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in prices throughout the UK for carcases trimmed

to the UK Dressing Specification. Comparisons in
the table below were previously shown to the EC
Dressing Specification. The UK Dressing Specification
became effective in NI on 19/01/09, whereas it was
introduced on 29/07/08 in GB. Over the course of
2009 to date, NI cattle prices have remained
substantially lower than prices reported in GB. During
the period between 19 January and 19 June 2009,
NI steers and heifers were worth around 269p/kg,
around 13p/kg less than the GB average.

THIS week’s bulletin looks at the regional variation

Southern England: Lowest prices in GB

As usual the lowest prices in GB were in Southern
England (ES) where the average steer price was just
over 275p/kg during the period under consideration.
However, this is still 6p/kg higher than NI steer prices.
Throughout this year, Scottish (SC) prices have been
the highest in the UK, with the average Scottish steer

Average UK Cattle Prices, January - June 2009
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Average NI cattle prices lag behind GB

price at 290p/kg, around 21p/kg higher than the NI
price.

GB steers 16p/kg higher in 2009

Over the course of the year, the gap between the
average NI and GB price has widened and then
narrowed again. Last week the gap between steer
prices in Nl and GB was 15p/kg, close to the average
differential for the year to date. The differential was
at a low of 7p/kg in early February when NI steers
were worth 275p/kg. However, by late April the gap
widened to 19p/kg as the NI steer price fell to less
than 266p/kg while GB prices were more stable.

Scottish prices significantly higher
Since early March, the difference between Scottish
and NI steer prices has been in excess of 20p/kg.

Last week the gap reached 25p/kg, with Scottish
steer prices having increased by almost 6p/kg over
the last month. While the higher prices in Scotland
are a reflection of the greater proportion of Scottish
carcases going to independent butchers and quality
catering outlets, the extent of the difference will
concern NI producers.

NI cow prices remaining firm in comparison with GB
While NI clean cattle prices have lagged well behind
those in GB, NI cow prices have performed better
since the start of 2009. On average, NI cows have
been worth 211p/kg, while cow prices in Southern
England averaged less than 197p/kg. However, cow
prices throughout GB have been higher, with the best
prices available in Northern England (EN) where cow
prices have averaged 224p/kg since January.

Average UK Steer Prices January - June 2009 (All Grades)
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LESS BEEF EXPORTED
FROM ROI IN FIRST
QUARTER OF 2009

N the first quarter of 2009, beef exports

from ROl were down nine per cent

compared with shipments in the same
period in 2008 with around 1,500 tonnes
less exported to the United Kingdom. These
figures shed some light on the impact of the
weak value of sterling in the first quarter of
2009 which reduced the competitiveness of
EuroZone products in the GB market.
However, with ROl beef exports to the
EuroZone also declining, these figures may
also indicate either reduced supply of ROI
product from farms or reduced demand for
beef on the continent in the first quarter,
possibly as a result of the recession.
However, there is some expectation of an
increase in exports in 2009. A marginal
increase in the availability of beef in ROI for
the whole of 2009 is forecast as domestic
consumption will undoubtedly be lower than
last year because of the recession. This
increased availability could help drive
exports. Furthermore, reduced beef
availability in countries such as the UK
should help to underpin demand in ROI's
export markets. ROI export demand will
ultimately be determined by the market
balance between lower domestic availability
on some export markets, consumer reaction
to continued high retail prices and the level

of sterling. Source: AHDB
Irish beef exports, Jan-Mar (‘000 tonnes)
2007 2008 2009
Total fresh 789 753 684
/frozen
36.0 354 340

£ which to:
orwhieh®e: . 85 90 78

FR 10.5 9.8 7.7
IT 9.0 8.1 7.6

UK CATTLE PRICES RISING IN EUROZONE DUE

TO STRONGER STERLING

EU Deadweight Cattle Prices - Young Bulls / Steers R3 Equivalent

in the league table of EU R3 steer prices, while GB prices
are currently fourth highest in the EU. The movements

