Diary dates

FQAS Liaison Officer - not sure
what you need for your
inspection?

Had an inspection and you'e not
sure how to deal with the action
points?

Linda will be at the following
marts next week:

Day Week Commencing
21/09/09
Tuesday Markethill
Wednesday Dungannon
Friday Ballymena
REMINDER

Register Now!

NI Red Meat Task Force

Update and Farm Walk
EU Speaker on CAP Beyond
2013

23 September 2009
at CAFRE, Greenmount
Campus, and Abbey Farm
To register, email:
sdoran@Imcni.com or tel:
Jill Parkes 028 9263 3000

Comments:

bulletin@Imcni.com
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ewe flock continues to decline. The preliminary

results of the DARD June 2009 census results
show a three per cent decline in the number of beef
cows and a four per cent decline in the number of
breeding ewes.
The census shows that beef cow numbers are now
down to 257,000 head, a decline of 9,000 head on
last year’s figure. The longer term trend is more
alarming. In 2002 there were 307,000 beef cows in
NI, meaning that the NI herd has shrunk by 50,000
cows in the last seven years. As expected, this
ongoing decline in cow numbers is having a severe
effect on the number of beef-sired calf births in NI. In
the first six months of 2009 just over 200,000 beef-
sired calves were registered. This represents a
decline of 12 per cent when compared to the same
period in 2008 (Bulletin Issue 2080). This is also
compounded by a two per cent decline in the number
of dairy cows.
The reason for declining cow numbers in NI is
typically given as the ending of direct subsidies with
the introduction of the Single Farm Payment in 2005
which decoupled support from production. This is
certainly one reason for the accelerated rate of the
decline in the cow herd since 2005. However, cow
numbers have been undergoing a gradual decline
since they peaked in 1998 at 345,000 head. NI has
now 90,000 fewer beef cows as numbers have fallen
gradually to present day levels. With this in mind, it
is important to identify other explanations for the
decline in the size of the beef herd. The shrinking
size of the farming population is one such

THE breeding animal base of NI's beef herd and

Beef cow herd and breeding ewe flock continue to
decline

explanation. This year’s June census recorded that
there were 31,000 farmers in NI. Almost half of these
farmers operate on a part time basis. This means
that the farming population has fallen by 10,000
since 1994 when there were over 41,000 farmers in
NI and the proportion of full time farmers was higher.
There are two inter-related aspects to the decline in
the size of the farming population. Firstly some
farmers are leaving the industry or reducing their
involvement and secondly fewer young people are
entering / staying in the industry. The average age of
the NI farmer is now 54 years old, significantly older
than the average age of the overall NI population.

Inadequate and inconsistent returns over the last 10
years have prompted many potential young farmers
to choose alternative careers and those that are
farming are more inclined to do so on a part-time
basis. Throughout the decade there were plentiful
opportunities for consistent incomes outside the
family farm. Even in the last year when alternative
employment opportunities have been limited, the
number of full time and part time farmers has
continued to decline with 500 fewer farmers in 2009
compared to 2008. The overall inference from the
farm labour figures is that producers have become
less inclined to use off-farm activities to subsidise

Continued on next page

NI Beef Cow and Farmer Numbers, 1994-2009
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E grade. Over 70 per cent of cattle slaughtered are

presented for slaughter.

Beef marts (£/100kg liveweight) (Seven Days Ending 14/09/09)

Finished Cattle Store Cattle
from to from
Steers Store bullocks up to 400kg
1st quality 145 170 1st quality 155
2nd quality 125 145 2nd quality 125
Friesians 104 127
Store bullocks 400kg-500kg
Heifers 1st quality 148
1st quality 145 170 2nd quality 120
2nd quality 110 144
Store bullocks over 500kg
Beef Cows 1st quality 148
2nd quality 120
1st quality 101 148
2nd quality 105 119 Store heifers up to 450kg
1st quality 140
Dairy Cows 2nd quality 110
1st quality 88 118 Store heifers over 450kg
2nd quality 40 99 1st quality 140
2nd quality 115

to
192
159

186
154

174
149

188
145

176
145

Dropped Calves (£/he;

ad)

from
Continental bull calves

1st quality 200
2nd quality 110

Continental heifer calves

1st quality 140
2nd quality 80

Fresian bull calves

1st quality 40
2nd quality 10

Holstein Bull Calves

2

to

325
228

235
168

152
98

92

NI Sheep Slaughterings (‘000 head per week)

Deadweight lamb prices

Sheep Prices

| Lamb Quotes |

an 0¥ 200 0o HIS week the factories are quoting 300p/kg for lamb
15 X Tfollowing a gradual decline in the sheep Kill over the last
o month.  The biggest kill of the year was in mid-August and
a0 - numbers have fallen gradually since then, with last week’s Kill
. ¥ down 16 per cent compared to the week ending 22 August. This
T has been a factor in the improved quotes this week.
o M D NI Average Weekly Sheep Price (p/kg CW)
<4500 - -- 2007 2002 xp0g
This week$ marts 0
=0 <
HIS week at the marts numbers through the rings are well . .-" ,
Tdown in comparison with last week with farmers making o A ; .
the best use of the better weather to catch up on  ;pp P e gy ey —
fieldwork. Last week there were nearly 700 lambs in - = el - ' e
Saintfield, whereas this week there were less than 300. This &0 1:77 . . -
has helped to underpin prices which are broadly similar to last 120

week.

Last Week This Week
09/09/09 16/09/09
Lamb 290-295p 300p
| PADPROES Merpe
W/E W/E W/E
29/08/09 05/09/09 12/09/09
NI Liveweight 261.23p 253.17p 254.85p
NI Deadweight 295.26p 293.21p 287.79p
GB Deadweight 326.2p 321.9p 321.6p
| s e o ons e on
Lambs
No. From To
Wednesday Ballymena 1250 245 272
Markethill 650 250 278
Thursday Downpatrick 365 250 275
Saturday Hilltown 1028 249 307
Swatragh 749 270 310
Omagh 1651 257 278
Monday Crumlin 1402 255 290
Kilrea 880 263 283
Gortin 1025 271 305
Tuesday Saintfield 280 243 287
Rathfriland 552 250 280




