
ACURSORY glance at the slaughter figures for
July 2010 would suggest that cattle numbers
in NI were generally stable in comparison with

the equivalent figures for 2009.  However, the
numbers in each of the different categories reveal a
changing picture.  The slaughter figures for July 2010
reveal that total cattle slaughterings were 2% lower
this July compared to the previous July (see Figure
1).  However, were it not for a substantial increase in
bull slaughterings (young and mature), the overall
picture would be radically different.    

The steer kill this July was 20% lower than July 2009;
the heifer kill was 10% lower.  By contrast, the young
bull kill was 45% higher and whereas last July it
accounted for 21% of the prime cattle kill, this July,

young bulls make up 31% of the prime kill.  Steer
numbers have fallen by around 3,000 head, while
young bull numbers have increased by a similar
quantity.   

The simplest explanation for this development is that
beef farmers who would previously have produced
steers, are keeping their male calves entire to benefit
from improved performance.  This is probably a
consequence of tighter margins on steers and
increased awareness of the benefits of bull beef

production.  However, the increased number of young
bulls also draws our attention to the proportion of NI
beef production sourced from the dairy herd in 2009.
Young bull production is generally associated with
male dairy-sired calves. These animals are a by-
product of the dairy industry and with more of these
calves being registered and retained in NI in the last
two years, this has led to the number of dairy-sired
young bulls in the slaughter mix this July being
almost double that of July 2009.    

BULLETIN
TThhuurrssddaayy AAuugguusstt 1122,,  22001100 IIssssuuee NNoo.. 22112288

All reported prices and quotes based on the UK Dressing Spec.

THIS week the factories are quoting 248-252p/kg for U3
prime cattle. In most cases the plants are quoting 250p/kg
for both steers and heifers.  However, two plants are quoting

248p/kg for steers with another plant quoting 252p/kg for
heifers.  

Last week’s average steer price was 1.5p/kg lower than the
previous week‘s reported figures with average heifer prices
2.3p/kg lower. As always the price difference varies across
grades with prices for O+3 steers 3.1p/kg lower than the
previous week while U2 grade steers showed a decline of
2.5p/kg. The U3 steer price was more or less unchanged.   

There is a similar trend with heifers where the U3 price was
unchanged. O+3 grade heifers were 1.9p/kg lower than the
previous week and the U2 price was down by 2.7p/kg. Cow
prices were also lower last week, with a decline of 5p from the
previous week’s average price of 191.9p/kg.

The total kill last week in NI was 8,155 head, slightly less than
the 8,300 head killed the previous  week.  The young bull kill
remains high at 33% of the prime cattle kill.  

Information

Comments:
bulletin@lmcni.com

Notes: 
(i) Prices are p/kg Sterling-ROI prices converted at 1 euro=82.87p Stg
(ii)Shading indicates a reduction on price reported in the previous bulletin. 
Further explanatory notes on these tables are available on request. 

Cattle

NNII CClleeaann CCaattttllee SSllaauugghhtteerriinnggss ((‘‘000000 hheeaadd ppeerr  wweeeekk))

NNII AAvveerraaggee WWeeeekkllyy CClleeaann CCaattttllee PPrriiccee ((pp//kkgg CCWW))

2007/2008 prices adjusted to provide a like-for-like comparison with
prices calculated under the new UK Dressing Specification. 

CCaattttllee QQuuootteess
LLaasstt WWeeeekk
0044//0088//1100

TThhiiss WWeeeekk
1111//0088//1100

U3 250 - 252p  
+ 8p bonus for in spec

248 - 252p  
+ 8p bonus for in spec

R3 244 - 246p
+ 8p bonus for in spec

242 - 246p
+ 8p bonus for in spec

O+3 238 - 240p
+ 8p bonus for in spec

236 - 240p
+ 8p bonus for in spec

Cows 200 - 210p 200 - 210p

PPrriicceess ((SStteeeerrss aanndd hheeiiffeerrss ccoommbbiinneedd))
WW//EE 

2244//0077//1100
WW//EE 

3311//0077//1100
WW//EE 

0077//0088//1100
U3 260.6p 259.9p 259.7p
R3 256.4p 255.7p 254.2p

O+3 250.5p 249.8p 247.3p

THE MARKETS

The NI Cattle Prices Table has been amended to include more detail with prices for a
wider range of grades provided.  If you need further information on prices contact the
LMC Technical Department on 028 9263 3000.

