
OVER the last fortnight, lamb prices have
increased relative to prices last Autumn with
the factories now quoting 325-330p/kg for

FQAS lambs.  With the Muslim festival of Eid-al-Adha
occurring at the end of November, there has been
some speculation that the recent surge in price has
been driven on the demand side. It is easy to see
why when in England, Muslims account for about
3% of the population, but account for about 20% of
lamb consumption (Eblex).  However, while seasonal
demand factors may be helping matters, there are
also some supply-side explanations for the improved
prices.   The figures on the opposite page show how,
for the year to date, the sheep kill is down 10%
compared with the same period in 2008.  The
figures for October alone are even starker, with the
lamb kill down 15% compared to last October.  These
factors have caused considerable upward price
pressure and in the first week of November
deadweight lamb prices were around 40p higher
than in the same week last year.
It would appear that these strong deadweight prices,
coupled with the potential for a further reduction in
local lamb supplies are generating optimism about
the prospects for lamb in the first half of 2010.  This
has been exemplified by a buoyant trade in store
lambs in recent weeks with a reported average price
of £49.25 per head, up almost 40% from last year.
AHDB have reported a similar trade in GB with store
prices averaging over £45 in mid-October, 39%
higher than the same week last year.  
At these prices, UK producers are betting that a
viable return will be available in the spring and one
factor that will determine whether strong farmgate
lamb prices will be realised in early 2010 will be the
availability and price of New Zealand lamb.  

Initial indications suggest that the volume of frozen
New Zealand lamb on European supermarket
shelves will be no higher in 2010 than in 2009.  In
the first half of 2009, New Zealand lamb imports to
the EU were down by six per cent compared to 2008.
This certainly helped to drive the strong prices earlier
in the year.  Forecasts made by Meat and Wool New
Zealand (MWNZ) in August suggest that a similar
trading environment may be expected in 2010.
MWNZ suggest that the monthly level of
slaughterings in 2009/2010 will be similar to
2008/2009 and certainly well below the levels of
2007/2008. In August they also anticipated a two
per cent decline in export slaughterings in the
2009/2010 season.  With this in mind, and given
the fact that New Zealand prices are currently six per
cent higher than last year, the price potential in NI in
spring 2010 would appear to be good.  
However, some caution is advised when considering
the impact of these forecasted declines in New
Zealand production on NI prices.  New Zealand
imports to the EU are essentially capped by a quota
which restricts volumes to 228,000 tonnes per
annum.  The kiwis are typically keen to fill this quota
since the EU is their most lucrative market.  In
2008, for example, they filled 99 per cent of this
quota.  
The potential for them to fill their quota in 2009 is
reduced given the lower level of exports in the first
half of the year, however given the relative value of
the EU market, it would be logical for NZ exporters to
remove any long-term under-utilisation of this quota

by diverting product to the EU from other less
attractive export destinations in 2010.   The ability of
the kiwis to fill their quota will depend on a range of
factors and predicting this is difficult.  As well as
domestic availability it will also depend on underlying
retail demand in Europe and the NZD/EUR exchange
rate which has become less favourable to New
Zealand imports in recent months.   
In general however, the reduced availability of New
Zealand lamb must be regarded as a positive sign
for NI producers, since it does have the potential to
create upward price pressure on a global basis.
Whether it actually means that New Zealand
supplies to the EU will be reduced in 2010 remains
to be seen. 
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All reported prices and quotes based on the UK C/W.

LAST week there were some movements in average
prices as producers and the factories continued to
adjust to the new pricing structure.  Average heifer

prices were unchanged from the previous week, while
average steer and young bull prices were down by almost
2p/kg.  

With the U3 steer price falling last week and the U3 heifer
price rising, the gap between U3 steer and heifer prices is
now 5.5p/kg.  U3 grade young bull prices are even lower at
256.8p/kg, 10p/kg lower than heifer prices.  

