
Local lamb producers have endured some sharp
reductions in price in recent weeks which have
caused them to question the sustainability of

lamb production.  Current market conditions appear
even more severe when compared with the strong
farmgate prices available in the spring when early
lamb prices exceeded 500p/kg in some weeks.  As it
is the time of year for turning in the tups for early
lamb production, farmers will be keen to hear
whether the market environment of spring 2009 will
be recreated in 2010.  Some of the answers may lie
in New Zealand, the world’s biggest sheep meat
exporter. One of the key factors that drove higher
prices in the spring was reduced global lamb supplies
due to declining exports from New Zealand. With the
New Zealand lambing season peaking in September,
Meat and Wool New Zealand (MWNZ) have published
forecasts on the prospects for their lamb exports in
2010 and the early indications are that volumes may
fall again in 2010. 

DDrroouugghhtt ccaauusseedd rreedduucceedd eexxppoorrttss iinn eeaarrllyy 22000099
New Zealand sheep numbers are currently at their
lowest level in 50 years following last year’s drought
in the North Island which caused reduced lambing
percentages, greater culling and consequently a
decline in the number of ewes mated.  The drought
was also a catalyst for many sheep farmers to exit the
industry and move into milk production and arable
farming.  The drought had a significant impact on
New Zealand lamb exports in the first six months of
2009.  Total exports fell by six per cent to 186,000
tonnes for the first half of the year, a decline of
12,000 tonnes from the same period in 2008.  

With supplies tight and prices strong, New Zealand
exporters focused strongly on price premium markets
such as the UK and France where the volume of New
Zealand imports held up more strongly than other
importing countries.  However, UK imports from New
Zealand were still down 3.5 per cent. This reduced
availability coupled with the higher global price
certainly contributed to the higher farmgate prices in
NI earlier in 2009.  In this respect it is useful to look
at current developments in New Zealand to help
determine the market potential in 2010. 

IImmpprroovveedd bbrreeeeddiinngg rraatteess tthhiiss sseeaassoonn
According to MWNZ’s annual stock survey, breeding
rates have recovered following last year’s drought.

The levy body forecasts that total lamb numbers may
rise by around two per cent to 27.8m in 2009
reflecting these improved lambing percentages.
However, despite this increase in the lamb crop, it is
possible that exports could fall further next season. 

RReessttoocckkiinngg ccoouulldd rreedduuccee eexxppoorrttss iinn 22001100
MWNZ suggest that slightly higher ewe lamb
retentions by farmers keen to rebuild their flocks this
season may cause the export kill to fall two per cent
to a 46 year low.  This means that the export kill could
be as low as 21 million lambs in the year starting
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This week beef prices have firmed slightly with the
factories having increased quotes for U3 grade prime
cattle by two pence since last week. The factories are

now quoting 254-256 for U3 grade cattle, however, there
are reports of better prices being available. 

Last week’s reported prices reflected the sense that prices
are stabilising with improved prices for some grades of
cattle.  U3 prices were similar to the previous week, however,
O4 prices were up strongly for steers, heifers and young
bulls. 

Cow prices were down again last week with plain cows down
by around 5-6 pence per kilo.  However, factory quotes for
cows have recovered some ground this week with 210p/kg
available for good cows.

Imports for direct slaughter from ROI continue to boost
slaughter numbers in NI.  Last week over 1,000 head were
imported bringing imports for the last four weeks to 3,500
head.  While some cattle are being exported to ROI and GB
for direct slaughter, this trade remains small.  Last week 375
head were exported on the hoof for slaughter in ROI and GB.
Over the last four weeks just under 1,000 head of NI cattle
have been bought by plants in GB and ROI, less than a third
of the cattle that have been imported from ROI. 

IN the week ending 1st August NI cattle prices continued to fall
along with prices in the other GB regions with the exception of
Scotland.  The price differential between NI and Scotland is

highlighted by the gap between R4 steer prices in the two regions
which widened to 40p/kg in the last week of July.  This will be a
concern for NI producers and may encourage more farmers to

identify markets in Scotland.  Young bull prices in ROI continue
to be much stronger in comparison with steer and heifer prices
and the better prices on offer there may cause more farmers to
consider the cost benefits of producing bull beef. 

RoI and GB price comparisons

Diary dates

Comments:
bulletin@lmcni.com

FFQQAASS LLiiaaiissoonn OOffffiicceerr – not sure
what you need for your
inspection?

Had an inspection and you’re not
sure how to deal with the action
points?

