
Participants in the Northern Ireland Beef & Lamb
Farm Quality Assurance Scheme (FQAS) will be
receiving through the post in the next few days

a pack of new documentation pertaining to the
scheme. The centre piece of this mailing is an
updated version of the FQAS Product Standard (April
2010 edition), the individual codes with which
participants must demonstrate conformance, in
order to become certified approved producers. The
existing scheme standard has been in effect for the
last seven years and as there have been various
changes to legislation, codes of practice, market
requirements and industry needs during this time, it
was agreed by the Scheme Standard Setting

Committee that an amended modernised standard
should be produced and implemented to underpin
the FQAS beef and lamb position in the marketplace.

The main changes that will be evident to producers in
the new Product Standard will be the layout and
wording. The 2010 edition has been developed in co-
operation with most of the other UK beef and lamb
farm quality assurance schemes recognised as
equivalent to the Red Tractor Scheme (operated by
Assured Food Standards) and eligible to carry the Red
Tractor Logo. Collectively these schemes have agreed
to follow a common form of wording in their
respective standards, allowing for regional variations
in implementation (for example in Northern Ireland
participants notify births, deaths and movements of
cattle to APHIS whereas in GB the central database
is BCMS). 

NI FQAS has also responded (in the 2010 edition) to
wider industry concerns about the dioxin incident at
the end of 2008 by discontinuing the permitted use
of warranty declarations for the purchase of animal
feed materials from non-assured merchants; has
introduced a requirement where any home grown or
farm purchased feed grain which goes through a
drying process must come from an assured source;
and has introduced a requirement for all participants
to sign a declaration that all externally sourced
feedstuffs are recorded in totality in their feed

records. All amendments to the FQAS requirements
which have been made are clearly highlighted and
explained in the April 2010 Product Standard booklet
and accompanying Spring 2010 FQAS Newsletter and
participants should familiarise themselves with these
in advance of their next FQAS farm inspection. From
1 June 2010, inspections will be to the requirements
of the 2010 Product Standard. 

It is worth re-emphasising the importance of FQAS
participation in gaining access to premium GB
markets for beef and sheep meat, especially under
the auspice of the Red Tractor Scheme highlighted
above. The Red Tractor Logo (which at the end of
2009 featured on product with a UK annual retail
sales value of over £10 billion) is licensed for use by
processor members of FQAS by Assured Food
Standards and is in increasing demand from
retailers, food companies and food service
businesses across the UK. 

The value of this market is clearly well understood by
FQAS participants as in the last full calendar year
(2009) a record 92% of the Northern Ireland
produced domestic clean cattle kill was Farm Quality
Assured.  Participants have to be congratulated for
their efforts in such an achievement and should look
to continue building upon this success in 2010.
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All reported prices and quotes based on the UK Dressing Spec.

AT the start of this week most of the factories reduced their
quotes for U3 steers and heifers by 4-6p/kg and are now
quoting a base price of 264p/kg.  This is 6-8p/kg less

than the 270-272p/kg quoted in the last week of April.

These reduced quotes follow a period during which there was
larger than expected cattle kill.  In the last three weeks of April,
the kill averaged 10,000 head per week (the corresponding
figure for last year was less than 8,500 head).  This may
provide one explanation as to why prices are under pressure.
Slaughter figures have also been strong in GB throughout the
spring and this has led to pressure on prices there over the
last few months (see below).  It does appear that slaughter
numbers are beginning to ease back in NI.  There has been
reduced throughput in each of the last two weeks and last
week’s total cattle kill was 13% lower than the previous week
with prime cattle throughput down by 12% and cow numbers
down by 27%.  

Last week’s reported prices show that average prime cattle
prices were reduced compared to the previous week, with
average steer prices 1.8p/kg lower and average heifer prices
1.3p/kg lower.  Average cow prices were up by 6p/kg.  

