
SLAUGHTER figures for May 2010, show that
cattle throughput for the month was almost the
same as in May 2009.  However, while there

has been no change in overall slaughter numbers,
there have been some substantial changes in the
throughput of the different categories.    

This May, the prime cattle kill was around 240 head
higher than it was in May last year.  With 28,000
prime cattle slaughtered last May, this represents a
very small change (less than 1%).  However, what
concerns some meat plants is that within this figure,
the proportion of steers and heifers has fallen
whereas the proportion of young bulls has increased

substantially.  The prime kill increased despite a fall
of 560 in the number of steers and of 370 in the
number of heifers compared to last May.   The young
bull kill, on the other hand, increased by 1,170 head,
mainly as a result of increased availability of dairy-
sired bulls.  This means that young bulls now account
for 20 per cent of the prime cattle kill compared to 16
per cent last year.     

The combined cow and mature bull kill is slightly
lower than last year, despite the bull kill being around
1,070 head higher this May, a reflection of the
tendency among some producers to retain bulls until
they are over 24 months of age (the official EU
category for young bulls is under 24 months).  The
cow kill is 1,360 head lower than last year, driven by
a reduction in the number of cows sourced from the
dairy herd.  

Reduced sheep slaughterings 
Sheep slaughterings are down by 10% this May
compared to last May.  While this represents a
significant reduction, the decline in May is actually
smaller than the average decline for the year to date.
With producers required to EID tag any sheep moved
off farm after 1st June, some producers may have
been prompted to slaughter stock before this
deadline.  This may have led to producers bringing
sheep forward for slaughter at an earlier date,
causing the slaughter figures for May to deviate from
the annual trend.   With processors anticipating some
shortages in supply in the first week of June and the
euro falling in value, there was also a significant
increase in imports in the last week of May 2010,
with 1,290 sheep imported from ROI for direct
slaughter.  This may have also helped to offset some
of the general decline in sheep slaughterings which
has been caused by the structural decline in the
sheep flock.  
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All reported prices and quotes based on the UK Dressing Spec.

THIS week the factories are continuing to quote a base
price of 260-264p/kg for U3 steers and heifers.  However,
it is notable that there has been some movement within

that range.  One of the factories has raised its base quote from
262p/kg which it was quoting earlier in the week to 264p/kg
for both steers and heifers.  Several plants are continuing to
quote 260p/kg however, although it is questionable whether
this is sustainable with other plants offering an additional
4p/kg.  

The latest reported prices show that prices were generally firm
in NI last week.  Average steer prices were up by 1.6p/kg
compared to the previous week, while young bull prices
increased by 1p/kg on average.  Average heifer prices fell by
around 1p/kg however, with the U3 heifer price also reduced
by about 1p/kg.  

Cow prices increased on average last week by 2p/kg.  The
O+4L price increased by 7p/kg on the previous week, while
the O+2 cow price increased by a substantial 17p/kg.  This
week however, some of the plants have reduced their cow
quotes from 220p/kg to 216p/kg. 

Information

Comments:
bulletin@lmcni.com

Notes: 
(i) Prices are p/kg Sterling - ROI prices converted at 1 Euro=83.6p Stg. 
(ii)Shading indicates a reduction on price reported in the previous bulletin. 
Further explanatory notes on these tables are available on request. 

Cattle

NNII CClleeaann CCaattttllee SSllaauugghhtteerriinnggss ((‘‘000000 hheeaadd ppeerr  wweeeekk))

NNII AAvveerraaggee WWeeeekkllyy CClleeaann CCaattttllee PPrriiccee ((pp//kkgg CCWW))

2007/2008 prices adjusted to provide a like-for-like comparison with
prices calculated under the new UK Dressing Specification. 

