
THE beef carcase classification statistics for the
first half of 2010 provide some insight into
trends in the beef industry in NI this year and

clearly show the impact of the increased number of
dairy-sired young bulls in the slaughter mix.  

In the first half of the year there has been a slight
decline in the proportion of prime beef carcases
grading at E, U, R and O+ conformation, while the
proportion of carcases grading in O, O- and P has
increased.  For example, in the first half of 2009
24.4% of prime cattle were U grades.  In 2010,
23.5% were U grades.  This is quite clearly a
reflection of the changes in the slaughter mix which

have occurred over the first half of 2010.  In the first
half of the year young bull slaughterings increased by
55% compared to the previous year.  A large
proportion of this increase emanated from the dairy-
sector.  Last year only 23% of bulls killed between
January and June were dairy-sired.  In the first half of
this year the equivalent figure was 39%.  Holstein or
Friesian bulls are more likely to have a poorer

conformation than specialist beef breeds, which
account for a smaller proportion of the kill this year,
and as a result there has been an increase in the
proportion killing in O- and P grades.  With O- and P
grades attracting lower prices, this development has
certainly had an impact on the average price paid
for prime cattle since the start of the year.   
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All reported prices and quotes based on the UK Dressing Spec.

THIS Wednesday most of the plants were quoting a base U3
price of 250-252p/kg, with one plant suggesting that
254p/kg was being paid for the odd good batch of heifers.

Only one plant is continuing to quote 248p/kg - another factory
which had been quoting 248p/kg on Monday has since raised
its offer by 2p/kg.  This may be a reflection of tighter numbers.  

The latest reported prices would suggest that very few producers
accepted a base price of 248p/kg last week.  Price reports show
that last week’s U3 steer price averaged out at 257p/kg,
inclusive of all bonuses and penalties.  The corresponding U3
heifer price was 259p/kg, down by 4p/kg on the previous
week’s price.  On average the steer price was 0.3p/kg higher
last week while the average heifer price was nearly 2.5p/kg
lower than the previous week.  The average young bull price was
down by 1.5p/kg at 240p/kg.  The cull cow trade performed well
last week with prices averaging 191p/kg, 4.5p/kg higher than
the previous week.  

Last week the NI prime kill was 4% lower than the previous week
mainly due to a 19% reduction in young bull numbers.  The
heifer kill was 5% lower than the previous week, while the steer
kill was 9.5% higher.  

Information

Comments:
bulletin@lmcni.com

Notes: 
(i) Prices are p/kg Sterling-ROI prices converted at 1 euro=82.70p Stg
(ii)Shading indicates a reduction on price reported in the previous bulletin. 
Further explanatory notes on these tables are available on request. 

Cattle

NNII CClleeaann CCaattttllee SSllaauugghhtteerriinnggss ((‘‘000000 hheeaadd ppeerr  wweeeekk))

NNII AAvveerraaggee WWeeeekkllyy CClleeaann CCaattttllee PPrriiccee ((pp//kkgg CCWW))

2007/2008 prices adjusted to provide a like-for-like comparison with
prices calculated under the new UK Dressing Specification. 

CCaattttllee QQuuootteess
LLaasstt WWeeeekk
1111//0088//1100

TThhiiss WWeeeekk
1188//0088//1100

U3 248 - 252p  
+ 8p bonus for in spec

248 - 252p  
+ 8p bonus for in spec

R3 242 - 246p
+ 8p bonus for in spec

242 - 246p
+ 8p bonus for in spec

O+3 236 - 240p
+ 8p bonus for in spec

236 - 240p
+ 8p bonus for in spec

Cows 200 - 210p 200 - 210p

PPrriicceess ((SStteeeerrss aanndd hheeiiffeerrss ccoommbbiinneedd))
WW//EE 

3311//0077//1100
WW//EE 

0077//0088//1100
WW//EE 

1144//0088//1100
U3 259.9p 259.7p 257.9p
R3 255.7p 254.2p 253.1p

O+3 249.8p 247.3p 246.7p

THE MARKETS

The NI Cattle Prices Table has been amended to include more detail with prices for a
wider range of grades provided.  If you need further information on prices contact the
LMC Technical Department on 028 9263 3000.

UU33 QQuuoottee:: 224488--225522pp//kkgg

HAVING come under pressure in late July / early August,
cattle prices staged something of a recovery in Scotland
last week.  The average steer price increased by 4p/kg on

the previous week, while average heifer prices were 2.5p/kg
higher.  The trend was similar in Northern England where average
steer prices increased by 1.6p/kg and average heifer prices were
0.5p/kg higher.  Average steer and heifer prices were also up
slightly in Southern England last week (by 1p/kg), however in the
midlands, prices were slightly lower.  Looking at entire GB market,

prime cattle prices were up by an average of 1p/kg last week
while cow prices were up by 2p/kg compared to the previous
week.  In ROI cattle prices were generally higher last week.  The
R4 steer price was up by 2c/kg while the R4 heifer price was
nearly 3c/kg higher.  Cow prices were also higher.  With the euro
down slightly in value last week, these increases were not quite
as strong in sterling terms.  

