
THE latest Food Outlook report released by the
UN Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO)
states that global meat prices have increased

sharply this year, partly due to constraints in the
global supply of beef and lamb.  These are trends
that are mirrored in the NI sheep industry, but are not
necessarily reflected in the local beef sector. 

The Food Outlook report, which is produced twice
annually, found that on a global basis, overall meat
prices were 12 per cent higher in the first quarter of
2010 compared to the same period in 2009.   These
increases were driven partly by the rising price of
beef, with prices up by 14% over the period
concerned. 

The report found that beef production was
constrained by lower cattle numbers in most large
beef producing countries (except some in South
America), and it anticipated that there will be some
stagnation in global production this year, with
aggregate output forecast to reach 64.9 million
tonnes - only up slightly on last year’s figure of 64.7
million tonnes.  

Aggregate beef production is expected to expand in

South America this year, with higher slaughterings in
Brazil, Paraguay and Uruguay.  Increased beef output
is also forecast for India due to increased
slaughtering of the buffalo herd.  Otherwise however,
production is forecast to be reduced in the other large
beef producing countries such as the USA and
Argentina. 

Output in the USA is projected to fall by 1% this year
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All reported prices and quotes based on the UK Dressing Spec.

THIS Wednesday the factories were quoting a base price of
262-264p/kg for U3 steers and heifers - effectively the
same price that was being quoted at the end of last week.

Within this range, one of the plants has reduced its U3 heifer
quote from 264p/kg to 262p/kg, remarking that there is
sufficient availability.  

Last week’s reported prices show average heifer prices to be
around 3p/kg higher than the previous week.  Heifer prices
were up across all grades, with the factories increasing the
price of U3 carcases by 2p/kg, while there was a 10p/kg
increase in the price paid for U2 heifers (although only 13
heifers were killed at this grade).  

Average steer prices fell last week by just less than 1p/kg with
the reported U3 steer price down by around 0.5p/kg.  Young
bull prices were 1.2p/kg higher on average, with the factories
paying almost 252p/kg on average and 260.5p/kg for U3
young bulls.  

With the mature bull  (over 24 months) kill very high in recent
months, it is worth noting that the U3 mature bull price was
almost 253p/kg last week. 

Information

Comments:
bulletin@lmcni.com

Notes: 
(i) Prices are p/kg Sterling - ROI prices converted at 1 Euro=82.66p Stg. 
(ii)Shading indicates a reduction on price reported in the previous bulletin. 
Further explanatory notes on these tables are available on request. 

Cattle

NNII CClleeaann CCaattttllee SSllaauugghhtteerriinnggss ((‘‘000000 hheeaadd ppeerr  wweeeekk))

NNII AAvveerraaggee WWeeeekkllyy CClleeaann CCaattttllee PPrriiccee ((pp//kkgg CCWW))

2007/2008 prices adjusted to provide a like-for-like comparison with
prices calculated under the new UK Dressing Specification. 

CCaattttllee QQuuootteess
LLaasstt WWeeeekk
0099//0066//1100

TThhiiss WWeeeekk
1166//0066//1100

U3 260 - 264p  
+ 8p bonus for in spec

262 - 264p  
+ 8p bonus for in spec

R3 254 - 258p
+ 8p bonus for in spec

256 - 258p
+ 8p bonus for in spec

O+3 248 - 252p
+ 8p bonus for in spec

250 - 252p
+ 8p bonus for in spec

Cows 205 - 216p 210 - 220p

PPrriicceess ((SStteeeerrss aanndd hheeiiffeerrss ccoommbbiinneedd))
WW//EE 

2299//0055//1100
WW//EE 

0055//0066//1100
WW//EE 

1122//0066//1100
U3 267.3p 267.1p 267.8p
R3 263.7p 263.0p 263.8p

O+3 256.0p 257.2p 256.9p

THE MARKETS

The NI Cattle Prices Table has been amended to include more detail with prices for a
wider range of grades provided.  If you need further information on prices contact the
LMC Technical Department on 028 9263 3000.

