
LAST week ROI factories announced a new
Quality Payment Scheme which has been based
on a carcase dissection study carried out at

Teagasc Beef Research Centre at Grange. The QPS
has the full support of IFA (Irish Farmer’s
Association). No doubt in the current ‘new price
spec’ situation Northern Ireland producers will have
been assessing whether they would prefer such a
scheme to apply to themselves. The ROI QPS  is
shown in Table 1 and is based on three sub-grades
for each full grade, made possible from the VIA
grading of carcases, and the price differentials are
shown in cents/kg CW.  Farmers will have to decide
whether they would be better off marketing their
stock in GB, ROI or the local plants.

UFU’s agreement to the Certification Test of a VIA
machine in Northern Ireland is conditional on the
development of a payments system that will more
clearly align the payments to the real market value of
the carcase. LMC has undertaken to continue to
work with producers and processors to develop such

a system based on yield of primals and saleable
meat. Ten years ago LMC put together several
options for a new payments system based on cutting
data derived by the old MLC and LMC, ranging from
a system of three payment bands to one with six
bands offering greater differentiation. 

The latter is shown in Table 2, with the differentials
shown as percentages of the base price, reflecting
the percentage differences between grades in meat
yield. The initiative floundered around the R4H grade
when no agreement could be reached between
producers and processors as to whether this grade
should be at base or penalty price.  Given the recent
developments in ROI, the changes to the pricing grid
in NI and the proposed introduction of VIA, it is likely
that the NI payment system will be revisited in 2010

to meet the concerns of the UFU. 

The similarity between the ROI and LMC systems can
be readily seen in the tables, but a greater number
of different prices is possible in the ROI system
because of the ability of VIA to determine sub-
grades. In these tables B = Base Price which may
vary from factory to factory; bonuses above (+) and
penalties below (-) base are shown in cents/kg in the
ROI table and as a % of base in the LMC table.

A 27% bonus/penalty on last week’s R4L base price
of £2.54 is equivalent to 68.5p/kg. A 7%
bonus/penalty is equivalent to 18p/kg, 17% is
equivalent to 43p/kg. These p/kg bonus/penalties
enable a comparison to the ROI grid which is in
cents/kg. 

BULLETIN
TThhuurrssddaayy DDeecceemmbbeerr 1177,,  22000099 IIssssuuee NNoo.. 22009955

All reported prices and quotes based on the UK C/W.

LAST Friday, two plants reported that they would be
quoting 264p/kg for U3 prime cattle this week, two
pence less than last week.  However, by Wednesday all

of the NI plants were quoting 266p/kg.    

Last week average prime cattle prices in NI were more or
less unchanged compared to the previous week.  Young
bull prices were down by almost 1p/kg on average while
steer and heifer prices showed no significant change.
There were changes, however, in the prices paid for
individual grades, with U3 steer and heifer prices down by
around 1p/kg, while U3 young bull prices were up by the
same margin.    

The price of good cows fell last week with U3 cows down by
over 20p/kg.  This reflects lower cow quotes from the
factories.  While this is a steep decline, it is important to
note that only 11 cows fell into the U3 grade last week.
Average cow prices remain reasonably strong however and
were up by 1.7p/kg last week compared to the previous
week.  With the average NI cow price now sitting at
190p/kg, it is well ahead of prices in the rest of the UK.
The average GB cow price was 167p/kg last week. 

Diary dates

Comments:
bulletin@lmcni.com

Notes: 
(i) Prices are p/kg Sterling - ROI prices converted at 1 Euro= 90.8p Stg. 
(ii)Shading indicates a reduction on price reported in the previous bulletin. 
Further explanatory notes on these tables are available on request. 

Cattle

NNII CClleeaann CCaattttllee SSllaauugghhtteerriinnggss ((‘‘000000 hheeaadd ppeerr  wweeeekk))

NNII AAvveerraaggee WWeeeekkllyy CClleeaann CCaattttllee PPrriiccee ((pp//kkgg CCWW))

The New Quality Payments 
System in ROI

2007/2008 prices adjusted to provide a like-for-like comparison with
prices calculated under the new UK Dressing Specification. 

