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ver the last four weeks, the Bulletin has

examlned the live trade of cattle and sheep in

and out of NI. At the start of February (Issue
No. 2102) we looked at figures for imports / exports
of sheep for direct slaughter in plants. In this article
we will look at the trade of breeding and store sheep.
At this stage, DARD has not finalised its figures on
store and breeding sheep imports and exports for
2009. However, figures are available for the first 11
months of 2009 and this data is sufficient for
analysis of current trends. Figures 1 and 2 below
show data on the trade of breeding and store sheep
in the first 11 months of the year from 2006 to 2009.

At the outset it is important to define what is meant
by breeding and store sheep. DARD reports
categorise sheep imports and exports as being either
for direct slaughter in a factory (DS) or onto farm for
breeding or production (BP). However, it is important
to note that the latter category contains sheep that
are exported for onward sale at GB marts. At the
point of export there is no way of knowing whether

Figure 1. NI Trade of Store and Breeding Sheep,

Increased exports of breeding
and store sheep in 2009

the exported sheep will be purchased at these marts
for immediate slaughter, further fattening or
breeding.

When all exports and imports are aggregated,
around 55,000 breeding and store sheep were
traded between NI and GB / ROl in the first 11
months of 2009. Such trade volumes pale into
insignificance when compared with the direct
slaughter trade, which accounted for a quarter of a
million lambs in exports to ROl alone in 2009.
However, this trade in sheep onto farms and into
marts is significant when you consider that the
average weekly sheep kill in NI in 2009 was 11,000
head. With over 50,000 head exported in 2009, this
amounts to more than a month’s kill in NI, or around
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half the annual sheep kill of some of the NI meat
plants.

Over the last three years, an average of 40,000
breeding and store sheep have been exported from
NI to farms or marts in GB and ROl annually. This is
illustrated in Figure 1. The majority of this trade was
with GB, with an average of about 30,000 sheep
exported there annually. One feature of this trade
has been the large volume of NI fat ewes that are
exported to GB for onward sale in Longtown Mart,
Carlisle. In recent months, the vast majority of these
NI origin cull ewes are sold on for immediate
slaughter to satisfy the strong ethnic demand for

mutton in GB.
Continued on next page

Figure 2. NI Trade of Store and Breeding Sheep,

Jan-Nov, 2006-2009
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Finished Cattle Store Cattle Dropped Calves (£/head)
from to from to from to
Steers Store bullocks up to 400kg Continental bull calves
1st quality 145 176 1st quality 160 225
2nd quality 135 149 2nd quality 140 170 1st quality 220 360
Friesians 100 139 2nd quality 120 248
Store bullocks 400kg-500kg
Heifers 1st quality 158 193 Continental heifer calves
1st quality 155 198 2nd quality 138 158
2nd quality 125 155 1st quality 145 280
Store bullocks over 500kg 2nd quality 80 180
Beef Cows 1st quality 150 176
2nd quality 130 155 Friesian bull calves
1st quality 110 156
2nd quality 88 125 Store heifers up to 450kg 1st quality 65 215
1st quality 155 188 2nd quality 30 128
Dairy Cows 2nd quality 125 159
Holstein Bull Calves
1st quality 90 118 Store heifers over 450kg 8 100
2nd quality 48 99 1st quality 160 183
2nd quality 135 159

NI Sheep Slaughterings (‘000 head per week)
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This week$ marts

with slacker trade reported at Crumlin, Saintfield and

Rathfriland. In Saintfield on Tuesday numbers through the
ring were down, with only 476 hoggets sold, just over half the
previous week’s sale. The price of 340-389p/kg was also down
from last week when the reported price was 357-389p/kg. In
Crumlin the reported price was 340-372p/kg, down from last
week’s price of 350-392p/kg.

THIS week, mart prices have come under some pressure

Hogget quotes 390-400p/kg

HIS week the factories are quoting 390-400p/kg for hoggets
Tdown slightly from last week when 410p/kg was paid.

Reported prices show that the factories paid 5p/kg less last
week for hoggets compared to the previous week. With prices
back by 10p/kg in GB, the differential between NIl and GB hogget
prices has narrowed. Last week the hogget kill was more or less
the same as the previous week, with 6,400 hoggets slaughtered
in NI. The ewe and lamb kill was down sharply however with only
860 head slaughtered last week compared to 1,350 head the
previous week.
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Sheep Prices

Lamb/Hogget Quotes

W/E

W/E

10/02/10 17/02/10

Hoggets 400 - 410p 390 - 400p

W/E W/E W/E
30/01/10 06/02/10 13/02/10
NI Liveweight 356.38p 358.04p 349.20p
NI Deadweight 399.14p 406.59p 401.25p
GB Deadweight 417.8p 421.7p 412.1p
| HezP T PIGESSEVEN DAYS ENDED 16/02/2010
Hoggets
No. From To
Wednesday Ballymena 1152 340 394
Enniskillen 561 372 390
Newtownstewart 190 347 372
Markethill 1000 340 372
Thursday Downpatrick 220 355 375
Saturday Hilltown 380 323 355
Donemana 540 342 378
Swatragh 674 343 385
Omagh 562 359 407
Monday Crumlin 972 340 372
Kilrea 680 348 378
Gortin 1020 370 402
Tuesday Saintfield 476 340 389
Lisahally 280 380 405
Rathfriland 327 335 377