Linda will be at the following
marts next week:

DDaayy WWeeeekk CCoommmmeenncciinngg
1177//0088//0099

Tuesday Kilrea

Wednesday Fane Valley

Thursday Enniskillen

NNootteess 
(i) Prices are p/kg Sterling;ROI prices converted at 1 Euro=  85.93p Stg. 
(ii) ROI prices are exclusive of 5.2% VAT. 
(iii) “4” includes 4L/4H; “O” includes O+/O/O-. “U” includes U+/U/U-:“P” includes
P+/P/P-
(iv) Prices are the total price paid inclusive of bonuses and top-ups.  
(v) Sources: AHDB, LMC & Irish Dept of Agriculture.
(vi) Approximately 79% of NI and 60% of GB prime cattle are price reported.  
(vii) The average price displayed is the average price across all grades of cattle.
(viii) Shaded areas indicate a reduction on the price reported in the previous Bulletin.
For ROI, the shading applies to the original price quoted in Euros.
(ix) All prices are based on the UK Dressing Specification. ROI prices have
been converted using the appropriate coefficients. 

Cattle

NNII CClleeaann CCaattttllee SSllaauugghhtteerriinnggss ((‘‘000000 hheeaadd ppeerr  wweeeekk))

NNII AAvveerraaggee WWeeeekkllyy CClleeaann CCaattttllee PPrriiccee ((pp//kkgg CCWW))
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AAnnsswweerrpphhoonnee SSeerrvviiccee

FFaaccttoorryy QQuuootteess && 
MMaarrtt RReessuullttss 

UUppddaatteedd 55ppmm DDaaiillyy

NNeexxtt wweeeekk’’ss qquuootteess
aavvaaiillaabbllee eeaacchh FFrriiddaayy

TTeell::  002288 99226633 33001111

Possible reduction in New Zealand lamb
exports in 2010

UK & ROI CATTLE PRICES (W/E 31/07/2009)

Scotland 
Northern 
England

Midlands 
& Wales

Southern
England 

Northern 
Ireland

Rep of 
Ireland

Steers

U3 287.2 273.3 270.6 268.9 256.7 251.3
R3 283.9 273.1 261.2 262.4 251.2 243.0
R4 287.3 279.7 262.4 263.2 247.9 243.0
O3 269.1 265.0 247.3 250.4 242.4 232.1

Average 282.9 274.3 257.0 256.0 248.6 -

Heifers

U3 289.4 278.2 270.0 267.9 258.3 253.4
R3 279.6 275.5 260.5 259.2 252.5 248.3
R4 285.0 271.6 259.6 261.0 250.1 248.8
O3 268.9 275.4 246.0 250.4 243.1 235.1

Average 281.3 271.9 254.9 253.9 249.3 -

Young 
Bulls

U3 276.3 262.9 263.4 266.1 257.4 271.9
R3 273.4 256.7 255.7 260.9 250.7 261.6
O3 257.0 241.0 244.4 245.2 237.5 230.7

Average 271.0 252.2 255.1 253.6 250.4 -
Prime Cattle 

Price Reported 5,741 4,615 3,731 3,400 4,601 -

Cows

O3 196.9 205.1 189.4 172.0 193.3 188.1
O4 197.2 206.6 186.8 184.3 198.5 188.9
P2 131.9 163.1 161.8 141.1 156.9 164.9
P3 156.5 186.2 168.1 158.6 176.2 182.2

Beef prices stabilisingNNII CCAATTTTLLEE PPRRIICCEESS ((WW//EE 0077//0088//22000099))
Steers Heifers Young Bulls Cows

U3 256.9 257.7 255.9 -
U4 251.1 252.2 - -
R3 250.5 252.9 250.4 -
R4 248.0 250.3 - -
O3 241.1 241.0 241.2 192.3
O4 244.1 242.4 - 198.1
P2 - - - 151.4
P3 - - - 177.0

Average 248.2 248.6 249.1 182.5

2007/2008 prices adjusted to provide a like-for-like comparison with prices
calculated under the new UK Dressing Specification. 

CCaattttllee QQuuootteess
LLaasstt WWeeeekk
0055//0088//0088

TThhiiss WWeeeekk
1122//0088//0099

U3 252-254p 254-256p
R3 246-248p 248-250p

O+3 240-242p 242-244p
Cows 200-205p 202-210p

PPrriicceess ((SStteeeerrss aanndd hheeiiffeerrss ccoommbbiinneedd))

WW//EE 
2244//0077//0099

WW//EE 
3311//0077//0099

WW//EE 
0077//0088//0099

U3 263.3p 257.5p 257.3p

R3 259.3p 251.9p 251.7p

O+3 249.2p 242.8p 241.1p

NNeeww ZZeeaallaanndd SShheeeepp MMeeaatt EExxppoorrttss,, JJaann--JJuunn
2007 2008 2009

000 Tonnes
TToottaall LLaammbb ((ffrrss//ffrrzz)) 119999..00 119977..66 118866..00
to: EU 101.8 103.7 97.7
Of Which UK 50.2 49.3 48.4