CCaattttllee QQuuootteess
LLaasstt WWeeeekk
0099//1122//0099

TThhiiss WWeeeekk
1166//1122//0099

U3 266p
+ 8p Bonus for in-spec 

266p
+ 8p Bonus for in-spec 

R3 260p
+ 8p Bonus for in-spec 

260p
+ 8p Bonus for in-spec 

O+3 254p
+ 8p Bonus for in-spec 

254p
+ 8p Bonus for in-spec 

Cows 200-220p 200-210p

PPrriicceess ((SStteeeerrss aanndd hheeiiffeerrss ccoommbbiinneedd))
WW//EE 

2288//1111//0099
WW//EE 

0055//1122//0099
WW//EE 

1122//1122//0099
U3 269.2p 270.6p 269.8p
R3 264.4p 264.9p 265.7p

O+3 257.1p 258.2p 258.4p

FFQQAASS LLiiaaiissoonn OOffffiicceerr
We shall be without our FQAS
liaison officer from 21
December 2009 due to
maternity leave.  Pending the
outcome of the LMC review, we
shall not be covering the
absence with a temporary
appointment, but we will be
continuing with the service on a
request-only basis.  
There will be no liaison service
at the marts and we shall not be
routinely phoning those FQAS
members who have not taken
action to rectify their non-
conformances.  If you need help,
you should telephone the FQAS
helpline on: 028 9263 3024

THE MARKETS

The NI Cattle Prices Table has been amended to include more detail with prices for a
wider range of grades provided.  If you need further information on prices contact the
LMC Technical Department on 028 9263 3000.

NI CATTLE PRICES (W/E 12/12/2009)
Steers Heifers Young Bulls Cows

U2 265.9 269.5 258.3 -
U3 267.0 272.5 260.6 203.3
U4L 260.0 267.0 254.9 214.4
R2 260.1 260.0 252.1 206.2
R3 265.1 266.2 253.2 219.4
R4L 258.9 262.2 249.8 222.9
O+2 251.4 249.7 248.2 184.7
O+3 260.0 256.9 248.0 216.7
O+4L 254.8 252.3 219.1

O3 248.8 246.9 242.8 204.8
O4L 247.0 244.2 234.0 205.5
P+2 - - - 166.7
P+3 - - - 189.2

Average 260.0 261.9 253.5 189.9

UK & ROI CATTLE PRICES (W/E 05/12/2009)

Scotland 
Northern 
England

Midlands 
& Wales

Southern
England 

Northern 
Ireland

Rep of 
Ireland

Steers

U3 298.2 288.3 285.4 282.0 268.0 252.1
R3 292.9 283.4 276.1 272.8 264.2 245.3
R4 296.1 286.6 276.5 272.5 257.8 245.0
O3 278.7 274.1 262.1 260.6 253.4 233.4

Average 293.2 281.5 271.7 266.4 259.8 -

Heifers

U3 298.9 288.4 283.8 280.6 273.2 258.2
R3 291.0 290.9 273.6 273.3 265.5 253.2
R4 296.0 282.4 274.7 271.7 261.2 253.2
O3 273.2 277.8 260.8 260.1 252.9 238.6

Average 292.8 280.5 269.5 263.4 261.9 -

Young 
Bulls

U3 286.7 271.2 279.4 280.2 259.6 257.4
R3 279.7 266.4 271.5 274.4 254.2 249.8
O3 259.2 252.4 256.0 258.8 246.8 235.2

Average 268.2 258.2 263.0 263.5 254.2 -
Prime Cattle 

Price Reported 7,238 6,112 5,507 4,027 6,223 -

Cows

O3 180.9 188.7 181.3 170.6 204.9 192.5
O4 184.1 190.6 184.6 175.0 211.1 194.0
P2 128.5 149.6 150.2 137.8 160.6 159.6
P3 140.6 170.8 157.9 158.3 185.2 183.6