CCaattttllee QQuuootteess
LLaasstt WWeeeekk
0022//0066//1100

TThhiiss WWeeeekk
0099//0066//1100

U3 260 - 264p  
+ 8p bonus for in spec

260 - 264p  
+ 8p bonus for in spec

R3 254 - 258p
+ 8p bonus for in spec

254 - 258p
+ 8p bonus for in spec

O+3 248 - 252p
+ 8p bonus for in spec

248 - 252p
+ 8p bonus for in spec

Cows 205 - 220p 205 - 216p

PPrriicceess ((SStteeeerrss aanndd hheeiiffeerrss ccoommbbiinneedd))
WW//EE 

2222//0055//1100
WW//EE 

2299//0055//1100
WW//EE 

0055//0066//1100
U3 266.6p 267.3p 267.1p
R3 263.9p 263.7p 262.9p

O+3 258.5p 256.0p 257.2p

THE MARKETS

The NI Cattle Prices Table has been amended to include more detail with prices for a
wider range of grades provided.  If you need further information on prices contact the
LMC Technical Department on 028 9263 3000.

UK & ROI CATTLE PRICES (W/E 05/06/2010)

Scotland 
Northern 
England

Midlands 
& Wales

Southern
England 

Northern 
Ireland

Rep of 
Ireland

Steers

U3 277.9 271.4 270.0 262.6 266.0 260.9
R3 275.4 266.8 260.6 255.7 262.3 251.7
R4 277.3 273.5 262.1 255.9 260.1 251.4
O3 261.3 254.4 245.2 243.5 253.8 237.8

Average 274.9 267.2 258.2 249.7 259.1 -

Heifers

U3 282.4 275.5 267.1 264.3 268.1 267.8
R3 274.9 267.7 258.1 254.1 263.6 257.1
R4 276.8 267.0 259.6 254.3 257.2 256.5
O3 258.6 257.7 246.1 242.1 251.1 241.3

Average 274.0 264.0 255.8 249.7 257.8 -

Young 
Bulls

U3 266.9 258.1 260.2 261.7 260.6 260.3
R3 260.1 249.9 251.3 255.3 252.7 253.7
O3 237.5 234.9 235.5 243.5 242.5 242.1

Average 255.0 242.7 242.7 247.3 250.5 -
Prime Cattle 

Price Reported 7,101 5,559 5,514 3,482 5,652 -

Cows

O3 213.5 211.8 202.9 193.9 211.5 221.3
O4 214.4 212.4 209.2 190.8 217.5 222.3
P2 165.5 178.1 167.5 155.2 165.5 198.9
P3 171.7 192.5 186.4 171.9 191.7 216.6

UU33 CCaattttllee QQuuoottee:: 
226600 -- 226644pp//kkgg

AAnnsswweerrpphhoonnee SSeerrvviiccee
FFaaccttoorryy QQuuootteess && 

MMaarrtt RReessuullttss 
UUppddaatteedd 55ppmm DDaaiillyy

NNeexxtt wweeeekk’’ss qquuootteess
aavvaaiillaabbllee eeaacchh FFrriiddaayy

TTeell::  002288 99226633 33001111

LAST week the average weekly value of the Euro fell sharply
from 85.3p the previous week, to 83.6p.  At the end of last
week it was worth 82.7p.  This has had a positive impact on

ROI prices which, increased in euro terms.  U3 steers were up by
almost 2.5c to 310c/kg, while R4 steers were up by a similar
margin.  With sterling rising in value over the week concerned,
the sterling price of ROI beef actually fell with the U3 and R3
steer price down by around 3p/kg.  

Prices in GB continue to come under pressure.  Average steer
and heifer prices were down by around 1.5p/kg in Scotland while
young bull prices fell by 4p/kg on average.  There was also a
significant decline in steer and heifer prices across England.  In
Northern England for example, the R3 steer price fell by 4.5p/kg
compared to the previous week’s price.

ROI & GB Price Comparisons

FFQQAASS HHeellpplliinnee
If you have had a recent
inspection and need help and
advice to rectify any non-
conformances, contact Seamus
on the FQAS helpline:
002288 99226633 33002244

Total cattle throughput unchanged in
May 2010 compared to May 2009

DDiidd yyoouu kknnooww??