Diary Dates

Comments:
bulletin@lmcni.com

Notes: 
(i) Prices are p/kg Sterling - ROI prices converted at 1 Euro=86.77p Stg. 
(ii)Shading indicates a reduction on price reported in the previous bulletin. 
Further explanatory notes on these tables are available on request. 

Cattle

NNII CClleeaann CCaattttllee SSllaauugghhtteerriinnggss ((‘‘000000 hheeaadd ppeerr  wweeeekk))

NNII AAvveerraaggee WWeeeekkllyy CClleeaann CCaattttllee PPrriiccee ((pp//kkgg CCWW))

2007/2008 prices adjusted to provide a like-for-like comparison with
prices calculated under the new UK Dressing Specification. 

CCaattttllee QQuuootteess
LLaasstt WWeeeekk
0055//0055//1100

TThhiiss WWeeeekk
1122//0055//1100

U3 268p - 270p
+ 8p bonus for in spec

264p 
+ 8p bonus for in spec

R3 262p - 264p
+ 8p bonus for in spec

258p
+ 8p bonus for in spec

O+3 256p - 258p
+ 8p bonus for in spec

252p
+ 8p bonus for in spec

Cows 210 - 220p 210 - 220p

PPrriicceess ((SStteeeerrss aanndd hheeiiffeerrss ccoommbbiinneedd))
WW//EE 

2244//0044//1100
WW//EE 

0011//0055//1100
WW//EE 

0088//0055//1100
U3 274.9p 276.9p 273.9p
R3 271.2p 271.2p 270.0p

O+3 265.7p 264.9p 263.2p

THE MARKETS

The NI Cattle Prices Table has been amended to include more detail with prices for a
wider range of grades provided.  If you need further information on prices contact the
LMC Technical Department on 028 9263 3000.

NI CATTLE PRICES (W/E 08/05/2010)
Steers Heifers Young Bulls Cows

U2 266.2 270.9 266.5 -
U3 271.0 276.6 266.2 230.5
U4L 263.8 270.5 262.4 223.2
R2 261.7 264.2 258.7 208.4
R3 269.0 271.0 259.7 225.2
R4L 263.7 265.6 260.1 225.0
O+2 258.3 259.5 251.8 215.1
O+3 264.7 261.7 253.8 222.6
O+4L 261.3 256.1 264.0 223.2

O3 254.3 250.7 249.8 209.8
O4L 252.9 248.4 260.0 211.5
P+2 - - - 170.1
P+3 - - - 196.1

Average 264.1 266.2 256.3 202.4

UK & ROI CATTLE PRICES (W/E 01/05/2010)

Scotland 
Northern 
England

Midlands 
& Wales

Southern
England 

Northern 
Ireland

Rep of 
Ireland

Steers

U3 283.7 277.1 277.6 273.6 274.7 263.0
R3 281.4 274.2 267.0 265.2 270.5 253.8
R4 283.3 280.1 268.0 264.1 266.9 253.0
O3 269.1 262.6 255.6 251.9 259.7 237.3

Average 281.4 275.2 265.8 256.6 265.9 -

Heifers

U3 285.5 278.7 277.7 272.5 279.0 271.0
R3 281.1 273.4 265.5 264.3 271.9 259.1
R4 282.7 274.0 267.1 262.0 267.7 258.9
O3 264.0 262.5 252.5 253.3 260.0 242.7

Average 280.7 270.5 264.2 255.2 267.4 -

Young 
Bulls

U3 274.6 265.0 266.1 269.3 268.0 262.9
R3 270.6 257.0 258.9 262.5 261.1 255.6
O3 245.1 237.7 244.8 245.8 251.5 240.4

Average 259.3 246.8 252.0 248.3 256.8 -
Prime Cattle 

Price Reported 7,673 5,729 6,212 4,152 5,799 -

Cows

O3 211.7 216.8 214.6 202.7 208.7 216.3
O4 214.0 218.1 213.3 198.9 213.2 218.1
P2 163.9 176.1 188.1 168.4 160.5 192.5
P3 176.8 200.4 180.4 183.4 190.0 209.0