PPrriicceess rreemmaaiinn ssttaabbllee

AAnnsswweerrpphhoonnee SSeerrvviiccee

FFaaccttoorryy QQuuootteess && 
MMaarrtt RReessuullttss 

UUppddaatteedd 55ppmm DDaaiillyy

NNeexxtt wweeeekk’’ss qquuootteess
aavvaaiillaabbllee eeaacchh FFrriiddaayy

TTeell::  002288 99226633 33001111

IN the first week of December, average prime cattle prices were
generally up across the British Isles.  In most cases the price
increases were quite small, but there were some instances of

sharp price increases in England.  The Northern England heifer
price was up by about 6p/kg reflecting sharp increases in the
prices paid for R3 and O3 heifers.  In Southern England there
was a 6p/kg increase in the average price of young bulls with

the R3 young bull price up steeply.  These increases in prime
cattle prices were in line with NI, but whereas cow prices were up
here, they fell in Scotland and Southern England.  In Southern
England O3, O4, P2 and P3 cows were down by 6-10p/kg.
However, there were strong increases in the prices paid for P
grade cows in Northern England and in the Midlands. 

RoI and GB price comparisons

TTaabbllee 11.. TThhee nneeww RROOII QQuuaalliittyy PPaayymmeenntt SSyysstteemm ((QQPPSS)) ffrroomm 1144//1122//22000099
22++ 33 44-- 44== 44++ 55

UU
++ ++2244 ++2244 ++2244 ++1188 ++1122 BBaassee
== ++1188 ++1188 ++1188 ++1122 ++66 --66
-- ++1122 ++1122 ++1122 ++66 BBaassee --1122

RR
++ ++66 ++66 ++66 BBaassee --66 --1188
== BBaassee BBaassee BBaassee --66 --1122 --2244
-- BBaassee BBaassee BBaassee --66 --1122 --2244

OO
++ --1188 --1122 --1122 --1188 --2244 --3366
== --2244 --1188 --1188 --2244 --3300 --4422
-- --3300 --2244 --2244 --3300 --3366 --4488

PP ++ --3366 --3300 --3300 --3366 --4422 --5544

22 33 44LL 44HH 55

EE ++2277 ++2277 ++77

UU ++2277 ++77 BBaassee

RR ++77 BBaassee --77

OO++ BBaassee --77 --1177

OO --77 --1177 --2277

OO-- --1177 --2277 --2277

PP --2277 --2277 --2277

FFiigguurreess iinn cceennttss//kkgg aabboovvee aanndd bbeellooww bbaassee pprriiccee

TTaabbllee 22.. TThhee LLMMCC GGrraaddee--PPrriiccee SSttrruuccttuurree ffoorr NNII pprrooppoosseedd iinn 11999999

FFiigguurreess iinn ppeerrcceennttaaggeess aabboovvee aanndd bbeellooww bbaassee pprriiccee



During November the cattle kill was up by 18%
compared to last November, with the largest
increases in the prime cattle kill.  The steer kill was

up by 21% while the heifer kill was up by 11% on
November 2008 figures.  The trend of increasing young
bull slaughterings, prevalent throughout 2009, continues,
with the young bull kill up by over 1,000 head (almost
40%).  The cow kill was also up in November, with an
increase of 6% or 500 head.  The average carcase weight
of cows has fallen compared to last year however.  This is
another sign that the increased cow slaughterings are
being driven to some extent by disposals from the dairy

herd, with milk production in NI down by 110 million litres
to the end of October  2009 relative to the same period
in 2008.  

Looking at the year to date, the prime cattle kill is up on
the back of the increased young bull kill.  With the heifer
kill and cow kill also up, the overall kill for the year to date
is up 6% on last year’s figure.    The sheep kill is down by
10% for the year to date with lamb throughput in
November 2009 down by almost a fifth compared to last
November.  This puts into context this week’s high sheep
prices in the plants and the marts.  

LAMB prices continued to rise in the marts this week.  In
Saintfield, this Tuesday’s price of 301-363p/kg was about
15-20p/kg higher than last week.  The fact that numbers in

Saintfield were up by a third makes this price increase all the
more impressive.  In Gortin prices were up by 30p/kg at the top
end.   Fat ewe prices are also strong with prices of £90-£100
per head reported in some marts this week.  Kilrea reported a
top fat ewe price of £113.50 this week.  

