
OVER the last fortnight, the Bulletin has carried
articles on the movements of cattle and sheep
in and out of NI for direct slaughter.  This week

the Bulletin will examine imports and exports of
cattle in and out of NI onto farms for further feeding.

At this stage, DARD have not finalised their figures
on store and breeding cattle imports and exports for
2009.  However, given that the industry is keen to
establish the likely availability of cattle in 2010 and
beyond, it is valuable to provide a summary of the
available figures at this stage.  The charts below
show data on the trade of breeding and store cattle
in the first 11 months of the year from 2006 to 2009.  

Figure 1, shows developments in the last four years
in imports and exports of breeding and store cattle in
and out of NI.  The trend that is most obvious from
the chart below is that store and breeding cattle
imports from ROI have increased sharply in 2009.
This is notable because sterling has been so weak
in 2009 and this meant that the NI farmer had less

buying power in the southern marts.  However, with
tight availability and stronger finished prices in NI,
this trade amounted to over 43,000 head in the first
11 months of 2009, more than double the trade in
2008. 

One factor that may interrupt this trade in 2010 is
the new NI pricing grid which was introduced in late
October / early November.  This pricing grid was
based on a specification for finished cattle and one
aspect of the criteria pertains to country of birth.
Most of the NI plants now regard ROI born cattle as
“out of spec” and as such these cattle do not attract
the “in spec” bonus at finishing.  With this
specification in place, there is a possibility that the
number of store cattle imported from ROI will reduce
in 2010. There is some evidence to suggest that the

new pricing grid has had an impact in the last few
months.  However, it remains to be seen whether this
is a significant factor influencing farmers’ decisions
to buy ROI stores in 2010.  

Another trend that has been apparent in 2009 is the
decline in the number of calves exported to the
continent.  Figure 1 clearly shows a decline in the
number of cattle exported to other EU countries
(outside GB and ROI) in 2008-09.  This trade peaked
in 2007 with a large number of calves exported to
the Netherlands.  In 2008, Dutch veal units
implemented a voluntary ban on UK imports due to
the importation of TB infected cattle from GB, and
there was effectively no cattle exported from NI to
the continent in the six month period between
October 2008 and April 2009.  In the months either
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All reported prices and quotes based on the UK Dressing Spec.

THIS week the factories are continuing to quote a base price
of 268-270p/kg for U3 steers and heifers, plus the 8p/kg
bonus for cattle meeting the factory specification.   

Last week’s reported prices were generally stable with the
average cow and heifer price unchanged from the previous
week and the average steer price up by 0.5p/kg.  Young bull
prices were up by 2p/kg on the previous week. 

The factories paid an average of 274.5p/kg for U3 heifers last
week, 1p/kg higher than the previous week.  The U4L heifer
price was up by 2p/kg.  Again there were some fairly sharp
fluctuations in fat class 2 carcases with U2 and R2 heifers down
by 8p and 4p/kg respectively.  O+2 heifers were up by 8p/kg
from the previous week.  

These sharp changes in the price of fat class 2 have been a
feature of the market in recent weeks.  Producers who suspect
they have cattle that will kill in these grades would be advised
to check the price with the factory before presenting them for
slaughter as the price varies from one week to the next and the
U3 quote is not always a good indication of the going price for
fat class 2. 

Diary Dates

Comments:
bulletin@lmcni.com

Notes: 
(i) Prices are p/kg Sterling - ROI prices converted at 1 Euro= 86.92p Stg. 
(ii)Shading indicates a reduction on price reported in the previous bulletin. 
Further explanatory notes on these tables are available on request. 

Cattle

NNII CClleeaann CCaattttllee SSllaauugghhtteerriinnggss ((‘‘000000 hheeaadd ppeerr  wweeeekk))

NNII AAvveerraaggee WWeeeekkllyy CClleeaann CCaattttllee PPrriiccee ((pp//kkgg CCWW))

Imports of cattle to farms outnumber
exports in 2009

2007/2008 prices adjusted to provide a like-for-like comparison with
prices calculated under the new UK Dressing Specification. 

CCaattttllee QQuuootteess
LLaasstt WWeeeekk
0033//0022//1100

TThhiiss WWeeeekk
1100//0022//1100

U3 268p - 270p 
+ 8p bonus for in spec

268-270p 
+ 8p bonus for in spec

R3 262p - 264p
+ 8p bonus for in spec

262-264p 
+ 8p bonus for in spec

O+3 256p - 258p
+ 8p bonus for in spec

256-258p 
+ 8p bonus for in spec

Cows 205 - 214p 205 - 214p

PPrriicceess ((SStteeeerrss aanndd hheeiiffeerrss ccoommbbiinneedd))
WW//EE 

2233//0011//1100
WW//EE 

3300//0011//1100
WW//EE 

0066//0022//1100
U3 273.0p 271.8p 272.6p
R3 269.2p 267.4p 268.0p

O+3 262.6p 261.3p 261.1p
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THE MARKETS

The NI Cattle Prices Table has been amended to include more detail with prices for a
wider range of grades provided.  If you need further information on prices contact the
LMC Technical Department on 028 9263 3000.

