
Over the last four weeks, the Bulletin has
examined the live trade of cattle and sheep in
and out of NI.  At the start of February (Issue

No. 2102) we looked at figures for imports / exports
of sheep for direct slaughter in plants.  In this article
we will look at the trade of breeding and store sheep.
At this stage, DARD has not finalised its figures on
store and breeding sheep imports and exports for
2009.  However, figures are available for the first 11
months of 2009 and this data is sufficient for
analysis of current trends.  Figures 1 and 2 below
show data on the trade of breeding and store sheep
in the first 11 months of the year from 2006 to 2009.   

At the outset it is important to define what is meant
by breeding and store sheep.  DARD reports
categorise sheep imports and exports as being either
for direct slaughter in a factory (DS) or onto farm for
breeding or production (BP).  However, it is important
to note that the latter category contains sheep that
are exported for onward sale at GB marts.  At the
point of export there is no way of knowing whether

the exported sheep will be purchased at these marts
for immediate slaughter, further fattening or
breeding.  

When all exports and imports are aggregated,
around 55,000 breeding and store sheep were
traded between NI and GB / ROI in the first 11
months of 2009.  Such trade volumes pale into
insignificance when compared with the direct
slaughter trade, which accounted for a quarter of a
million lambs in exports to ROI alone in 2009.
However, this trade in sheep onto farms and into
marts is significant when you consider that the
average weekly sheep kill in NI in 2009 was 11,000
head.  With over 50,000 head exported in 2009, this
amounts to more than a month’s kill in NI, or around

half the annual sheep kill of some of the NI meat
plants.  

Over the last three years, an average of 40,000
breeding and store sheep have been exported from
NI to farms or marts in GB and ROI annually.  This is
illustrated in Figure 1.  The majority of this trade was
with GB, with an average of about 30,000 sheep
exported there annually.  One feature of this trade
has been the large volume of NI fat ewes that are
exported to GB for onward sale in Longtown Mart,
Carlisle.  In recent months, the vast majority of these
NI origin cull ewes are sold on for immediate
slaughter to satisfy the strong ethnic demand for
mutton in GB. 
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All reported prices and quotes based on the UK Dressing Spec.

THIS week, the factories continue to quote a base price of
268-270p/kg for U3 steers and heifers and there are
reports that 272p/kg may be available in some plants.

With the 8p/kg bonus for in-spec cattle, factories will be paying
278p/kg and above to get the cattle they want.  

The prices reported by the factories last week show general
stability with the average steer price down by just under a
penny and the average heifer price up marginally.  Average
young bull prices increased by 1.6p/kg.  Cow prices were also
up by about 2p/kg.  The U3 steer price was down by about a
penny while the U3 heifer price was up by a penny.  The U3
young bull price was up by 2p/kg.

The total cattle kill last week was 9,500 head with slaughter
numbers falling very gradually over the last four weeks, in line
with last year’s trends.  While slaughter numbers have been
falling, the factories have also gradually increased their activity
across the border with an increase in the number of cattle
imported for direct slaughter in recent weeks.  Last week nearly
900 head were imported from ROI, up from just over 800 head
the previous week.  This figure has been increasing week-on-
week since the start of the year and so far in 2010 about 4,000
head have been imported for direct slaughter from ROI.  

Diary Dates
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Notes: 
(i) Prices are p/kg Sterling - ROI prices converted at 1 Euro= 87.42p Stg. 
(ii)Shading indicates a reduction on price reported in the previous bulletin. 
Further explanatory notes on these tables are available on request. 

Cattle

NNII CClleeaann CCaattttllee SSllaauugghhtteerriinnggss ((‘‘000000 hheeaadd ppeerr  wweeeekk))

NNII AAvveerraaggee WWeeeekkllyy CClleeaann CCaattttllee PPrriiccee ((pp//kkgg CCWW))

Increased exports of breeding
and store sheep in 2009

2007/2008 prices adjusted to provide a like-for-like comparison with
prices calculated under the new UK Dressing Specification. 

CCaattttllee QQuuootteess
LLaasstt WWeeeekk
1100//0022//1100

TThhiiss WWeeeekk
1177//0022//1100

U3 268p 
+ 8p bonus for in spec

268p - 270p
+ 8p bonus for in spec

R3 262p 
+ 8p bonus for in spec

262p - 264p
+ 8p bonus for in spec

O+3 256p 
+ 8p bonus for in spec

256p - 258p
+ 8p bonus for in spec

Cows 205 - 214p 205 - 214p

PPrriicceess ((SStteeeerrss aanndd hheeiiffeerrss ccoommbbiinneedd))
WW//EE 

3300//0011//1100
WW//EE 

0066//0022//1100
WW//EE 

1133//0022//1100
U3 271.8p 272.6p 272.4p
R3 267.4p 268.0p 268.4p

O+3 261.3p 261.1p 261.9p

THE MARKETS

The NI Cattle Prices Table has been amended to include more detail with prices for a
wider range of grades provided.  If you need further information on prices contact the
LMC Technical Department on 028 9263 3000.