It would appear that it is much easier to get U3 heifers into
spec for weight and age and therefore these cattle are
subject to fewer deductions and more bonuses.  On the
other hand it would seem that farmers are finding it harder
to get U3 steers into spec for weight and the associated
deductions are dragging down the average price of these
cattle.  

R3 steer prices are now just three pence lower than U3
steer prices, demonstrating that R3 steers are more likely
to be in-spec.

IN the first week of November cattle prices in ROI were well
below NI levels following gains made by sterling.  ROI U3 heifer
prices were 12p/kg lower than NI prices and the gap between

U3 steer prices was wider at nearly 16p/kg.   With such wide
differentials some plants may be inclined to increase imports for
direct slaughter from ROI.  Scottish prices are as usual the
highest in GB, with 42p separating R4 steer prices in NI and

Scotland. This gap was actually higher in the last week of October
before the new pricing structure was introduced.   On average NI
steers are now 37p/kg lower than Scottish prices while Southern
England steer prices are now 6p/kg ahead of NI prices on
average.  

RoI and GB price comparisons

Diary dates
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bulletin@lmcni.com

FFQQAASS LLiiaaiissoonn OOffffiicceerr – not sure
what you need for your
inspection?
Had an inspection and you’re not
sure how to deal with the action
points?
Linda will be at the following
marts next week:

DDaayy WWeeeekk CCoommmmeenncciinngg
2233//1111//0099

Monday Omagh

Wednesday Camlough

Friday Rathfriland

Notes: 
(i) Prices are p/kg Sterling - ROI prices converted at 1 Euro= 89.7p Stg. 
(ii)Shading indicates a reduction on price reported in the previous bulletin. 
Further explanatory notes on these tables are available on request. 

Cattle

NNII CClleeaann CCaattttllee SSllaauugghhtteerriinnggss ((‘‘000000 hheeaadd ppeerr  wweeeekk))

NNII AAvveerraaggee WWeeeekkllyy CClleeaann CCaattttllee PPrriiccee ((pp//kkgg CCWW))

Stronger sheep prices in November

2007/2008 prices adjusted to provide a like-for-like comparison with
prices calculated under the new UK Dressing Specification. 

CCaattttllee QQuuootteess
LLaasstt WWeeeekk
1111//1111//0099

TThhiiss WWeeeekk
1188//1111//0099

U3 260-262p 
+ 8p Bonus for in-spec 

260-262p 
+ 8p Bonus for in-spec 

R3 254-256p 
+ 8p Bonus for in-spec 

254-256p 
+ 8p Bonus for in-spec 

O+3 248-250p
+ 8p Bonus for in-spec 

248-250p 
+ 8p Bonus for in-spec 

Cows 205-214p 205-214p

PPrriicceess ((SStteeeerrss aanndd hheeiiffeerrss ccoommbbiinneedd))
WW//EE 

3311//1100//0099
WW//EE 

0077//1111//0099
WW//EE 

1144//1111//0099
U3 262.4p 264.5p 264.2p
R3 256.4p 259.6p 259.6p

O+3 250.1p 253.2p 253.2p

AAnnsswweerrpphhoonnee SSeerrvviiccee
FFaaccttoorryy QQuuootteess && 

MMaarrtt RReessuullttss 
UUppddaatteedd 55ppmm DDaaiillyy

NNeexxtt wweeeekk’’ss qquuootteess
aavvaaiillaabbllee eeaacchh FFrriiddaayy

TTeell::  002288 99226633 33001111

THE MARKETS

The NI Cattle Prices Table has been amended to include more detail with prices for a
wider range of grades provided.  If you need further information on prices contact the
LMC Technical Department on 028 9263 3000.

