Diary Dates

Love Beef Week
8-14 February 2010

FQAS Helpline
If you have had a recent
inspection and need help and
advice to rectify any non-
conformances, contact Seamus
on the FQAS helpline:
028 9263 3024

Answerphone Service

Factory Quotes &
Mart Results

Updated 5pm Daily

Next week’s quotes
available each Friday

Tel: 028 9263 3011

Comments:
bulletin@Imcni.com

LM

BULLETIN

Thursday February 11, 2010 Issue No. 2103

VER the last fortnight, the Bulletin has carried
articles on the movements of cattle and sheep
|n and out of NI for direct slaughter. This week
the Bulletin will examine imports and exports of
cattle in and out of NI onto farms for further feeding.

At this stage, DARD have not finalised their figures
on store and breeding cattle imports and exports for
2009. However, given that the industry is keen to
establish the likely availability of cattle in 2010 and
beyond, it is valuable to provide a summary of the
available figures at this stage. The charts below
show data on the trade of breeding and store cattle
in the first 11 months of the year from 2006 to 2009.

Figure 1, shows developments in the last four years
in imports and exports of breeding and store cattle in
and out of NI. The trend that is most obvious from
the chart below is that store and breeding cattle
imports from ROl have increased sharply in 2009.
This is notable because sterling has been so weak
in 2009 and this meant that the NI farmer had less

Figure 1. NI Trade of Store and Breeding Cattle,

Jan-Nov, 2006-2009
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Imports of cattle to farms outnumber
exports in 2009

buying power in the southern marts. However, with
tight availability and stronger finished prices in NI,
this trade amounted to over 43,000 head in the first
11 months of 2009, more than double the trade in
2008.

One factor that may interrupt this trade in 2010 is
the new NI pricing grid which was introduced in late
October / early November. This pricing grid was
based on a specification for finished cattle and one
aspect of the criteria pertains to country of birth.
Most of the NI plants now regard ROI born cattle as
“out of spec” and as such these cattle do not attract
the “in spec” bonus at finishing. With this
specification in place, there is a possibility that the
number of store cattle imported from ROl will reduce
in 2010. There is some evidence to suggest that the

Figure 2. NI Exports of Store and Breeding Cattle to
Other EU Countries, Jan 2008 - Nov 2009
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new pricing grid has had an impact in the last few
months. However, it remains to be seen whether this
is a significant factor influencing farmers’ decisions
to buy ROI stores in 2010.

Another trend that has been apparent in 2009 is the
decline in the number of calves exported to the
continent. Figure 1 clearly shows a decline in the
number of cattle exported to other EU countries
(outside GB and ROI) in 2008-09. This trade peaked
in 2007 with a large number of calves exported to
the Netherlands. In 2008, Dutch veal units
implemented a voluntary ban on UK imports due to
the importation of TB infected cattle from GB, and
there was effectively no cattle exported from NI to
the continent in the six month period between
October 2008 and April 2009. In the months either

Continued on next page

Figure 3. NI Trade of Store and Breeding Cattle,

Jan-Nov, 2006-2009
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a quarter with a slight increase in ewe and ram

weight cattle.

Finished Cattle Store Cattle Dropped Calves (£/head)
from to from to from to
Steers Store bullocks up to 400kg Continental bull calves
1st quality 140 170 1st quality 170 226
2nd quality 120 137 2nd quality 135 160 1st quality 220 350
Friesians 110 124 2nd quality 120 200
Store bullocks 400kg-500kg
Heifers 1st quality 160 186 Continental heifer calves
1st quality 142 165 2nd quality 138 152
2nd quality 128 140 1st quality 150 260
Store bullocks over 500kg 2nd quality 75 138
Beef Cows 1st quality 148 172
2nd quality 128 145 Friesian bull calves
1st quality 110 148
2nd quality 90 105 Store heifers up to 450kg 1st quality 80 160
1st quality 145 172 2nd quality 45 75
Dairy Cows 2nd quality 120 142
Holstein bull calves
1st quality 88 108 Store heifers over 450kg 10 25
2nd quality 42 78 1st quality 142 165
2nd quality 118 138
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This week$ marts

HIS week the hogget trade was slightly softer around the
Tmarts with prices down in several marts. In Kilrea on

Monday there was a smaller sale, but prices were down
from 360-390p/kg last week to 348-380p/kg this week. The
reported price from Saintfield on Tuesday was 357-389p/kg,
compared to 356-405p/kg last week. Crumlin also reported a
quieter trade with prices down by about 5p/kg compared to last
week. The top ewe price in Crumlin was £100 on Monday while
in Hilltown on Saturday ewes sold to a top of £115.

Hogget quotes 390-410p/kg

HIS week the factories are quoting 390-410p/kg for hoggets
Twith one factory having reduced their quote to 390p/kg while

the other plants are quoting 400-410p/kg. The reduction in
the hogget quote follows an increase in the kill last week with
6,300 head slaughtered, up by 800 head (15%) from the previous
week. Exports to ROI for direct slaughter peaked in mid-January
at just under 6,000 head. A combination of reduced availability
and a stronger pound meant that this figure fell by 33% to less
than 4,000 head in the last week of the month.

NI Average Weekly Sheep Price (p/kg CW)
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Sheep Prices

Lamb Quotes

W/E W/E
10/02/10

03/02/10

400 - 410p

PAID PRICES (Average) P/Kg

390 - 410p

W/E W/E W/E
23/01/10 30/01/10 06/02/10
NI Liveweight 347.2p 356.4p 358.0p
NI Deadweight 394.1p 399.1p 406.6p
GB Deadweight 410.1p 417.8p 421.7p

SHEEP MART PRICES SEVEN DAYS ENDED 09/02/2010

Hoggets

No. From To
Wednesday Ballymena 1242 340 388
Enniskillen 423 360 382
Newtownstewart 148 368 384
Markethill 1100 350 382
Thursday Downpatrick 250 355 386
Saturday Hilltown 580 356 390
Donemana 744 346 382
Swatragh 1239 354 394
Omagh 887 377 416
Monday Crumlin 1022 350 392
Kilrea 660 348 380
Gortin 1290 370 420
Tuesday Saintfield 894 357 389
Lisahally 360 380 400
Rathfriland 413 352 390




