
OVER the first quarter of
2010, there has been a
significant difference in

the finished price for FQAS and
non-FQAS cattle in Northern
Ireland.  As Table 1 shows, the
differential is most prominent
in prime cattle at between 9
and 14p/kg difference between
FQAS and non-FQAS cattle,
depending on grade. A year ago
the differential was between 4
and 8p/kg.   

One reason for the wider
differential is the new payment
system which the factories
have been operating since last
November, which was designed
to promote the production of
“in-spec” cattle.  The factory
specifications generally include
criteria on FQAS, grade, age
and weight.  Some other
requirements apply in certain
factories. 

Under this system, the factories
operate a base price, upon
which they pay an 8p/kg bonus
for “in-spec” cattle.  Cattle that
fail to meet aallll of the bonus
criteria attract the base price
and those that weigh more
than 420kg, are older than 30
months or are non-FQAS are

subject to further deductions.  

The quoted differential of
£30/head between FQAS and
non-FQAS cattle has been in
place since 2001. However,
when you consider the fact that
a bonus is now paid on any
FQAS cattle that meet all other
criteria in the specification, the
benefit of FQAS approval is now
potentially greater than it was
previously.  This is borne out by
the figures for the last quarter
which show that the price
differential between FQAS and
non-FQAS stock was 14p/kg on
O+3 prime cattle.  In the first
quarter of last year the
corresponding figure was
8p/kg.  In the first quarter of
2010 the factories paid an
average of 9p/kg more for
quality assured U3 grades.  The
corresponding figure for the
same period last year was 4p.  

At this stage, the statistically
astute reader may ask whether
non-FQAS prices are lower now
because of any tendency for
these cattle to be over-weight
and over-age and therefore
prone to weight and age
deductions associated with the
current pricing grid.  With this in

mind it is worth examining
FQAS versus non-FQAS prices
for cattle which meet all other
criteria in the specification.
This analysis (not tabulated)
reveals very similar results to
Table 1, with the differential
between 9 and 14p/kg over the
range of the selected grades.
This would appear to show that
the factories have become
more rigid in their applications
of deductions on non-FQAS
stock. 

Readers will note the contrast
between O and U grades when
it comes to the difference in the
price paid for FQAS and non-
FQAS cattle.  It would be
tempting to assume that the
factories are more flexible
when it comes to penalising
non-FQAS, U-grade stock to
secure supply of these better
carcases.  While this is
possible, it should be noted
that one of the main reasons
for this contrast is the “per-
head” nature of FQAS
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All reported prices and quotes based on the UK Dressing Spec.

This week, the factories continue to quote a base price of
270-272p/kg for U3 steers and heifers.  This means that
the quote for “in spec” cattle is 278-280p/kg. 

Last week prices were up generally compared to the previous
week, with the average heifer price up by 1p/kg and the
average steer price up by 0.5p/kg.  Average young bull prices
were down by 1.4p/kg.

Cattle numbers tightened considerably last week.  Numbers
were down across all categories with the total cattle kill down
by 21 per cent on the previous week.  Throughput of steers
and heifers fell by 19% and 15% respectively.  The young bull
kill fell by more than a quarter, while cow numbers were 37%
lower than the previous week.  

With domestic availability of cattle quite tight in recent weeks,
there have been increased numbers of cattle imported from
ROI for direct slaughter.  In the first three weeks of March, an
average of 660 head of finished cattle were imported by the
NI meat plants on a weekly basis.  In the last three weeks that
figure has risen to an average of 1,050 head per week. 

Diary Dates

Comments:
bulletin@lmcni.com

Notes: 
(i) Prices are p/kg Sterling - ROI prices converted at 1 Euro=89.18p Stg. 
(ii)Shading indicates a reduction on price reported in the previous bulletin. 
Further explanatory notes on these tables are available on request. 

Cattle

NNII CClleeaann CCaattttllee SSllaauugghhtteerriinnggss ((‘‘000000 hheeaadd ppeerr  wweeeekk))

NNII AAvveerraaggee WWeeeekkllyy CClleeaann CCaattttllee PPrriiccee ((pp//kkgg CCWW))

2007/2008 prices adjusted to provide a like-for-like comparison with
prices calculated under the new UK Dressing Specification. 