BBeeeeff aanndd LLaammbb ccoonnttaaiinn
ccoonnjjuuggaatteedd lliinnoolleeiicc aacciidd
((CCLLAA)) wwhhiicchh hhaass bbeeeenn

lliinnkkeedd wwiitthh aa lloowweerr rriisskk
ooff ddeevveellooppiinngg ccaanncceerr!!

FFoorr mmoorree iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn 
lloogg oonn ttoo wwwwww..llmmccnnii..ccoomm

NI CATTLE PRICES (W/E 05/06/2010)
Steers Heifers Young Bulls Cows

U2 263.5 264.1 259.0 -
U3 266.0 268.1 260.6 227.5
U4L 262.2 260.3 255.0 231.4
R2 259.8 256.9 252.0 225.9
R3 262.2 263.6 252.7 226.7
R4L 260.0 258.0 251.0 226.0
O+2 252.1 246.2 247.6 206.6
O+3 259.9 254.4 248.1 220.9
O+4L 255.7 250.1 246.9 224.3
O4L 256.1 238.6 210.8
P+2 - - - 164.0
P+3 - - - 194.8

Average 259.1 257.8 250.5 203.6

NNII CCAATTTTLLEE AANNDD SSHHEEEEPP SSLLAAUUGGHHTTEERRIINNGGSS FFOORR TTHHEE FFOOOODDCCHHAAIINN
May Year to Date

(4 weeks ended 29/05/10) (52 weeks ended 29/05/10)

2009 2010 % Change June 08 -
May 09

June 09 - 
May 10 % Change

CCAATTTTLLEE
Steers 12,780 12,216 -4% 174,268 172,941 -1%
Heifers 10,701 10,332 -3% 134,481 134,312 0%
Young Bulls 4,523 5,694 +26% 44,604 64,530 +45%
TToottaall PPrriimmee CCaattttllee 2288,,000044 2288,,224422 ++11%% 335533,,335533 337711,,778833 ++55%%
Cows 6,163 4,799 -22% 80,387 85,304 +6%
Mature Bulls 356 1,425 +300% 3,560 9,595 170%
Calves 90 6 -93% 748 303 -59%
TToottaall CCaattttllee 3344,,661133 3344,,447722 00%% 443388,,004488 446666,,998855 ++77%%
SSHHEEEEPP
Lambs & Hoggets 30,391 27,035 -11% 563,917 462,117 -18%
Ewes & Rams 5,249 4,936 -6% 65,254 67,206 +3%
TToottaall SShheeeepp 3355,,664400 3311,,997711 --1100%% 662299,,117711 552299,,332233 --1166%%

The above figures are provisional; any amendments will be incorporated in the cumulative data (source DARD).





THE reduced supply around the marts last week, as the
industry adjusted to EID tagging requirements, had an
impact on the southern trade with only 840 head

exported to ROI.  This compared to around 3,400 in each of the
last two weeks in May.  However, with reports of more
producers receiving EID tags, the number through the rings
has started to pick up.  Despite the weaker euro, prices have
remained reasonably firm in the marts. The trade in Crumlin,
Kilrea and Rathfriland was generally improved on last week. 

LMC does not guarantee the accuracy
or completeness of any third party
information provided in or included
with this publication. LMC hereby
disclaims any responsibility for error,
omission or inaccuracy in the
information, misinterpretation or any
other loss, disappointment,
negligence or damage caused by
reliance on third party information.

NNoott ffoorr ffuurrtthheerr ppuubblliiccaattiioonn oorr
ddiissttrriibbuuttiioonn wwiitthhoouutt pprriioorr ppeerrmmiissssiioonn

ffrroomm  LLMMCC

CCoonnttaacctt uuss:: 