LMC does not guarantee the accuracy
or completeness of any third party
information provided in or included
with this publication. LMC hereby
disclaims any responsibility for error,
omission or inaccuracy in the
information, misinterpretation or any
other loss, disappointment,
negligence or damage caused by
reliance on third party information.

NNoott ffoorr ffuurrtthheerr ppuubblliiccaattiioonn oorr
ddiissttrriibbuuttiioonn wwiitthhoouutt pprriioorr ppeerrmmiissssiioonn

ffrroomm LLMMCC

CCoonnttaacctt uuss:: 

WWeebbssiittee:: wwwwww..llmmccnnii..ccoomm

TTeelleepphhoonnee:: 002288 99226633 33000000

FFaaxx:: 002288 99226633 33000011

FFQQAASS HHeellpplliinnee:: 002288 99226633 33002244

AAnnsswweerrpphhoonnee:: 002288 99226633 33001111

CCllaassssiiffiiccaattiioonn QQuueerriieess:: 002288 99226633 33001122

TThhiiss wweeeekk ’’ss mmaarrttss

TTeexxtt SSeerrvviiccee
FFrreeee PPrriiccee QQuuootteess sseenntt 
ttoo yyoouurr mmoobbiillee pphhoonnee 

eeaacchh wweeeekk 
EEmmaaiill -- bbuulllleettiinn@@llmmccnnii..ccoomm 

TTeell::  002288 99226633 33002200

Sheep Prices

BY Wednesday of this week all but one of the factories were
quoting 360p/kg for lamb, with one plant quoting 350p/kg.
This represents an increase of 5-10p/kg on the prices

being quoted in the middle of last week.  The strong mart prices
are continuing to drive up deadweight prices with the number of
sheep exported to RoI up by 38% last week.  Last week’s
reported prices show that NI lamb prices were 34p/kg lower
than in GB.  

Sheep

NNII AAvveerraaggee WWeeeekkllyy SShheeeepp PPrriiccee ((pp//kkgg CCWW))

NNII SShheeeepp SSllaauugghhtteerriinnggss ((‘‘000000 hheeaadd ppeerr  wweeeekk))

BBeeeeff mmaarrttss ((££//110000kkgg  lliivveewweeiigghhtt)) ((SSeevveenn DDaayyss EEnnddiinngg 1144//1122//0099))
FFiinniisshheedd CCaattttllee SSttoorree CCaattttllee DDrrooppppeedd CCaallvveess ((££//hheeaadd))

ffrroomm ttoo ffrroomm ttoo ffrroomm ttoo
SStteeeerrss SSttoorree bbuulllloocckkss uupp ttoo 440000kkgg CCoonnttiinneennttaall bbuullll ccaallvveess
1st quality 151 168 1st quality 156 176
2nd quality 141 150 2nd quality 134 155 1st quality 225 282
Friesians 104 132 2nd quality 180 222

SSttoorree bbuulllloocckkss 440000kkgg--550000kkgg
HHeeiiffeerrss 1st quality 150 168 CCoonnttiinneennttaall hheeiiffeerr ccaallvveess
1st quality 152 169 2nd quality 130 149
2nd quality 140 151 1st quality 200 260

SSttoorree bbuulllloocckkss oovveerr 550000kkgg 2nd quality 155 198
BBeeeeff CCoowwss 1st quality 146 165

2nd quality 132 145 FFrriieessiiaann bbuullll ccaallvveess
1st quality 125 167
2nd quality 105 124 SSttoorree hheeiiffeerrss uupp ttoo 445500kkgg 1st quality 80 130

1st quality 148 188 2nd quality 40 78
DDaaiirryy CCoowwss 2nd quality 132 147

HHoollsstteeiinn BBuullll CCaallvveess
1st quality 95 118 SSttoorree hheeiiffeerrss oovveerr 445500kkgg 5 120
2nd quality 80 94 1st quality 140 154

