
Following a recent meeting between The
Livestock & Meat Commission (LMC) and the
Minister for Agriculture and Rural Development,

Michelle Gildernew MP MLA, it has been announced
that Price Waterhouse Coopers (PWC) has been
commissioned to conduct a strategic review of LMC.

PWC will undertake a cross-cutting and fundamental
review to determine whether there is a continuing
need for the functions and activities carried out by
LMC.  PWC will consider whether some or all of the
activities of LMC would be better placed outside
Government and will recommend options which
maximise LMC’s potential to use industry funding in
support of the industry.

Minister Gildernew commented “LMC has been
subject to reviews in the past and I believe that it is
timely for one to be conducted now. This strategic
review will help identify a model which will deliver the
best results for those stakeholders who pay a levy to
LMC. The review is being carried out by Price
Waterhouse Coopers. In the coming weeks they will
be seeking the views of stakeholders as part of their
consultation process. I would encourage all those
involved to engage fully with the consultation process
to help ensure that we get the best outcome for our
industry.”

DARD and LMC both agree that the status quo is not
an option and that fundamental changes are
required.  

Speaking after the meeting, Mr Pat O’Rourke,
Chairman, LMC explained:  “LMC’s over-riding vision
is for a sustainable and profitable future for the
Northern Ireland beef and sheepmeat industry at all
levels of the supply chain.  However, as an executive
non departmental public body, we are bound by
increasingly stringent red-tape at a European and
regional government level which is severely restricting
the way in which we can do business.  The Board and
Executive Team at LMC have been calling for a
fundamental review of the role of LMC and the
legislative environment in which we operate for quite
some time and we are delighted that the process has
now begun with the appointment of PWC.”

IInndduussttrryy PPaarrttiicciippaattiioonn
As part of the review, PWC will consult with the
various stakeholders including government and have
developed a website www.lmcreview2009.co.uk
through which interested parties and individuals can
engage in the review.  

Parties interested on background information to the
review should contact LMC on 028 9263 3000. 

Mr David Rutledge, Chief Executive, LMC added:
“LMC believes that the outcome of this review will
impact not just on LMC but on the NI beef and

sheepmeat industry as a whole.  For that reason, we
would call on all stakeholders and interested parties
to engage fully with the review process to ensure that
services essential to the industry can be provided in
the most effective way possible.”

DDeevveellooppmmeenntt ooff iinndduussttrryy
LMC is an Executive Non-Departmental Public Body
(NDPB) with the Department of Agriculture and Rural
Development (DARD) as its sponsor body. LMC has
the general duty of assisting the development of the
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This week the factories have effectively increased their
quotes for U3 grade prime cattle by six pence to 260-
262p/kg having quoted 254-256p/kg at the end of last
week.  

This increase follows reduced slaughter numbers in recent
weeks.  Last week the total cattle kill was just over 6,000
head, the lowest weekly kill of the year to date.  The prime
cattle kill was down by over 1,000 head or 19 per cent.  

The reduced numbers were reflected in higher cattle prices
last week. Prices were up across the board with the U3
steer and heifer price up by about 2p/kg.  Cow prices were
stronger with O3 cows up by around 10p/kg to 202p/kg.

Imports for direct slaughter from ROI continue to run over
1,000 head per week in August.  In the week ending 15
August, 1,140 head were imported from ROI, similar to the
previous week.  This means that over the first fortnight in
August, imports by the plants from ROI have increased by
30 per cent compared to the last fortnight in July.  This
certainly reflects the state of tight supply that exists in
Northern Ireland at the moment. 

THE gap between prices in NI and GB has widened
significantly over the six weeks since the end of June.  In the
week ending 06/08/09 U3 grade steer prices were nearly

36p/kg better in Scotland than in NI.  In Southern England where
prices are traditionally closer to those in NI, the U3 price was
over 13p/kg higher than in NI.  When it comes to R4 grade steer
cattle, NI prices are 41p/kg lower than prices in Scotland on

average. While this partly reflects the strength of the Scottish
beef brand it is an issue that will cause concern among
producers in NI.  ROI prices continue to be much lower than those
in NI, with U3 grade steers 12p/kg lower in ROI.  Young bull prices
continue to attract a premium in ROI with U3 prices up to 21p/kg
better than steer and heifer prices. 

RoI and GB price comparisons

Diary dates

Comments:
bulletin@lmcni.com

FFQQAASS LLiiaaiissoonn OOffffiicceerr – not sure
what you need for your
inspection?