UK & ROI CATTLE PRICES (W/E 12/06/2010)

Scotland 
Northern 
England

Midlands 
& Wales

Southern
England 

Northern 
Ireland

Rep of 
Ireland

Steers

U3 278.8 268.0 269.0 262.6 265.4 258.7
R3 275.3 266.0 261.4 255.9 262.6 250.7
R4 277.0 275.8 261.4 255.4 259.9 249.9
O3 261.6 260.9 245.0 240.4 250.5 235.9

Average 274.5 270.5 257.7 248.1 258.3 -

Heifers

U3 279.0 274.4 267.3 263.3 270.1 267.2
R3 274.7 264.4 258.8 254.4 265.0 256.2
R4 276.4 265.7 260.7 254.7 260.3 254.6
O3 255.9 259.2 247.9 244.2 253.1 239.5

Average 274.1 265.4 256.9 248.1 260.8 -

Young 
Bulls

U3 266.0 256.5 261.3 259.2 260.5 259.8
R3 262.4 249.0 252.6 249.2 254.9 252.4
O3 236.8 230.3 236.0 244.2 242.5 237.3

Average 254.5 238.7 248.6 248.0 251.7 -
Prime Cattle 

Price Reported 7,266 5,835 6,190 4,141 5,336 -

Cows

O3 211.9 212.9 203.3 193.8 215.0 218.5
O4 214.6 213.0 206.8 195.3 217.9 219.9
P2 151.5 178.4 166.6 177.6 166.1 194.3
P3 180.9 195.0 179.5 184.3 192.5 213.9

UU33 QQuuoottee:: 226622--226644pp//kkgg

AAnnsswweerrpphhoonnee SSeerrvviiccee
FFaaccttoorryy QQuuootteess && 

MMaarrtt RReessuullttss 
UUppddaatteedd 55ppmm DDaaiillyy

NNeexxtt wweeeekk’’ss qquuootteess
aavvaaiillaabbllee eeaacchh FFrriiddaayy

TTeell::  002288 99226633 33001111

LAST week there was a mixed picture in terms of cattle prices
across GB.  In Scotland, steer and young bull prices were
down by around 0.5p/kg compared to the previous week,

while heifer prices were unchanged.  In Northern England there
was a 3.3p/kg increase in steer prices on average, with heifer
prices also rising.  In the Midlands and Wales, average steer
prices were down slightly while heifer prices increased.  Young
bull prices in the midlands rose by nearly 6p/kg on average.
Steer and heifer prices came under pressure in Southern

England.  NI U3 heifer prices are currently around 3p/kg higher
than the equivalent prices in the midlands, and 7p/kg higher
than the corresponding price in Southern England.  

Scottish prices remain the highest in GB, with the U3 heifer price
9p/kg higher than the corresponding price here.  Last week the
difference was 14p/kg. 

ROI & GB Price Comparisons

FFQQAASS HHeellpplliinnee
If you have had a recent
inspection and need help and
advice to rectify any non-
conformances, contact Seamus
on the FQAS helpline:
002288 99226633 33002244

Higher global beef prices in 2010
according to FAO

DDiidd yyoouu kknnooww??

BBeeeeff aanndd LLaammbb ccoonnttaaiinn
ccoonnjjuuggaatteedd lliinnoolleeiicc aacciidd
((CCLLAA)) wwhhiicchh hhaass bbeeeenn

lliinnkkeedd wwiitthh aa lloowweerr rriisskk
ooff ddeevveellooppiinngg ccaanncceerr!!