ROI & GB Price Comparisons

Prime Cattle Classification
Statistics - 1st Half 2010

RReemmiinnddeerr
NNBBAA ((NNII)) OOppeenn IInnvviittaattiioonn

ttoo::

WWeeaanniinngg MMaannaaggeemmeenntt &&
CCaattttllee HHaannddlliinngg FFaarrmm

WWaallkkss aanndd TTaallkkss

TTuueessddaayy 2244tthh AAuugguusstt
ffrroomm 22 -- 66ppmm 

OOnn tthhee ffaarrmm ooff JJaammeess
NNeellssoonn,, 2211 CCaarrnndduuffff

RRooaadd,, LLaarrnnee,, BBTT4400 33NNJJ

WWeeddnneessddaayy 2255tthh AAuugguusstt
ffrroomm 55 –– 88 ppmm

OOnn tthhee ffaarrmm ooff JJoohhnn
MMccSSoorrlleeyy && SSoonnss,, 112233

RReeddeerrggeenn RRooaadd,, BBeerraagghh,,
BBTT7799 00RRHH

CCoonnttaacctt OOiissiinn MMuurrnniioonn
oonn 0077773399663322004488 ffoorr

mmoorree ddeettaaiillss

NI CATTLE PRICES (W/E 14/08/2010)
Steers Heifers Young Bulls Cows

U2 256.3 257.1 248.6 -
U3 256.8 259.0 248.6 219.0
U4L 253.2 253.7 239.6 216.7
R2 245.5 245.8 241.3 214.9
R3 253.0 253.1 242.6 215.9
R4L 247.4 247.5 237.6 215.6
O+2 237.1 242.7 233.2 207.1
O+3 248.0 245.5 237.0 209.5
O+4L 244.5 241.7 235.3 210.7
O4L 232.1 233.0 218.0 199.2
P+2 - - - 168.4
P+3 - - - 185.0

Average 248.1 247.3 240.2 191.4

UK & ROI CATTLE PRICES (W/E 14/08/2010)

Scotland 
Northern 
England

Midlands 
& Wales

Southern
England 

Northern 
Ireland

Rep of 
Ireland

Steers

U3 277.4 272.0 266.8 259.8 256.8 256.7
R3 274.5 268.0 258.2 253.1 253.0 248.0
R4 279.1 276.0 259.6 251.4 248.2 247.9
O3 257.4 264.3 242.3 240.6 241.5 234.2

Average 275.1 268.8 254.8 245.5 248.1 -

Heifers

U3 280.0 276.8 266.2 258.6 259.0 264.6
R3 269.6 266.1 256.0 253.1 253.1 255.2
R4 275.0 265.0 258.6 250.9 247.0 254.3
O3 250.0 252.8 243.4 240.1 240.8 238.9

Average 271.5 261.5 253.7 244.7 247.3 -

Young 
Bulls

U3 263.0 253.6 258.8 258.6 248.6 259.5
R3 259.8 246.8 249.1 249.6 242.6 251.4
O3 233.0 228.7 228.9 239.3 233.0 237.8

Average 250.3 238.2 240.0 242.0 240.2 -
Prime Cattle 

Price Reported 6,665 5,306 5,707 3,848 5,062 -

Cows

O3 193.9 197.8 200.7 184.3 200.2 204.9
O4 198.8 198.8 195.3 184.1 203.7 206.4
P2 146.2 167.3 163.1 151.6 161.5 178.4
P3 171.8 182.3 176.4 170.2 182.8 200.3

FFaatt CCllaassss

CCoonnffoorrmmaattiioonn 11 22 33 44LL 44HH 55 TToottaall ((AAccrroossss 
CCoonnffoorrmmaattiioonn))

EE 0.4% 0.6% 1.0%

UU 0.1% 2.7% 15.0% 5.0% 0.8% 0.1% 23.5%

RR 0.1% 2.3% 23.4% 11.4% 2.7% 0.4% 40.4%

OO++ 1.2% 10.9% 4.0% 1.2% 0.2% 17.6%

OO 0.1% 1.6% 5.3% 1.1% 0.3% 8.5%

OO-- 0.2% 2.0% 3.5% 0.3% 0.1% 6.1%

PP 0.3% 1.3% 1.2% 0.1% 0.0% 2.9%

TToottaall 
((AAccrroossss FFaatt 

CCllaassss))
0.8% 11.4% 60.0% 22.0% 5.1% 0.7% 100.0%

Data based on price reported cattle for the 26 weeks ended 26 June 2010

FFiigguurree 11..  DDiissttrriibbuuttiioonn ooff PPrriimmee CCaattttllee SSllaauugghhtteerriinnggss bbyy
CCoonnffoorrmmaattiioonn,, FFiirrsstt 2266 WWeeeekkss,, 22000099 // 22001100

