
THE breeding animal base of NI’s beef herd and
ewe flock continues to decline.  The preliminary
results of the DARD June 2009 census results

show a three per cent decline in the number of beef
cows and a four per cent decline in the number of
breeding ewes.  
The census shows that beef cow numbers are now
down to 257,000 head, a decline of 9,000 head on
last year’s figure.  The longer term trend is more
alarming.  In 2002 there were 307,000 beef cows in
NI, meaning that the NI herd has shrunk by 50,000
cows in the last seven years.  As expected, this
ongoing decline in cow numbers is having a severe
effect on the number of beef-sired calf births in NI.  In
the first six months of 2009 just over 200,000 beef-
sired calves were registered.  This represents a
decline of 12 per cent when compared to the same
period in 2008 (Bulletin Issue 2080).  This is also
compounded by a two per cent decline in the number
of dairy cows. 
The reason for declining cow numbers in NI is
typically given as the ending of direct subsidies with
the introduction of the Single Farm Payment in 2005
which decoupled support from production.  This is
certainly one reason for the accelerated rate of the
decline in the cow herd since 2005.  However, cow
numbers have been undergoing a gradual decline
since they peaked in 1998 at 345,000 head.  NI has
now 90,000 fewer beef cows as numbers have fallen
gradually to present day levels.  With this in mind, it
is important to identify other explanations for the
decline in the size of the beef herd.    The shrinking
size of the farming population is one such

explanation.  This year’s June census recorded that
there were 31,000 farmers in NI.  Almost half of these
farmers operate on a part time basis. This means
that the farming population has fallen by 10,000
since 1994 when there were over 41,000 farmers in
NI and the proportion of full time farmers was higher.
There are two inter-related aspects to the decline in
the size of the farming population.  Firstly some
farmers are leaving the industry or reducing their
involvement and secondly fewer young people are
entering / staying in the industry.  The average age of
the NI farmer is now 54 years old, significantly older
than the average age of the overall NI population.

Inadequate and inconsistent returns over the last 10
years have prompted many potential young farmers
to choose alternative careers and those that are
farming are more inclined to do so on a part-time
basis.  Throughout the decade there were plentiful
opportunities for consistent incomes outside the
family farm.  Even in the last year when alternative
employment opportunities have been limited, the
number of full time and part time farmers has
continued to decline with 500 fewer farmers in 2009
compared to 2008.  The overall inference from the
farm labour figures is that producers have become
less inclined to use off-farm activities to subsidise
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Last week, NI deadweight prices fell slightly across
most grades of cattle. The U3 heifer price was down
by almost a penny per kilo while the young bull price

was down by over two pence per kilo. Steer prices were
down marginally also.  The sharpest price decreases last
week were reserved for O2 heifers and cows which were
down 6p/kg and 8p/kg respectively on the previous
week’s price.  
Last week’s kill was the biggest of the year to date with
over 10,000 cattle slaughtered.  This  represents an
increase of 10 per cent on the previous week and with
most of the plants operating on a five day week at the
moment, more cattle are required.  The increased
availability of cattle may be holding back any upward
movement on prices provided by the improved demand
generated from a stronger euro and seasonality.  
It is noteworthy that NI prices are now lagging behind
2008 levels.  These weaker prices at the moment appear
incongruous with the fact that the NI industry has
potentially a comparitively better trading position
compared to this time last year due to the stronger value
of the Euro against Sterling.  The euro is now worth over
89p, up by over 4p since the start of August.  Producers
will be wondering whether and when this improved
trading potential will filter through to farm gate prices.
With ROI prices continuing to lag behind NI prices in
sterling terms it may be a case of wait and see. 

IN the week ending 5th September 2009, NI prime cattle prices
continued to rank second lowest in the British Isles.  Prices fell
generally througout the the UK and Ireland last week with slight

deductions for most grades of cattle.  

Of all the regions ROI producers are dealing with the lowest
prices.  U3 steer prices in ROI are nearly 45p/kg lower than in
Scotland while the gap between R3 steers in the two regions is
almost 50p/kg.  This creates a strong competitive position for

ROI beef processors although the rising value of the Euro is
bound to be a concern for the industry there.  

Prices in Southern England remain the lowest of all the GB
regions with the average steer price over 20p lower there than in
Scotland.  However, despite this steer and heifer prices in
Southern England remain well ahead of NI prices, with the
average NI steer price 17p/kg lower at the start of this month.

RoI and GB price comparisons

Diary dates
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FFQQAASS LLiiaaiissoonn OOffffiicceerr – not sure
what you need for your
inspection?

