
AFORTNIGHT ago the Bulletin (Issue no. 2108)
reported on the outlook for global beef
production in 2010.  This week, the focus is on

consumer demand and according to GIRA, a leading
international food industry consultancy, global beef
and veal consumption is likely to remain subdued in
2010.  

Local producers are well aware that local demand
came under pressure during the recession, with
rising unemployment, reduced job security and
falling house prices all combining to undermine UK
consumer confidence.  This was a common theme in
the wider global economy and when it came to beef,
it appeared that the typical response of consumers
in the global marketplace was to trade down in terms
of beef cuts and meat types. 

The global recession arrived in earnest in the fourth
quarter of 2008.  Prior to this, global commodity
prices were booming and world beef prices had risen
steadily in the first three quarters of 2008 due to
strong demand, tight supply and high input costs.  In
the final quarter of 2008, beef prices went into
decline due to weaker import demand, with GIRA
citing the now familiar theme of consumers trading
down in terms of quality and volume. 

In 2009, GIRA estimated that total beef and veal
consumption fell sharply in the US (-1.3%), the EU
(-1.7%) and Russia (-5.9%).  In the US, per capita

consumption per annum was about 40kg in 2009,
(- 2% from ’08) as consumers shied away from beef
in restaurants and cut back on purchases or traded
down at retail level. 

In other parts of the world, however, beef demand
increased in 2009.  Argentinean consumption hit a
record high of 70kg per capita (+3.3% from ‘08) due
to high supply and stable retail prices.  In Brazil, beef
availability was also quite strong and per capita
consumption increased to 30kgs (+3.6% from ‘08).
This meant that overall consumption was up by 4.3
per cent in Argentina in 2009 while Brazilian
consumption increased by 5 per cent in 2009
compared to 2008.

The increased consumption between Brazil and
Argentina amounted to around 392,000 tonnes,
carcase weight equivalent (cwe).  Coupled with
estimated increases in consumption in China and
the Middle East, these developments were almost

enough to counter-balance declining consumption
elsewhere in the world.  The net impact of all of this
was a slight reduction in demand on the world stage,
with per capita demand down by about one per cent
and total consumption more or less unchanged. 

GIRA forecasts that beef demand will continue to be
under pressure in many parts of the world in 2010.
The figures suggest that total US demand will fall by
1.2% this year with EU demand forecast to fall by 1%.
The predictions are reflected in the forecasts for per
capita demand with consumers in the US expected
to cut back by 2% and in EU by 1.4%.  

Of all of the countries under analysis, the largest and
most significant reductions in consumption this year
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All reported prices and quotes based on the UK Dressing Spec.

THIS week the factories are quoting a base price of 268-
270p/kg for U3 steers and heifers.  This means that the
top quote for in-spec cattle is 278p/kg.  Several of the

plants increased their quotes to 270p/kg towards the end of
last week, and this was reflected in an improvement in
reported prices.  The average steer price was 0.5p/kg higher
than the previous week, however, the strongest price increases
were for heifers and young bulls. 

Last week the average heifer price increased by 1.4p/kg, with
the U3 price up by almost 3p/kg.  There were some very sharp
price swings for heifers grading at fat class two.  R2 grade
heifers attracted a price of 266.5p/kg, 9p/kg higher than the
previous week.  The O2 price was also significantly higher than
the previous week, up by 13p/kg, while the U2 price was down
by 7p/kg.  Only a small number of cattle killed out at these
grades, but given the swings in price paid for these grades in
the last few months, farmers who suspect that they have fat
class two animals would be advised to check prices before
taking cattle to the factory.  

Young bull prices increased strongly last week, with the
average price up by 4p/kg.  Cow prices fell by 2p/kg. 

Diary Dates

Comments:
bulletin@lmcni.com

Notes: 
(i) Prices are p/kg Sterling - ROI prices converted at 1 Euro=90.04p Stg. 
(ii)Shading indicates a reduction on price reported in the previous bulletin. 
Further explanatory notes on these tables are available on request. 