UU33 QQuuoottee:: 224488--225522pp//kkgg

AAnnsswweerrpphhoonnee SSeerrvviiccee
FFaaccttoorryy QQuuootteess && 

MMaarrtt RReessuullttss 
UUppddaatteedd 55ppmm DDaaiillyy

NNeexxtt wweeeekk’’ss qquuootteess
aavvaaiillaabbllee eeaacchh FFrriiddaayy

TTeell::  002288 99226633 33001111

PRICES have been under pressure across the UK in recent
weeks and this trend continued last week in Scotland in
particular.  Last week in Scotland the average steer price

was 4.3p/kg lower than the previous week with U3 steer prices
1.4p/kg lower on average.  Heifer prices were down even more
sharply in Scotland, with average prices down by almost 6p/kg
and the U3 heifer price 2.1p/kg lower than the previous week.
Despite these price declines, Scottish prices remain considerably
higher than NI.  For example, the Scottish R3 steer price was over

20p/kg higher than the equivalent NI price last week. Average
young bull prices fell by 3.7p/kg in Scotland last week, a trend
which is reflected across GB regions.  Young bull prices were
4p/kg lower in Southern England.  P3 cow prices were generally
much higher in GB last week, with prices up by 5-10p/kg on the
previous week, while in Scotland P2 grade cows were down in
price by about 8p/kg.  

ROI & GB Price Comparisons

FFQQAASS HHeellpplliinnee
If you have had a recent
inspection and need help and
advice to rectify any non-
conformances, contact Seamus
on the FQAS helpline:
002288 99226633 33002244

Steer slaughterings 20% lower this July
.......lamb slaughterings down by 38% 

DDiidd yyoouu kknnooww??

IItt iiss rreeccoommmmeennddeedd tthhaatt
aadduullttss ccoonnssuummee rreedd
mmeeaatt tthhrreeee ttiimmeess aa

wweeeekk!!

FFoorr mmoorree iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn 
lloogg oonn ttoo wwwwww..llmmccnnii..ccoomm

NI CATTLE PRICES (W/E 07/08/2010)
Steers Heifers Young Bulls Cows

U2 254.2 256.1 249.0 -
U3 256.5 262.9 250.6 214.9
U4L 249.6 256.8 239.7 220.5
R2 248.6 246.1 242.9 220.0
R3 252.9 255.5 245.1 214.0
R4L 248.7 250.3 237.3 217.9
O+2 239.7 236.1 233.1 192.2
O+3 247.9 246.6 237.4 211.7
O+4L 240.1 239.7 233.4 212.7
O4L 238.9 230.2 - 200.8
P+2 - - - 174.8
P+3 - - - 185.3

Average 247.8 249.7 241.7 186.9

TTAABBLLEE 11.. NNII CCAATTTTLLEE AANNDD SSHHEEEEPP SSLLAAUUGGHHTTEERRIINNGGSS -- FFOOOODDCCHHAAIINN
JJuullyy YYeeaarr ttoo DDaattee

((55 wweeeekkss eennddeedd 3311//0077//1100)) ((5522 wweeeekkss eennddeedd 3311//0077//1100))
22000099 22001100 %% CChhaannggee AAuugg 0088 -- JJuull 0099 AAuugg 0099 -- JJuull 1100 %% CChhaannggee

