
IN the month of August 2009, Northern Ireland
meat plants slaughtered around 28,750 cattle, an
increase of six per cent in volume terms compared

to the same period in 2008.  With no change to the
combined total kill of steers and heifers this year it
has been increases in the young bull and cow kill that
have driven this increase in throughput.  For the year
to date, factory throughput has risen generally
compared to 2008.  Clean cattle slaughterings have
increased by around three per cent while cow
throughput is up by 10 per cent.  

These developments are positive for beef processors
where reduced calf births represent an ongoing risk
to the sector (Bulletin Issue No. 2079).  However, the
chart below highlights the fact that although
throughput is up for the year to date, average carcase

weight (ACW) is down meaning that increases in beef
production have been more modest.  The decline in
carcase weights has been most keenly exhibited in
cull cows where ACW is down by nine kilos in 2009,
probably driven by increased culling of under-
performing stock in the dairy herd. 

The increase in the young bull kill is noteworthy.
Reported prices suggest that young bulls are not
being penalised to the same extent as in previous
years.  This is perhaps encouraging more producers
to keep their animals intact to benefit from the lower

costs of production associated with bull beef.  

From a general perspective, it is essential to look at
this increase in slaughterings in the context of an
ongoing decline in the availability of NI born cattle.
In recent years domestic calf births have declined
throughout NI.  However NI processors have managed
to sustain throughput in 2009 despite the decline in
the number of domestic cattle available for slaughter.
This has principally been achieved through an
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The beef trade appears to be fairly stable this week
with the factories continuing to quote 260-262p/kg
for U3 grade prime cattle.  The reported prices show

that U3 and R3 steer prices came under some pressure
last week with prices down by 1-2p/kg, however in
general, clean cattle prices remained steady.  

One factor that may be helping to underpin NI deadweight
prices is the improvement in GB beef demand in August,
(Bulletin Issue 2080).  If this improvement in demand
continues through the autumn it should help counteract
the impact of increased supply in the backend.  

Another factor which should underpin prices in the
current market is the euro / sterling exchange rate.  The
Euro has gradually appreciated in value since August and
is now worth 88p, compared to 85p in the first week of
August.  The net result of the rising value of the Euro is
that NI beef is now more competitive in comparison with
ROI beef in the eyes of GB buyers.  This will have the dual
impact of stimulating demand for NI beef while causing
reduced demand for ROI beef. With NI beef also
becoming more competitive in the EuroZone this should
provide some upward pressure on NI cattle prices.  

IN the last week of August cattle prices in NI remained lower
than in GB and higher than prices in ROI.  Scottish prices are
the best in GB with the U3 steer price 296.5p/kg.  This is over

34p/kg better than the NI price.  While English prices are lower,
the differential between U3 grade steers in Northern England
and Northern Ireland is about 27p/kg.  With these prices
available in GB, NI producers will be incentivised to export cattle
to plants across the water rather than kill them locally, although
this week’s SCoFCAH approval of Scotland as a TB free region is

likely to interfere with this trade. 
While prices were generally lower in ROI than NI in the last week
of August, young bull prices remained strong.  U3 bull beef in ROI
continues to attract a significant premium over steers and
heifers, whereas in NI the young bull prices is the same as steers
and heifers.  In contrast, GB plants (with the exception of plants
in Southern England) continue to impose a discount of around
10p/kg on bull beef. 

RoI and GB price comparisons

Diary dates

Comments:
bulletin@lmcni.com

FFQQAASS LLiiaaiissoonn OOffffiicceerr – not sure
what you need for your
inspection?

Had an inspection and you’re not
sure how to deal with the action
points?