Had an inspection and you’re not
sure how to deal with the action
points?

Linda will be at the following
marts next week:

Any other queries can be directed
to Seamus McMenamin on the
FQAS Helpline: 028 9263 3024

DDaayy WWeeeekk CCoommmmeenncciinngg
2244//0088//0099

Wednesday Saintfield

NNootteess 
(i) Prices are p/kg Sterling;ROI prices converted at 1 Euro=  85.07p Stg. 
(ii) ROI prices are exclusive of 5.2% VAT. 
(iii) “4” includes 4L/4H; “O” includes O+/O/O-. “U” includes U+/U/U-:“P” includes
P+/P/P-
(iv) Prices are the total price paid inclusive of bonuses and top-ups.  
(v) Sources: AHDB, LMC & Irish Dept of Agriculture.
(vi) Approximately 79% of NI and 60% of GB prime cattle are price reported.  
(vii) The average price displayed is the average price across all grades of cattle.
(viii) Shaded areas indicate a reduction on the price reported in the previous Bulletin.
For ROI, the shading applies to the original price quoted in Euros.
(ix) All prices are based on the UK Dressing Specification. ROI prices have
been converted using the appropriate coefficients. 

Cattle
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FFaaccttoorryy QQuuootteess && 
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TTeell::  002288 99226633 33001111

Review of LMC Announced

UK & ROI CATTLE PRICES (W/E 06/08/2009)

Scotland 
Northern 
England

Midlands 
& Wales

Southern
England 

Northern 
Ireland

Rep of 
Ireland

Steers

U3 292.7 277.2 276.2 270.1 256.9 245.0
R3 287.2 276.0 267.7 264.7 250.5 236.7
R4 289.5 278.8 267.9 266.5 248.0 237.0
O3 269.8 259.8 253.6 253.5 241.1 225.6

Average 285.2 273.0 263.0 257.4 248.2 -

Heifers

U3 292.0 276.7 278.1 263.0 257.7 250.5
R3 284.0 272.5 265.3 264.6 252.9 242.2
R4 287.2 270.7 268.7 263.0 250.3 242.3
O3 268.4 255.0 247.2 251.0 241.0 228.1

Average 282.8 266.9 260.1 255.9 248.6 -

Young 
Bulls

U3 279.0 263.6 270.0 271.3 255.9 265.9
R3 270.8 258.0 261.5 262.0 250.4 252.9
O3 252.6 245.1 247.4 248.8 241.2 234.5

Average 268.9 254.2 257.8 258.3 248.4 -

Prime Cattle 
Price Reported 5,559 4,126 3,052 3,374 4,043 -

Cows

O3 195.9 209.9 193.3 180.2 192.3 182.1
O4 197.0 208.5 190.4 188.2 198.1 183.1
P2 141.4 165.3 160.8 152.2 151.4 159.9
P3 157.5 186.6 178.1 166.7 177.0 176.5

Factories increase quotes
early in the week

2007/2008 prices adjusted to provide a like-for-like comparison with prices
calculated under the new UK Dressing Specification. 

CCaattttllee QQuuootteess
Last Week
12/08/08

This Week
19/08/09

U3 254-256p 260-262p
R3 248-246p 254-256p

O+3 242-240p 248-250p
Cows 202-210p 200-214p

PPrriicceess ((SStteeeerrss aanndd hheeiiffeerrss ccoommbbiinneedd))

WW//EE 
3311//0077//0099

WW//EE 
0077//0088//0099

WW//EE 
1144//0088//0099

U3 257.5p 257.3p 259.4p

R3 251.9p 251.7p 253.6p

O+3 242.8p 241.1p 243.8p

Left to right: David Rutledge, Chief Executive, LMC;
Michelle Gildernew MP MLA, Minister for Agriculture
and Rural Development; Pat O’Rourke, Chairman, LMC

NNII CCAATTTTLLEE PPRRIICCEESS ((WW//EE 1144//0088//22000099))
Steers Heifers Young Bulls Cows

U3 258.7 260.0 258.2 -
U4 256.9 255.5 - -
R3 253.0 254.7 247.1 -
R4 250.5 253.6 - -
O3 242.3 245.2 245.0 202.7
O4 243.4 241.4 - 204.5
P2 - - - 156.6
P3 - - - 184.1

Average 249.4 251.0 250.5 187.4





THE MARKETS

LMC does not guarantee the accuracy
or completeness of any third party
information provided in or included
with this publication. LMC hereby
disclaims any responsibility for error,
omission or inaccuracy in the
information, misinterpretation or any
other loss, disappointment,
negligence or damage caused by
reliance on third party information