NI CATTLE PRICES (W/E 13/02/2010)
Steers Heifers Young Bulls Cows

U2 268.9 269.5 264.0 -
U3 269.4 275.3 264.0 223.6
U4L 258.8 268.6 258.7 220.8
R2 263.8 263.3 255.9 220.7
R3 267.2 269.5 258.6 224.8
R4L 262.8 266.4 252.4 220.6
O+2 255.2 255.4 257.2 210.8
O+3 263.1 260.7 255.7 216.0
O+4L 258.3 259.2 257.9 219.5

O3 250.2 248.9 251.8 201.7
O4L 247.9 245.6 231.8 206.8
P+2 - - - 179.3
P+3 - - - 192.5

Average 262.2 264.4 256.4 194.2

UK & ROI CATTLE PRICES (W/E 06/02/2010)

Scotland 
Northern 
England

Midlands 
& Wales

Southern
England 

Northern 
Ireland

Rep of 
Ireland

Steers

U3 293.9 290.4 285.2 276.7 270.6 259.3
R3 289.4 284.2 275.2 266.5 266.9 248.9
R4 293.1 289.7 277.5 266.0 260.4 247.7
O3 277.9 273.2 261.3 254.1 257.1 233.4

Average 291.2 283.1 272.9 258.7 262.9 -

Heifers

U3 292.4 287.2 280.5 273.5 274.5 266.6
R3 286.7 280.9 273.9 267.2 269.1 255.9
R4 290.6 282.1 274.5 263.8 264.1 256.0
O3 267.7 269.1 259.9 253.6 256.8 239.6

Average 288.4 279.0 269.5 256.4 264.2 -

Young 
Bulls

U3 280.8 273.7 273.4 275.1 261.8 259.0
R3 276.1 265.2 267.8 259.0 257.3 250.7
O3 258.7 246.4 249.9 255.3 248.2 237.5

Average 265.4 254.6 256.0 251.4 254.8 -
Prime Cattle 

Price Reported 7,303 5,632 5,453 3,622 6,110 -

Cows

O3 192.2 202.6 195.5 182.6 203.3 202.7
O4 199.9 202.0 203.3 185.2 210.6 205.4
P2 136.2 167.0 153.6 150.2 160.5 175.2
P3 154.5 185.3 177.2 163.0 187.3 195.7

FFaaccttoorryy qquuootteess ssttaabbllee

AAnnsswweerrpphhoonnee SSeerrvviiccee

FFaaccttoorryy QQuuootteess && 
MMaarrtt RReessuullttss 

UUppddaatteedd 55ppmm DDaaiillyy
NNeexxtt wweeeekk’’ss qquuootteess

aavvaaiillaabbllee eeaacchh FFrriiddaayy

TTeell::  002288 99226633 33001111

IN the first week of February, prices in GB fell almost across the
board for the third week in succession.  Once again, the hardest
hit region was Southern England, although there were some

sharp price cuts in Scotland and Northern England.  In Southern
England the average steer price was down by about 4p/kg.
Heifer prices were down by about 6p/kg on average and young
bull prices were down by about 7p/kg.  This means that in the
first week of the month NI U3, and R3 heifers were higher than
the corresponding prices in Southern England.  The gap between

NI and Scottish prices has also narrowed with Scottish steer and
heifer prices down by 1.5p/kg and 2.5p/kg respectively.  The gap
between NI and Scottish R4 steer prices remains wide at 33p/kg.
At its widest in 2009, the differential was 45p/kg and at its
narrowest, in the first week of February last year the differential
was less than 15p/kg for R4 steers.

RoI and GB price comparisons

FFQQAASS HHeellpplliinnee
If you have had a recent
inspection and need help and
advice to rectify any non-
conformances, contact Seamus
on the FQAS helpline:
002288 99226633 33002244
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THIS week, mart prices have come under some pressure
with slacker trade reported at Crumlin, Saintfield and
Rathfriland.  In Saintfield on Tuesday numbers through the

ring were down, with only 476 hoggets sold, just over half the
previous week’s sale.  The price of 340-389p/kg was also down
from last week when the reported price was 357-389p/kg.  In
Crumlin the reported price was 340-372p/kg, down from last
week’s price of 350-392p/kg.  