CCAATTTTLLEE
Steers 14,389 11,445 -20% 172,427 170,341 -1%
Heifers 10,967 9,890 -10% 134,206 134,399 +0%
Young Bulls 6,683 9,662 +45% 47,177 71,241 +51%
TToottaall PPrriimmee CCaattttllee 32,039 30,997 -3% 353,810 375,981 +6%
Cows 7,891 6,904 -13% 80,621 83,817 +4%
Mature Bulls 529 1,344 +154% 3,805 11,423 +200%
Calves 34 364 +971% 619 599 -3%
TToottaall CCaattttllee 40,493 39,609 -2% 438,855 471,820 +8%
SSHHEEEEPP
Lambs & Hoggets 56,151 34,635 -38% 542,108 434,827 -20%
Ewes & Rams 6,855 5,226 -24% 67,194 63,527 -5%
TToottaall SShheeeepp 63,006 39,861 -37% 609,302 498,354 -18%

Source: DARD

FFiigguurree 22..  NNII CCaattttllee SSllaauugghhtteerriinnggss bbyy SSiirree
TTyyppee ((BBeeeeff // DDaaiirryy)) JJaann--JJuull 22000099 && 22001100

Continued on next page
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UK & ROI CATTLE PRICES (W/E 07/08/2010)

Scotland 
Northern 
England

Midlands 
& Wales

Southern
England 

Northern 
Ireland

Rep of 
Ireland

Steers

U3 277.0 267.0 267.8 258.9 256.5 256.5
R3 273.3 266.3 258.5 251.7 252.9 247.6
R4 275.1 273.5 261.8 251.2 248.4 246.7
O3 259.3 260.0 242.8 237.6 240.7 233.8

Average 271.4 267.2 256.5 244.6 247.8 -

Heifers

U3 279.1 271.7 264.6 260.3 262.9 265.6
R3 268.8 266.6 256.6 250.0 255.5 254.4
R4 273.0 264.0 259.3 249.2 249.8 252.5
O3 254.5 250.1 240.6 240.5 242.9 238.1

Average 269.0 261.0 254.0 243.9 249.7 -

Young 
Bulls

U3 262.6 254.2 256.8 257.7 250.6 259.1
R3 259.0 246.9 246.6 247.4 245.1 250.0
O3 230.0 226.7 227.2 236.2 231.3 238.7

Average 251.4 235.6 239.2 240.2 241.7 -
Prime Cattle 

Price Reported 5,103 5,352 5,683 3,895 5,185 -

Cows

O3 193.5 196.1 194.7 181.5 200.9 202.1
O4 198.4 197.9 192.4 183.5 206.1 203.6
P2 137.4 163.2 163.4 146.3 161.5 172.9
P3 168.2 182.7 176.8 167.0 181.8 196.3

Source: LMC Price Reporting





TRADE for lambs through the livestock marts remain strong
with similar prices to last week being reported. On
Tuesday there were 2,470 lambs in Gortin with prices

ranging from 315-375p/kg. Kilrea on Monday also reported a
brisk trade with 870 lambs being sold at a range of 328-
347p/kg, similar to last week’s sale where 900 lambs sold
between 330 and 352p/kg. The strong trade for cull ewes also
continues with several marts reporting prices in excess of £90.
Rathfriland on Tuesday had just under 300 ewes through the
ring, selling to a top of £100 for well fleshed Texel bred ewes.

LMC does not guarantee the accuracy
or completeness of any third party
information provided in or included
with this publication. LMC hereby
disclaims any responsibility for error,
omission or inaccuracy in the
information, misinterpretation or any
other loss, disappointment,
negligence or damage caused by
reliance on third party information.

NNoott ffoorr ffuurrtthheerr ppuubblliiccaattiioonn oorr
ddiissttrriibbuuttiioonn wwiitthhoouutt pprriioorr ppeerrmmiissssiioonn

ffrroomm  LLMMCC

CCoonnttaacctt uuss:: 