Linda will be at the following
marts next week:

DDaayy WWeeeekk CCoommmmeenncciinngg
1144//0099//0099

Monday Omagh

Wednesday Camlough

Friday Rathfriland

NNootteess 
(i) Prices are p/kg Sterling;ROI prices converted at 1 Euro=  87.58p Stg. 
(ii) ROI prices are exclusive of 5.2% VAT. 
(iii) “4” includes 4L/4H; “O” includes O+/O/O-. “U” includes U+/U/U-:“P” includes
P+/P/P-
(iv) Prices are the total price paid inclusive of bonuses and top-ups.  
(v) Sources: AHDB, LMC & Irish Dept of Agriculture.
(vi) Approximately 79% of NI and 60% of GB prime cattle are price reported.  
(vii) The average price displayed is the average price across all grades of cattle.
(viii) Shaded areas indicate a reduction on the price reported in the previous Bulletin.
For ROI, the shading applies to the original price quoted in Euros.
(ix) All prices are based on the UK Dressing Specification. ROI prices have
been converted using the appropriate coefficients. 

Cattle
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NNII RReedd MMeeaatt TTaasskk FFoorrccee 
UUppddaattee aanndd FFaarrmm WWaallkk
2233 SSeepptteemmbbeerr 22000099

aatt GGrreeeennmmoouunntt CCaammppuuss,,
CCAAFFRREE aanndd AAbbbbeeyy FFaarrmm

TToo rreeggiisstteerr,, eemmaaiill::
ssddoorraann@@llmmccnnii..ccoomm

Falling carcase weights reduce impact of
increased cattle throughput

UK & ROI CATTLE PRICES (W/E 29/08/2009)

Scotland 
Northern 
England

Midlands 
& Wales

Southern
England 

Northern 
Ireland

Rep of 
Ireland

Steers

U3 296.5 289.4 288.2 285.6 262.0 253.8
R3 292.6 283.7 279.2 278.6 257.9 248.3
R4 295.1 289.0 280.4 278.0 254.0 248.6
O3 283.1 280.9 268.1 267.1 246.9 237.5

Average 292.5 284.2 276.6 271.7 253.9 -

Heifers

U3 296.8 288.2 289.7 286.0 261.7 264.2
R3 290.3 291.7 278.2 276.8 257.8 255.4
R4 292.7 282.2 278.9 276.8 253.3 255.3
O3 274.1 281.8 262.9 266.6 247.8 241.4

Average 289.4 281.8 273.5 270.9 253.2 -

Young 
Bulls

U3 286.7 275.9 280.9 285.8 262.1 276.9
R3 280.5 273.8 275.9 278.7 255.6 269.4
O3 262.9 256.3 262.0 261.6 245.7 233.5

Average 276.5 267.4 273.7 267.3 252.7 -
Prime Cattle 

Price Reported 6,332 4,960 4,240 3,915 4,700 -

Cows

O3 212.8 219.9 218.9 208.2 207.0 201.2
O4 214.1 221.2 218.0 214.4 210.4 202.5
P2 161.6 172.1 176.0 178.8 168.1 174.0
P3 184.8 199.6 196.1 192.1 191.4 195.8

Stronger euro helping to
underpin prices

2007/2008 prices adjusted to provide a like-for-like comparison with prices
calculated under the new UK Dressing Specification. 

CCaattttllee QQuuootteess
TThhiiss WWeeeekk
0022//0099//0099

TThhiiss WWeeeekk
0099//0099//0099

U3 260-262p 260-262p
R3 254-256p 254-256p

O+3 248-250p 248-250p
Cows 205-214p 205-212p

PPrriicceess ((SStteeeerrss aanndd hheeiiffeerrss ccoommbbiinneedd))

WW//EE 
2222//0088//0099

WW//EE 
2299//0088//0099

WW//EE 
0055//0099//0099

U3 263.5p 261.9p 262.3p

R3 257.7p 257.9p 256.6p

O+3 248.2p 247.4p 247.8p

LLMMCC RReevviieeww 22000099
TToo eennggaaggee iinn tthhee LLMMCC

RReevviieeww,, lloogg oonn ttoo::
wwwwww..llmmccrreevviieeww22000099..ccoo..uukk

CClloosseess 1177 SSeepptteemmbbeerr 22000099

CChhaannggee iinn TThhrroouugghhppuutt // PPrroodduuccttiioonn
FFiirrsstt 3355 WWeeeekkss 22000088 -- 22000099
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NNII CCAATTTTLLEE AANNDD SSHHEEEEPP SSLLAAUUGGHHTTEERRIINNGGSS
AAuugguusstt YYeeaarr ttoo DDaattee