WWeebbssiittee:: wwwwww..llmmccnnii..ccoomm

TTeelleepphhoonnee:: 002288 99226633 33000000

FFaaxx:: 002288 99226633 33000011

FFQQAASS HHeellpplliinnee:: 002288 99226633 33002244

AAnnsswweerrpphhoonnee:: 002288 99226633 33001111

CCllaassssiiffiiccaattiioonn QQuueerriieess:: 002288 99226633 33001122

TThhiiss wweeeekk ’’ss mmaarrttss

TTeexxtt SSeerrvviiccee
FFrreeee PPrriiccee QQuuootteess sseenntt 
ttoo yyoouurr mmoobbiillee pphhoonnee 

ttwwiiccee wweeeekkllyy
EEmmaaiill -- bbuulllleettiinn@@llmmccnnii..ccoomm 

TTeell::  002288 99226633 33002200

Sheep Prices

Sheep

NNII AAvveerraaggee WWeeeekkllyy SShheeeepp PPrriiccee ((pp//kkgg CCWW))

NNII LLaammbb // HHooggggeett SSllaauugghhtteerriinnggss ((‘‘000000 hheeaadd ppeerr  wweeeekk))

BBeeeeff mmaarrttss ((££//110000kkgg  lliivveewweeiigghhtt)) ((SSeevveenn DDaayyss EEnnddiinngg 0077//0066//1100))
FFiinniisshheedd CCaattttllee SSttoorree CCaattttllee DDrrooppppeedd CCaallvveess ((££//hheeaadd))

ffrroomm ttoo ffrroomm ttoo ffrroomm ttoo
SStteeeerrss SSttoorree bbuulllloocckkss uupp ttoo 440000kkgg CCoonnttiinneennttaall bbuullll ccaallvveess
1st quality 148 170 1st quality 185 225
2nd quality 125 140 2nd quality 155 178 1st quality 225 410
Friesians 0 0 2nd quality 145 200

SSttoorree bbuulllloocckkss 440000kkgg--550000kkgg
HHeeiiffeerrss 1st quality 175 196 CCoonnttiinneennttaall hheeiiffeerr ccaallvveess
1st quality 150 165 2nd quality 148 171
2nd quality 132 148 1st quality 140 255

SSttoorree bbuulllloocckkss oovveerr 550000kkgg 2nd quality 75 125
BBeeeeff CCoowwss 1st quality 178 192

2nd quality 150 175 FFrriieessiiaann bbuullll ccaallvveess
1st quality 115 144
2nd quality 95 110 SSttoorree hheeiiffeerrss uupp ttoo 445500kkgg 1st quality 65 125

1st quality 160 192 2nd quality 35 55
DDaaiirryy CCoowwss 2nd quality 138 155

HHoollsstteeiinn BBuullll CCaallvveess
1st quality 90 112 SSttoorree hheeiiffeerrss oovveerr 445500kkgg 5 10
2nd quality 50 88 1st quality 158 182

2nd quality 135 152

PPAAIIDD PPRRIICCEESS ((AAvveerraaggee)) PP//KKgg 

WW//EE
2222//0055//22001100

WW//EE
2299//0055//22001100

WW//EE
0055//0066//22001100

NI Liveweight 409.4p 377.5p 385.1p

NI Deadweight 459.0p 420.4p 404.2p

GB Deadweight 439.1p 421.3p 430.2p

BUILDING AN EFFICIENT
SUCKLER HERD

THE MARKETS

SSpprriinngg llaammbbss 440000pp//kkgg

* Combined Prices for hoggets and spring lambs

OVER the last number of years, a growing
proportion of NI lamb production has been
exported for direct slaughter to ROI, through NI

sheep marts.  This trade has reflected the weakness in
sterling during that period, which has acted as an
incentive for southern buyers to procure Northern Irish
lamb.  This activity, coupled with a general shortage of
lambs has been a key factor in driving up farmgate
sheep prices in NI.  

One consequence of the growth in this trade, is that
some store lamb finishers and primary producers who
take their lambs through to slaughter may not be farm
quality assured through choice or may have allowed the
FQAS approval on their sheep enterprise to lapse.
Producers servicing this trade, may not have had a great
deal of incentive to ensure their lambs were quality
assured, since NIFQAS is not necessarily a priority for
ROI buyers.  

With the euro under pressure, there is some possibility
that fewer lambs will be exported south in the coming
months.  If there is a gradual reduction in this trade, it
is likely that some of those suppliers that were
previously exporting lamb to ROI, will now need to
present stock for slaughter in NI, creating potential for
greater supplies at domestic meat plants.