FFoorr mmoorree iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn 
lloogg oonn ttoo wwwwww..llmmccnnii..ccoomm

NI CATTLE PRICES (W/E 12/06/2010)
Steers Heifers Young Bulls Cows

U2 263.5 274.1 259.3 -
U3 265.4 270.1 260.5 230.6
U4L 259.7 264.4 254.3 226.0
R2 257.6 258.2 253.8 229.1
R3 262.6 265.0 254.9 228.2
R4L 260.0 260.9 250.4 227.5
O+2 253.3 250.7 247.9 216.9
O+3 257.6 256.1 248.2 220.4
O+4L 255.2 251.8 240.0 224.9
O4L 251.1 243.4 234.9 212.1
P+2 - - - 171.5
P+3 - - - 196.7

Average 258.3 260.8 251.7 202.7

TTaabbllee 11.. WWoorrlldd MMeeaatt MMaarrkkeettss aatt aa GGllaannccee ((SSoouurrccee:: FFAAOO))
- - 22000088 22000099 estimate 22001100 ((ffoorreeccaasstt)) %% CChhaannggee 0099//1100
WWoorrlldd BBaallaannccee ((tthhoouussaanndd ttoonnnneess)) - - - -
PPrroodduuccttiioonn 279 290 281 482 286 444 +1.8

Bovine 65 419 64 675 64 874 +0.3
Poultry 91 819 92 325 94 819 +2.7
Pigmeat 103 634 105 995 108 135 +2.0
Sheep / Goat 12 972 12 985 13 054 +0.5

TTrraaddee ((tthhoouussaanndd ttoonnnneess)) 25 936 25 268 25 374 +0.4
Bovine 7 366 7 259 7 281 +0.3
Poultry 11 130 11 149 11 041 -1.0
Pigmeat 6 306 5 755 5 947 +3.3
Sheep / Goat 867 832 830 -0.2

SSuuppppllyy aanndd DDeemmaanndd IInnddiiccaattoorrss - - - -
Annual Per Caput Food Consumption - - - -

World (kg/year) 41.7 41.6 41.9 +0.6
Developed (kg/year) 81.7 80.1 80.7 +0.8
Developing (kg/year) 30.9 31.3 31.6 +0.9

MMeeaatt PPrriiccee IInnddeexx (2002-2004 = 100) 22000088 22000099 22001100 ((JJaann--MMaayy)) %% CChhaannggee 0099//1100** 
*Comparison shows 2010 Jan-May over
2009 Jan-May, (Apr-May 2010 estimates) 128 118 129 +12.0

FFiigguurree 11.. FFAAOO IInntteerrnnaattiioonnaall PPrriiccee IInnddeexx
ffoorr MMeeaatt PPrroodduuccttss ((22000022--22000044==110000))

Continued on next page





LAST week, sheep exports from NI to factories
in ROI effectively ceased with only 211
sheep exported across the border.  This is a

precipitous decline, considering that in the five
months to the end of May, sheep exports to ROI
for direct slaughter averaged 3,622 head per
week.   

Last week’s trade represented only six per cent
of that average weekly figure.  Exports were also
low in the first week of June when only 838
lambs were exported to ROI (the average for May
was 3,000 sheep exported per week to ROI).
This suggests that a significant shift in trading
conditions has occurred since the start of June.   

It is notable that despite the sharp reduction in
exports to ROI in the first two weeks of June,
there was no commensurate increase in the
number of sheep slaughtered in the NI meat
plants.  

With this in mind, the most likely reason for the
decline in exports to ROI is the impact of EID
tagging requirements which have reduced the
availability of lambs in NI.  With producers
prohibited from moving lambs until they are EID
tagged, there has been a tightness in supply as
farmers adjust to the new requirements.  

With availability tight on all fronts, there have
been reports that this has led to factories
sourcing more lambs in the marts and this extra

competition may have discouraged southern
agents from buying here in recent weeks.  

The reluctance of southern buyers may have
been exacerbated by the reduced value of the
euro which will have rendered NI lamb less
competitive in the Euro zone.  

It is likely that the impact of EID on the trade will
be short-lived and the lamb trade should
gradually return to normal over the next few
weeks.  The euro made something of a rally
against sterling yesterday and should there be
more euro gains in the pipeline, this may also
help to revive the southern trade.  