((44 wweeeekkss eennddeedd 2299//0088//0099)) ((3355 wweeeekkss eennddeedd 2299//0088//0099))
22000088 22000099 %% CChhaannggee JJaann--AAuugg 0088 JJaann--AAuugg 0099 %% CChhaannggee

CCAATTTTLLEE -- FFOOOODDCCHHAAIINN
Steers 10,801 10,783 0% 108,202 105,403 -3%
Heifers 7,627 7,944 4% 86,599 89,278 +3%
Young Bulls 2,304 2,914 26% 27,985 34,825 +24%
Cows 6,130 6,765 10% 46,587 51,191 +10%
Mature Bulls 278 312 12% 2,141 2,469 +15%
Calves 29 33 14% 569 345 -39%
TToottaall CCaattttllee 2277,,116699 2288,,775511 66%% 227722,,008833 228833,,551111 ++44%%

SSHHEEEEPP
Lambs & Hoggets 53,916 53,086 -2% 348,646 319,406 -8%
Ewes & Rams 6,862 5,425 -21% 54,285 45,392 -16%
TToottaall SShheeeepp 6600,,777788 5588,,551111 --44%% 440022,,993311 336644,,779988 --99%%
The above figures are provisional; any amendments will be incorporated in the cumulative data (source DARD).

Continued on next page

NI CATTLE PRICES (W/E 05/09/2009)
Steers Heifers Young Bulls Cows

U3 261.2 263.4 262.8 -
U4 256.6 258.5 - -
R3 256.1 257.0 254.3 -
R4 253.0 253.3 - -
O3 247.1 248.5 244.8 202.8
O4 247.4 247.2 - 209.3
P2 - - - 164.4
P3 - - - 189.6

Average 254.0 253.7 255.4 188.1
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LMC does not guarantee the accuracy
or completeness of any third party
information provided in or included
with this publication. LMC hereby
disclaims any responsibility for error,
omission or inaccuracy in the
information, misinterpretation or any
other loss, disappointment,
negligence or damage caused by
reliance on third party information

NNoott ffoorr ffuurrtthheerr ppuubblliiccaattiioonn oorr
ddiissttrriibbuuttiioonn wwiitthhoouutt pprriioorr ppeerrmmiissssiioonn

ffrroomm LLMMCC

CCoonnttaacctt uuss:: 

WWeebbssiittee:: wwwwww..llmmccnnii..ccoomm

TTeelleepphhoonnee:: 002288 99226633 33000000

FFaaxx:: 002288 99226633 33000011

FFQQAASS HHeellpplliinnee:: 002288 99226633 33002244

AAnnsswweerrpphhoonnee:: 002288 99226633 33001111

CCllaassssiiffiiccaattiioonn QQuueerriieess:: 002288 99226633 33001122

THIS week throughput at the rings is broadly similar to last
week.  In trading on Monday prices were up slightly in
Kilrea and Crumlin following a wobble towards the end of

last week which saw prices in some marts fall slightly.  In
general demand from southern buyers in the marts was very
strong during August with exports to ROI up by 50 per cent.
The stronger euro may help to underpin this trade. 

TThhiiss wweeeekk ’’ss mmaarrttss

TTeexxtt SSeerrvviiccee
FFrreeee PPrriiccee QQuuootteess sseenntt 
ttoo yyoouurr mmoobbiillee pphhoonnee 

eeaacchh wweeeekk 
EEmmaaiill -- bbuulllleettiinn@@llmmccnnii..ccoomm 

TTeell::  002288 99226633 33002200

Sheep Prices

THIS week the factories are quoting 290-295p/kg for lamb.
This represents a slight reduction in prices at the top end
with the factories quoting up to 300p/kg in the middle of

last week.  These quotes were reflected in the paid prices last
week with the factories paying an average of 293p/kg for lambs.
NI prices remain well behind prices in GB where the average
price for lambs is 322p/kg. 

