
OVER recent weeks the farmgate beef price has
been under some pressure with some factories
reporting reduced demand.   While demand in

February may well be weak (we will have to wait
another few weeks for the figures) demand in January
was much improved on previous years (Source:
Kantar).  

The Bulletin has previously reported that beef
demand typically peaks around the turn of the year
and then gradually declines throughout spring before
the seasonal low during the summertime.  This year
appears to be following a similar trend with beef
demand hitting a 12-month peak in Dec ‘09 and Jan
‘10.  However, it is also clear from the data, that
demand was much stronger this January than in the
same month for any of the previous three years.  This
is welcome news given the concern about weak
demand during the recession (i.e. in 2009). 

In the four weeks ending 24th Jan 2010, 28,000
tonnes of beef were sold in GB, representing an eight
per cent increase compared to the same period last

year.  With average retail prices up by 1% or 4p/kg
this January compared to last January, this led to a
significant increase in expenditure.  This January,
expenditure on beef in GB was estimated to be
£167m, up from last year’s figure of £154m.  

The increases in demand in January were driven by
increased demand for all beef cuts with the exception
of roasting joints.  There was a 26 per cent increase
in demand for stewing beef and a 17 per cent
increase in demand for frying and grilling cuts.  One
important driver for the increased demand in January
was the cold weather right across GB, with anecdotal
reports in the press of consumers cooking more
traditional dishes such as stews and hotpots.  The
figures for the longer “last three month period” to the
end of Jan ‘10 are also encouraging with demand and
expenditure up by two per cent compared with the
same period a year ago.  This increase was driven by

increased demand in Dec ‘09 and Jan ‘10 compared
to 2008/09.  

Analysts are predicting a weak and fragile recovery
from recession with forecasts that beef demand will
continue to be subdued.  With this in mind, the
figures for January are positive signs and may provide
some  indication that demand has at least stabilised.
On the other hand however, it could be the case that
consumers have temporarily shifted their buying
patterns due to the unusually cold weather in
January.   

Sources in GB have been reporting poorer demand
this February and this has been reflected in
comments from local plants.  When available, the
Kantar data for February will provide another
indication as to how GB beef demand is performing
as the economy emerges from recession.  
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All reported prices and quotes based on the UK Dressing Spec.

THIS week the factories are continuing to quote a base
price of 264-266p/kg for U3 steers and heifers.  With the
8p/kg bonus, the quote for in-spec steers and heifers is up

to 274p/kg.  These base quotes are similar to last week
although better prices may be available for producers who
negotiate. 

Last week’s reported prices show that the average U3 steer
price was 269.2p/kg and the U3 heifer price was 273.5p/kg.
These prices were down by 2p/kg on the previous week,
reflecting the reduction in quotes at the start of last week.
Average steer prices were down by a penny last week to
262.5p/kg, with heifer prices down by 1.6p/kg to an average
of 263.7p/kg last week.  

Last week’s clean cattle kill was consistent with the previous
week and as illustrated by the chart, much higher than last
year.  The total cattle kill has been consistent in recent weeks
with between 9,500 and 10,000 head slaughtered on a weekly
basis.  The plants imported fewer cattle from ROI last week
with just under 600 head coming across the border.  More than
double that figure was imported in the third week of February
with over 1,000 head imported the week before last. 

Diary Dates

Comments:
bulletin@lmcni.com

Notes: 
(i) Prices are p/kg Sterling - ROI prices converted at 1 Euro= 88.22p Stg. 
(ii)Shading indicates a reduction on price reported in the previous bulletin. 
Further explanatory notes on these tables are available on request. 

Cattle

NNII CClleeaann CCaattttllee SSllaauugghhtteerriinnggss ((‘‘000000 hheeaadd ppeerr  wweeeekk))

NNII AAvveerraaggee WWeeeekkllyy CClleeaann CCaattttllee PPrriiccee ((pp//kkgg CCWW))

2007/2008 prices adjusted to provide a like-for-like comparison with
prices calculated under the new UK Dressing Specification. 

CCaattttllee QQuuootteess
LLaasstt WWeeeekk
0033//0033//1100

TThhiiss WWeeeekk
1100//0033//1100

U3 264p - 266p
+ 8p bonus for in spec

264p - 266p
+ 8p bonus for in spec

R3 258p - 260p
+ 8p bonus for in spec

258p - 260p
+ 8p bonus for in spec

O+3 252p - 254p
+ 8p bonus for in spec

252p - 254p
+ 8p bonus for in spec

Cows 205 - 214p 205 - 210p

PPrriicceess ((SStteeeerrss aanndd hheeiiffeerrss ccoommbbiinneedd))
WW//EE 

2200//0022//1100
WW//EE 

2277//0022//1100
WW//EE 

0066//0033//1100
U3 272.4p 273.4p 271.4p
R3 268.3p 269.1p 267.1p

O+3 261.9p 263.3p 261.5p

THE MARKETS

The NI Cattle Prices Table has been amended to include more detail with prices for a
wider range of grades provided.  If you need further information on prices contact the
LMC Technical Department on 028 9263 3000.