OVER the seven days ending 15 June, with the EID issue
gradually resolving itself, numbers at the marts were
higher than the previous seven day period.  The average

prices reported by the marts were down by 13 - 14p/kg
compared to the previous week.  In Saintfield on Tuesday,
numbers were slightly higher than the previous week with an
additional 100 lambs through the ring.  The price of 355-
383p/kg was lower than last week’s reported price range of
374-402p/kg.  Yesterday (Wednesday) in Enniskillen prices
were back to 340-370p/kg (not tabulated).  Last Wednesday’s
price was 370-418p/kg. 

LMC does not guarantee the accuracy
or completeness of any third party
information provided in or included
with this publication. LMC hereby
disclaims any responsibility for error,
omission or inaccuracy in the
information, misinterpretation or any
other loss, disappointment,
negligence or damage caused by
reliance on third party information.

NNoott ffoorr ffuurrtthheerr ppuubblliiccaattiioonn oorr
ddiissttrriibbuuttiioonn wwiitthhoouutt pprriioorr ppeerrmmiissssiioonn

ffrroomm  LLMMCC

CCoonnttaacctt uuss:: 

WWeebbssiittee:: wwwwww..llmmccnnii..ccoomm

TTeelleepphhoonnee:: 002288 99226633 33000000

FFaaxx:: 002288 99226633 33000011

FFQQAASS HHeellpplliinnee:: 002288 99226633 33002244

AAnnsswweerrpphhoonnee:: 002288 99226633 33001111

CCllaassssiiffiiccaattiioonn QQuueerriieess:: 002288 99226633 33001122

TThhiiss wweeeekk ’’ss mmaarrttss

TTeexxtt SSeerrvviiccee
FFrreeee PPrriiccee QQuuootteess sseenntt 
ttoo yyoouurr mmoobbiillee pphhoonnee 

ttwwiiccee wweeeekkllyy
EEmmaaiill -- bbuulllleettiinn@@llmmccnnii..ccoomm 

TTeell::  002288 99226633 33002200

Sheep Prices

Sheep

NNII AAvveerraaggee WWeeeekkllyy SShheeeepp PPrriiccee ((pp//kkgg CCWW))

NNII LLaammbb // HHooggggeett SSllaauugghhtteerriinnggss ((‘‘000000 hheeaadd ppeerr  wweeeekk))

BBeeeeff mmaarrttss ((££//110000kkgg  lliivveewweeiigghhtt)) ((SSeevveenn DDaayyss EEnnddiinngg 1144//0066//1100))
FFiinniisshheedd CCaattttllee SSttoorree CCaattttllee DDrrooppppeedd CCaallvveess ((££//hheeaadd))

ffrroomm ttoo ffrroomm ttoo ffrroomm ttoo
SStteeeerrss SSttoorree bbuulllloocckkss uupp ttoo 440000kkgg CCoonnttiinneennttaall bbuullll ccaallvveess
1st quality 155 166 1st quality 153 183
2nd quality 140 154 2nd quality 125 152 1st quality 210 310
Friesians 115 129 2nd quality 160 205

SSttoorree bbuulllloocckkss 440000kkgg--550000kkgg
HHeeiiffeerrss 1st quality 154 188 CCoonnttiinneennttaall hheeiiffeerr ccaallvveess
1st quality 160 175 2nd quality 130 153
2nd quality 138 159 1st quality 180 282

SSttoorree bbuulllloocckkss oovveerr 550000kkgg 2nd quality 120 178
BBeeeeff CCoowwss 1st quality 140 156

2nd quality 127 139 FFrriieessiiaann bbuullll ccaallvveess
1st quality 108 132
2nd quality 82 107 SSttoorree hheeiiffeerrss uupp ttoo 445500kkgg 1st quality 105 155