NI CATTLE PRICES (W/E 06/02/2010)
Steers Heifers Young Bulls Cows

U2 267.5 266.1 263.3 -
U3 270.6 274.5 261.8 225.1
U4L 263.1 270.0 256.3 222.8
R2 260.3 261.3 255.2 213.5
R3 266.9 269.1 257.3 221.1
R4L 260.5 264.4 251.7 223.3
O+2 255.4 253.1 253.9 210.8
O+3 262.1 260.1 252.9 216.0
O+4L 256.1 256.9 251.0 215.3

O3 250.8 245.3 247.7 200.2
O4L 248.2 242.9 244.0 206.0
P+2 - - - 167.1
P+3 - - - 191.0

Average 262.9 264.2 254.8 192.5

UK & ROI CATTLE PRICES (W/E 30/01/2010)

Scotland 
Northern 
England

Midlands 
& Wales

Southern
England 

Northern 
Ireland

Rep of 
Ireland

Steers

U3 296.8 289.9 286.0 276.0 270.2 259.4
R3 291.6 284.7 275.6 270.8 266.9 247.4
R4 296.2 289.7 277.2 270.1 262.5 246.1
O3 278.6 271.4 263.0 259.1 256.5 232.0

Average 292.8 283.5 272.8 262.4 262.4 -

Heifers

U3 296.2 290.2 284.6 276.2 273.4 264.4
R3 290.8 288.6 274.1 269.9 267.9 254.5
R4 293.6 282.1 275.8 269.1 264.5 253.4
O3 274.7 280.7 260.7 259.1 257.6 238.1

Average 291.0 281.3 271.3 262.3 264.2 -

Young 
Bulls

U3 281.3 274.0 278.2 276.6 261.9 258.0
R3 278.6 265.5 268.2 267.5 256.3 250.0
O3 261.9 250.3 251.3 254.1 246.3 237.7

Average 265.3 257.2 259.2 258.1 252.7 -
Prime Cattle 

Price Reported 7,392 5,904 5,835 3,940 6,734 -

Cows

O3 195.1 202.3 199.1 190.3 206.0 200.4
O4 199.6 203.1 198.1 190.6 209.8 203.6
P2 137.6 167.6 153.5 158.1 165.8 173.5
P3 154.9 184.8 169.3 172.7 185.5 193.6

FFaaccttoorriieess qquuoottiinngg 226688--227700pp//kkgg ffoorr
UU33 sstteeeerrss // hheeiiffeerrss

AAnnsswweerrpphhoonnee SSeerrvviiccee

FFaaccttoorryy QQuuootteess && 
MMaarrtt RReessuullttss 

UUppddaatteedd 55ppmm DDaaiillyy
NNeexxtt wweeeekk’’ss qquuootteess

aavvaaiillaabbllee eeaacchh FFrriiddaayy

TTeell::  002288 99226633 33001111

IN the last week of January, prices fell generally across the
British Isles.  In GB, the price reductions were steepest in the
south.  In Southern England the average steer / heifer price

was down by 5p/kg.  In the Midlands it fell by 4p/kg while in
Scotland and Northern England, average prime cattle prices were
down by 2-3p/kg.  This follows a general price decline last week
when average heifer prices in Southern England fell by 4p/kg.
This latest decline means that the gap between the R3 heifer
price in Southern England and NI is down to 2p/kg.  Scottish

prices remain significantly higher than in NI however, with the
R3 heifer price there over 20p/kg higher than the corresponding
price in NI.  With sterling gaining value against the euro in the
last week of January, a wider gap emerged between NI and ROI
prime cattle prices.  The gap between NI and ROI U3 heifer prices
widened to 9p/kg in the last week of January having been about
1p/kg at the start of the month. 

RoI and GB price comparisons

FFQQAASS HHeellpplliinnee
If you have had a recent
inspection and need help and
advice to rectify any non-
conformances, contact Seamus
on the FQAS helpline:
002288 99226633 33002244

FFiigguurree 11.. NNII TTrraaddee ooff SSttoorree aanndd BBrreeeeddiinngg CCaattttllee,, 
JJaann--NNoovv,, 22000066--22000099 
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Continued on next page

IImmppoorrttss

EExxppoorrttss

FFiigguurree 22.. NNII EExxppoorrttss ooff SSttoorree aanndd BBrreeeeddiinngg CCaattttllee ttoo
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Source: DARD





THIS week the hogget trade was slightly softer around the
marts with prices down in several marts.  In Kilrea on
Monday there was a smaller sale, but prices were down

from 360-390p/kg last week to 348-380p/kg this week.  The
reported price from Saintfield on Tuesday was 357-389p/kg,
compared to 356-405p/kg last week.  Crumlin also reported a
quieter trade with prices down by about 5p/kg compared to last
week.  The top ewe price in Crumlin was £100 on Monday while
in Hilltown on Saturday ewes sold to a top of £115.