Cattle

NNII CClleeaann CCaattttllee SSllaauugghhtteerriinnggss ((‘‘000000 hheeaadd ppeerr  wweeeekk))

NNII AAvveerraaggee WWeeeekkllyy CClleeaann CCaattttllee PPrriiccee ((pp//kkgg CCWW))

2007/2008 prices adjusted to provide a like-for-like comparison with
prices calculated under the new UK Dressing Specification. 

CCaattttllee QQuuootteess
LLaasstt WWeeeekk
2244//0033//1100

TThhiiss WWeeeekk
3311//0033//1100

U3 266p - 268p
+ 8p bonus for in spec

268p - 270p
+ 8p bonus for in spec

R3 260p - 262p
+ 8p bonus for in spec

262p - 264p
+ 8p bonus for in spec

O+3 254p - 256p
+ 8p bonus for in spec

256p - 258p
+ 8p bonus for in spec

Cows 210 - 212p 205 - 214p

PPrriicceess ((SStteeeerrss aanndd hheeiiffeerrss ccoommbbiinneedd))
WW//EE 

1133//0033//1100
WW//EE 

2200//0033//1100
WW//EE 

2277//0033//1100
U3 271.4p 272.2p 273.5p
R3 266.8p 266.8p 269.3p

O+3 260.0p 262.0p 262.9p

THE MARKETS

The NI Cattle Prices Table has been amended to include more detail with prices for a
wider range of grades provided.  If you need further information on prices contact the
LMC Technical Department on 028 9263 3000.

NI CATTLE PRICES (W/E 27/03/2010)
Steers Heifers Young Bulls Cows

U2 270.7 269.1 266.5 -
U3 271.0 276.0 265.0 227.6
U4L 267.1 271.3 259.8 224.9
R2 264.8 266.5 257.6 197.8
R3 268.3 270.3 260.6 222.3
R4L 263.8 266.0 255.6 221.9
O+2 257.9 260.7 249.4 194.6
O+3 263.5 262.3 254.1 215.4
O+4L 259.3 257.3 249.3 214.8

O3 251.1 252.0 248.4 202.2
O4L 248.8 247.8 241.4 204.5
P+2 - - - 158.7
P+3 - - - 190.8

Average 262.4 264.9 256.7 190.4

UK & ROI CATTLE PRICES (W/E 20/03/2010)

Scotland 
Northern 
England

Midlands 
& Wales

Southern
England 

Northern 
Ireland

Rep of 
Ireland

Steers

U3 289.3 279.5 279.6 273.2 271.3 268.0
R3 284.7 276.7 269.5 266.0 266.0 257.4
R4 287.7 283.4 271.1 264.9 264.1 256.9
O3 273.1 269.3 257.1 251.8 255.4 241.3

Average 285.4 277.0 267.0 258.7 261.8 -

Heifers

U3 290.6 282.8 279.9 272.8 273.1 274.3
R3 284.9 275.7 269.0 264.3 267.6 264.6
R4 286.6 275.4 269.3 264.3 264.4 263.8
O3 272.7 262.9 256.8 247.6 257.9 248.1

Average 284.7 272.3 264.9 257.4 263.5 -

Young 
Bulls

U3 275.9 267.5 267.7 264.1 261.7 265.3
R3 274.4 260.7 261.1 261.2 255.5 258.4
O3 248.6 243.1 243.6 251.1 245.2 245.9

Average 255.6 251.5 250.9 252.1 252.7 -
Prime Cattle 

Price Reported 7,365 5,642 5,925 4,131 4,813 -

Cows

O3 199.2 210.9 207.7 190.4 204.7 213.6
O4 206.5 212.2 205.9 197.0 208.1 215.5
P2 142.2 178.5 171.5 165.6 161.5 187.6
P3 164.3 194.4 187.7 176.4 183.3 207.4