WWeebbssiittee:: wwwwww..llmmccnnii..ccoomm

TTeelleepphhoonnee:: 002288 99226633 33000000

FFaaxx:: 002288 99226633 33000011

FFQQAASS HHeellpplliinnee:: 002288 99226633 33002244

AAnnsswweerrpphhoonnee:: 002288 99226633 33001111

CCllaassssiiffiiccaattiioonn QQuueerriieess:: 002288 99226633 33001122

TThhiiss wweeeekk ’’ss mmaarrttss

TTeexxtt SSeerrvviiccee
FFrreeee PPrriiccee QQuuootteess sseenntt 
ttoo yyoouurr mmoobbiillee pphhoonnee 

ttwwiiccee wweeeekkllyy
EEmmaaiill -- bbuulllleettiinn@@llmmccnnii..ccoomm 

TTeell::  002288 99226633 33002200

Sheep Prices

Sheep

NNII AAvveerraaggee WWeeeekkllyy SShheeeepp PPrriiccee ((pp//kkgg CCWW))

NNII LLaammbb // HHooggggeett SSllaauugghhtteerriinnggss ((‘‘000000 hheeaadd ppeerr  wweeeekk))

BBeeeeff mmaarrttss ((££//110000kkgg  lliivveewweeiigghhtt)) ((SSeevveenn DDaayyss EEnnddiinngg 0099//0088//1100))
FFiinniisshheedd CCaattttllee SSttoorree CCaattttllee DDrrooppppeedd CCaallvveess ((££//hheeaadd))

ffrroomm ttoo ffrroomm ttoo ffrroomm ttoo
SStteeeerrss SSttoorree bbuulllloocckkss uupp ttoo 440000kkgg CCoonnttiinneennttaall bbuullll ccaallvveess
1st quality 150 168 1st quality 151 174
2nd quality 125 149 2nd quality 128 150 1st quality 250 360
Friesians 102 122 2nd quality 185 245

SSttoorree bbuulllloocckkss 440000kkgg--550000kkgg
HHeeiiffeerrss 1st quality 152 169 CCoonnttiinneennttaall hheeiiffeerr ccaallvveess
1st quality 150 195 2nd quality 130 151
2nd quality 125 149 1st quality 170 295

SSttoorree bbuulllloocckkss oovveerr 550000kkgg 2nd quality 110 168
BBeeeeff CCoowwss 1st quality 141 150

2nd quality 128 140 FFrriieessiiaann bbuullll ccaallvveess
1st quality 120 142
2nd quality 100 119 SSttoorree hheeiiffeerrss uupp ttoo 445500kkgg 1st quality 70 160

1st quality 148 166 2nd quality 32 68
DDaaiirryy CCoowwss 2nd quality 125 147

HHoollsstteeiinn BBuullll CCaallvveess
1st quality 92 107 SSttoorree hheeiiffeerrss oovveerr 445500kkgg 10 60
2nd quality 65 91 1st quality 144 153

2nd quality 124 143

PPAAIIDD PPRRIICCEESS ((AAvveerraaggee)) PP//KKgg 

WW//EE
2244//0077//22001100

WW//EE
3311//0077//22001100

WW//EE
0077//0088//22001100

NI Liveweight 319.52p 323.54p

NI Deadweight 342.13p 345.55p

GB Deadweight 356.4p 367.3p 368.9p

BEEF DEMAND UNDER SEASONAL
PRESSURE

THE MARKETS

LLaammbb qquuootteess 336600--337700pp//kkgg

In July 2010, 34% of young bulls slaughtered in NI
were dairy-sired.  This compares with only 21% in
the same period last year.  For the year to date,
dairy-sired stock has accounted for 39% of all
young-bulls slaughtered in the NI meat plants
(see Figure 2).  It goes without saying that with a
third of the July monthly prime cattle kill to be
young bulls and for a third of those to be dairy-
sired, must present a challenge for meat
processors as bull beef typically does not have
the same market potential as steer and heifer
beef.  Furthermore, the increased number of
dairy-bulls has contributed to the lower average
prime cattle prices as more bulls have killed in O
or P grades. 

CCoonnttiinnuueedd pprreessssuurree oonn tthhee sshheeeepp kkiillll
This July there has been a substantial decline in
the sheep kill compared to July 2010, with a 38%
reduction in the number of lambs slaughtered in
the NI plants.  This is a substantial reduction even
compared to the first half of the year when the
lamb kill was 27% lower than the first six months
of 2009.  

