Diary dates

FQAS Liaison Officer - not sure
what you need for your
inspection?

Had an inspection and you'e not
sure how to deal with the action
points?

Linda will be at the following
marts next week:

Day Week Commencing
14/09/09
Monday Omagh
Wednesday Camlough
Friday Rathfriland

NI Red Meat Task Force
Update and Farm Walk
23 September 2009
at Greenmount Campus,
CAFRE and Abbey Farm
To register, email:
sdoran@Imcni.com

LMC Review 2009
To engage in the LMC
Review, log on to:
www.Imcreview2009.co.uk

Closes 17 September 2009

Comments:

bulletin@Imcni.com

LMC

Thursday September 10, 2009

BULLETIN

Issue No. 2081

meat plants slaughtered around 28,750 cattle, an

increase of six per cent in volume terms compared
to the same period in 2008. With no change to the
combined total kill of steers and heifers this year it
has been increases in the young bull and cow kill that
have driven this increase in throughput. For the year
to date, factory throughput has risen generally
compared to 2008. Clean cattle slaughterings have
increased by around three per cent while cow
throughput is up by 10 per cent.

I N the month of August 2009, Northern Ireland

These developments are positive for beef processors
where reduced calf births represent an ongoing risk
to the sector (Bulletin Issue No. 2079). However, the
chart below highlights the fact that although
throughput is up for the year to date, average carcase

Falling carcase weights reduce impact of
increased cattle throughput

weight (ACW) is down meaning that increases in beef
production have been more modest. The decline in
carcase weights has been most keenly exhibited in
cull cows where ACW is down by nine kilos in 2009,
probably driven by increased culling of under-
performing stock in the dairy herd.

The increase in the young bull kill is noteworthy.
Reported prices suggest that young bulls are not
being penalised to the same extent as in previous
years. This is perhaps encouraging more producers
to keep their animals intact to benefit from the lower

costs of production associated with bull beef.

From a general perspective, it is essential to look at
this increase in slaughterings in the context of an
ongoing decline in the availability of NI born cattle.
In recent years domestic calf births have declined
throughout NI. However NI processors have managed
to sustain throughput in 2009 despite the decline in
the number of domestic cattle available for slaughter.
This has principally been achieved through an

Continued on next page

Change in Throughput / Production
First 35 Weeks 2008 - 2009

m Head

m Tennags

[ 1o

NI CATTLE AND SHEEP SLAUGHTERINGS
August Year to Date
(4 weeks ended 29/08/09) (35 weeks ended 29/08/09) 15% 1
2008 2009 %Change Jan-Aug 08 Jan-Aug09 % Change

CATTLE - FOODCHAIN O
Steers 10,801 10,783 0% 108,202 105,403 -3% ?:o I~
Heifers 7,627 7,944 4% 86,599 89,278 +3% _E:“
'Young Bulls 2,304 2,914 26% 27,985 34,825 +24% o
Cows 6130 6765  10% 46,587 51,191 +10%| $ -5%
Mature Bulls 278 312 12% 2,141 2,469 +15% =
Calves 29 33 14% 569 345 -39% 8
Total Cattle 27,169 28,751 6% 272,083 283,511 +4% g_“.; 159 4
SHEEP
Lambs & Hoggets 53,916 53,086 -2% 348,646 319,406 -8% _ag
Ewes & Rams 6,862 5,425 -21% 54,285 45,392 -16%
Total Sheep 60,778 58,511 -4% 402,931 364,798 9%
[The above figures are provisional; any amendments will be incorporated in the cumulative data (source DARD).
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Beef marts (£/100kg liveweight) (Seven Days Ending 07,/09/09) Sheep Prices
Finished Cattle Store Cattle Dropped Calves (£/head)
from to from to from to Lamb Quotes
Steers Store bullocks up to 400kg Continental bull calves . .
1st quality 142 165  1st quality 140 186 This Week This Week
ond quality 128 149 2nd quality 120 142 1st quality 205 345 02/09/09 09/09/09
Friesians 100 123 2nd quality 120 200
290- 290-2
Store bullocks 400kg-500kg 90-300p 90-295p
Heifers 1st quality 148 186 Continental heifer calves
1st quality 138 164 2nd quality 115 149
2nd quality 110 143 1st quality 140 270 | PAID PRICES (Average) P/Kg |
Store bullocks over 500kg 2nd quality 75 178 W/E W/E W/E
Beef Cows 1st quality 146 172 22/08/09 29/08/09 05/09/09
2nd quality 125 149 Fresian bull calves
1st quality 100 148 NI Liveweight 265.70p 261.23p 253.17p
2nd quality 85 143 Store heifers up to 450kg 1st quality 40 138 NI Deadweight 299.02p 295.26p 293.21p
1st quality 140 168 2nd quality 10 78
Dairy Cows 2nd quality 115 139 (GB Deadweight 326.7p 326.2p 321.9p
Holstein Bull Calves
1st quality 88 113 Store heifers over 450kg 2 100 | SHEEP MART PRICES SEVEN DAYS ENDED 08/09/2009 |
2nd quality 40 98 1st quality 130 158 Lamb
2nd quality 110 129 ambos
No. From To
Wednesday Ballymena 1701 245 281
NI Sheep Slaughterings (‘000 head per week i i
P g gs ( P ) Deadwelght Iamb p"ces Newtownstewart 725 246 264
0 - - - .
£l A e HIS week the factories are quoting 290-295p/kg for lamb. Markethill 780 250 275
-] . This represents a slight reduction in prices at the top end
) with the factories quoting up to 300p/kg in the middle of Thursday Downpatrick 387 248 272
=7 ) last week. These quotes were reflected in the paid prices last )
. week with the factories paying an average of 293p/kg for lambs. Saturday Hilltown 1037 250 300
NI prices remain well behind prices in GB where the average Donemana 1699 238 255
price for lambs is 322p/kg.
Swatragh 900 250 276
I F M A M J J A 5 o M 0O NI Average Weekly Sheep Price (p/kg CW) Omagh PP, 265 087
420 - v 06 g
] Monday Crumlin 1105 255 290
This week$§ marts 3ED - ,
340 4 Kilrea 900 260 284
HIS week throughput at the rings is broadly similar to last 30D Gortin 1140 268 304
week. In trading on Monday prices were up slightly in B
Kilrea and Crumlin following a wobble towards the end of  #fin 4 - —_ Tuesday Saintfield 682 259 283
last week which saw prices in some marts fall slightly. In 2o S ‘_'? .
general demand from southern buyers in the marts was very - - Lisahally 890 272 310
strong during August with exports to ROl up by 50 per cent.  {RQ

The stronger euro may help to underpin this trade. D F M A M J J A s O N D Rathfriland 796 240 276




