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art|0|pants in the Northern Ireland Beef & Lamb

Farm Quality Assurance Scheme (FQAS) will be

recelvmg through the post in the next few days
a pack of new documentation pertaining to the
scheme. The centre piece of this mailing is an
updated version of the FQAS Product Standard (April
2010 edition), the individual codes with which
participants must demonstrate conformance, in
order to become certified approved producers. The
existing scheme standard has been in effect for the
last seven years and as there have been various
changes to legislation, codes of practice, market
requirements and industry needs during this time, it
was agreed by the Scheme Standard Setting
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Committee that an amended modernised standard
should be produced and implemented to underpin
the FQAS beef and lamb position in the marketplace.

The main changes that will be evident to producers in
the new Product Standard will be the layout and
wording. The 2010 edition has been developed in co-
operation with most of the other UK beef and lamb
farm quality assurance schemes recognised as
equivalent to the Red Tractor Scheme (operated by
Assured Food Standards) and eligible to carry the Red
Tractor Logo. Collectively these schemes have agreed
to follow a common form of wording in their
respective standards, allowing for regional variations
in implementation (for example in Northern Ireland
participants notify births, deaths and movements of
cattle to APHIS whereas in GB the central database
is BCMS).

NI FQAS has also responded (in the 2010 edition) to
wider industry concerns about the dioxin incident at
the end of 2008 by discontinuing the permitted use
of warranty declarations for the purchase of animal
feed materials from non-assured merchants; has
introduced a requirement where any home grown or
farm purchased feed grain which goes through a
drying process must come from an assured source;
and has introduced a requirement for all participants
to sign a declaration that all externally sourced
feedstuffs are recorded in totality in their feed

records. All amendments to the FQAS requirements
which have been made are clearly highlighted and
explained in the April 2010 Product Standard booklet
and accompanying Spring 2010 FQAS Newsletter and
participants should familiarise themselves with these
in advance of their next FQAS farm inspection. From
1 June 2010, inspections will be to the requirements
of the 2010 Product Standard.

It is worth re-emphasising the importance of FQAS
participation in gaining access to premium GB
markets for beef and sheep meat, especially under
the auspice of the Red Tractor Scheme highlighted
above. The Red Tractor Logo (which at the end of
2009 featured on product with a UK annual retail
sales value of over £10 billion) is licensed for use by
processor members of FQAS by Assured Food
Standards and is in increasing demand from
retailers, food companies and food service
businesses across the UK.

The value of this market is clearly well understood by
FQAS participants as in the last full calendar year
(2009) a record 92% of the Northern Ireland
produced domestic clean cattle kill was Farm Quality
Assured. Participants have to be congratulated for
their efforts in such an achievement and should look
to continue building upon this success in 2010.
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Sheep Prices

Finished Cattle Store Cattle Dropped Calves (£/head)
from to from to from to
Steers Store bullocks up to 400kg Continental bull calves Lamb Quotes
1st quality 145 170 1st quality 170 233 .
ond quality 125 147 2nd quality 145 185  1st quality 225 360 (';‘;to‘g’efg 1’2"50";9;(';
Friesians 105 127 2nd quality 125 242 /05/ /05/
Store bullocks 400kg-500kg
Heifers 1st quality 162 221 Continental heifer calves Hoggets 400 -410p 400-410p
1st quality 140 172 2nd quality 135 177 Spring Lamb 440 - 460p 440 - 460p
2nd quality 120 144 1st quality 165 300
torquaity 1 R e | enpercsspversmeke |
Beef Cows 1st quality 150 187 PAID PRICES (Average) P/Kg
2nd quality 128 150 Friesian bull calves
1st quality 115 142 W/E W/E W/E
2nd quality 100 122 Store heifers up to 450kg 1st quality 65 195 - 24/04/2010  01/05/2010  08/05/2010
1st quality 155 251 2nd quality 30 100 NI Liveweight 387.6p 406.3p 405.5p
Dairy Cows 2nd quality 130 171 ) NI Deadweight 439.9p 420.0p 424.3p
Holstein Bull Calves ]
1st quality 87 110  Store heifers over 450kg 2 100 GB Deadweight 431.6p 430.5p 431.9p
2nd quality 48 88 1st quality 148 241 « . ) .
2nd quality 108 149 Combined Prices for hoggets and spring lambs

| SHEEP MART PRICES SEVEN DAYS ENDED 11/05/2010 |
Spring lambs 440-460p/kg

NI Lamb / Hogget Slaughterings (‘000 head per week) No. From To | No. From To
HIS week, with strong prices in the marts, NI plants have
187 ---e--- 2002 200 010 been quoting higher prices for spring lambs. One plant is Wednesday ~ Ballymena =~ 207 330 381 | 256 400 460
continuing to quote 440p/kg while two others have raised
~ vt -.--- . their quotes to 460p/kg. The NI lamb kill was low during April; Newtownstewart 65 | 41 | 440
12 I Y S W however, numbers have started to recover in recent weeks. Last Markethill 150 320 377 | 300 410 444
R B [ N ! week, NI meat plants slaughtered 6,250 lambs compared to less i
. o ] Ii than 5,000 head the previous week. This represents an increase Thursday ~ Downpatrick 75 325 375 | 55 405 435
A of 29%. The factories are continuing to quote 400-410p/kg for )
hoggets although numbers are dwindling at this stage. Saturday Hilltown 50 | 335 365 | 80 408 436
4 Swatragh 150 358 400 | 120 440 488
DJ F WA J J & 5 0 M D NI Average Weekly Sheep Price (p/kg CW) Omagh 38 349 389 | 140 402 434
. - - s I‘JB X
This week$s marts \ e Monday Crumlin 66 330 380 302 430 470
T the sheep marts this week prices were very strong and e —20I0 ) Kilrea 110 370 387 | 190 450 480
well up from the previous week. There were more lambs e V;' i
through the rings over the last week, with bigger sales in e 5 Gortin 541 435 510

Crumlin, Gortin and Rathfriland early in the week. At Saintfield
on Tuesday, spring lambs made 429-473p/kg, up from 390-
435p/kg last week. Similarly, in Rathfriland, lamb prices
ranged from 422- 475p/kg, up from 400-452p/kg last week.

e C Tuesday Saintfield 80 360 455 | 244 429 473
Lisahally 160 445 495
F M AMJ 1 A 5 D HD Rathfriland 343 422 475