CCaattttllee QQuuootteess
LLaasstt WWeeeekk
0077//0044//1100

TThhiiss WWeeeekk
1144//0044//1100

U3 268p - 272p
+ 8p bonus for in spec

270p - 272p
+ 8p bonus for in spec

R3 262p - 266p
+ 8p bonus for in spec

264p - 266p
+ 8p bonus for in spec

O+3 256p - 260p
+ 8p bonus for in spec

258p - 260p
+ 8p bonus for in spec

Cows 205 - 216p 205 - 216p

PPrriicceess ((SStteeeerrss aanndd hheeiiffeerrss ccoommbbiinneedd))
WW//EE 

2277//0033//1100
WW//EE 

0033//0044//1100
WW//EE 

1100//0044//1100
U3 273.5p 274.1p 274.5p
R3 269.3p 269.9p 271.4p

O+3 262.9p 264.0p 265.5p

THE MARKETS

The NI Cattle Prices Table has been amended to include more detail with prices for a
wider range of grades provided.  If you need further information on prices contact the
LMC Technical Department on 028 9263 3000.

NI CATTLE PRICES (W/E 10/04/2010)
Steers Heifers Young Bulls Cows

U2 269.5 273.2 267.1 -
U3 271.7 277.3 266.7 222.9
U4L 264.0 270.2 261.2 226.0
R2 265.4 266.7 259.9 205.3
R3 270.5 272.2 260.4 214.9
R4L 265.0 268.3 258.3 225.9
O+2 259.3 261.1 252.4 213.5
O+3 266.2 264.7 255.2 220.2
O+4L 260.8 260.7 252.0 220.2

O3 255.1 251.2 249.3 204.1
O4L 252.8 249.3 246.0 208.6
P+2 - - - 164.4
P+3 - - - 194.2

Average 265.2 267.4 255.1 194.7

UK & ROI CATTLE PRICES (W/E 03/04/2010)

Scotland 
Northern 
England

Midlands 
& Wales

Southern
England 

Northern 
Ireland

Rep of 
Ireland

Steers

U3 285.9 280.4 280.3 273.8 272.0 267.9
R3 282.9 276.2 271.3 265.3 268.8 257.0
R4 284.6 282.5 271.5 265.8 266.6 256.7
O3 269.4 270.2 256.8 254.4 258.2 240.8

Average 282.6 278.3 268.7 260.0 264.6 -

Heifers

U3 287.6 281.6 277.2 273.3 276.1 274.9
R3 281.6 277.9 269.2 264.0 271.0 264.0
R4 282.7 273.5 269.3 264.5 267.2 263.5
O3 266.8 264.0 256.1 252.9 259.8 246.9

Average 281.7 271.9 266.9 259.4 266.4 -

Young 
Bulls

U3 271.8 270.1 269.5 270.2 264.9 265.0
R3 263.9 260.0 263.6 258.5 260.0 258.0
O3 245.2 244.1 244.1 247.5 249.6 244.2

Average 256.1 249.7 252.0 250.1 256.5 -
Prime Cattle 

Price Reported 7,070 4,989 5,339 3,591 6,060 -

Cows

O3 204.1 218.2 202.7 194.4 209.1 214.1
O4 207.9 218.2 206.8 199.9 213.0 216.2
P2 154.5 177.7 167.1 164.8 166.0 193.0
P3 151.3 199.9 180.0 179.2 190.1 207.4

RReedduucceedd ccaattttllee kkiillll 
llaasstt wweeeekk

AAnnsswweerrpphhoonnee SSeerrvviiccee

FFaaccttoorryy QQuuootteess && 
MMaarrtt RReessuullttss 

UUppddaatteedd 55ppmm DDaaiillyy
NNeexxtt wweeeekk’’ss qquuootteess

aavvaaiillaabbllee eeaacchh FFrriiddaayy

TTeell::  002288 99226633 33001111

IN the first week of April, average steer and heifer prices across
GB were broadly similar to the previous week, although some
regions fared better than others.  Average Scottish steer prices

were down by 1p/kg while average heifer prices in Northern
England fell by a similar margin.  However, average steer prices
increased in the Midlands and Southern England.  With a general
increase in NI prices, the differential between NI and GB prices
has continued to narrow.  The Scottish U3 heifer price is now

11.5p/kg higher than the equivalent price in NI.  This is a
considerable gap.  However, it is much lower than the differential
that existed at the end of last year.  In the week ending 5th
December 2009, the differential was 26p/kg.  With the euro
losing ground against sterling at the end of March / early April,
ROI prices were more competitive in sterling terms but up slightly
in the domestic currency. 