RReedduucceedd CCaattttllee QQuuootteess

AAnnsswweerrpphhoonnee SSeerrvviiccee

FFaaccttoorryy QQuuootteess && 
MMaarrtt RReessuullttss 

UUppddaatteedd 55ppmm DDaaiillyy
NNeexxtt wweeeekk’’ss qquuootteess

aavvaaiillaabbllee eeaacchh FFrriiddaayy

TTeell::  002288 99226633 33001111

IN the week ending 1st May, average steer and heifer prices in
Scotland were up very marginally compared to the previous
week, while young bull prices increased by around 2p/kg.

However, in England and Wales, average steer and heifer prices
continued to fall by 0.5 - 1p/kg.  In Southern England the average
heifer price was 2p/kg lower compared to the previous week.  In
Northern England, there was a sharp decline in the reported
price of U3 steers and heifers of around 4p/kg compared to the

previous week.  This meant that the U3 heifer price in Northern
Ireland was slightly higher than the equivalent prices in Northern
and Midland England but around 6.5p/kg lower than the Scottish
U3 heifer price.  This is the narrowest level that the differential
has been in some time. 

ROI & GB Price Comparisons

FFQQAASS HHeellpplliinnee
If you have had a recent
inspection and need help and
advice to rectify any non-
conformances, contact Seamus
on the FQAS helpline:
002288 99226633 33002244 New FQAS Documentation

DDiidd yyoouu kknnooww??

IItt iiss rreeccoommmmeennddeedd tthhaatt
aadduullttss ccoonnssuummee rreedd
mmeeaatt tthhrreeee ttiimmeess aa

wweeeekk!! 

FFoorr mmoorree iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn 
lloogg oonn ttoo wwwwww..llmmccnnii..ccoomm





AT the end of March 2010, all
sheep producers in Northern
Ireland were sent an explanatory

leaflet by DARD on new the rules for
the identification and movement of
sheep which came into operation on
31st December 2009. Along with this
leaflet flock keepers will have received
a new Flock Register (SG3) and
Movement Document Book (SG2)
which should now be in active use.
The biggest change that is coming
about as a result of implementing the
new rules is that all sheep being
moved off a holding from 1st June
2010 must have an EID tag set in
place. Given that this deadline is fast
approaching sheep producers should
be thinking about ordering sufficient
stocks of EID tags in advance of them
being needed (including sets of red
replacement tags if necessary). As
there could be an up to two week
delivery time for some tag suppliers it
is recommended that anyone
intending to market sheep from 1st
June 2010 onwards acts now to avoid
any potential disappointment.  A short
summary of the new sheep tagging
rules in place from 31st December
2009 is outlined below, and full details
can be referenced in the DARD leaflet
or website at:
http://www.dardni.gov.uk/animal-
movements-sheep-and-goats.

All sheep being moved off a holding
from 1st June 2010 must have an EID
tag set.

Newborn sheep must be identified
before they reach nine months of age
(or six months if normally housed
overnight) or before they leave the
holding of birth, whichever is sooner.
The colour of holding of birth EID tags
in Northern Ireland is yellow.

Sheep must have two identifiers with
matching numbers, one of which must
contain an EID device. It is
recommended that EID tags are
placed in the left ear to help facilitate
reading with handheld readers (for
example at Central Points of
Recording).

Lost tags must be replaced within 28
days of discovery and before the
animal leaves the holding. If the
animal is still on the holding of birth, a
yellow EID tag and matching
conventional tag must be used. If not
on the holding of birth, a red EID tag
and matching red conventional tag
must be used. However, if
replacement tag information is
notified to APHIS-Online, only yellow
EID tag sets are needed.

From 1st June 2010, all sheep born

before 31st December 2009 must be
upgraded to EID before being moved
off a holding (if already tagged with
conventional tag/s these can either be
removed or left in place – if applied in
another Member State they must be
left in place). The use of the new EID
tag set must be recorded in the flock
register but does not have to be cross-
referenced to the old tag number on
the green tag.