Posti st ice this e last % Change
1 1 Greece 420.24 417.54 +1%
2 4 Finland 352.66 346.28 +2%
3 2 Italy 347.76 358.38 -3%
4 5 Great Britain 341.35 326.55 +5%
5 3 Portugal 337.79 350.4 -4%
6 16 Luxembourg 319.14 283.39 +13%
7 10 Northern Ireland 318.78 305.95 +4%
8 8 Belgium 314.48 314.27 -
9 12 Ireland 3119 299.27 +4%
10 9 France 309.61 311.67 -1%
11 6 Denmark 308.05 316.19 -3%
12 7 Spain 297.69 315.42 -6%
13 13 Austria 296.65 295.37 -
14 15 Germany 294.32 290.6 1%
15 14 Slovenia 290.04 291.47 -
16 11 Netherlands 288.47 299.76 -4%
17 17 Slovakia 279.26 281.49 -1%
18 18 Czech Republic 279.11 281.11 -1%
19 19 Estonia 260.67 279.39 -7%
20 20 Sweden 249.26 257.13 -3%
21 22 Poland 243.06 241.33 1%
22 23 Lithuania 2221 230.23 -4%
23 21 Romania 217.98 251.86 -13%
24 24 Latvia 207.87 199.55 +4%
EU 27 Average 312.25 314.16 -1%
Official prices reported to the EC Dressing Specification
ecent exchange rate fluctuations have led to a in the league table also reflect rising farmgate prices in
?reduction in the competitiveness in UK beef GB, Nl and ROI over the last few weeks, while prices fell
exports to the EuroZone. NI currently sits seventh  in other member states, such as Italy and Portugal. GB’s

lofty position on this table may influence UK processors’
decisions concerning exporting to the EuroZone.
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Sheep Prices

Finished Cattle Store Cattle Dropped Calves (£/head)
from to from to from to QUOTES P/Kg

Steers Store bullocks up to 400kg Continental bull calves

1st quality 146 176 1st quality 158 192 Last Week This Week

2nd quality 125 161 2nd quality 135 157 1st quality 220 438 W/E 26/06/09 W/E 03/07/09

Friesians 105 115 2nd quality 120 235

Store bullocks 400kg-500kg Lambs 320-330p 315-320p

Heifers 1st quality 150 198 Continental heifer calves

1st quality 142 173 2nd quality 132 155

2nd quality 121 159 1st quality 150 255 PAID PRICES (Average) P/Kg

Store bullocks over 500kg 2nd quality 75 175
Beef Cows 1st quality 148 162 W/E W/E W/E
2nd quality 125 147 Fresian bull calves 12/06/09 19/06/09 26/06/09
1st quality 110 152 NI Liveweight 348.27p 327.58p 295.47p
2nd quality 88 127 Store heifers up to 450kg 1st quality 65 160
1st quality 148 178  2nd quality 35 118 NI Deadweight 375.42p 354.89p 327.60p

Dairy Cows 2nd quality 129 149 ;

Holstein Bull Calves GB Deadweight 406.30p 371.30p 340.40p

1st quality 92 118 Store heifers over 450kg 3 75

ond quality 60 o1 istqualy 142 168 | steep an prices week eNDED 22/08/2000 |

2nd quality 120 154 Lambs
No. From To
NI Sheep Slaughterings (‘000 head per week) HIS week lamb quotes appear to have stabilised at around Wednesday BaIIlym.ena 1049 298 363

30 - — — — T315—320p/kg following considerable pressure on prices Enniskillen - - -

) over the last fortnight. However, some uncertainty remains Newtownstewart 467 290 322

25 | S e as the factories remain reluctant to quote too far ahead. Last

week’s reported price was 328p/kg down by more than 25p/kg Markethill 865 260 299

20 4 i from the previous week. Three weeks ago the difference in the )

. deadweight lamb price between NI and GB was nearly 30p/kg, Thursday Downpatrick B B B

15 4 . however, the gap has narrowed to around 13p/kg this week. Saturday Hilltown 815 277 322

L AP B A This should reassure some producers who may have suspected
i W “.,.  thata price differential between Nl and GB was opening up. Donemana 498 278 301
5 NI Average Weekly Sheep Price (p/kg CW) Swatragh 388 267 300
o F M Ao, Wl Jd o AL > ] H ] 420 T 308 200 Omagh 316 298 308
This week$s marts ) ="\ Monday Crumlin 819 280 327
. A ey .

THE reported liveweight lamb price fell below 300p/kg last 4 Vs - ] '|II Kilrea 770 287 312
week as lamb prices continued to fall in the marts. This =30 Gortin 795 295 322
week prices have stabilised somewhat, with NI producers e

continuingeco export large volumes of lamb through '51e marts, o0 . o Tuesday Saintfield 503 285 315

Prices in Saintfield on Tuesday were marginally higher than last 3 . - Lisahally 405 207 328

week at 285-315p/kg, up from 282-311p/kg last week. 180 ;

I OE M OA M J | A B & M O Rathfriland 911 275 309