TTaabbllee 11..  BBeeeeff CCaarrccaassee CCllaassssiiffiiccaattiioonn SSttaattiissttiiccss -- DDiissttrriibbuuttiioonn ooff PPrriimmee CCaattttllee bbyy GGrraaddee
FFiirrsstt 2266 WWeeeekkss 22001100

Continued on next page





EARLY this week and over the weekend prices remained
firm at the sheep marts and in several marts the trade
was slightly stronger than the previous week.  On Tuesday

in Rathfriland numbers were slightly lower than last week when
there were over 1400 lambs through the ring.  Prices ranged
from 320-382p/kg, a slightly stronger trade than the previous
week.   A good market was also reported for stores and ewe
lambs.  The trade in Crumlin, Lisahally, Omagh, Donemana
and Swatragh was also brisk over the last week with prices
generally higher than the previous week.  Finally, in Ballymena
yesterday (not in table) prices were down by 10-15p/kg on last
week’s trade with prices ranging from 300 to 341p/kg.

LMC does not guarantee the accuracy
or completeness of any third party
information provided in or included
with this publication. LMC hereby
disclaims any responsibility for error,
omission or inaccuracy in the
information, misinterpretation or any
other loss, disappointment,
negligence or damage caused by
reliance on third party information.

NNoott ffoorr ffuurrtthheerr ppuubblliiccaattiioonn oorr
ddiissttrriibbuuttiioonn wwiitthhoouutt pprriioorr ppeerrmmiissssiioonn

ffrroomm  LLMMCC

CCoonnttaacctt uuss:: 

WWeebbssiittee:: wwwwww..llmmccnnii..ccoomm

TTeelleepphhoonnee:: 002288 99226633 33000000

FFaaxx:: 002288 99226633 33000011

FFQQAASS HHeellpplliinnee:: 002288 99226633 33002244

AAnnsswweerrpphhoonnee:: 002288 99226633 33001111

CCllaassssiiffiiccaattiioonn QQuueerriieess:: 002288 99226633 33001122

TThhiiss wweeeekk ’’ss mmaarrttss

TTeexxtt SSeerrvviiccee
FFrreeee PPrriiccee QQuuootteess sseenntt 
ttoo yyoouurr mmoobbiillee pphhoonnee 

ttwwiiccee wweeeekkllyy
EEmmaaiill -- bbuulllleettiinn@@llmmccnnii..ccoomm 

TTeell::  002288 99226633 33002200

Sheep Prices

Sheep

NNII AAvveerraaggee WWeeeekkllyy SShheeeepp PPrriiccee ((pp//kkgg CCWW))

NNII LLaammbb // HHooggggeett SSllaauugghhtteerriinnggss ((‘‘000000 hheeaadd ppeerr  wweeeekk))

BBeeeeff mmaarrttss ((££//110000kkgg  lliivveewweeiigghhtt)) ((SSeevveenn DDaayyss EEnnddiinngg 1166//0088//1100))
FFiinniisshheedd CCaattttllee SSttoorree CCaattttllee DDrrooppppeedd CCaallvveess ((££//hheeaadd))

ffrroomm ttoo ffrroomm ttoo ffrroomm ttoo
SStteeeerrss SSttoorree bbuulllloocckkss uupp ttoo 440000kkgg CCoonnttiinneennttaall bbuullll ccaallvveess
1st quality 156 169 1st quality 140 171
2nd quality 130 155 2nd quality 120 139 1st quality 242 365
Friesians 102 136 2nd quality 160 240

SSttoorree bbuulllloocckkss 440000kkgg--550000kkgg
HHeeiiffeerrss 1st quality 142 177 CCoonnttiinneennttaall hheeiiffeerr ccaallvveess
1st quality 144 170 2nd quality 125 140
2nd quality 126 143 1st quality 200 305

SSttoorree bbuulllloocckkss oovveerr 550000kkgg 2nd quality 130 198
BBeeeeff CCoowwss 1st quality 138 156

2nd quality 123 136 FFrriieessiiaann bbuullll ccaallvveess
1st quality 114 142
2nd quality 102 113 SSttoorree hheeiiffeerrss uupp ttoo 445500kkgg 1st quality 68 168

1st quality 141 167 2nd quality 20 65
DDaaiirryy CCoowwss 2nd quality 124 140

HHoollsstteeiinn BBuullll CCaallvveess
1st quality 96 113 SSttoorree hheeiiffeerrss oovveerr 445500kkgg 10 120
2nd quality 70 95 1st quality 146 156