Sheep

NNII AAvveerraaggee WWeeeekkllyy SShheeeepp PPrriiccee ((pp//kkgg CCWW))

NNII SShheeeepp SSllaauugghhtteerriinnggss ((‘‘000000 hheeaadd ppeerr  wweeeekk))

RReeggiisstteerr NNooww!!
Red Meat Task Force Conference & Farm Walk

BBeeeeff mmaarrttss ((££//110000kkgg  lliivveewweeiigghhtt)) ((SSeevveenn DDaayyss EEnnddiinngg 0077//0099//0099))
FFiinniisshheedd CCaattttllee SSttoorree CCaattttllee DDrrooppppeedd CCaallvveess ((££//hheeaadd))

ffrroomm ttoo ffrroomm ttoo ffrroomm ttoo
SStteeeerrss SSttoorree bbuulllloocckkss uupp ttoo 440000kkgg CCoonnttiinneennttaall bbuullll ccaallvveess
1st quality 142 165 1st quality 140 186
2nd quality 128 149 2nd quality 120 142 1st quality 205 345
Friesians 100 123 2nd quality 120 200

SSttoorree bbuulllloocckkss 440000kkgg--550000kkgg
HHeeiiffeerrss 1st quality 148 186 CCoonnttiinneennttaall hheeiiffeerr ccaallvveess
1st quality 138 164 2nd quality 115 149
2nd quality 110 143 1st quality 140 270

SSttoorree bbuulllloocckkss oovveerr 550000kkgg 2nd quality 75 178
BBeeeeff CCoowwss 1st quality 146 172

2nd quality 125 149 FFrreessiiaann bbuullll ccaallvveess
1st quality 100 148
2nd quality 85 143 SSttoorree hheeiiffeerrss uupp ttoo 445500kkgg 1st quality 40 138

1st quality 140 168 2nd quality 10 78
DDaaiirryy CCoowwss 2nd quality 115 139

HHoollsstteeiinn BBuullll CCaallvveess
1st quality 88 113 SSttoorree hheeiiffeerrss oovveerr 445500kkgg 2 100
2nd quality 40 98 1st quality 130 158

2nd quality 110 129

LLaammbb QQuuootteess

TThhiiss WWeeeekk
0022//0099//0099

TThhiiss WWeeeekk
0099//0099//0099

Lamb 290-300p 290-295p

PPAAIIDD PPRRIICCEESS ((AAvveerraaggee)) PP//KKgg 

WW//EE 
2222//0088//0099

WW//EE 
2299//0088//0099

WW//EE 
0055//0099//0099

NI Liveweight 265.70p 261.23p 253.17p

NI Deadweight 299.02p 295.26p 293.21p

GB Deadweight 326.7p 326.2p 321.9p

increase of 11,000 head in the number of cattle
imported for direct slaughter from ROI for the year to
date, compared to last year.  However, in the long run,
NI processors will not be able to depend on ROI
imports to sustain current levels of throughput as
numbers are falling there also.  Therefore this
increase in slaughter numbers in 2009 is likely to be
a short-term phenomenon. 

While cattle throughput in NI is holding up well, the
same cannot be said of sheep production.  The sheep
kill this August was nine per cent lower than in August
2008.  This is typical of the trend for the year to date
with the lamb kill down by eight per cent compared to
last year and the ewe/ram kill down by 16 per cent.
Although reduced production of domestic sheep has
been a central factor in leading to reduced slaughter
numbers, changes in the sheep trade with ROI and
GB have exacerbated the decline in  factory
throughput.  In 2009 to date, there has been a sharp
increase in the live export trade to ROI while there
has been a total voluntary halt on plants importing
sheep from GB.  

While sheep throughput is down in 2009, sheep
carcase weights have risen.  From the factories’
perspective, this may have helped soften the impact
of falling numbers, although it may also mean that
more lambs were slaughtered outside the retailer
specification.   Ultimately it is producers who have
benefited from reduced sheep availability.  With
numbers falling locally and internationally, reduced
supply was the key driver of the better lamb prices
enjoyed by farmers in early 2009.   