Had an inspection and you’re not
sure how to deal with the action
points?

Linda will be at the following
marts next week:

DDaayy WWeeeekk CCoommmmeenncciinngg
2211//0099//0099

Tuesday Markethill

Wednesday Dungannon

Friday Ballymena

NNootteess 
(i) Prices are p/kg Sterling;ROI prices converted at 1 Euro=  87.69p Stg. 
(ii) ROI prices are exclusive of 5.2% VAT. 
(iii) “4” includes 4L/4H; “O” includes O+/O/O-. “U” includes U+/U/U-:“P” includes
P+/P/P-
(iv) Prices are the total price paid inclusive of bonuses and top-ups.  
(v) Sources: AHDB, LMC & Irish Dept of Agriculture.
(vi) Approximately 79% of NI and 60% of GB prime cattle are price reported.  
(vii) The average price displayed is the average price across all grades of cattle.
(viii) Shaded areas indicate a reduction on the price reported in the previous Bulletin.
For ROI, the shading applies to the original price quoted in Euros.
(ix) All prices are based on the UK Dressing Specification. ROI prices have
been converted using the appropriate coefficients. 

Cattle
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NNII AAvveerraaggee WWeeeekkllyy CClleeaann CCaattttllee PPrriiccee ((pp//kkgg CCWW))
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RREEMMIINNDDEERR
RReeggiisstteerr NNooww!!

NNII RReedd MMeeaatt TTaasskk FFoorrccee 

UUppddaattee aanndd FFaarrmm WWaallkk
EEUU SSppeeaakkeerr oonn CCAAPP BBeeyyoonndd

22001133

2233 SSeepptteemmbbeerr 22000099
aatt CCAAFFRREE,, GGrreeeennmmoouunntt 

CCaammppuuss,, aanndd AAbbbbeeyy FFaarrmm
TToo rreeggiisstteerr,, eemmaaiill::

ssddoorraann@@llmmccnnii..ccoomm oorr tteell::
JJiillll PPaarrkkeess 002288 99226633 33000000

Beef cow herd and breeding ewe flock continue to
decline

UK & ROI CATTLE PRICES (W/E 05/09/2009)

Scotland 
Northern 
England

Midlands 
& Wales

Southern
England 

Northern 
Ireland

Rep of 
Ireland

Steers

U3 298.1 288.3 288.2 285.8 261.2 253.9
R3 293.0 285.3 280.6 278.2 256.1 247.2
R4 295.2 287.4 279.5 277.6 253.0 247.0
O3 282.5 278.1 268.1 267.3 247.1 236.6

Average 293.1 285.7 275.9 271.6 254.0 -

Heifers

U3 296.4 290.8 289.8 285.4 263.4 262.4
R3 288.8 285.1 279.1 276.5 257.0 254.0
R4 293.3 280.0 278.2 275.9 253.3 253.1
O3 270.8 280.7 264.2 266.0 248.5 239.8

Average 290.2 280.8 273.6 270.2 253.7 -

Young 
Bulls

U3 286.0 278.4 282.5 286.2 262.8 276.8
R3 279.9 272.5 274.1 276.7 254.3 266.2
O3 260.3 258.5 258.2 260.5 244.8 238.1

Average 274.9 270.7 274.1 263.6 255.4 -
Prime Cattle 

Price Reported 6,426 4,769 3,936 4,105 5,819 -

Cows

O3 205.5 216.3 210.7 206.3 202.8 197.8
O4 211.1 215.3 214.0 213.7 209.3 200.3
P2 156.3 175.5 170.5 174.3 164.4 169.7
P3 182.2 193.6 178.5 188.4 189.6 193.2

Stronger euro should provide
upward price pressure

2007/2008 prices adjusted to provide a like-for-like comparison with prices
calculated under the new UK Dressing Specification. 

