
more producers start to finish lambs.  There were larger
sales in Swatragh, Crumlin, Kilrea and Gortin among

others. Mart prices were under pressure last week with a
stronger pound.  However, with the euro regaining some of its
lost ground over the few days, the lamb trade steadied with
prices on Tuesday similar to last week.   Stronger prices were
reported in Rathfriland, while a strong trade was reported in
Gortin on Monday night with reports that some factories were
active around the ring. 

LMC does not guarantee the accuracy
or completeness of any third party
information provided in or included
with this publication. LMC hereby
disclaims any responsibility for error,
omission or inaccuracy in the
information, misinterpretation or any
other loss, disappointment,
negligence or damage caused by
reliance on third party information.

NNoott ffoorr ffuurrtthheerr ppuubblliiccaattiioonn oorr
ddiissttrriibbuuttiioonn wwiitthhoouutt pprriioorr ppeerrmmiissssiioonn

ffrroomm  LLMMCC

CCoonnttaacctt uuss:: 

WWeebbssiittee:: wwwwww..llmmccnnii..ccoomm

TTeelleepphhoonnee:: 002288 99226633 33000000

FFaaxx:: 002288 99226633 33000011

FFQQAASS HHeellpplliinnee:: 002288 99226633 33002244

AAnnsswweerrpphhoonnee:: 002288 99226633 33001111

CCllaassssiiffiiccaattiioonn QQuueerriieess:: 002288 99226633 33001122

TThhiiss wweeeekk ’’ss mmaarrttss

TTeexxtt SSeerrvviiccee
FFrreeee PPrriiccee QQuuootteess sseenntt 
ttoo yyoouurr mmoobbiillee pphhoonnee 

ttwwiiccee wweeeekkllyy
EEmmaaiill -- bbuulllleettiinn@@llmmccnnii..ccoomm 

TTeell::  002288 99226633 33002200

Sheep Prices

Sheep

NNII AAvveerraaggee WWeeeekkllyy SShheeeepp PPrriiccee ((pp//kkgg CCWW))

NNII LLaammbb // HHooggggeett SSllaauugghhtteerriinnggss ((‘‘000000 hheeaadd ppeerr  wweeeekk))

BBeeeeff mmaarrttss ((££//110000kkgg  lliivveewweeiigghhtt)) ((SSeevveenn DDaayyss EEnnddiinngg 0055//0077//1100))
FFiinniisshheedd CCaattttllee SSttoorree CCaattttllee DDrrooppppeedd CCaallvveess ((££//hheeaadd))

ffrroomm ttoo ffrroomm ttoo ffrroomm ttoo
SStteeeerrss SSttoorree bbuulllloocckkss uupp ttoo 440000kkgg CCoonnttiinneennttaall bbuullll ccaallvveess
1st quality 150 167 1st quality 152 174
2nd quality 130 149 2nd quality 140 151 1st quality 225 335
Friesians 105 138 2nd quality 160 220

SSttoorree bbuulllloocckkss 440000kkgg--550000kkgg
HHeeiiffeerrss 1st quality 155 172 CCoonnttiinneennttaall hheeiiffeerr ccaallvveess
1st quality 149 177 2nd quality 140 154
2nd quality 128 148 1st quality 170 265

SSttoorree bbuulllloocckkss oovveerr 550000kkgg 2nd quality 120 168
BBeeeeff CCoowwss 1st quality 148 164

2nd quality 132 147 FFrriieessiiaann bbuullll ccaallvveess
1st quality 115 136
2nd quality 103 114 SSttoorree hheeiiffeerrss uupp ttoo 445500kkgg 1st quality 80 140

1st quality 151 164 2nd quality 40 78
DDaaiirryy CCoowwss 2nd quality 132 150

HHoollsstteeiinn BBuullll CCaallvveess
1st quality 90 116 SSttoorree hheeiiffeerrss oovveerr 445500kkgg 20 92
2nd quality 70 89 1st quality 142 151

2nd quality 123 141

PPAAIIDD PPRRIICCEESS ((AAvveerraaggee)) PP//KKgg 

WW//EE
1199//0066//22001100

WW//EE
2266//0066//22001100

WW//EE
0033//0066//22001100

NI Liveweight 354.8 314.1p 293.6p

NI Deadweight 364.9 329.3p 317.5p

GB Deadweight 387.7p 369.7p 363.5p

EUROPEAN CATTLE PRICES 
LEAGUE TABLE

THE MARKETS

LLaammbb qquuootteess rreemmaaiinn aatt 332200pp//kkgg

IN the first quarter of 2010, there has been
a considerable increase in the numbers of
cattle imported from ROI to Northern Ireland

for further production.  