1st quality 151 178 2nd quality 75 100
DDaaiirryy CCoowwss 2nd quality 130 150

HHoollsstteeiinn BBuullll CCaallvveess
1st quality 92 111 SSttoorree hheeiiffeerrss oovveerr 445500kkgg 5 120
2nd quality 66 90 1st quality 153 180

2nd quality 132 152

PPAAIIDD PPRRIICCEESS ((AAvveerraaggee)) PP//KKgg 

WW//EE
2299//0055//22001100

WW//EE
0055//0066//22001100

WW//EE
1122//0066//22001100

NI Liveweight 377.5p 385.1p 376.7p

NI Deadweight 420.4p 404.2p 396.6p

GB Deadweight 421.3p 430.2p 420.7p

SHEEP EXPORTS TO ROI
SIGNIFICANTLY LOWER IN

RECENT WEEKS

THE MARKETS

LLaammbbss 336600--336655pp//kkgg

as farmers start to rebuild their breeding herds.  It is also
anticipated that farmers will be rebuilding their herds in
New Zealand and Australia causing a decline in
slaughterings in Australasia.  Low returns for Chinese
producers is one of the reasons given for a projected 5%
decline in production there.  

With beef production expected to stagnate in 2010, beef
exports are also forecast to remain constant at 7.3
million tonnes.  An expansion in exports from Brazil and
the USA is envisaged with the FAO reporting that USA
traders are increasingly attracted by favourable world
beef prices.  However, these increased exports are
expected to be offset by a contraction in beef exports
from Argentina, Australia and New Zealand.  

Greater demand is forecast in developed countries, with
import demand in the USA and EU expected to grow by
between 1 - 2% due to reduced domestic supply and
recovering consumer demand.  The FAO attributes the
combination of increased demand and stagnant supply
to the higher global beef prices this year.  It also suggests
that these higher prices will limit the potential for any
growth in demand for imports from developing countries.  

Whilst these wider global trading conditions do have an
impact on the NI trade, NI producers are exposed to
other market factors that are specific to the NI / UK beef
market and these are also driving the direction of the
trade in 2010.  So far in 2010, beef supplies in both NI
and GB have been higher than in 2009.  This coupled
with a strengthening currency has had the impact of
putting prices under pressure, particularly in GB, in the
first half of 2010.  The ongoing impact of the global
trading conditions on the local market remains to be
seen. 

Higher global beef
prices in 2010

LLaammbb QQuuootteess

LLaasstt WWeeeekk 
0099//0066//1100

TThhiiss WWeeeekk 
1166//0066//1100

390 - 400p 360-365p

SSHHEEEEPP MMAARRTT PPRRIICCEESS SSEEVVEENN DDAAYYSS EENNDDEEDD 1155//0066//22001100

SSpprriinngg LLaammbbss

NNoo.. FFrroomm TToo

Wednesday Enniskillen 180 370 418

Newtownstewart 276 352 400

Markethill 600 375 408

Thursday Downpatrick 325 357 392

Saturday Hilltown 370 365 393

Swatragh 425 374 406

Omagh 212 358 372

Monday Crumlin 762 360 402

Kilrea 550 376 384

Gortin 670 363 403

Tuesday Saintfield 532 355 383

Lisahally 168 365 397

Rathfriland 682 350 405

THIS week lamb prices are coming under pressure with the
plants now quoting 360-365p/kg.  This follows quotes earlier
in the week of 390p/kg, with the factories citing weaker

demand as one reason for the reduced prices.  This reduction in
quotes reflects last year’s trade when there was a 27% decline in
price during a six week period from the late May 2009.  Producers
will be hoping that such a trend is not repeated in 2010.  However,
the prices this week probably are impacted somewhat by seasonal
trends, coupled with the reduced value of the euro which has been
stifling the export trade.  

Continued from previous page

FFiigguurree 11.. WWeeeekkllyy NNII sshheeeepp eexxppoorrttss ttoo RROOII ffoorr
ddiirreecctt ssllaauugghhtteerr:: 22000088--22001100

Source: DARD