2nd quality 125 145

PPAAIIDD PPRRIICCEESS ((AAvveerraaggee)) PP//KKgg 

WW//EE
3311//0077//22001100

WW//EE
0077//0088//22001100

WW//EE
1144//0088//22001100

NI Liveweight 323.54p 328.9p 332.4p

NI Deadweight 345.55p 348.1p 356.9p

GB Deadweight 367.3p 368.9p 376.9p

NI BEEF INDUSTRY -
JULY SNAPSHOT

THE MARKETS

LLaammbb qquuootteess 336600--337700pp//kkgg

While there have been changes in the distribution
of carcases by conformation, there has been
relatively little change in the distribution of
carcases by fat score.  Figure 2 below shows there
has been a slight reduction in the proportion of
cattle killing in fat class 4H while there has been
an increase in the proportion of 4L carcases.
With 4L carcases generally preferred and
attracting better prices than 4Hs, this has to be
regarded as positive for the industry.  

Finally, it is worth noting that at 66.3%, the
proportion of carcases falling into the in-spec
grades as specified by the factories (E,U,R 3 /4L
and O+3) has fallen slightly in the first six months
of 2010.  During the same period in 2009 the
corresponding figure was 1.2 percentage points
higher at 67.5%.  

Prime Cattle
Classification Statistics

1st Half 2010

LLaammbb QQuuootteess

LLaasstt WWeeeekk 
1111//0088//1100

TThhiiss WWeeeekk 
1188//0088//1100

360-370p 360-370p

THIS week the deadweight lamb trade is firm with all of the
plants continuing to quote 360-370p/kg.  This reflects the
strong competition from the marts and the ongoing tightness

in supply.  It is worth noting that while prices in NI are at an
unprecedented level for the time of year, deadweight lamb prices
in GB have generally been even higher over recent weeks - in the
last fortnight the differential was around 20p/kg.  The lamb kill
was slightly higher last week, although numbers remain low for the
time of year.

NNII BBeeeeff IInndduussttrryy KKeeyy PPeerrffoorrmmaannccee IInnddiiccaattoorrss ((JJuullyy SSnnaappsshhoott))

LLaasstt JJuullyy TThhiiss JJuullyy %% CChhaannggee

FFiinniisshheedd CCaattttllee PPrriicceess  ((pp//kkgg))

Average Prime Cattle Price 263.7 250.4 -5.0%

Average Cow Price 202.8 194.4 -4.1%

Average R3 Steer Price 265.7 256.1 -3.6%

Average R3 Steer Price (GB) 278.6 266.6 -4.3%

SSllaauugghhtteerriinnggss

Total Clean Slaughterings (Head) 32,039 30,997 -3.3%

Total Cow Slaughterings  (Head) 7,891 6,904 -12.5%

Average Clean Carcase Weight (kg) 334 327 -2.0%

Average Cow Carcase Weight (kg) 305 308 +1.1%

AAvvaaiillaabbiilliittyy ((HHeeaadd))

No. Cattle on the Ground* 470,274 439,391 -6.6%

Beef Sired 439,796 395,557 -10.1%

Dairy Sired (Male Only) 30,478 43,834 +43.8%

CCaallff BBiirrtthhss RReeggiissttrraattiioonnss ((HHeeaadd))

Calf Births 41,584 40,726 -2.1%

Beef Sired 32,023 32,078 +0.2%

Dairy Sired (Male Only) 4,578 4,257 -7.0%

EEuurroo // SSttgg EExxcchhaannggee RRaattee ((€€ // ££)) 86.1 83.6 -2.8%

* Aged between 12-30 mths (Beef + Dairy Male Only)

FFiigguurree 22..  DDiissttrriibbuuttiioonn ooff PPrriimmee CCaattttllee
SSllaauugghhtteerriinnggss bbyy FFaatt SSccoorree,, 

FFiirrsstt 2266 WWeeeekkss,, 22000099 // 22001100

Continued from previous page

SSHHEEEEPP MMAARRTT PPRRIICCEESS SSEEVVEENN DDAAYYSS EENNDDEEDD 1177//0088//22001100

LLaammbbss

NNoo.. FFrroomm TToo

Wednesday Ballymena 1647 320 352

Enniskillen 548 320 372

Newtownstewart 464 310 346

Markethill 600 320 350

Friday Killeter 800 320 360

Saturday Hilltown 1820 342 376

Donemana 1754 326 372

Swatragh 881 328 365

Omagh 725 363 420

Monday Crumlin 1206 330 381

Kilrea 720 327 347

Gortin 1840 328 376

Tuesday Saintfield 741 321 355

Lisahally 1287 327 367

Rathfriland 1114 320 382