LMC does not guarantee the accuracy
or completeness of any third party
information provided in or included
with this publication. LMC hereby
disclaims any responsibility for error,
omission or inaccuracy in the
information, misinterpretation or any
other loss, disappointment,
negligence or damage caused by
reliance on third party information.

NNoott ffoorr ffuurrtthheerr ppuubblliiccaattiioonn oorr
ddiissttrriibbuuttiioonn wwiitthhoouutt pprriioorr ppeerrmmiissssiioonn

ffrroomm LLMMCC

CCoonnttaacctt uuss:: 

WWeebbssiittee:: wwwwww..llmmccnnii..ccoomm

TTeelleepphhoonnee:: 002288 99226633 33000000

FFaaxx:: 002288 99226633 33000011

FFQQAASS HHeellpplliinnee:: 002288 99226633 33002244

AAnnsswweerrpphhoonnee:: 002288 99226633 33001111

CCllaassssiiffiiccaattiioonn QQuueerriieess:: 002288 99226633 33001122

TThhiiss wweeeekk ’’ss mmaarrttss

TTeexxtt SSeerrvviiccee
FFrreeee PPrriiccee QQuuootteess sseenntt 
ttoo yyoouurr mmoobbiillee pphhoonnee 

ttwwiiccee wweeeekkllyy
EEmmaaiill -- bbuulllleettiinn@@llmmccnnii..ccoomm 

TTeell::  002288 99226633 33002200

Sheep Prices

THIS week the factories are quoting 390-400p/kg for hoggets
down slightly from last week when 410p/kg was paid.
Reported prices show that the factories paid 5p/kg less last

week for hoggets compared to the previous week.  With prices
back by 10p/kg in GB, the differential between NI and GB hogget
prices has narrowed.  Last week the hogget kill was more or less
the same as the previous week, with 6,400 hoggets slaughtered
in NI.  The ewe and lamb kill was down sharply however with only
860 head slaughtered last week compared to 1,350 head the
previous week.  

Sheep

NNII AAvveerraaggee WWeeeekkllyy SShheeeepp PPrriiccee ((pp//kkgg CCWW))

NNII SShheeeepp SSllaauugghhtteerriinnggss ((‘‘000000 hheeaadd ppeerr  wweeeekk))

BBeeeeff mmaarrttss ((££//110000kkgg  lliivveewweeiigghhtt)) ((SSeevveenn DDaayyss EEnnddiinngg 1155//0022//1100))
FFiinniisshheedd CCaattttllee SSttoorree CCaattttllee DDrrooppppeedd CCaallvveess ((££//hheeaadd))

ffrroomm ttoo ffrroomm ttoo ffrroomm ttoo
SStteeeerrss SSttoorree bbuulllloocckkss uupp ttoo 440000kkgg CCoonnttiinneennttaall bbuullll ccaallvveess
1st quality 145 176 1st quality 160 225
2nd quality 135 149 2nd quality 140 170 1st quality 220 360
Friesians 100 139 2nd quality 120 248

SSttoorree bbuulllloocckkss 440000kkgg--550000kkgg
HHeeiiffeerrss 1st quality 158 193 CCoonnttiinneennttaall hheeiiffeerr ccaallvveess
1st quality 155 198 2nd quality 138 158
2nd quality 125 155 1st quality 145 280

SSttoorree bbuulllloocckkss oovveerr 550000kkgg 2nd quality 80 180
BBeeeeff CCoowwss 1st quality 150 176

2nd quality 130 155 FFrriieessiiaann bbuullll ccaallvveess
1st quality 110 156
2nd quality 88 125 SSttoorree hheeiiffeerrss uupp ttoo 445500kkgg 1st quality 65 215

1st quality 155 188 2nd quality 30 128
DDaaiirryy CCoowwss 2nd quality 125 159

HHoollsstteeiinn BBuullll CCaallvveess
1st quality 90 118 SSttoorree hheeiiffeerrss oovveerr 445500kkgg 8 100
2nd quality 48 99 1st quality 160 183

2nd quality 135 159

PPAAIIDD PPRRIICCEESS ((AAvveerraaggee)) PP//KKgg 
WW//EE 

3300//0011//1100
WW//EE 

0066//0022//1100
WW//EE 

1133//0022//1100

NI Liveweight 356.38p 358.04p 349.20p

NI Deadweight 399.14p 406.59p 401.25p

GB Deadweight 417.8p 421.7p 412.1p

NI R3 heifer prices rise in euro
terms over last month

THE MARKETS

OVER the last month R3 heifer prices in the EU
have increased by about 4c/kg.  The average
price for R3 heifers in the EU for the first full

week in January was almost 309c/kg.  In the first
week of February the corresponding price was
313c/kg.  Prices rose generally across the EU and

with the euro under pressure against sterling, NI R3
heifer prices were up by 8c/kg in euro terms.  GB
prices were also up in euro terms, but with domestic
prices in GB coming under some pressure in recent
weeks, the increase in price there was more modest.
Greek and Italian prices remain the highest in the EU. 