CCaattttllee QQuuootteess
LLaasstt WWeeeekk
0099//0099//0099

TThhiiss WWeeeekk
1166//0099//0099

U3 260-262p 260p
R3 254-256p 254p

O+3 248-250p 248p
Cows 205-212p 205-212p

PPrriicceess ((SStteeeerrss aanndd hheeiiffeerrss ccoommbbiinneedd))
WW//EE 

2299//0088//0099
WW//EE 

0055//0099//0099
WW//EE 

1122//0099//0099

U3 261.9p 262.3p 261.9p
R3 257.9p 256.6p 256.5p

O+3 247.4p 247.8p 247.1p

NNII BBeeeeff CCooww aanndd FFaarrmmeerr NNuummbbeerrss,, 11999944--22000099
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Continued on next page

NI CATTLE PRICES (W/E 12/09/2009)
Steers Heifers Young Bulls Cows

U3 261.0 262.7 260.7 -
U4 255.3 256.8 - -
R3 256.0 256.9 254.9 -
R4 252.2 252.4 - -
O3 246.1 248.1 244.8 203.6
O4 246.3 246.9 - 206.6
P2 - - - 167.3
P3 - - - 187.8

Average 253.3 253.5 254.1 186.4

FFaarrm m
e er rs s ~ ~ ( (‘ ‘0 00 00 0s s) )

Source: DARDNote: 2009 figures are preliminary results
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LMC does not guarantee the accuracy
or completeness of any third party
information provided in or included
with this publication. LMC hereby
disclaims any responsibility for error,
omission or inaccuracy in the
information, misinterpretation or any
other loss, disappointment,
negligence or damage caused by
reliance on third party information

NNoott ffoorr ffuurrtthheerr ppuubblliiccaattiioonn oorr
ddiissttrriibbuuttiioonn wwiitthhoouutt pprriioorr ppeerrmmiissssiioonn

ffrroomm LLMMCC

CCoonnttaacctt uuss:: 

WWeebbssiittee:: wwwwww..llmmccnnii..ccoomm

TTeelleepphhoonnee:: 002288 99226633 33000000

FFaaxx:: 002288 99226633 33000011

FFQQAASS HHeellpplliinnee:: 002288 99226633 33002244

AAnnsswweerrpphhoonnee:: 002288 99226633 33001111

CCllaassssiiffiiccaattiioonn QQuueerriieess:: 002288 99226633 33001122

THIS week at the marts numbers through the rings are well
down in comparison with last week with farmers making
the best use of the better weather to catch up on

fieldwork.   Last week there were nearly 700 lambs in
Saintfield, whereas this week there were less than 300.  This
has helped to underpin prices which are broadly similar to last
week.

TThhiiss wweeeekk ’’ss mmaarrttss

TTeexxtt SSeerrvviiccee
FFrreeee PPrriiccee QQuuootteess sseenntt 
ttoo yyoouurr mmoobbiillee pphhoonnee 

eeaacchh wweeeekk 
EEmmaaiill -- bbuulllleettiinn@@llmmccnnii..ccoomm 

TTeell::  002288 99226633 33002200

Sheep Prices

THIS week the factories are quoting 300p/kg for lamb
following a gradual decline in the sheep kill over the last
month.      The biggest kill of the year was in mid-August and

numbers have fallen gradually since then, with last week’s kill
down 16 per cent compared to the week ending 22 August.  This
has been a factor in the improved quotes this week. 

Sheep

NNII AAvveerraaggee WWeeeekkllyy SShheeeepp PPrriiccee ((pp//kkgg CCWW))

NNII SShheeeepp SSllaauugghhtteerriinnggss ((‘‘000000 hheeaadd ppeerr  wweeeekk))

CCllaassssiiffiiccaattiioonn RReessuullttss

BBeeeeff mmaarrttss ((££//110000kkgg  lliivveewweeiigghhtt)) ((SSeevveenn DDaayyss EEnnddiinngg 1144//0099//0099))
FFiinniisshheedd CCaattttllee SSttoorree CCaattttllee DDrrooppppeedd CCaallvveess ((££//hheeaadd))

ffrroomm ttoo ffrroomm ttoo ffrroomm ttoo
SStteeeerrss SSttoorree bbuulllloocckkss uupp ttoo 440000kkgg CCoonnttiinneennttaall bbuullll ccaallvveess
1st quality 145 170 1st quality 155 192
2nd quality 125 145 2nd quality 125 159 1st quality 200 325
Friesians 104 127 2nd quality 110 228

SSttoorree bbuulllloocckkss 440000kkgg--550000kkgg
HHeeiiffeerrss 1st quality 148 186 CCoonnttiinneennttaall hheeiiffeerr ccaallvveess
1st quality 145 170 2nd quality 120 154
2nd quality 110 144 1st quality 140 235

SSttoorree bbuulllloocckkss oovveerr 550000kkgg 2nd quality 80 168
BBeeeeff CCoowwss 1st quality 148 174

2nd quality 120 149 FFrreessiiaann bbuullll ccaallvveess
1st quality 101 148
2nd quality 105 119 SSttoorree hheeiiffeerrss uupp ttoo 445500kkgg 1st quality 40 152