Falling carcase weights
reduce impact of increased

cattle throughput

DDeeaaddwweeiigghhtt llaammbb pprriicceess

Aconference and Farm Walk
organised by the NI Red Meat
Industry Task Force plans to

give farmers a look towards the
future for the industry.
In addition to an update on a
number of production and
processing initiatives which have
been developed by the Task Force
since it’s inception in 2006, a
speaker from the European
Commission will address the issue
of the future of the Single Farm
Payment beyond 2013.  
Mr Pat O’Rourke, Chairman, NI Red
Meat Industry Task Force,
comments: “The Task Force was
established in 2006 to determine
how a profitable and sustainable
industry could be achieved in the
new market-driven environment.

The issue of preparing the industry
for the end of Single Farm Payment
beyond 2013 was a primary
concern for the Task Force.  We are
delighted to have the opportunity
to bring Mr Jose Diogo Santiago
from the European Commission’s
Agriculture and Rural Development
Directorate to update us on current
thinking regarding the future of
single farm payments.”
Following the conference which will
take place on 23rd September
2009 at Greenmount College,
delegates will be given a tour of
Abbey Farm at Greenmount where
they will witness many of the
initiatives in action.
“Much work has already been
done with innovative initiatives and
protocols established.  The aim of

the conference and Farm Walk is
to give farmers and processors the
opportunity to look towards the
future and to see some of the
initiatives in action,” adds Mr
O’Rourke.  “The Farm Walk is an
excellent example of the
Grass/Clover Monitor Farm project
in operation and we are confident
that delegates will find the walk
very interesting and informative.”
The Conference and Farm Walk will
take place on Wednesday 23rd
September 2009 at Greenmount
College, CAFRE, commencing at
10.30am. For more details of the
agenda, log on to
www.niredmeattaskforce.co.uk.
The conference is free to attend
but numbers are limited and
places will be allocated on a first
come first serve basis. Pre-
registration is essential to
guarantee admission.  TToo
ppaarrttiicciippaattee iinn tthhee ccoonnffeerreennccee aanndd
ffaarrmm wwaallkk,, pplleeaassee eemmaaiill
ssddoorraann@@llmmccnnii..ccoomm oorr tteelleepphhoonnee
JJiillll PPaarrkkeess oonn 002288 99226633 33000000..
Closing date for registration is
Wednesday 16th September.

NNII RREEDD MMEEAATT TTAASSKK FFOORRCCEE IINN AACCTTIIOONN
2233 SSeepptteemmbbeerr 22000099

10.30 Registration

11.45
Review of Task Force Activities and 
Scene Setting Mr Pat O'Rourke

11.00 CAP Beyond 2013 Mr Jose Diogo Santiago 
Albuquerque

Industry Development for the Future
11.30 Suckler Beef Production Dr Mike Tempest
11.40 Production Initiatives Mr Sam Kennedy
11.50 BOVIS Mr Alistair Carson
12.00 Processing Initiatives Mr Campbell Tweedie
12.10 Investment in the Future Mr Peter McArdle
12.20 Questions & Answers
13.00 Lunch
14.00 Abbey Farm Walk
16.00 Close

Continued from previous page

SSHHEEEEPP MMAARRTT PPRRIICCEESS SSEEVVEENN DDAAYYSS EENNDDEEDD 0088//0099//22000099

LLaammbbss

NNoo.. FFrroomm TToo

Wednesday Ballymena 1701 245 281

Newtownstewart 725 246 264

Markethill 780 250 275

Thursday Downpatrick 387 248 272

Saturday Hilltown 1037 250 300

Donemana 1699 238 255

Swatragh 900 250 276

Omagh 1933 265 287

Monday Crumlin 1105 255 290

Kilrea 900 260 284

Gortin 1140 268 304

Tuesday Saintfield 682 259 283

Lisahally 890 272 310

Rathfriland 796 240 276