LLaammbb//HHooggggeett QQuuootteess

WW//EE 
1100//0022//1100

WW//EE 
1177//0022//1100

Hoggets 400 - 410p 390 - 400p

Another feature of this trade in 2009 has been
the marked increase in the number of sheep
exported to farms in ROI.  Over 20,000 head
were exported in 2009, up from less than 9,000
head in 2008 and 3,500 head in 2007.  This
increased trade is probably a reflection of the
improved trading conditions provided by the
ongoing weakening of the euro against sterling
from 2007-2009.  However, early indications
show that this trade is continuing to hold up
despite the rising value of sterling in recent
months. 

This export trade to GB and ROI is not balanced
out by imports.  In 2009, only 5,000 sheep were
imported by NI farms from ROI and GB.  This
means that when all imports and exports are
accounted for, NI was a net exporter of breeding
and store sheep in the first 11 months of 2009,
with 45,500 head exported to GB and ROI net.   

NI farms continue to import next to no breeding
or store sheep from ROI.  Only 82 head were
imported in the first 11 months of 2009.  The
bulk of imports onto farm came across the Irish
Sea during that period with 5,000 breeding and
store sheep imported from GB.   This is obviously
a concern given the ongoing risk of importing the
Bluetongue virus from GB.  Farmers importing
sheep must be aware of the threat posed by
importing sheep from GB and are reminded that
the potential impact of bringing BTV into NI would
be devastating for a sheep industry that is
already in decline.    

Increased exports of
breeding and store

sheep in 2009
Continued from previous page

HHooggggeett qquuootteess 339900--440000pp//kkgg

SSHHEEEEPP MMAARRTT PPRRIICCEESS SSEEVVEENN DDAAYYSS EENNDDEEDD 1166//0022//22001100

HHooggggeettss

NNoo.. FFrroomm TToo

Wednesday Ballymena 1152 340 394

Enniskillen 561 372 390

Newtownstewart 190 347 372

Markethill 1000 340 372

Thursday Downpatrick 220 355 375

Saturday Hilltown 380 323 355

Donemana 540 342 378

Swatragh 674 343 385

Omagh 562 359 407

Monday Crumlin 972 340 372

Kilrea 680 348 378

Gortin 1020 370 402

Tuesday Saintfield 476 340 389

Lisahally 280 380 405

Rathfriland 327 335 377

EEUU DDeeaaddwweeiigghhtt CCaattttllee PPrriicceess -- HHeeiiffeerrss RR33 EEqquuiivvaalleenntt ((€€ CCeennttss))
PPoossiittiioonn llaasstt

MMtthh
PPoossiittiioonn tthhiiss

MMtthh CCoouunnttrryy
PPrriiccee llaasstt MMtthh ((ww//ee

1100..0011..1100))
PPrriiccee tthhiiss MMtthh ((ww//ee

0077..0022..1100))
CChhaannggee oonn MMtthh

((cceennttss))

1 1 Greece 390.6 404.4 +13.8

2 2 Italy 378.8 386.9 +8.2

3 3 Luxembourg 329.4 323.8 -5.6

4 4 France 317.0 319.0 +2.0

5 5 Great Britain 313.1 316.8 +3.8

7 6 Denmark 296.9 311.9 +15.0

6 7 Northern Ireland 298.3 306.4 +8.1

9 8 Spain 294.4 300.5 +6.1

8 9 Germany 296.3 298.8 +2.5
10 10 Ireland 290.9 291.0 +0.1

11 11 Austria 286.4 286.5 +0.1

13 12 Sweden 269.9 287.7 +17.8

12 13 Slovenia 273.4 277.0 +3.6

14 14 Belgium 269.5 275.0 +5.5

15 15 Poland 234.3 241.0 +6.7

16 16 Czech Republic 224.9 234.9 +10.0

17 17 Lithuania 188.5 202.9 +14.4

EU 27 Average 308.8 312.6 +3.8

OOffffiicciiaall pprriicceess rreeppoorrtteedd ttoo tthhee EECC DDrreessssiinngg SSppeecciiffiiccaattiioonn


