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URSORY glance at the slaughter figures for
July 2010 would suggest that cattle numbers
in NI were generally stable in comparison with

the equivalent figures for 2009. However, the

numbers in each of the different categories reveal a

changing picture. The slaughter figures for July 2010

reveal that total cattle slaughterings were 2% lower

this July compared to the previous July (see Figure

1). However, were it not for a substantial increase in

bull slaughterings (young and mature), the overall

picture would be radically different.

The steer kill this July was 20% lower than July 2009;
the heifer kill was 10% lower. By contrast, the young
bull kill was 45% higher and whereas last July it
accounted for 21% of the prime cattle kill, this July,
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Steer slaughterings 20% lower this July

.......l|amb slaughterings down by 38%

young bulls make up 31% of the prime Kkill. Steer
numbers have fallen by around 3,000 head, while
young bull numbers have increased by a similar
quantity.

The simplest explanation for this development is that
beef farmers who would previously have produced
steers, are keeping their male calves entire to benefit
from improved performance. This is probably a
consequence of tighter margins on steers and
increased awareness of the benefits of bull beef

Did you know?

It is recommended that
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meat three times a

week!
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TABLE 1. NI CATTLE AND SHEEP SLAUGHTERINGS - FOODCHAIN

July

(5 weeks ended 31/07/10)
% Change Aug08-Jul09 Aug09-Jul10 % Change

Year to Date
(52 weeks ended 31/07/10)

Comments:
bulletin@Imcni.com

2009 2010

CATTLE

Steers 14,389 11,445 -20%
Heifers 10,967 9,890 -10%
Young Bulls 6,683 9,662 +45%
Total Prime Cattle 32,039 30,997 -3%
Cows 7,891 6,904 -13%
Mature Bulls 529 1,344 +154%
Calves 34 364 +971%
Total Cattle 40,493 39,609 2%
SHEEP

Lambs & Hoggets 56,151 34,635 -38%
Ewes & Rams 6,855 5,226 -24%
Total Sheep 63,006 39,861 -37%

172,427 170,341 -1%
134,206 134,399 +0%
47,477 71,241 +51%
353,810 375,981 +6%
80,621 83,817 +4%
3,805 11,423 +200%
619 599 -3%
438,855 471,820 +8%
542,108 434,827 -20%
67,194 63,527 5%
609,302 498,354 -18%

Source: DARD

production. However, the increased number of young
bulls also draws our attention to the proportion of NI
beef production sourced from the dairy herd in 2009.
Young bull production is generally associated with
male dairy-sired calves. These animals are a by-
product of the dairy industry and with more of these
calves being registered and retained in NI in the last
two years, this has led to the number of dairy-sired
young bulls in the slaughter mix this July being
almost double that of July 2009.
Continued on next page
Figure 2. NI Cattle Slaughterings by Sire
Type (Beef / Dairy) Jan-Jul 2009 & 2010
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| ;Jeciding when to finish their catﬁe.

Finished Cattle Store Cattle Dropped Calves (£/head)
from to from to from to
Steers Store bullocks up to 400kg Continental bull calves
1st quality 150 168 1st quality 151 174
2nd quality 125 149 2nd quality 128 150 1st quality 250 360
Friesians 102 122 2nd quality 185 245
Store bullocks 400kg-500kg
Heifers 1st quality 152 169 Continental heifer calves
1st quality 150 195 2nd quality 130 151
2nd quality 125 149 1st quality 170 295
Store bullocks over 500kg 2nd quality 110 168
Beef Cows 1st quality 141 150
2nd quality 128 140 Friesian bull calves
1st quality 120 142
2nd quality 100 119 Store heifers up to 450kg 1st quality 70 160
1st quality 148 166 2nd quality 32 68
Dairy Cows 2nd quality 125 147
Holstein Bull Calves
1st quality 92 107 Store heifers over 450kg 10 60
2nd quality 65 91 1st quality 144 153
2nd quality 124 143
NI Lamb / Hogget Slaughterings (‘000 head per week)  Lamb quotes 360-370p/kg
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=x=RADE for lamb in the factories has remained firm this week
with the plants now quoting 360-370p/kg to 21kg. This is a
slight improvement from the 360p/kg quoted last week. The
increase in price comes off the back of the strong mart trade, firm
demand and tighter supply. Factory throughput has shown a
significant decrease this week with only 5,500 lambs slaughtered.
This is 1,960 head lower than the previous week - a 26% decline
when compared to the previous week.
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This week$ marts
TRADE for lambs through the livestock marts remain strong

with similar prices to last week being reported. On

Tuesday there were 2,470 lambs in Gortin with prices
ranging from 315-375p/kg. Kilrea on Monday also reported a
brisk trade with 870 lambs being sold at a range of 328-
347p/kg, similar to last week’s sale where 900 lambs sold
between 330 and 352p/kg. The strong trade for cull ewes also
continues with several marts reporting prices in excess of £90.
Rathfriland on Tuesday had just under 300 ewes through the
ring, selling to a top of £100 for well fleshed Texel bred ewes.

NI Average Weekly Sheep Price (p/kg CW)

Sheep Prices

| Lamb Quotes |

Last Week This Week
04/08/10 11/08/10
360p 360-370p
| PAID PRICES (Average) P/Kg |
W/E W/E W/E
24/07/2010 31/07/2010 07/08/2010
NI Liveweight 319.52p 323.54p
NI Deadweight 342.13p 345.55p
GB Deadweight 356.4p 367.3p 368.9p
| SHEEP MART PRICES SEVEN DAYS ENDED 10/08/2010 |
Lambs
No. From To
Wednesday Ballymena 1238 320 364
Newtownstewart 637 310 351
Markethill 1180 320 376
Thursday Downpatrick 345 308 348
Friday Killeter 350 320 363
Saturday Hilltown 450 324 340
Donemana 1079 318 348
Swatragh 1014 327 354
Omagh 771 359 396
Monday Crumlin 1290 330 361
Kilrea 870 328 347
Gortin 2470 315 375
Tuesday Saintfield 651 325 360
Lisahally 1213 320 356
Rathfriland 1405 319 367
Armoy 944 326 350