UU33 bbaassee qquuoottee:: 
226688--227700pp//kkgg

AAnnsswweerrpphhoonnee SSeerrvviiccee

FFaaccttoorryy QQuuootteess && 
MMaarrtt RReessuullttss 

UUppddaatteedd 55ppmm DDaaiillyy
NNeexxtt wweeeekk’’ss qquuootteess

aavvaaiillaabbllee eeaacchh FFrriiddaayy

TTeell::  002288 99226633 33001111

IN the third week of March, prices continued to ease back in
GB.  This decline has been ongoing for several weeks and some
sources in GB are suggesting that it has been caused stronger

than expected supply.  In the week ending 20 March, average
steer prices in Scotland were 1p/kg lower than the previous
week.  Similar reductions were registered for steer prices in
Northern and Midland England.  In comparison with Scottish
factories, NI plants were paying 18p/kg less for U3 steers in the

third week of March.  While the gap remains significant, it is
worth noting that the differential in the first week of December
was 30p/kg.  At that stage, the gap between U3 steer prices in
all of GB and NI was 21p/kg.  With prices falling throughout
Britain, the corresponding figure for the week ending 20 March
was 10p/kg.  

GB price differential narrows

FFQQAASS HHeellpplliinnee
If you have had a recent
inspection and need help and
advice to rectify any non-
conformances, contact Seamus
on the FQAS helpline:
002288 99226633 33002244

Reduced global consumption
forecast for 2010
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DDiidd yyoouu kknnooww??

RReedd mmeeaatt ffrroomm ggrraassss--ffeedd
aanniimmaallss iiss aann eexxcceelllleenntt

ssoouurrccee ooff OOmmeeggaa--33.. 

FFoorr mmoorree iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn 
lloogg oonn ttoo wwwwww..llmmccnnii..ccoomm

FFiigguurree 11.. BBeeeeff aanndd VVeeaall CCoonnssuummppttiioonn bbyy CCoouunnttrryy,, 22000088--22001100
Note:
MENA =
Middle
East / Nth
Africa

Source: GIRA

Continued on next page





PRICES remained reasonably firm in the marts this week, if
slightly back on last week.  In Saintfield there were 576
hoggets through the ring at a price of 369-408p/kg,

slightly lower than last week’s price of 385-423p/kg.  Hogget
prices were lower in Crumlin and Kilrea also.  As expected,
spring lambs remain thin on the ground in most marts.  Crumlin
had reported the greatest numbers and highest prices early in
the week with 101 head selling there for 530-595p/kg.  

LMC does not guarantee the accuracy
or completeness of any third party
information provided in or included
with this publication. LMC hereby
disclaims any responsibility for error,
omission or inaccuracy in the
information, misinterpretation or any
other loss, disappointment,
negligence or damage caused by
reliance on third party information.

NNoott ffoorr ffuurrtthheerr ppuubblliiccaattiioonn oorr
ddiissttrriibbuuttiioonn wwiitthhoouutt pprriioorr ppeerrmmiissssiioonn

ffrroomm  LLMMCC

CCoonnttaacctt uuss:: 

WWeebbssiittee:: wwwwww..llmmccnnii..ccoomm

TTeelleepphhoonnee:: 002288 99226633 33000000

FFaaxx:: 002288 99226633 33000011

FFQQAASS HHeellpplliinnee:: 002288 99226633 33002244

AAnnsswweerrpphhoonnee:: 002288 99226633 33001111

CCllaassssiiffiiccaattiioonn QQuueerriieess:: 002288 99226633 33001122

TThhiiss wweeeekk ’’ss mmaarrttss

TTeexxtt SSeerrvviiccee
FFrreeee PPrriiccee QQuuootteess sseenntt 
ttoo yyoouurr mmoobbiillee pphhoonnee 

ttwwiiccee wweeeekkllyy
EEmmaaiill -- bbuulllleettiinn@@llmmccnnii..ccoomm 

TTeell::  002288 99226633 33002200

Sheep Prices

THIS week, all but one of the factories are quoting 430p/kg for
hoggets with the other plant quoting 410p/kg.  Spring lambs
remain low with the factories killing a small number this

week.  Quotes are ranging from 510-530p/kg, with two plants
quoting 530p/kg and one other quoting 510p/kg.  With producers
having timed production for the Easter market, and stronger
prices encouraging more farmers to present sheep for slaughter,
last week’s kill was up by 17 per cent on the previous week. 