GB price differential narrows

FFQQAASS HHeellpplliinnee
If you have had a recent
inspection and need help and
advice to rectify any non-
conformances, contact Seamus
on the FQAS helpline:
002288 99226633 33002244

Significant difference in price for
FQAS and non-FQAS prime cattle

DDiidd yyoouu kknnooww??

FFrreesshh bbeeeeff aanndd llaammbb aarree
nnaattuurraallllyy llooww iinn ssaalltt.. 

FFoorr mmoorree iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn 
lloogg oonn ttoo wwwwww..llmmccnnii..ccoomm

TTaabbllee 11.. NNII PPrriicceess ffoorr FFQQAASS aanndd nnoonn--FFQQAASS
PPrriimmee CCaattttllee ffoorr QQ11 22001100 ((pp//kkgg))

TTaabbllee 22.. NNII PPrriicceess ffoorr FFQQAASS aanndd nnoonn--FFQQAASS CCoowwss ffoorr QQ11
22001100 ((pp//kkgg))

Continued on next page

NNoottee:: Table 1 compares prices for all FQAS and non-FQAS steers, 
heifers and young bulls slaughtered in the first quarter. 

NNoottee:: Table 2 compares prices for FQAS and non-FQAS cows of   
all weights and age.

Grade FQAS 
Price

Non-
FQAS 
Price

Differential Number 
Non-FQ

%
Non-FQ

U 3 270.3 261.4 8.9 279 3%

U 4L 266.1 256.7 9.4 88 2%

R 3 267.2 255.8 11.4 554 3%

R 4L 264.2 250.8 13.4 242 3%

O+3 261.6 247.8 13.8 368 5%

Grade FQAS 
Price

Non-
FQAS 
Price

Differential Number 
Non-FQ

% 
Non-FQ

R 3 221.3 212.8 8.5 83 16%

O+3 216.0 207.7 8.3 138 18%

O 3 203.3 197.5 5.8 151 23%

P-2 159.0 157.0 2.0 381 35%

P-1 132.6 126.7 6.0 665 32%





THIS Tuesday, the hogget trade in Saintfield was similar to
the previous week.  There was a slightly weaker trade for
spring lambs, with the top price just under 500p/kg.  The

number of sheep exported from NI to ROI has fallen in the last
number of weeks.  In the last fortnight of March, nearly 9,000
head were exported from NI to ROI for direct slaughter.  In the
first fortnight of April less than 60 per cent of that figure was
exported (5,139).  This reflects tighter supplies and the fall in
the value of the Euro after Easter.  

LMC does not guarantee the accuracy
or completeness of any third party
information provided in or included
with this publication. LMC hereby
disclaims any responsibility for error,
omission or inaccuracy in the
information, misinterpretation or any
other loss, disappointment,
negligence or damage caused by
reliance on third party information.

NNoott ffoorr ffuurrtthheerr ppuubblliiccaattiioonn oorr
ddiissttrriibbuuttiioonn wwiitthhoouutt pprriioorr ppeerrmmiissssiioonn

ffrroomm  LLMMCC

CCoonnttaacctt uuss:: 

WWeebbssiittee:: wwwwww..llmmccnnii..ccoomm

TTeelleepphhoonnee:: 002288 99226633 33000000

FFaaxx:: 002288 99226633 33000011

FFQQAASS HHeellpplliinnee:: 002288 99226633 33002244

AAnnsswweerrpphhoonnee:: 002288 99226633 33001111

CCllaassssiiffiiccaattiioonn QQuueerriieess:: 002288 99226633 33001122

TThhiiss wweeeekk ’’ss mmaarrttss

TTeexxtt SSeerrvviiccee
FFrreeee PPrriiccee QQuuootteess sseenntt 
ttoo yyoouurr mmoobbiillee pphhoonnee 