NI CATTLE PRICES (W/E 06/03/2010)
Steers Heifers Young Bulls Cows

U2 266.0 266.0 261.2 -
U3 269.2 273.5 262.7 228.2
U4L 260.9 267.3 256.1 220.7
R2 263.1 261.8 253.1 211.5
R3 266.4 267.8 256.9 216.8
R4L 261.6 264.4 252.6 220.0
O+2 261.0 238.0 252.2 212.2
O+3 262.1 260.9 251.5 215.8
O+4L 259.1 255.6 250.4 218.6

O3 250.2 248.1 245.1 202.5
O4L 249.7 245.8 250.0 204.0
P+2 - - - 170.2
P+3 - - - 189.2

Average 262.5 263.7 255.1 194.0

UK & ROI CATTLE PRICES (W/E 27/02/2010)

Scotland 
Northern 
England

Midlands 
& Wales

Southern
England 

Northern 
Ireland

Rep of 
Ireland

Steers

U3 291.8 284.5 280.6 274.4 271.2 262.5
R3 286.7 277.5 273.2 268.4 268.4 251.5
R4 289.9 283.8 274.7 267.0 262.6 250.6
O3 276.1 272.7 259.4 253.6 256.2 235.4

Average 287.6 280.7 270.9 259.0 263.3 -

Heifers

U3 293.0 287.8 281.8 274.1 275.6 268.7
R3 286.0 281.2 274.6 265.8 269.7 258.4
R4 288.3 281.8 272.4 266.3 265.4 258.6
O3 272.9 268.9 259.6 256.6 259.9 242.3

Average 286.8 276.3 269.4 260.0 265.3 -

Young 
Bulls

U3 270.2 271.9 273.2 270.6 262.1 260.4
R3 271.0 262.7 265.0 261.4 259.0 253.2
O3 252.1 244.7 249.4 255.2 249.4 240.1

Average 260.2 251.3 253.4 250.7 255.2 -
Prime Cattle 

Price Reported 7095 5631 5909 3853 6029 -

Cows

O3 197.9 207.4 197.5 184.7 203.1 205.9
O4 203.9 206.8 197.6 187.6 208.7 208.0
P2 157.4 173.0 162.0 160.4 166.8 182.9
P3 162.4 191.4 180.7 173.3 187.1 198.6

UU33 ccaattttllee qquuootteess
ssiimmiillaarr ttoo llaasstt wweeeekk

AAnnsswweerrpphhoonnee SSeerrvviiccee

FFaaccttoorryy QQuuootteess && 
MMaarrtt RReessuullttss 

UUppddaatteedd 55ppmm DDaaiillyy
NNeexxtt wweeeekk’’ss qquuootteess

aavvaaiillaabbllee eeaacchh FFrriiddaayy

TTeell::  002288 99226633 33001111

IN the last week of February, GB cattle prices were reasonably
stable.  In Scotland the average steer and heifer price was
down by nearly a penny while average young bull prices were

unchanged, despite a 12p/kg cut in the U3 young bull price.  In
Northern England, steer and young bull prices were unchanged
with heifer prices down by a penny.  In Southern England there
was a reduction in average young bull and heifer prices with the
average steer price up by 1.5p/kg.  Heifer prices in Midland
England were up by 2p/kg and young bulls were up by 2.5p/kg

with steer prices unchanged.  With sterling falling in value in the
last week of February, ROI prices were up by 2-3p/kg in sterling
terms.  In terms of the euro price paid at the farmgate, prices
were more or less unchanged in ROI. 

RoI and GB price comparisons

FFQQAASS HHeellpplliinnee
If you have had a recent
inspection and need help and
advice to rectify any non-
conformances, contact Seamus
on the FQAS helpline:
002288 99226633 33002244

GGBB AAvveerraaggee RReettaaiill BBeeeeff PPrriiccee
22000077--22001100

((MMoonntthh ooff JJaannuuaarryy))

GGBB VVoolluummee DDeemmaanndd ffoorr BBeeeeff
22000077--22001100

((MMoonntthh ooff JJaannuuaarryy))
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Improved beef demand in January

Source: Kantar Worldpanel





PRICES have improved significantly in the marts over the
last week with a stronger live trade to ROI underpinned by
the weaker pound.  In Saintfield on Tuesday, prices ranged

from 358-408p/kg up from 345-383p/kg the previous week.  In
Kilrea on Monday prices were also strong at 370-410p/kg, up
from 340-365p/kg last week.  With better prices, more lambs
were sold in the ring with bigger sales in Saintfield and Omagh
compared to the previous week.  