DARD figures show that in the period from
January to March 2010, around 16,270 head
were imported from ROI by NI producers.  This
represents a 155% increase on the trade
during the corresponding period last year
when only 6,370 head were imported.  In the
same period in 2008, less than 4,000 head
were imported.  Provisional figures for April
suggest that this trade is set to get even
stronger.  

The main reason for the increased numbers
of store cattle imported from ROI is the
reduced availability in NI, with calf birth
registrations here in gradual decline.  With
reduced availability locally and high store
prices, producers are turning to ROI for stock.
The recent decline in the value of the euro has
also made it easier for NI producers to
purchase cattle from the south.  This trend is
part of a wider shift in the trade with greater
numbers of live cattle shipped out of ROI
generally in 2010.  

When it comes to slaughter numbers in
2010/2011, the likelihood is that the higher
levels of imports will compensate somewhat
for the reduction in domestic calf births which
is a looming threat to factory throughput in NI.  

Large number of
stores imported from

ROI in first quarter
of 2010

LLaammbb QQuuootteess

LLaasstt WWeeeekk 
3300//0066//1100

TThhiiss WWeeeekk 
0077//0066//1100

320p 320p

LAMB quotes from the factories have remained constant at
320p/kg this week across all the plants with reports of an
increasing demand for lambs as retail outlets shift over from

New Zealand lamb to home produced lamb.  Reported prices from
last week show that GB lamb prices have been slower to decline
than prices in NI, with producers continuing to receive over
360p/kg for lamb there last week.  The importance of lambs having
farm quality assured status at point of slaughter is also coming to
the forefront with some buyers emphasising it as a increasingly
important requirement.

OVER the last few weeks, the falling value of the
euro has attracted much attention, particularly in
farming circles with some concerns about its

potential impact on export prices.  The impact is clearly
illustrated above in this league table of European R3
heifer prices.  Prices in NI have been under pressure

throughout the month of June, yet, in euro terms, prices
have risen by 11.5c/kg rendering NI cattle slightly less
competitive in the Eurozone.  NI prices are now the sixth
most expensive in the list of 17 EC countries above.   ROI
prices, increased by 8c/kg between the end of May and
the end of June.  

SSHHEEEEPP MMAARRTT PPRRIICCEESS SSEEVVEENN DDAAYYSS EENNDDEEDD 0066//0077//22001100

SSpprriinngg LLaammbbss

NNoo.. FFrroomm TToo

Wednesday Ballymena 1089 275 318

Newtownstewart 497 286 301

Thursday Downpatrick 185 285 310

Saturday Hilltown 492 280 319

Swatragh 752 287 328

Monday Crumlin 1210 291 322

Kilrea 1020 279 322

Gortin 1440 285 340

Tuesday Saintfield 614 291 315

Lisahally 270 290 320

Rathfriland 646 280 352

EEUU DDeeaaddwweeiigghhtt CCaattttllee PPrriicceess -- HHeeiiffeerrss RR33 EEqquuiivvaalleenntt ((€€ CCeennttss))
PPoossiittiioonn llaasstt

MMtthh
PPoossiittiioonn tthhiiss

MMtthh CCoouunnttrryy PPrriiccee LLaasstt MMtthh 
((ww//ee 2233..0055..1100))

PPrriiccee tthhiiss MMtthh 
((ww//ee 2266..0066..1100))

CChhaannggee oonn MMtthh
((cceennttss))

1 1 Greece 412.8 411.3 -1.5

2 2 Italy 381.7 356.5 -25.2

4 3 Luxembourg 323.0 330.1 +7.1

3 4 France 324.0 322.0 -2.0

7 5 Great Britain 306.8 320.4 +13.6

8 6 Northern Ireland 304.0 315.6 +11.5

5 7 Sweden 319.3 313.3 -6.0

11 8 Spain 287.0 313.3 +26.2

6 9 Denmark 315.5 311.1 -4.5

9 10 Ireland 300.5 308.4 +7.9

10 11 Germany 288.9 291.8 +2.9

13 12 Slovenia 275.5 281.9 +6.4

14 13 Austria 270.3 279.1 +8.8

12 14 Belgium 280.5 278.5 -2.0

15 15 Czech Republic 233.0 230.4 -2.6

16 16 Poland 210.2 210.7 +0.5

17 17 Lithuania 208.1 197.9 -10.2

EU 27 Average 306.8 313.2 +6.4

OOffffiicciiaall pprriicceess rreeppoorrtteedd ttoo tthhee EECC DDrreessssiinngg SSppeecciiffiiccaattiioonn