ttwwiiccee wweeeekkllyy
EEmmaaiill -- bbuulllleettiinn@@llmmccnnii..ccoomm 

TTeell::  002288 99226633 33002200

Sheep Prices

THE factories were continuing to pay up to 430p/kg for
hoggets and up to 530p/kg for spring lambs early this week.
Supply remains very tight in the NI market with sheep

slaughterings hitting their lowest level of the year to date last
week, with only 4,200 head slaughtered.  This is down by 23 per
cent from the previous week.  Throughput of ewes and rams fell
sharply last week (down 42%), compared to the previous week
while only 3,550 lambs and hoggets were presented for
slaughter.  This was 17 per cent lower than the previous week.

Sheep

NNII AAvveerraaggee WWeeeekkllyy SShheeeepp PPrriiccee ((pp//kkgg CCWW))

NNII HHooggggeett SSllaauugghhtteerriinnggss ((‘‘000000 hheeaadd ppeerr  wweeeekk))

BBeeeeff mmaarrttss ((££//110000kkgg  lliivveewweeiigghhtt)) ((SSeevveenn DDaayyss EEnnddiinngg 1122//0044//1100))
FFiinniisshheedd CCaattttllee SSttoorree CCaattttllee DDrrooppppeedd CCaallvveess ((££//hheeaadd))

ffrroomm ttoo ffrroomm ttoo ffrroomm ttoo
SStteeeerrss SSttoorree bbuulllloocckkss uupp ttoo 440000kkgg CCoonnttiinneennttaall bbuullll ccaallvveess
1st quality 150 174 1st quality 170 225
2nd quality 140 149 2nd quality 140 168 1st quality 220 330
Friesians 115 133 2nd quality 140 240

SSttoorree bbuulllloocckkss 440000kkgg--550000kkgg
HHeeiiffeerrss 1st quality 175 215 CCoonnttiinneennttaall hheeiiffeerr ccaallvveess
1st quality 147 181 2nd quality 145 170
2nd quality 130 151 1st quality 180 290

SSttoorree bbuulllloocckkss oovveerr 550000kkgg 2nd quality 60 222
BBeeeeff CCoowwss 1st quality 170 186

2nd quality 138 155 FFrriieessiiaann bbuullll ccaallvveess
1st quality 110 150
2nd quality 90 124 SSttoorree hheeiiffeerrss uupp ttoo 445500kkgg 1st quality 65 170

1st quality 158 190 2nd quality 25 126
DDaaiirryy CCoowwss 2nd quality 135 152

HHoollsstteeiinn BBuullll CCaallvveess
1st quality 88 114 SSttoorree hheeiiffeerrss oovveerr 445500kkgg 1 160
2nd quality 45 89 1st quality 155 185

2nd quality 130 150

RREEPPOORRTTEEDD LLAAMMBB && HHOOGGGGEETT PPRRIICCEESS ((AAvveerraaggee)) PP//KKgg 

WW//EE
2277//0033//22001100

WW//EE
0033//0044//22001100

WW//EE
1100//0044//22001100

NI Liveweight* 392.6p 404.1p

NI Deadweight* 433.1p 429.2p

GB Deadweight 413.2p 415.0p 437.5p*

European farmgate prices league
table

THE MARKETS

RReedduucceedd sshheeeepp aavvaaiillaabbiilliittyy

deductions and its greater impact on the “pence
per kilo” price of lighter cattle than on heavier
cattle.  With U grades typically heavier than R and
O grades, the “pence per kilo” differential will
always be narrower on U grade cattle.  

FFQQAASS ccoowwss aattttrraacctt hhiigghheerr pprriicceess iinn ffiirrsstt qquuaarrtteerr
While the introduction of the new pricing grid last
November did not affect cows, the price differential
between FQAS and non-FQAS cows has also
widened in the first quarter of 2010.  In the first
quarter of 2010, FQAS, O+3 grade cows attracted
8p/kg more than non-FQAS O+3 cows (Table 2).  In
the first quarter of last year the differential was only
1p/kg.  

Looking at the entire category, it is clear that the
deductions on non-FQAS cows are being applied
more consistently in the first quarter of 2010,
compared to the same period last year.  In the first
13 weeks of last year, the average deduction on
non-FQAS cows was 8p/kg.  This year so far, the
average deduction has been 13p/kg.  