Sheep

NNII AAvveerraaggee WWeeeekkllyy SShheeeepp PPrriiccee ((pp//kkgg CCWW))

NNII HHooggggeett SSllaauugghhtteerriinnggss ((‘‘000000 hheeaadd ppeerr  wweeeekk))

BBeeeeff mmaarrttss ((££//110000kkgg  lliivveewweeiigghhtt)) ((SSeevveenn DDaayyss EEnnddiinngg 2299//0033//1100))
FFiinniisshheedd CCaattttllee SSttoorree CCaattttllee DDrrooppppeedd CCaallvveess ((££//hheeaadd))

ffrroomm ttoo ffrroomm ttoo ffrroomm ttoo
SStteeeerrss SSttoorree bbuulllloocckkss uupp ttoo 440000kkgg CCoonnttiinneennttaall bbuullll ccaallvveess
1st quality 150 178 1st quality 150 176
2nd quality 140 149 2nd quality 130 149 1st quality 242 322
Friesians 119 136 2nd quality 180 240

SSttoorree bbuulllloocckkss 440000kkgg--550000kkgg
HHeeiiffeerrss 1st quality 170 202 CCoonnttiinneennttaall hheeiiffeerr ccaallvveess
1st quality 147 177 2nd quality 140 169
2nd quality 135 146 1st quality 200 295

SSttoorree bbuulllloocckkss oovveerr 550000kkgg 2nd quality 150 198
BBeeeeff CCoowwss 1st quality 156 176

2nd quality 136 155 FFrriieessiiaann bbuullll ccaallvveess
1st quality 128 148
2nd quality 108 127 SSttoorree hheeiiffeerrss uupp ttoo 445500kkgg 1st quality 150 230

1st quality 160 210 2nd quality 100 148
DDaaiirryy CCoowwss 2nd quality 138 159

HHoollsstteeiinn BBuullll CCaallvveess
1st quality 90 113 SSttoorree hheeiiffeerrss oovveerr 445500kkgg 7 200
2nd quality 65 89 1st quality 145 202

2nd quality 128 144

PPAAIIDD PPRRIICCEESS ((AAvveerraaggee)) PP//KKgg 
WW//EE 

1133//0033//1100
WW//EE 

2200//0033//1100
WW//EE 

2277//0033//1100

NI Liveweight 366.6p 382.7p 392.6p

NI Deadweight 406.8p 424.3p 433.1p

GB Deadweight 410.8p 410.1p 413.2p

Sheep exports to ROI account for
36% of production in first quarter

THE MARKETS

FFaaccttoorryy qquuootteess rreemmaaiinn ffiirrmm

IN the first quarter of 2010, NI exported almost
53,000 sheep to ROI.  In comparison with the
same period last year, this figure is down by

9,000 head.  This decline in exports is a reflection
of the reduced availability of sheep in NI over the
last year.  However, it should be noted that this
decline masks an increase in the proportion of NI
sheep being exported to ROI over the same time
period. 

In the first quarter of last year, over 188,000 sheep
and lambs were either slaughtered in local meat
plants or exported to ROI for direct slaughter.
Exports to ROI accounted for 33 per cent of that
total.  In the first quarter of 2010, only 145,000 NI
sheep were presented for slaughter in either NI or
ROI.  However, the proportion of that total that was
exported to ROI was 36 per cent, three percentage
points higher than the equivalent figure in 2009.