LMC does not guarantee the accuracy
or completeness of any third party
information provided in or included
with this publication. LMC hereby
disclaims any responsibility for error,
omission or inaccuracy in the
information, misinterpretation or any
other loss, disappointment,
negligence or damage caused by
reliance on third party information.

NNoott ffoorr ffuurrtthheerr ppuubblliiccaattiioonn oorr
ddiissttrriibbuuttiioonn wwiitthhoouutt pprriioorr ppeerrmmiissssiioonn

ffrroomm LLMMCC

CCoonnttaacctt uuss:: 

WWeebbssiittee:: wwwwww..llmmccnnii..ccoomm

TTeelleepphhoonnee:: 002288 99226633 33000000

FFaaxx:: 002288 99226633 33000011

FFQQAASS HHeellpplliinnee:: 002288 99226633 33002244

AAnnsswweerrpphhoonnee:: 002288 99226633 33001111

CCllaassssiiffiiccaattiioonn QQuueerriieess:: 002288 99226633 33001122

TThhiiss wweeeekk ’’ss mmaarrttss

TTeexxtt SSeerrvviiccee
FFrreeee PPrriiccee QQuuootteess sseenntt 
ttoo yyoouurr mmoobbiillee pphhoonnee 

ttwwiiccee wweeeekkllyy
EEmmaaiill -- bbuulllleettiinn@@llmmccnnii..ccoomm 

TTeell::  002288 99226633 33002200

Sheep Prices

THIS week the factories are quoting 390-410p/kg for hoggets
with one factory having reduced their quote to 390p/kg while
the other plants are quoting 400-410p/kg.  The reduction in

the hogget quote follows an increase in the kill last week with
6,300 head slaughtered, up by 800 head (15%) from the previous
week.  Exports to ROI for direct slaughter peaked in mid-January
at just under 6,000 head.  A combination of reduced availability
and a stronger pound meant that this figure fell by 33% to less
than 4,000 head in the last week of the month.

Sheep

NNII AAvveerraaggee WWeeeekkllyy SShheeeepp PPrriiccee ((pp//kkgg CCWW))

NNII SShheeeepp SSllaauugghhtteerriinnggss ((‘‘000000 hheeaadd ppeerr  wweeeekk))

BBeeeeff mmaarrttss ((££//110000kkgg  lliivveewweeiigghhtt)) ((SSeevveenn DDaayyss EEnnddiinngg 0088//0022//1100))
FFiinniisshheedd CCaattttllee SSttoorree CCaattttllee DDrrooppppeedd CCaallvveess ((££//hheeaadd))

ffrroomm ttoo ffrroomm ttoo ffrroomm ttoo
SStteeeerrss SSttoorree bbuulllloocckkss uupp ttoo 440000kkgg CCoonnttiinneennttaall bbuullll ccaallvveess
1st quality 140 170 1st quality 170 226
2nd quality 120 137 2nd quality 135 160 1st quality 220 350
Friesians 110 124 2nd quality 120 200

SSttoorree bbuulllloocckkss 440000kkgg--550000kkgg
HHeeiiffeerrss 1st quality 160 186 CCoonnttiinneennttaall hheeiiffeerr ccaallvveess
1st quality 142 165 2nd quality 138 152
2nd quality 128 140 1st quality 150 260

SSttoorree bbuulllloocckkss oovveerr 550000kkgg 2nd quality 75 138
BBeeeeff CCoowwss 1st quality 148 172

2nd quality 128 145 FFrriieessiiaann bbuullll ccaallvveess
1st quality 110 148
2nd quality 90 105 SSttoorree hheeiiffeerrss uupp ttoo 445500kkgg 1st quality 80 160

1st quality 145 172 2nd quality 45 75
DDaaiirryy CCoowwss 2nd quality 120 142

HHoollsstteeiinn bbuullll ccaallvveess
1st quality 88 108 SSttoorree hheeiiffeerrss oovveerr 445500kkgg 10 25
2nd quality 42 78 1st quality 142 165