With cow beef increasing as a proportion of the kill,
this movement towards greater deductions on non-
FQAS cows may reflect a greater desire in the
plants to process farm quality assured cow beef.
At the moment almost 75 per cent of cow beef is
farm quality assured.  

These wider differentials may encourage more
suckler and dairy producers to sign up to the NI
Beef and Lamb Farm Quality Assurance Scheme.  

LLaammbb //HHooggggeett QQuuootteess

LLaasstt WWeeeekk
0077//0044//1100

TThhiiss WWeeeekk
1144//0044//1100

Hoggets 410 - 430p 430p

Spring Lamb 510 - 530p 520-530p

IN the first week of March, the euro was worth 90.5p.
By the first week of April its value had declined to
89.2p, before falling further the following week.  This

had the impact of driving up UK prices in euro terms.
At the end of the first week of April, NI cattle prices
were the seventh highest in this league table of cattle
prices in 17 EU countries, up from ninth position at the

start of March.  

THE table shows that the average price of NI R3
heifers was slightly lower than the equivalent
price in GB in the first week of April.  However,

the gap between NI and GB prices has narrowed since
early March as a result of rising prices in NI and a
decline in domestic GB prices. 

Significant difference in
price for FQAS and non-FQAS

prime cattle
Continued from previous page

EEUU DDeeaaddwweeiigghhtt CCaattttllee PPrriicceess -- HHeeiiffeerrss RR33 EEqquuiivvaalleenntt ((€€ CCeennttss))
PPoossiittiioonn llaasstt

MMoonntthh
PPoossiittiioonn tthhiiss

MMoonntthh CCoouunnttrryy PPrriiccee LLaasstt MMtthh
((ww//ee 0077..0033..1100))

PPrriiccee tthhiiss MMtthh 
((ww//ee 0044..0044..1100))

CChhaannggee oonn MMtthh
((cceennttss))

1 1 Greece 415.2 419.7 +4.5

2 2 Italy 394.5 398.9 +4.3

4 3 Luxembourg 328.6 329.4 +0.8

5 4 France 321.0 324.0 +3.0

3 5 Denmark 329.9 315.0 -14.8

6 6 Great Britain 304.6 305.1 +0.6

9 7 Northern Ireland 294.8 302.3 +7.6

7 8 Sweden 303.8 302.2 -1.6

10 9 Ireland 291.6 294.2 +2.6

8 10 Germany 295.7 290.6 -5.1

13 11 Belgium 276.5 280.5 +4.0

12 12 Austria 283.8 277.6 -6.3

11 13 Spain 289.1 275.5 -13.6

14 14 Slovenia 269.9 263.6 -6.3

15 15 Czech Republic 240.8 237.8 -3.0

16 16 Poland 237.6 228.3 -9.3

17 17 Lithuania 212.7 197.0 -15.7

EU 27 Average 310.3 307.1 -3.2

OOffffiicciiaall pprriicceess rreeppoorrtteedd ttoo tthhee EECC DDrreessssiinngg SSppeecciiffiiccaattiioonn

SSHHEEEEPP MMAARRTT PPRRIICCEESS SSEEVVEENN DDAAYYSS EENNDDEEDD 1133//0044//22001100

HHooggggeettss SSpprriinngg LLaammbb

NNoo.. FFrroomm TToo NNoo.. FFrroomm TToo

Wednesday Ballymena 815 380 457 102 450 572

Enniskillen 265 420 446 40 500 527

Newtownstewart 50 350 430 45 494 509

Markethill 700 390 435 60 490 545

Thursday Downpatrick 320 360 410 40 500 500

Saturday Hilltown 220 358 390 40 468 490

Swatragh 640 383 433 60 501 501

Omagh 282 386 406 46 452 514

Monday Crumlin 703 380 420 156 480 520

Kilrea 510 395 430 40 465 493

Gortin 730 420 440 163 500 560

Tuesday Saintfield 212 360 409 40 478 498

Lisahally 105 420 430 19 550 550

Rathfriland 232 380 408 152 473 510

* Combined Prices for hoggets and spring lambs
All other prices hoggets only.