2nd quality 126 139

LLaammbb QQuuootteess
LLaasstt WWeeeekk
0099//1122//0099

TThhiiss WWeeeekk
1166//1122//0099

Lamb 345-350p 350-360p

PPAAIIDD PPRRIICCEESS ((AAvveerraaggee)) PP//KKgg 
WW//EE 

2288//1111//0099
WW//EE 

0055//1122//0099
WW//EE 

1122//1122//0099

NI Liveweight 288.5p 294.9p 314.8p

NI Deadweight 325.4p 330.1p 347.3p

GB Deadweight 357.4p 368.4p 381.7p

FFaaccttoorriieess qquuoottiinngg 336600pp//kkgg ffoorr llaammbb

Strong cattle supply in November

THE MARKETS

NNII CCAATTTTLLEE AANNDD SSHHEEEEPP SSLLAAUUGGHHTTEERRIINNGGSS

NNoovveemmbbeerr YYeeaarr ttoo DDaattee

((44 wweeeekkss eennddeedd 2288//1111//0099)) ((4488 wweeeekkss eennddeedd 2288//1111//0099))

22000088 22000099 %% CChhaannggee JJaann 0088 -- NNoovv 0088 JJaann 0099 -- NNoovv 0099 %% CChhaannggee

CCAATTTTLLEE -- FFOOOODDCCHHAAIINN

Steers 13,604 16,439 +21% 161,591 159,790 -1%

Heifers 10,144 11,246 +11% 120,899 124,301 +3%

Young Bulls 3,306 4,589 +39% 37,404 49,682 +33%

Cows 8,481 8,983 +6% 70,418 78,784 +12%

Mature Bulls 364 946 +160% 3,225 5,015 +56%

Calves 24 17 -29% 802 410 -49%

TToottaall CCaattttllee 3355,,992233 4422,,222200 ++1188%% 339944,,333399 441177,,998822 ++66%%

SSHHEEEEPP

Lambs & Hoggets 52,680 43,084 -18% 526,925 472,363 -10%

Ewes & Rams 3,932 5,095 +30% 71,144 64,370 -10%

TToottaall SShheeeepp 5566,,661122 4488,,117799 --1155%% 559988,,006699 553366,,773333 --1100%%

The above figures are provisional; any amendments will be incorporated in the cumulative data (source DARD).

BEEF demand in GB, the largest
market for NI beef, has bounced back
this autumn having been in the

seasonal doldrums during the summer
months.   With average retail prices down
slightly in October (3p lower than last
October), consumer demand increased by
2% compared to the same period last year
and is about 3% higher than levels in
October 2007.  Compared to this
September, consumer demand was up by
17% in October.  However, with seasonal
demand generally expected to rise
throughout the autumn, it is the increase in
demand compared to last year which is
most encouraging.   One worrying trend in
the data is that the proportion of
consumers buying beef is down slightly
compared to last year.  However, this has
been tempered by the fact that beef
consumers are purchasing greater volumes
each time they take a trip to the shop.  It is
also positive that there has been a
significant (18.5%) increase in demand for
more valuable frying and grilling steaks,
cuts that have come under pressure during
the economic downturn.

Beef demand
bounces back

Source: TNS

GGBB RReettaaiill BBeeeeff DDeemmaanndd 22000077--22000099
((FFoouurr WWeeeekk PPeerriiooddss))
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SSHHEEEEPP MMAARRTT PPRRIICCEESS SSEEVVEENN DDAAYYSS EENNDDEEDD 1155//1122//22000099

LLaammbbss ((pp//kkgg))

NNuummbbeerr FFrroomm TToo

Wednesday Ballymena 1788 300 341

Enniskillen 434 282 321

Newtownstewart 458 285 320

Markethill 830 300 334

Thursday Downpatrick 300 295 340

Saturday Hilltown 620 294 350

Donemana 1192 281 336

Swatragh 1054 318 374

Omagh 1212 328 357

Monday Crumlin 1149 320 363

Kilrea 1000 310 347

Gortin 1024 320 377

Tuesday Saintfield 1017 301 363

Lisahally 268 320 372

Rathfriland 700 300 352