For sheep born and tagged before
31st December 2009, one old green
tag is sufficient to meet the
requirements of the legislation
provided they are not moving off the
holding. If these animals do not have
any tags, they must be identified
under the new rules within 28 days of
discovery. 

AT the sheep marts this week prices were very strong and
well up from the previous week.   There were more lambs
through the rings over the last week, with bigger sales in

Crumlin, Gortin and Rathfriland early in the week.  At Saintfield
on Tuesday, spring lambs made 429-473p/kg, up from 390-
435p/kg last week.  Similarly, in Rathfriland, lamb prices
ranged from 422- 475p/kg, up from 400-452p/kg last week.  

LMC does not guarantee the accuracy
or completeness of any third party
information provided in or included
with this publication. LMC hereby
disclaims any responsibility for error,
omission or inaccuracy in the
information, misinterpretation or any
other loss, disappointment,
negligence or damage caused by
reliance on third party information.

NNoott ffoorr ffuurrtthheerr ppuubblliiccaattiioonn oorr
ddiissttrriibbuuttiioonn wwiitthhoouutt pprriioorr ppeerrmmiissssiioonn

ffrroomm  LLMMCC

CCoonnttaacctt uuss:: 

WWeebbssiittee:: wwwwww..llmmccnnii..ccoomm

TTeelleepphhoonnee:: 002288 99226633 33000000

FFaaxx:: 002288 99226633 33000011

FFQQAASS HHeellpplliinnee:: 002288 99226633 33002244

AAnnsswweerrpphhoonnee:: 002288 99226633 33001111

CCllaassssiiffiiccaattiioonn QQuueerriieess:: 002288 99226633 33001122

TThhiiss wweeeekk ’’ss mmaarrttss

TTeexxtt SSeerrvviiccee
FFrreeee PPrriiccee QQuuootteess sseenntt 
ttoo yyoouurr mmoobbiillee pphhoonnee 

ttwwiiccee wweeeekkllyy
EEmmaaiill -- bbuulllleettiinn@@llmmccnnii..ccoomm 

TTeell::  002288 99226633 33002200

Sheep Prices

THIS week, with strong prices in the marts, NI plants have
been quoting higher prices for spring lambs.  One plant is
continuing to quote 440p/kg while two others have raised

their quotes to 460p/kg.  The NI lamb kill was low during April;
however, numbers have started to recover in recent weeks.  Last
week, NI meat plants slaughtered 6,250 lambs compared to less
than 5,000 head the previous week.  This represents an increase
of 29%.  The factories are continuing to quote 400-410p/kg for
hoggets although numbers are dwindling at this stage. 

Sheep

NNII AAvveerraaggee WWeeeekkllyy SShheeeepp PPrriiccee ((pp//kkgg CCWW))

NNII LLaammbb // HHooggggeett SSllaauugghhtteerriinnggss ((‘‘000000 hheeaadd ppeerr  wweeeekk))

BBeeeeff mmaarrttss ((££//110000kkgg  lliivveewweeiigghhtt)) ((SSeevveenn DDaayyss EEnnddiinngg 1100//0055//1100))
FFiinniisshheedd CCaattttllee SSttoorree CCaattttllee DDrrooppppeedd CCaallvveess ((££//hheeaadd))

ffrroomm ttoo ffrroomm ttoo ffrroomm ttoo
SStteeeerrss SSttoorree bbuulllloocckkss uupp ttoo 440000kkgg CCoonnttiinneennttaall bbuullll ccaallvveess
1st quality 145 170 1st quality 170 233
2nd quality 125 147 2nd quality 145 185 1st quality 225 360
Friesians 105 127 2nd quality 125 242

SSttoorree bbuulllloocckkss 440000kkgg--550000kkgg
HHeeiiffeerrss 1st quality 162 221 CCoonnttiinneennttaall hheeiiffeerr ccaallvveess
1st quality 140 172 2nd quality 135 177
2nd quality 120 144 1st quality 165 300