NI CATTLE PRICES (W/E 14/11/2009)
Steers Heifers Young Bulls Cows

U2 259.8 261.5 256.3 -
U3 261.4 267.0 256.8 219.0
U4L 254.9 261.5 253.6 219.8
R2 254.1 253.7 251.1 214.7
R3 258.8 260.3 251.2 217.6
R4L 253.0 255.6 232.1 216.0
O+2 247.4 246.3 241.9 199.1
O+3 253.4 252.9 243.8 210.3
O+4L 243.9 247.7 241.4 213.9

O3 240.6 239.7 239.8 198.9
O4L 234.8 231.4 199.5
P+2 - - 177.8
P+3 - 230.0 - 188.6

Average 253.5 255.2 249.3 183.1

UK & ROI CATTLE PRICES (W/E 07/11/2009)

Scotland 
Northern 
England

Midlands 
& Wales

Southern
England 

Northern 
Ireland

Rep of 
Ireland

Steers

U3 298.5 283.8 281.3 275.1 262.8 247.0
R3 292.7 278.8 272.0 268.8 258.5 241.9
R4 295.5 285.5 271.6 269.2 253.4 242.1
O3 277.9 269.9 260.5 257.6 248.6 229.8

Average 292.2 278.0 267.4 261.2 255.2 -

Heifers

U3 297.8 286.7 279.1 276.4 266.2 254.6
R3 291.0 278.9 271.2 268.9 260.7 249.0
R4 294.2 279.9 270.8 267.3 255.4 250.3
O3 271.4 263.9 257.3 256.1 249.9 235.0

Average 291.0 274.9 265.5 259.9 255.2 -

Young 
Bulls

U3 283.9 269.5 275.1 275.6 259.6 259.9
R3 280.4 264.5 267.7 267.1 254.0 254.1
O3 256.9 250.7 251.7 254.3 243.3 233.2

Average 270.6 259.5 260.8 254.3 251.5 -
Prime Cattle 

Price Reported 6,530 6,001 4,693 3,590 7,227 -

Cows

O3 191.5 201.4 187.2 181.5 201.7 194.9
O4 191.6 201.4 190.5 183.6 207.6 196.9
P2 143.4 164.5 161.9 151.6 163.5 165.5
P3 153.8 183.5 175.0 165.7 185.9 187.5

GGaapp eemmeerrggiinngg bbeettwweeeenn UU33
sstteeeerrss aanndd hheeiiffeerrss

OOmmaagghh AAuuccttiioonn MMaarrtt
CChhrriissttmmaass SShhooww aanndd

SSaallee ooff BBeeeeff CCaattttllee aanndd
SSuucckk CCaallvveess

WWeedd 2255 NNoovveemmbbeerr
JJuuddggiinngg:: 44::3300ppmm

SSaallee:: 77::0000ppmm

NNeeww ZZeeaallaanndd EExxppoorrtt LLaammbb SSllaauugghhtteerriinnggss

Source: Statistics New Zealand / AHDB
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THIS week at the marts the strong trade continued with
reported prices stronger in several marts.  In Crumlin on
Monday prices ranged from 280-320, up by 13p/kg at the

top end from last week’s price.   Likewise the price in Kilrea rose
at the top end by 5p/kg compared to last week.  The best prices
over the weekend were paid in Omagh where the range was 305-
342p/kg.  By mid-week prices were continuing to hold firm, with
prices in Saintfield and Gortin on a par with last week.  

LMC does not guarantee the accuracy
or completeness of any third party
information provided in or included
with this publication. LMC hereby
disclaims any responsibility for error,
omission or inaccuracy in the
information, misinterpretation or any
other loss, disappointment,
negligence or damage caused by
reliance on third party information.

NNoott ffoorr ffuurrtthheerr ppuubblliiccaattiioonn oorr
ddiissttrriibbuuttiioonn wwiitthhoouutt pprriioorr ppeerrmmiissssiioonn

ffrroomm LLMMCC

CCoonnttaacctt uuss:: 