France 13.7 14.5 14.5
Germany 12.8 13.5 11.5

to non-EU 97.2 93.9 88.3
Of Which China 15.1 16.1 19.5

Saudi Arabia 15.8 14.1 11.3
United States 10.5 9.4 9.2

TToottaall MMuuttttoonn ((ffrrss//ffrrzz)) 4411..22 6600..88 4466..11
to: EU 17.3 19.4 20.4
Of Which UK 6.6 8.5 9.4

Germany 5.3 5.8 6.2
to non-EU 23.9 41.4 25.7
Source: Statistics New Zealand, GTIS
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NNeeww ZZeeaallaanndd BBrreeeeddiinngg SShheeeepp NNuummbbeerrss

Note: 2009 figure is estimate
Source: Meat & Wool New Zealand Economic Service.
Statistics New Zealand. 

Continued on next page
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LMC does not guarantee the accuracy
or completeness of any third party
information provided in or included
with this publication. LMC hereby
disclaims any responsibility for error,
omission or inaccuracy in the
information, misinterpretation or any
other loss, disappointment,
negligence or damage caused by
reliance on third party information

NNoott ffoorr ffuurrtthheerr ppuubblliiccaattiioonn oorr
ddiissttrriibbuuttiioonn wwiitthhoouutt pprriioorr ppeerrmmiissssiioonn

ffrroomm LLMMCC

CCoonnttaacctt uuss:: 

WWeebbssiittee:: wwwwww..llmmccnnii..ccoomm

TTeelleepphhoonnee:: 002288 99226633 33000000

FFaaxx:: 002288 99226633 33000011

FFQQAASS HHeellpplliinnee:: 002288 99226633 33002244

AAnnsswweerrpphhoonnee:: 002288 99226633 33001111

CCllaassssiiffiiccaattiioonn QQuueerriieess:: 002288 99226633 33001122

IN early trading this week prices are up across most of the
marts.  In Kilrea this week, the reported price was 288-
298p/kg, up from 247-294p/kg last week.  In Saintfield the

price was up from 239-265 last week to 270-309p/kg this
week.  The improvement in mart prices have followed increased
exports of sheep for direct slaughter to ROI.  In the last three
weeks, exports have on average been 2,300 head higher than
in the first three weeks of July. 

TThhiiss wweeeekk ’’ss mmaarrttss

TTeexxtt SSeerrvviiccee
FFrreeee PPrriiccee QQuuootteess sseenntt 
ttoo yyoouurr mmoobbiillee pphhoonnee 

eeaacchh wweeeekk 
EEmmaaiill -- bbuulllleettiinn@@llmmccnnii..ccoomm 

TTeell::  002288 99226633 33002200

Sheep Prices

Having quoted 280p/kg for lambs last week, most factories
have raised their quotes early this week.  At the beginning
of the week most factories were quoting 290p/kg and by

mid-week several of the plants had increased quotes to 295-
300p/kg.  This upward pressure on prices follows a better trade
in the marts early in the week and events in GB where the
reported price was up by 5p to 315p/kg last week.  

Sheep

NNII AAvveerraaggee WWeeeekkllyy SShheeeepp PPrriiccee ((pp//kkgg CCWW))

NNII SShheeeepp SSllaauugghhtteerriinnggss ((‘‘000000 hheeaadd ppeerr  wweeeekk))

REDUCTION IN STORE EXPORTS INCREASES
CATTLE AVAILABILITY IN NI

BBeeeeff mmaarrttss ((££//110000kkgg  lliivveewweeiigghhtt)) ((SSeevveenn DDaayyss EEnnddiinngg 1100//0088//0099))
FFiinniisshheedd CCaattttllee SSttoorree CCaattttllee DDrrooppppeedd CCaallvveess ((££//hheeaadd))

ffrroomm ttoo ffrroomm ttoo ffrroomm ttoo
SStteeeerrss SSttoorree bbuulllloocckkss uupp ttoo 440000kkgg CCoonnttiinneennttaall bbuullll ccaallvveess
1st quality 140 169 1st quality 155 184
2nd quality 128 149 2nd quality 130 154 1st quality 222 330
Friesians 100 130 2nd quality 140 238

SSttoorree bbuulllloocckkss 440000kkgg--550000kkgg
HHeeiiffeerrss 1st quality 143 176 CCoonnttiinneennttaall hheeiiffeerr ccaallvveess
1st quality 145 174 2nd quality 128 142
2nd quality 125 149 1st quality 150 275

SSttoorree bbuulllloocckkss oovveerr 550000kkgg 2nd quality 75 155
BBeeeeff CCoowwss 1st quality 140 160