The reason for the lower kill may be partly linked
to the closure of Foyle Meat’s lamb processing
operation which has probably led to greater levels
of sheep exports.  Demand from the specialist
lamb processing plants in ROI has also been
particularly strong during this period.  In the first
fortnight of July 12,500 sheep were exported to
ROI.  This figure was 47% higher than the
corresponding two week period in 2010 

Steer
slaughterings 20%

lower in July

LLaammbb QQuuootteess

LLaasstt WWeeeekk 
0044//0088//1100

TThhiiss WWeeeekk 
1111//0088//1100

360p 360-370p

TRADE for lamb in the factories has remained firm this week
with the plants now quoting 360-370p/kg to 21kg. This is a
slight improvement from the 360p/kg quoted last week. The

increase in price comes off the back of the strong mart trade, firm
demand and tighter supply. Factory throughput has shown a
significant decrease this week with only 5,500 lambs slaughtered.
This is 1,960 head lower than the previous week - a 26% decline
when compared to the previous week.

Continued from previous page

SSHHEEEEPP MMAARRTT PPRRIICCEESS SSEEVVEENN DDAAYYSS EENNDDEEDD 1100//0088//22001100
LLaammbbss

NNoo.. FFrroomm TToo
Wednesday Ballymena 1238 320 364

Newtownstewart 637 310 351
Markethill 1180 320 376

Thursday Downpatrick 345 308 348
Friday Killeter 350 320 363

Saturday Hilltown 450 324 340
Donemana 1079 318 348
Swatragh 1014 327 354
Omagh 771 359 396

Monday Crumlin 1290 330 361
Kilrea 870 328 347
Gortin 2470 315 375

Tuesday Saintfield 651 325 360
Lisahally 1213 320 356

Rathfriland 1405 319 367
Armoy 944 326 350

OVER the last two months, farmgate returns for beef
cattle have been significantly reduced. In mid-June
the factories were quoting 262-264p/kg U3 steers

and heifers.  This week’s quotes are 12-14p lower at 248-
252p/kg.  This is a very sharp decline and one which
reflects the trade at this time of year.  Last year the
factories were quoting around 252-254p/kg at this time,
20p less than the corresponding trade in mid-June 2009.  

This summertime decline in farmgate beef prices in 2009
and 2010 probably reflects retail demand which tends to
hollow out during July.  In the four weeks ended 11 July
2010, the volume of beef purchased in GB was 36% lower
than at its peak in January.  This is clearly illustrated by
Figure 1 below.  

Seasonal factors are no doubt one reason for the
summertime decline in demand in GB.  Different
summertime eating habits, more relaxed household
routines and foreign holidays are all likely factors that
contribute to this slowdown in meat demand.  Another
factor which has probably contributed to the poorer
demand over the summer has been the higher retail beef
prices.  In the four weeks ended 11 July, the retail price of
beef was at its monthly highest level of the last four years
(Figure 2).  NI producers will be acutely aware that these
higher retail prices have occurred at a time when local
farmgate prices were coming under considerable
pressure.   

If anything, the data for the last four years, shows that the
seasonal swings in demand and expenditure (Figure 3)
for beef are becoming slightly more pronounced.  In this
environment, the summer time, will continue to be a
difficult time for beef producers and with recent prices
indicating that plants require fewer cattle at this time of
year, producers should be taking this into account when
deciding when to finish their cattle.  

FFiigguurree 33.. GGBB CCoonnssuummeerr EExxppeennddiittuurree oonn BBeeeeff
22000077--22001100 ((FFoouurr WWeeeekkllyy PPeerriiooddss))

FFiigguurree 22.. GGBB RReettaaiill PPrriiccee ooff BBeeeeff 
22000077--22001100 ((FFoouurr WWeeeekkllyy PPeerriiooddss))

FFiigguurree 11.. GGBB VVoolluummee DDeemmaanndd ffoorr BBeeeeff
22000077--22001100 ((FFoouurr WWeeeekkllyy PPeerriiooddss))
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