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HE latest slaughter statistics for NI show that
Tthe supply of cattle to NI plants was much

greater during the first half of 2010, compared
to the first half of 2009. In the period from January
- June 2010, the total prime cattle kill was 9% greater
than in the same period in 2009, and although there
was a slight decline in the cow Kill, this was more
than compensated for by a greater mature bull kill.
In the first half of the year, the overall sheep kill was
25% lower than during the first half of 2009.

Over the first half of the year, there has been a slight
increase in the numbers of steers and heifers
slaughtered in NI. This may be in part due to
increased store imports over the last nine months.
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First half slaughter figures show
significant increase in bull kill

concern as older bulls are outside premium market
specifications.

The reduced cow kill in NI over the last six months, is
also worth noting. Throughput of cows is down three
per cent in the first six months of 2010, compared to
2009. LMC price reporting data would suggest that
this decline has been driven mainly by reduced dairy
cow slaughterings, while beef cow throughput may

be at a similar or higher level than last year.

The sheep slaughter figures show that over the last
52 weeks, the sheep kill was 15% lower than during
the preceding 52 week period. However, it would
appear that the decline in numbers for slaughter in
all plants has accelerated in the first half of 2010,
with throughput reduced by 25%.
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However, the main reason for the increased cattle kill
so far in 2010 has been the increased supply of
young bulls. Over 39,000 head have been
slaughtered in NI since the start of the year,
compared to about 25,200 in the same period last
year - an increase of 55%. The bulk of this increase
has emanated from the dairy herd with more male
dairy calves registered and fewer exported to the
continent post-2007.

NI CATTLE AND SHEEP SLAUGHTERINGS FOR THE FOODCHAIN

Last 26 Weeks ast 52 Week

holidays N

26 weeks ended 26/06/10 52 weeks ended 26/06/10
| 2009 2010 % Change Jul 08 - Jun 09 Jul 09 - Jun 10
Yo lls

LMC offices will be
closed on the 12/13th
July.

CATTLE

80,231
70,367

+0%
+1%
+50%

+2%
+1%
+55%

173,285
135,476
68,262

81,484
71,130
39,098

172,773
134,177

25,228 45,475

There will be no Bulletin The other notable change is the increase in the (RIS Radute il 175826 191,712 +9% 352,425 377,023 +7%
in the week commencing recorded number of mature bulls in the slaughter 36,535 35379 3% 80,114 84,804 +6%
12 July. mix. [tis highly unlikely that this has been driven by  [¥IRIRREIIN 1,628 6,250 +284% 3,593 10,608 +195%
F:ulllng of preedmg bulls. Rather, there.h_as been an 278 100 64% 61 269 58%
increase in the recorded number of finished bulls

that have been retained beyond 24 months (the Total Cattle 214,267 233,441 +9% 436,773 472,704 +8%

official EU specification for young bulls is under 24 m
Comments: months). Considering that several of the major GB 210,169 154,104 27% 549,057 456,343 -17%
retailers specify an age-limit on young bulls of 16 33,112 28,293 -15% 66,189 65,156 29

bulletin@Imcni.com

months and others specify only steers / heifers
(Bulletin Issue 2097), these developments are a

Total Sheep 243,281 182,397 -25% 615,246 521,499
The above figures are provisional (source DARD).







| heifer prices. Prices in NI have been under pressure the end of June.

Finished Cattle Store Cattle Dropped Calves (£/head)
from to from to from to
Steers Store bullocks up to 400kg Continental bull calves
1st quality 150 167 1st quality 152 174
2nd quality 130 149 2nd quality 140 151 1st quality 225 335
Friesians 105 138 2nd quality 160 220
Store bullocks 400kg-500kg
Heifers 1st quality 155 172 Continental heifer calves
1st quality 149 177 2nd quality 140 154
2nd quality 128 148 1st quality 170 265
Store bullocks over 500kg 2nd quality 120 168
Beef Cows 1st quality 148 164
2nd quality 132 147 Friesian bull calves
1st quality 115 136
2nd quality 103 114 Store heifers up to 450kg 1st quality 80 140
1st quality 151 164 2nd quality 40 78
Dairy Cows 2nd quality 132 150
Holstein Bull Calves
1st quality 90 116 Store heifers over 450kg 20 92
2nd quality 70 89 1st quality 142 151
2nd quality 123 141

NI Lamb / Hogget Slaughterings (‘000 head per week)
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This week$ marts

UMBERS are starting rise through the sheep rings as
N more producers start to finish lambs. There were larger

sales in Swatragh, Crumlin, Kilrea and Gortin among
others. Mart prices were under pressure last week with a
stronger pound. However, with the euro regaining some of its
lost ground over the few days, the lamb trade steadied with
prices on Tuesday similar to last week. Stronger prices were
reported in Rathfriland, while a strong trade was reported in
Gortin on Monday night with reports that some factories were
active around the ring.

Lamb quotes remain at 320p/kg

AMB quotes from the factories have remained constant at
L320p/kg this week across all the plants with reports of an

increasing demand for lambs as retail outlets shift over from
New Zealand lamb to home produced lamb. Reported prices from
last week show that GB lamb prices have been slower to decline
than prices in NI, with producers continuing to receive over
360p/kg for lamb there last week. The importance of lambs having
farm quality assured status at point of slaughter is also coming to
the forefront with some buyers emphasising it as a increasingly
important requirement.

NI Average Weekly Sheep Price (p/kg CW)
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Sheep Prices

Last Week
30/06/10

320p

Lamb Quotes

This Week
07/06/10

320p

NI Liveweight
NI Deadweight

GB Deadweight

W/E

19/06/2010

354.8
364.9

387.7p

W/E W/E
26/06/2010 03/06/2010
314.1p 293.6p
329.3p 317.5p
369.7p 363.5p

| PAID PRICES (Average) P/Kg |

Wednesday

Thursday

Saturday

Monday

Tuesday

Ballymena
Newtownstewart
Downpatrick
Hilltown
Swatragh
Crumlin
Kilrea
Gortin
Saintfield
Lisahally

Rathfriland

No.
1089
497
185
492
752
1210
1020
1440
614
270
646

Spring Lambs
From
275
286
285
280
287
291
279
285
291
290

280

| SHEEP MART PRICES SEVEN DAYS ENDED 06/07/2010 |

To
318
301
310
319
328
322
322
340
315
320

352