NI plants typically require FQAS to service the GB retail
market and with the potential for greater availability of
stock, there may be more scope for them to differentiate
between FQAS and non-FQAS stock, with quality
assured suppliers getting preference.  

With this in mind it may be prudent for lamb producers
to consider having their flocks FQAS approved to keep
their options open in the market.  

Are your lambs
quality assured?

ON Thursday 1st July 2010 an important event
for the Northern Ireland red meat industry will
take place at Greenmount Hill Farm,

Glenwherry. The event, which will run from 2pm to
8pm, will be focussing on how suckler herd owners
can embrace technology to improve efficiency and
profitability in their businesses. It is being organised
by CAFRE and will demonstrate practical examples
of technology adoption in the commercial suckler
herd at Glenwherry. 

By applying the results of research supported by the
AgriSearch Programme, farmers will be able to see
first hand the types of technology that can make a
real difference to the bottom line in suckler beef
production. Three key areas of technical efficiency
will be in focus, namely: getting heifers to calve
down at two years old, running the right sort of
suckler cow (to suit both farm and market
conditions) and ensuring the cow gets back in calf
within the right timeframe.

Over the last 10 years the Northern Ireland suckler
cow herd has declined by almost 20%. Throughout
this period suckler cow producers have travelled a
challenging path from the gradual dismantling of
controls put in place during the BSE crisis, the
transformation of direct production subsidies to
decoupled single farm payments, the lifting of UK
beef export restrictions and the total re-shaping of
market outlets for beef and beef products.

Unfortunately the challenges don’t end there! In
three years time a new round of CAP reforms will be
implemented that could have significant
implications for the income of farms with suckler
herds. 

The evidence put forward by the Northern Ireland
Red Meat Industry Task Force report in October
2007 concluded that without a dramatic increase
in the average farm-gate price of beef there was no
prospect of creating an economically viable model
of suckler-origin beef production. Since October
2007 beef prices have shown a marked upturn in
the order of 30% but there is still a long way to go
before market returns will cover the total costs of
efficient suckler beef production. 

Despite the many challenges, suckler beef
production still plays a major role in the NI industry.
It is clear however that the suckler beef industry can
only be sustained in Northern Ireland through the
development of technically efficient systems that
deliver profitability to farmers and without the need
to draw from the single farm payment to support it. 

The event at Glenwherry is a first class opportunity
for farmers to see technology in practice and LMC
would encourage all those with an interest in
suckler beef production to attend and see how
technology may be applied to their own farms to
make them fit for future purpose.

LLaammbb QQuuootteess

LLaasstt WWeeeekk 
0022//0066//1100

TThhiiss WWeeeekk 
0099//0066//1100

400 - 410p 400p

SSHHEEEEPP MMAARRTT PPRRIICCEESS SSEEVVEENN DDAAYYSS EENNDDEEDD 0088//0066//22001100

SSpprriinngg LLaammbbss

NNoo.. FFrroomm TToo

Wednesday Ballymena 365 370 433

Enniskillen 135 380 410

Newtownstewart 73 355 377

Markethill 400 380 408

Thursday Downpatrick 120 371 396

Saturday Hilltown 60 397 414

Swatragh 260 399 450

Omagh 71 381 402

Monday Crumlin 456 380 420

Kilrea 410 386 407

Gortin 489 362 405

Tuesday Saintfield 432 374 402

Lisahally 162 370 390

Rathfriland 400 375 424

THIS week most of the factories are quoting 400p/kg for lamb.
There are some reports that the factories have been active in
buying lambs at the marts this week and this may be a

reflection of a tightness in supply.   With EID legislation coming into
effect last week, lamb throughput was 11% lower than the previous
week. However, slaughter numbers were reasonably strong given
the circumstances, with almost 6,800 lambs slaughtered - a bigger
weekly kill than that of the second week in May.  The kill was
bolstered by increased imports for direct slaughter from ROI and a
larger lamb kill last Monday before the EID requirements came into
legal effect on the Tuesday.  