1st quality 140 188 2nd quality 10 98
DDaaiirryy CCoowwss 2nd quality 110 145

HHoollsstteeiinn BBuullll CCaallvveess
1st quality 88 118 SSttoorree hheeiiffeerrss oovveerr 445500kkgg 2 92
2nd quality 40 99 1st quality 140 176

2nd quality 115 145

LLaammbb QQuuootteess

LLaasstt WWeeeekk
0099//0099//0099

TThhiiss WWeeeekk
1166//0099//0099

Lamb 290-295p 300p

PPAAIIDD PPRRIICCEESS ((AAvveerraaggee)) PP//KKgg 

WW//EE 
2299//0088//0099

WW//EE 
0055//0099//0099

WW//EE 
1122//0099//0099

NI Liveweight 261.23p 253.17p 254.85p

NI Deadweight 295.26p 293.21p 287.79p

GB Deadweight 326.2p 321.9p 321.6p

loss-making production during the recession.   
It is important to note that the census also recorded
an increase in the number of paid and unpaid “other
workers” over the last year.  With labour more readily
available this is an indication that farms are bringing
in more help either in the form of employees or family
members.  This is not necessarily a sign of optimism
in the industry as the increase in labour has not
helped stop the decline in livestock numbers.  As a
result it may be possible to deduce that labour
efficiency per stock unit has fallen.   From an overall
industry perspective, this decline in the farming
population reduces the capacity of the industry to
supply the processing sector.  With the processing
industry already burdened by over-capacity these
ongoing developments have serious consequences.
In the medium-term the over-capacity issue must be
resolved.  The industry must also act quickly to
resolve the issue of the provision of consistent
adequate incomes for farmers, otherwise the sector
will continue to haemorrhage producers.  
Ongoing global trends would suggest that rising food
prices are inevitable in the long term.  With the
potential for better returns down the line, the danger
for producers and the processing sector is that the
industry will lose critical mass in the meantime and
not be in a position to benefit from any such
developments.    All of these issues are being
addressed in the continuing work of the NI Red Meat
Industry Task Force.  The Task Force Conference next
Wednesday will provide stakeholders with
information about initiatives undertaken to resolve
these and other structural issues and producers are
encouraged to attend.  To register, contact
sdoran@lmcni.com or phone Jill on 028 9263 3000.

Beef cow herd and breeding ewe
flock continue to decline

DDeeaaddwweeiigghhtt llaammbb pprriicceess

For the financial year to date, the classification
results show that 62 per cent of NI prime cattle
slaughtered are in the premium grades of Fat

Class 2 or 3 or 4L and E, U and R conformation.  Over
60 per cent of prime cattle slaughtered kill out at U or
R grades while less than two per cent of carcases are
E grade.  Over 70 per cent of cattle slaughtered are

fat class two or three.  

In comparison with the classification figures for the
2009 financial year it is noteworthy that there has
been little change in the classification of cattle
showing a certain consistency in the quality of cattle
presented for slaughter. 

Continued from previous page
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SSHHEEEEPP MMAARRTT PPRRIICCEESS SSEEVVEENN DDAAYYSS EENNDDEEDD 1155//0099//22000099

LLaammbbss

NNoo.. FFrroomm TToo

Wednesday Ballymena 1250 245 272

Markethill 650 250 278

Thursday Downpatrick 365 250 275

Saturday Hilltown 1028 249 307

Swatragh 749 270 310

Omagh 1651 257 278

Monday Crumlin 1402 255 290

Kilrea 880 263 283

Gortin 1025 271 305

Tuesday Saintfield 280 243 287

Rathfriland 552 250 280

FFaatt CCllaassss

CCoonnffoorrmmaattiioonn 11 22 33 44LL 44HH 55 TToottaall

EE 0.7% 0.9% 1.6%

UU 0.2% 4.1% 14.3% 4.2% 0.9% 0.1% 23.7%

RR 0.2% 4.0% 23.6% 10.0% 3.1% 0.3% 41.1%

OO++ 0.1% 2.0% 11.7% 4.1% 1.2% 0.2% 19.2%

OO 0.1% 1.5% 4.4% 1.0% 0.3% 7.3%

OO-- 0.1% 1.5% 2.7% 0.3% 0.1% 4.7%

PP 0.3% 1.0% 1.0% 0.1% 2.4%

TToottaall 1.0% 14.8% 58.5% 19.6% 5.6% 0.6% 100.0%

Note: Percentages may not add up to 100% due to rounding