2nd quality 125 140 FFrreessiiaann bbuullll ccaallvveess
1st quality 108 135
2nd quality 88 117 SSttoorree hheeiiffeerrss uupp ttoo 445500kkgg 1st quality 50 118

1st quality 130 170 2nd quality 25 78
DDaaiirryy CCoowwss 2nd quality 110 143

HHoollsstteeiinn BBuullll CCaallvveess
1st quality 85 105 SSttoorree hheeiiffeerrss oovveerr 445500kkgg 2 80
2nd quality 60 89 1st quality 135 162

2nd quality 120 138

LLaammbb QQuuootteess

LLaasstt  WWeeeekk
0055//0088//0099

TThhiiss WWeeeekk
1122//0088//0099

Lamb 280p 295-300p

PPAAIIDD PPRRIICCEESS ((AAvveerraaggee)) PP//KKgg 

WW//EE 
2244//0077//0099

WW//EE 
3311//0077//0099

WW//EE 
0077//0088//0099

NI Liveweight 274.3p 255.8p 253.1p

NI Deadweight 300.2p 290.0p 283.2p

GB Deadweight 315.0p 310.0p 315.2p

October 1.   The extent to which farmers will
rebuild their flocks in 2010 in New Zealand is
difficult to predict.  Lamb prices there are at
their highest in 15 years as a result of tight
global supplies and the better prices on offer
has already tempted hard pressed producers
to sell rather than restock.  However, if New
Zealand farmers choose to forgo these better
prices and retain more lambs for breeding
there may be some short-term benefits to NI
producers.

SShhoorrtt tteerrmm bbeenneeffiittss ffrroomm NNZZ rreessttoocckkiinngg
Any collective decision by New Zealand
farmers to restock may have an impact on NI
prices.  As the world’s largest exporter, New
Zealand lamb availability has a significant
effect on global prices.  Given that the country
supplies such a large volume of lamb to the
GB market, the impact of events in New
Zealand on NI prices is likely to be even
greater again. Therefore it is reasonable to
expect that reduced exports from New
Zealand could help recreate the market
environment that allowed prices to rise
strongly in NI in the spring of 2009.  However,
producers should bear in mind that lamb
prices are determined by demand as well as
supply and weakening demand has been a
feature of the market in recent times.  In the
longer term, restocking in New Zealand will
ultimately lead to increased lamb availability
and this has the potential to bring about more
stability in global prices.  

Possible reduction in New
Zealand lamb exports in

2010

Factories raise quotes this week

IN the year to May 2009 there have been changes in
the NI import and export trade of store and breeding
cattle which have consequences for the availability

of cattle for slaughter for 2009-2011. Significant
increases in the volume of cattle imported from ROI
and reduced exports to countries outside the British
Isles have helped increase the number of cattle
available for slaughter in NI in 2009. 

In the first five months of 2008 NI was a net exporter
of cattle with net exports of around 8,000 head for the
period concerned.  This situation has been reversed in
2009. In the period from Jan-May this year, NI was a
net importer of store and breeding cattle with just
under 1,000 head imported.  

In 2008 and 2009, the main source for cattle imports

has been ROI.  In the first five months of 2008 ROI
accounted for over 6,000 head or 77 per cent of total
imports.  In Jan-May 2009, imports from ROI cattle
increased to 8,000 head.  This increase in imports
from ROI has compensated for the fact that producers’
have voluntarily ceased the import trade from GB which
has fallen by 90 per cent due to blue tongue concerns.  

On the export side, numbers going to GB and ROI are
similar to the first five months of 2009.  The major
change in 2009 has been a sharp fall in the number of
store and breeding cattle exported to destinations
outside the British Isles.  In the first five months of
2008 over 10,000 cattle (mainly calves) were exported
to countries outside the UK and Ireland.  In the same
period in 2009, the corresponding figure was less than
1,500, a decline of 87 per cent.  

Continued from previous page
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IImmppoorrttss aanndd EExxppoorrtt DDeessttiinnaattiioonn ooff SSttoorree aanndd BBrreeeeddiinngg CCaattttllee NNII,, JJaann--MMaayy

Source: DARD

SSHHEEEEPP MMAARRTT PPRRIICCEESS SSEEVVEENN DDAAYYSS EENNDDEEDD 1111//0088//22000099

LLaammbbss

NNoo.. FFrroomm TToo

Wednesday Ballymena 1211 242 284

Newtownstewart 546 247 272

Markethill 620 245 281

Saturday Swatragh 475 275 297

Monday Crumlin 1212 247 288

Kilrea 760 282 298

Gortin 1120 275 305

Tuesday Saintfield 715 270 309

Lisahally 1227 283 307

Rathfriland 811 260 300

Source: AHDB, Agra Europe