Exports of sheep and lambs to GB for direct
slaughter continues to be an insignificant trade in
the first quarter, with only 250 shipped (all of them
in mid-February).  It appears that that the strong
trade in cull ewes to marts in GB continues to thrive

however.  Last year, this trade accounted for about
5,200 head in the first quarter.  Early indications
suggest that well in excess of that figure have been
sent to marts in GB in the first quarter of 2010. 

CATTLE imports from ROI for direct slaughter
have continued to run at high levels in 2010,
with over 9,300 head imported in the first

quarter, an increase of 1,800 head on the
corresponding figure for 2009.  This is an average
of 720 head per week and this increase is probably
a reflection of tightening domestic supply in NI. 

One feature of the trade in recent years has been
the growing number of finished cattle exported for
direct slaughter in GB.  In the first quarter of 2009,
this figure stood at 1,440 head.  This year, the
equivalent figure was 2,900 head, showing that the
trade has effectively doubled since last year.
However, the increase in the export trade to GB was
offset by a reduction in the number of cattle being
exported to ROI for direct slaughter.  In Q1, 2010,
only 475 head were exported to ROI for immediate
slaughter, compared to almost 2,600 head in the
first quarter of 2009.

FFiigguurree 11..  11sstt QQuuaarrtteerr EExxppoorrttss ooff SShheeeepp ttoo RROOII ffoorr
DDiirreecctt SSllaauugghhtteerr,, 22000066--22001100

FFiigguurree 22..  11sstt QQuuaarrtteerr IImmppoorrttss aanndd EExxppoorrttss ooff
CCaattttllee ffoorr DDiirreecctt SSllaauugghhtteerr,, 22000066--22001100
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LLaammbb QQuuootteess

LLaasstt WWeeeekk
2244//0033//1100

TThhiiss WWeeeekk
3311//0033//1100

Hoggets 420- 430p 410- 430p

Spring Lamb 500-530p 510-530p

are expected in China and Argentina.  GIRA predict that
in China, total beef and veal consumption will fall by
5.5% or 344,000 tonnes cwe, due to the decline in
domestic production and because a drop in the pig
meat price will see consumers return to pork.  In
Argentina, reduced availability and rising prices is
expected to cause a 7% decline in consumption 
(-200,000 tonnes). 

A strong increase in consumption is forecast for Brazil
in 2010 (+3.2% from ‘09), which emerged from the
recession largely unscathed.  Slight increases in
demand are also forecast for some other regions,
including the Middle East / North Africa, India and
Korea.  However, GIRA predicts that these increases
will not be sufficient to outweigh the declining
consumption predicted for China, the US, EU and
Argentina and world demand is therefore expected to
fall by more than 429,000 tonnes cwe in 2010.

Falling global demand is something that may concern
local producers.  However, it is worth reiterating that
GIRA have also forecast a decline in production of
709,000 tonnes cwe in 2010, and should these
predictions prove correct, the lower supply will more
than offset the reduced demand in 2010. 

On a final note, readers should bear in mind that these
figures are forecasts and based on a set of
assumptions about conditions in the global economy.
Any deviation from these assumptions would result in
changes to the forecast figures.  In this respect,
forecasts should always be used with caution.  In the
absence of any other information they do provide
some indication as to how the market may perform in
the future. 

Reduced global
consumption forecast for

2010

SSHHEEEEPP MMAARRTT PPRRIICCEESS SSEEVVEENN DDAAYYSS EENNDDEEDD 3300//0033//22001100

HHooggggeettss SSpprriinngg LLaammbb

NNoo.. FFrroomm TToo NNoo.. FFrroomm TToo

Wednesday Ballymena 1109 370 416 202 470 647

Newtownstewart 50 373 400 50 442 485

Markethill 900 360 418 15 490 525

Thursday Downpatrick 320 355 410 - - -

Swatragh - 363 397 - 478 500

Omagh 770 375 451 50 491 524

Monday Crumlin 760 370 412 101 530 595

Kilrea 470 380 402 50 480 514

Tuesday Saintfield 576 369 408 40 476 559

Source: DARD

Continued from previous page