SSttoorree bbuulllloocckkss oovveerr 550000kkgg 2nd quality 75 198
BBeeeeff CCoowwss 1st quality 150 187

2nd quality 128 150 FFrriieessiiaann bbuullll ccaallvveess
1st quality 115 142
2nd quality 100 122 SSttoorree hheeiiffeerrss uupp ttoo 445500kkgg 1st quality 65 195

1st quality 155 251 2nd quality 30 100
DDaaiirryy CCoowwss 2nd quality 130 171

HHoollsstteeiinn BBuullll CCaallvveess
1st quality 87 110 SSttoorree hheeiiffeerrss oovveerr 445500kkgg 2 100
2nd quality 48 88 1st quality 148 241

2nd quality 128 149

PPAAIIDD PPRRIICCEESS ((AAvveerraaggee)) PP//KKgg 

WW//EE
2244//0044//22001100

WW//EE
0011//0055//22001100

WW//EE
0088//0055//22001100

NI Liveweight 387.6p 406.3p 405.5p

NI Deadweight 439.9p 420.0p 424.3p

GB Deadweight 431.6p 430.5p 431.9p

DON’T FORGET TO PREPARE FOR SHEEP
EID TAGGING

THE MARKETS

SSpprriinngg llaammbbss 444400--446600pp//kkgg

LLaammbb QQuuootteess

LLaasstt WWeeeekk
0055//0055//1100

TThhiiss WWeeeekk
1122//0055//1100

Hoggets 400 - 410p 400 - 410p

Spring Lamb 440 - 460p 440 - 460p

* Combined Prices for hoggets and spring lambs

IImmppoorrttaanntt RReemmiinnddeerr
Farmers are reminded that the
closing date for submitting the
2010 IACS/Single Application
Form is 15 May 2010. As 15
May 2010 falls on a Saturday
this year, applications will be
accepted by DARD on Monday
17 May 2010 without penalty.

SShheeeepp KKiillll
DDoowwnn 3377%%

iinn AApprriill

THIS April, the sheep kill in the NI
plants was 37% lower than last
year’s kill, with lamb slaughterings

down by 38% and ewe/ram
slaughterings reduced by 38%.

The reduced kill is a consequence of
several factors which have conspired to
reduce the availability of lambs in NI
over the last two years.  

There has been a general downward
trend in breeding ewe numbers over
recent years.  However, census figures
for June 2009 showed that the gradual
reduction of the breeding flock had
accelerated in 2009.

Furthermore, a larger proportion of NI
production is currently being exported
to ROI.  In the first four months of 2009,
31% of NI sheep production (local
slaugherings plus exports for direct
slaughter)  was slaughtered in ROI.  The
equivalent figure for 2010 is 37%. 

In addition, the factories can no longer
turn to GB imports at times of tight
supply due to Bluetongue issues.  

In light of these tight supplies it is
scarcely surprising that prices in NI
remain at their current high levels.  

SSHHEEEEPP MMAARRTT PPRRIICCEESS SSEEVVEENN DDAAYYSS EENNDDEEDD 1111//0055//22001100

HHooggggeettss SSpprriinngg LLaammbb

NNoo.. FFrroomm TToo NNoo.. FFrroomm TToo

Wednesday Ballymena 207 330 381 256 400 460

Newtownstewart 65 411 440

Markethill 150 320 377 300 410 444

Thursday Downpatrick 75 325 375 55 405 435

Saturday Hilltown 50 335 365 80 408 436

Swatragh 150 358 400 120 440 488

Omagh 38 349 389 140 402 434

Monday Crumlin 66 330 380 302 430 470

Kilrea 110 370 387 190 450 480

Gortin 541 435 510

Tuesday Saintfield 80 360 455 244 429 473

Lisahally 160 445 495

Rathfriland 343 422 475