WWeebbssiittee:: wwwwww..llmmccnnii..ccoomm

TTeelleepphhoonnee:: 002288 99226633 33000000

FFaaxx:: 002288 99226633 33000011

FFQQAASS HHeellpplliinnee:: 002288 99226633 33002244

AAnnsswweerrpphhoonnee:: 002288 99226633 33001111

CCllaassssiiffiiccaattiioonn QQuueerriieess:: 002288 99226633 33001122

TThhiiss wweeeekk ’’ss mmaarrttss

TTeexxtt SSeerrvviiccee
FFrreeee PPrriiccee QQuuootteess sseenntt 
ttoo yyoouurr mmoobbiillee pphhoonnee 

eeaacchh wweeeekk 
EEmmaaiill -- bbuulllleettiinn@@llmmccnnii..ccoomm 

TTeell::  002288 99226633 33002200

Sheep Prices

THIS week the plants continued to quote 320-330p/kg for
lambs, similar to the prices at the end of last week.  Last
week’s deadweight price was up 14p/kg on the previous

week, similar to the trend in GB.  Stronger demand and reduced
supplies are the factors that have led to the stronger prices.  At
11,800 head, last week’s slaughter numbers were down 21 per
cent compared to the year’s high watermark in mid-September
when the weekly kill reached 15,000 head. 

Sheep

NNII AAvveerraaggee WWeeeekkllyy SShheeeepp PPrriiccee ((pp//kkgg CCWW))

NNII SShheeeepp SSllaauugghhtteerriinnggss ((‘‘000000 hheeaadd ppeerr  wweeeekk))

BBeeeeff mmaarrttss ((££//110000kkgg  lliivveewweeiigghhtt)) ((SSeevveenn DDaayyss EEnnddiinngg 1166//1111//0099))
FFiinniisshheedd CCaattttllee SSttoorree CCaattttllee DDrrooppppeedd CCaallvveess ((££//hheeaadd))

ffrroomm ttoo ffrroomm ttoo ffrroomm ttoo
SStteeeerrss SSttoorree bbuulllloocckkss uupp ttoo 440000kkgg CCoonnttiinneennttaall bbuullll ccaallvveess
1st quality 147 168 1st quality 148 179
2nd quality 130 146 2nd quality 130 147 1st quality 200 275
Friesians 100 114 2nd quality 150 198

SSttoorree bbuulllloocckkss 440000kkgg--550000kkgg
HHeeiiffeerrss 1st quality 143 167 CCoonnttiinneennttaall hheeiiffeerr ccaallvveess
1st quality 146 166 2nd quality 125 142
2nd quality 130 145 1st quality 175 235

SSttoorree bbuulllloocckkss oovveerr 550000kkgg 2nd quality 120 172
BBeeeeff CCoowwss 1st quality 140 156

2nd quality 120 139 FFrriieessiiaann bbuullll ccaallvveess
1st quality 117 157
2nd quality 95 116 SSttoorree hheeiiffeerrss uupp ttoo 445500kkgg 1st quality 102 130

1st quality 140 177 2nd quality 50 100
DDaaiirryy CCoowwss 2nd quality 120 139

HHoollsstteeiinn BBuullll CCaallvveess
1st quality 96 116 SSttoorree hheeiiffeerrss oovveerr 445500kkgg 5 118
2nd quality 70 95 1st quality 140 179

2nd quality 125 149

LLaammbb QQuuootteess
LLaasstt WWeeeekk
1111//1111//0099

TThhiiss WWeeeekk
1188//1111//0099

Lamb 320p 320-330p

PPAAIIDD PPRRIICCEESS ((AAvveerraaggee)) PP//KKgg 
WW//EE 

3311//1100//0099
WW//EE 

0077//1111//0099
WW//EE 

1144//1111//0099

NI Liveweight 265.65p 271.70p 291.62p

NI Deadweight 294.60p 305.00p 319.03p

GB Deadweight 315.0p 320.3p 334.2p

DDeeaaddwweeiigghhtt llaammbb pprriicceess

YOUNG BULL KILL CONTINUES TO RISE

THE MARKETS

IN the month of October there were some significant
developments in NI slaughter numbers.  The total
cattle kill for the month was eight per cent higher

than last October, driven mainly by significant
increases in the cow and bull kills.  The young bull kill
increased by 75 per cent with more farmers looking
for the efficiencies associated with rearing bulls.  The
increased mature bull kill may be an indication of
increased culling of the beef suckler herd.