LMC does not guarantee the accuracy
or completeness of any third party
information provided in or included
with this publication. LMC hereby
disclaims any responsibility for error,
omission or inaccuracy in the
information, misinterpretation or any
other loss, disappointment,
negligence or damage caused by
reliance on third party information.

NNoott ffoorr ffuurrtthheerr ppuubblliiccaattiioonn oorr
ddiissttrriibbuuttiioonn wwiitthhoouutt pprriioorr ppeerrmmiissssiioonn

ffrroomm LLMMCC

CCoonnttaacctt uuss:: 

WWeebbssiittee:: wwwwww..llmmccnnii..ccoomm

TTeelleepphhoonnee:: 002288 99226633 33000000

FFaaxx:: 002288 99226633 33000011

FFQQAASS HHeellpplliinnee:: 002288 99226633 33002244

AAnnsswweerrpphhoonnee:: 002288 99226633 33001111

CCllaassssiiffiiccaattiioonn QQuueerriieess:: 002288 99226633 33001122

TThhiiss wweeeekk ’’ss mmaarrttss

TTeexxtt SSeerrvviiccee
FFrreeee PPrriiccee QQuuootteess sseenntt 
ttoo yyoouurr mmoobbiillee pphhoonnee 

ttwwiiccee wweeeekkllyy
EEmmaaiill -- bbuulllleettiinn@@llmmccnnii..ccoomm 

TTeell::  002288 99226633 33002200

Sheep Prices

THIS week has seen hogget prices continue to firm in the
factories with plants now quoting 10p/kg more than last
week.  Quotes range from 400-410p/kg, with 420p/kg

available for U3 hoggets.  The improved quotes follow the
increased prices paid in the marts over the last few days and
reflect the weaker supply of hoggets (see above).  GB prices
continue to be stronger than those in NI with the GB factories
paying 10p/kg more than the NI factories last week.  

Sheep

NNII AAvveerraaggee WWeeeekkllyy SShheeeepp PPrriiccee ((pp//kkgg CCWW))

NNII HHooggggeett SSllaauugghhtteerriinnggss ((‘‘000000 hheeaadd ppeerr  wweeeekk))

BBeeeeff mmaarrttss ((££//110000kkgg  lliivveewweeiigghhtt)) ((SSeevveenn DDaayyss EEnnddiinngg 0088//0033//1100))
FFiinniisshheedd CCaattttllee SSttoorree CCaattttllee DDrrooppppeedd CCaallvveess ((££//hheeaadd))

ffrroomm ttoo ffrroomm ttoo ffrroomm ttoo
SStteeeerrss SSttoorree bbuulllloocckkss uupp ttoo 440000kkgg CCoonnttiinneennttaall bbuullll ccaallvveess
1st quality 150 168 1st quality 165 225
2nd quality 135 149 2nd quality 140 163 1st quality 250 350
Friesians 100 140 2nd quality 180 248

SSttoorree bbuulllloocckkss 440000kkgg--550000kkgg
HHeeiiffeerrss 1st quality 165 193 CCoonnttiinneennttaall hheeiiffeerr ccaallvveess
1st quality 150 176 2nd quality 140 164
2nd quality 135 149 1st quality 200 262

SSttoorree bbuulllloocckkss oovveerr 550000kkgg 2nd quality 130 195
BBeeeeff CCoowwss 1st quality 145 171

2nd quality 130 144 FFrriieessiiaann bbuullll ccaallvveess
1st quality 114 144
2nd quality 100 113 SSttoorree hheeiiffeerrss uupp ttoo 445500kkgg 1st quality 180 250

1st quality 160 200 2nd quality 100 178
DDaaiirryy CCoowwss 2nd quality 140 159

HHoollsstteeiinn bbuullll ccaallvveess
1st quality 91 119 SSttoorree hheeiiffeerrss oovveerr 445500kkgg 4 175
2nd quality 70 90 1st quality 150 172