2nd quality 118 138

PPAAIIDD PPRRIICCEESS ((AAvveerraaggee)) PP//KKgg 
WW//EE 

2233//0011//1100
WW//EE 

3300//0011//1100
WW//EE 

0066//0022//1100

NI Liveweight 347.2p 356.4p 358.0p

NI Deadweight 394.1p 399.1p 406.6p

GB Deadweight 410.1p 417.8p 421.7p

Reduced lamb slaughterings in
January 2010

THE MARKETS

THE slaughter figures for January 2010 show
some significant changes in factory throughput
last month.  The most notable development was

in the sheep kill which is down by 27 per cent
compared to last January when 48,000 hoggets were
slaughtered.  This reduction is a reflection of the
ongoing decline in the NI sheep flock, although it may
have been partly driven by the poor weather at the
start of January.   The overall sheep kill was down by
a quarter with a slight increase in ewe and ram

slaughterings this January.  
January’s cattle kill was down by two per cent
compared to January 2009.  However, the slight
reduction masks a sharper decline in steer and heifer
slaughterings.  Again this may reflect the general
decline in the beef herd, but it may also have been
driven by farmers bringing cattle forward for earlier
slaughtering at the backend of last year given the
heavier penalties on over thirty month and over
weight cattle. 

LLaammbb QQuuootteess

WW//EE 
0033//0022//1100

WW//EE 
1100//0022//1100

Hoggets 400 - 410p 390 - 410p

side of this hiatus, the trade was at best sluggish.  

It is important to note that the annual trend
illustrated in Figure 1, disguises a recovery in this
trade in recent months.  Figure 2, shows how this
export trade grew in the last quarter of 2009.  In
October and November exports of calves to
continental Europe were just under 1,400 head
per month, levels not seen since June 2008.
There are still no calves going to Holland, but
exporters are tapping into markets in Italy and
Spain and with more activity from these traders,
this trade could grow further in 2010.  With
domestic young bull prices lower relative to
2009, producers may also be inclined to export
calves rather than finish them in NI. 

From the broader perspective, Figure 3 shows
that NI was a net importer of store and breeding
cattle in 2009.  When all imports and exports
were accounted for, NI imported 26,000 head in
the first 11 months of the year.  This is up from
2008 when NI was a net exporter of breeding
and store cattle with about 1,000 head exported
on balance.  This represents a significant swing
in trade and will have influenced the availability
of cattle last year and may continue to have an
impact on availability in 2010.  However, it
remains to be seen whether NI farms will
continue to import ROI store cattle at the same
level as in 2009 and whether the market for NI
calves in Europe will continue to grow.  These
factors will have some impact on the market for
finished cattle in NI in 2010 and beyond. 

Imports of cattle to
farms outnumber
exports in 2009

Continued from previous page

NNII CCAATTTTLLEE AANNDD SSHHEEEEPP SSLLAAUUGGHHTTEERRIINNGGSS ((ffoorr tthhee ffooooddcchhaaiinn))

JJaannuuaarryy YYeeaarr ttoo DDaattee

((44 wweeeekkss eennddeedd 3300//0011//1100)) ((5522 wweeeekkss eennddeedd 3300//0011//1100))

22000099 22001100 %% CChhaannggee FFeebb 0088 -- JJaann 0099 FFeebb 0099 -- JJaann 1100 %% CChhaannggee

CCAATTTTLLEE -- FFOOOODDCCHHAAIINN

Steers 15,380 14,341 -7% 176,806 170,993 -3%

Heifers 14,564 12,804 -12% 133,828 132,953 -1%

Young Bulls 4,597 6,317 +37% 41,419 56,112 +35%

Cows 7,726 7,431 -4% 77,629 85,665 +10%

Mature Bulls 240 717 +199% 3,527 6,463 +83%

Calves 17 23 +35% 770 453 -41%

TToottaall CCaattttllee 4422,,552244 4411,,663333 --22%% 443333,,997799 445522,,663399 ++44%%

SSHHEEEEPP

Lambs & Hoggets 48,136 35,305 -27% 574,967 499,579 -13%

Ewes & Rams 5,123 5,375 +5% 71,280 70,227 -1%

TToottaall SShheeeepp 5533,,225599 4400,,668800 --2244%% 664466,,224477 556699,,880066 --1122%%

The above figures are provisional; any amendments will be incorporated in the cumulative data (source DARD).

HHooggggeett qquuootteess 339900--441100pp//kkgg

SSHHEEEEPP MMAARRTT PPRRIICCEESS SSEEVVEENN DDAAYYSS EENNDDEEDD 0099//0022//22001100

HHooggggeettss

NNoo.. FFrroomm TToo

Wednesday Ballymena 1242 340 388

Enniskillen 423 360 382

Newtownstewart 148 368 384

Markethill 1100 350 382

Thursday Downpatrick 250 355 386

Saturday Hilltown 580 356 390

Donemana 744 346 382

Swatragh 1239 354 394

Omagh 887 377 416

Monday Crumlin 1022 350 392

Kilrea 660 348 380

Gortin 1290 370 420

Tuesday Saintfield 894 357 389

Lisahally 360 380 400

Rathfriland 413 352 390