For the year to date the total cattle kill is up by five per
cent with clean cattle slaughterings up by three per
cent.  This has been driven by the 3,000 head
increase in the heifer kill and the 11,000 head
increase in the young bull kill for the year to date. 
The decline in sheep slaughterings continued in
October with total sheep slaughterings down by 11
per cent.  

IN recent weeks, sterling has begun to make some
gains against the Euro having lost considerable
value throughout August, September and early

October this year.  On 5th August the Euro was worth
84p.  By 13th October it had appreciated to 94p and
early this week its value had declined back to 88.6p.  

This currency volatility impacts NI farmers in several
ways.  Stronger sterling makes our exports relatively
more expensive and thus less attractive to EuroZone
customers.  However, it also has the potential to
temper any potential increases in farm input costs. 

This latest swing in the value of sterling reverses
some of the competitive gains made by NI producers
when sterling was falling in value back in September
and October.  The table below shows how the
weakening of the Euro strengthens the competitive
position of ROI producers in the GB market.  These
developments essentially mean that ROI farmgate
prices now have some scope to rise, having fallen to
compensate for the high value of the Euro last month.   

It is important to recognise that sterling’s value
against the euro remains relatively weak.  Last
October a euro was worth only 77p before it began
to appreciate to its peak in December at 97p.  During
that period and in the first few months of 2009, the
weak value of sterling was a key driver of rising
farmgate prices.  

Exchange Rate: 
Sterling making gains

RROOII UU33 HHeeiiffeerr PPrriiccee iinn SStteerrlliinngg TTeerrmmss ((330000kkgg
CCWW)) BBaasseedd oonn ccoonnssttaanntt pprriiccee ooff 228866cc//kkgg

55 AAuugg 1133 OOcctt 1177 NNoovv

Euro Worth 84.7p 94.1p 88.6p

Price 242.2p 269.1p 253.4p

Carcase Value £727 £807 £760

NNII CCAATTTTLLEE AANNDD SSHHEEEEPP SSLLAAUUGGHHTTEERRIINNGGSS
OOccttoobbeerr YYeeaarr ttoo DDaattee

((44 wweeeekkss eennddeedd 3311//1100//0099)) ((4444 wweeeekkss eennddeedd 3311//1100//0099))
22000088 22000099 CChhaannggee JJaann 0088 -- OOcctt 0088 JJaann 0099 -- OOcctt 0099 CChhaannggee

CCAATTTTLLEE -- 
FFOOOODDCCHHAAIINN

Steers 21,912 21,517 -2% 147,987 143,351 -3%

Heifers 13,499 13,474 -0% 110,755 113,055 +2%

Young Bulls 3,304 5,773 +75% 34,098 45,093 +32%

Cows 9,142 10,331 +13% 61,937 69,801 +13%

Mature Bulls 434 1,161 +168% 2,861 4,069 +42%

Calves 64 39 -39% 778 393 -49%

TToottaall CCaattttllee 4488,,335555 5522,,229955 ++88%% 335588,,441166 337755,,776622 ++55%%

SSHHEEEEPP

Lambs & Hoggets 69,848 59,406 -15% 474,245 429,279 -9%

Ewes & Rams 5,930 7,950 +34% 67,212 59,275 -12%

TToottaall SShheeeepp 7755,,777788 6677,,335566 --1111%% 554411,,445577 448888,,555544 --1100%%

Source: DARD

SSHHEEEEPP MMAARRTT PPRRIICCEESS SSEEVVEENN DDAAYYSS EENNDDEEDD 1177//1111//22000099

LLaammbbss

NNoo.. FFrroomm TToo

Wednesday Ballymena 1514 280 307

Enniskillen 358 288 320

Newtownstewart 453 276 303

Markethill 740 280 322

Thursday Downpatrick 488 275 320

Saturday Hilltown 830 262 313

Omagh 1444 305 342

Monday Crumlin 1322 280 320

Kilrea 800 286 316

Gortin 920 292 335

Tuesday Saintfield 842 280 333

Rathfriland 604 270 332