2nd quality 130 149

PPAAIIDD PPRRIICCEESS ((AAvveerraaggee)) PP//KKgg 

HHooggggeettss WW//EE 
2200//0022//1100

WW//EE 
2277//0022//1100

WW//EE 
0066//0033//1100

NI Liveweight 348.7p 359.2p 353.6p

NI Deadweight 393.5p 390.9p 400.3p

GB Deadweight 411.3p 408.7p 409.9p

Increased slaughterings in
February 2010

THE MARKETS

LLaammbb QQuuootteess

WW//EE 
0033//0033//1100

WW//EE 
1100//0033//1100

Hoggets 390 - 400p 400 - 410p

THIS January the average retail price of
lamb in GB was nine per cent higher than
during January 2009.  This will not

surprise sheep farmers considering that on
average, deadweight hogget prices were
significantly higher this January compared to
last January. While the higher farmgate prices
are welcome and reflect reduced supplies (see
slaughterings article opposite) the impact of
increased retail prices on lowering demand is
not so desirable.

This January, volume demand for lamb in GB is
down by nine per cent, with consumer
expenditure on lamb reduced by one per cent
compared to last January.  

Volume sales of lamb leg roasting joints were
down by 25 per cent this January compared to
the same four week period last year.  With
consumers purchasing less lamb this January,
it appears that more opted for other products
such as beef and pork, with sales of pork
shoulder roasting joints more than double the
equivalent figure for last year.  

HHooggggeett qquuootteess pp//kkgg

SSHHEEEEPP MMAARRTT PPRRIICCEESS SSEEVVEENN DDAAYYSS EENNDDEEDD 0099//0033//22001100

HHooggggeettss

NNoo.. FFrroomm TToo

Wednesday Ballymena 1426 340 421

Enniskillen 385 328 370

Newtownstewart 210 324 376

Markethill 800 350 392

Thursday Downpatrick 200 345 392

Saturday Hilltown 380 367 413

Donemana 353 360 408

Swatragh 559 388 430

Omagh 939 351 396

Monday Crumlin 802 360 391

Kilrea 580 370 410

Gortin 840 370 425

Tuesday Saintfield 714 358 408

Lisahally 290 380 410

NNII CCAATTTTLLEE AANNDD SSHHEEEEPP SSLLAAUUGGHHTTEERRIINNGGSS

FFeebbrruuaarryy YYeeaarr ttoo DDaattee

((44 wweeeekkss eennddeedd 2277//0022//1100)) ((5522 wweeeekkss eennddeedd 2277//0022//1100))

22000099 22001100 %% CChhaannggee MMaarr 0088 -- FFeebb 0099 MMaarr 0099 -- FFeebb 1100 %% CChhaannggee

CCAATTTTLLEE -- FFOOOODDCCHHAAIINN

Steers 13,713 13,528 -1% 177,578 170,808 -4%

Heifers 12,490 12,039 -4% 134,405 132,502 -1%

Young Bulls 3,392 5,972 76% 41,245 58,692 42%

Cows 5,963 6,687 12% 77,868 86,389 11%

Mature Bulls 236 925 292% 3,550 7,152 101%

Calves 38 16 -58% 767 431 -44%

TToottaall CCaattttllee 3355,,883322 3399,,116677 99%% 443355,,441133 445555,,997744 55%%

SSHHEEEEPP

Lambs & Hoggets 33,005 23,878 -28% 574,758 490,450 -15%

Ewes & Rams 4,822 4,474 -7% 68,912 69,879 1%

TToottaall SShheeeepp 3377,,882277 2288,,335522 --2255%% 664433,,667700 556600,,332299 --1133%%

The above figures are provisional; any amendments will be incorporated in the cumulative data (source DARD).

Retail price of lamb
9% higher this

January

GGBB AAvveerraaggee RReettaaiill LLaammbb PPrriiccee
22000077--22001100,, ((MMoonntthh ooff JJaannuuaarryy))
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 ( (‘ ‘
£ £) ) IN February cattle slaughterings in NI were up by

nine per cent compared to February 2009.
However, this increase was driven by a greater bull

and cow kill, with a decline in the volume of steers
and heifers slaughtered.  The young bull kill was
almost 6,000 head in February, or about one fifth of
the prime cattle kill.  In February 2009, it was only
11 per cent of the prime cattle kill.  With young bulls
attracting a lower price than steers and heifers, this
is having the affect of dragging down the average

prime cattle price.  The mature bull kill is also up
significantly from last year with almost 1,000 head
slaughtered in February.  The official EU category for
a young bull is under 24 months and the increased
number of mature bulls may be a reflection of
farmers holding on to bulls for more than 24months.  

The sheep kill in February was down by a quarter
year-on-year.  Over the 12 months to the end of
February, the sheep kill was down 13%.  Source: Kantar Worldpanel