NNoott ffoorr ffuurrtthheerr ppuubblliiccaattiioonn oorr
ddiissttrriibbuuttiioonn wwiitthhoouutt pprriioorr ppeerrmmiissssiioonn

ffrroomm LLMMCC

CCoonnttaacctt uuss:: 

WWeebbssiittee:: wwwwww..llmmccnnii..ccoomm

TTeelleepphhoonnee:: 002288 99226633 33000000

FFaaxx:: 002288 99226633 33000011

FFQQAASS HHeellpplliinnee:: 002288 99226633 33002244

AAnnsswweerrpphhoonnee:: 002288 99226633 33001111

CCllaassssiiffiiccaattiioonn QQuueerriieess:: 002288 99226633 33001122

IN the early trade in the marts this week lamb prices were firm
and there were good numbers through the rings.  In Kilrea
the price on Monday was 270-296p/kg broadly similar to the

previous week.  In Crumlin light lambs were realising 280-
304p/kg, while medium lamb prices ranged from
275-293p/kg.  

TThhiiss wweeeekk ’’ss mmaarrttss

TTeexxtt SSeerrvviiccee
FFrreeee PPrriiccee QQuuootteess sseenntt 
ttoo yyoouurr mmoobbiillee pphhoonnee 

eeaacchh wweeeekk 
EEmmaaiill -- bbuulllleettiinn@@llmmccnnii..ccoomm 

TTeell::  002288 99226633 33002200

Sheep Prices

Over the last week, lamb quotes have remained stable at
around 300p/kg.  Stronger prices in the marts driven by
demand from ROI buyers and higher prices in GB have

been the key factors in  this improvement in prices.  Slaughter
numbers were down slightly last week to around 13,500 head,
a decline of five per cent on the week.  The numbers of ewes
and rams slaughtered remain steady at around 1,200 head per
week. 

Sheep

NNII AAvveerraaggee WWeeeekkllyy SShheeeepp PPrriiccee ((pp//kkgg CCWW))

NNII SShheeeepp SSllaauugghhtteerriinnggss ((‘‘000000 hheeaadd ppeerr  wweeeekk))

AVERAGE GAP OF 9P/KG BETWEEN FQAS
AND NON FQAS STEERS

LLaammbb QQuuootteess

Last  Week
12/08/09

This Week
19/08/09

Lamb 295-300p 300p

PPAAIIDD PPRRIICCEESS ((AAvveerraaggee)) PP//KKgg 

WW//EE 
3311//0077//0099

WW//EE 
0077//0088//0099

WW//EE 
1144//0088//0099

NI Liveweight 255.8p 253.1p -

NI Deadweight 290.0p 283.2p -

GB Deadweight 310.0p 315.2p 327.7p

livestock and livestock products sectors of the
local agri-food industry. It provides a range of
services to producers and meat traders
including market intelligence and promotion
and beef and lamb carcase classification. 

The Technical Department of LMC provides
market information and analysis which is
published in the Bulletin on a weekly basis and
emailed to interested recipients on request and
through our weekly text service and daily
answer phone service.  It is also heavily
involved in driving research projects for the
benefit of the industry and manages the NI
Farm Quality Assurance Scheme (NIFQAS) in
which over 10,000 farmers participate.  

From a Marketing perspective, LMC promotes
NIFQA beef and lamb to both the home and
export markets through a range of activities
and engagement with key influencers at
consumer, retail, farmer and processor level. 

LMC is also a key player in the NI Red Meat
Industry Task Force which has driven some
important initiatives since it’s inception in
2007.

Review of LMC
Announced

Quotes stable at around 300p

SINCE the start of the year there has been a
reasonably constant gap between FQAS and non-
FQAS cattle prices although the differential has

fluctuated in recent weeks.
The average difference between FQAS steer prices and
non-FQAS steer prices has averaged around eight
pence per kilo since the start of the year.  For heifers
the average differential has been over 11p/kg.  The
differential between FQAS and non-FQAS prices for
young bulls and cows has been lower at around seven
pence per kilo. 

In recent years FQAS cattle have accounted for around
90-96 per cent of the domestic clean cattle kill in NI

with the price differential between assured and non-
assured cattle depending on the general availability of
cattle for slaughter.  Non-FQAS stock accounts for a
larger proportion of the cow kill.  In overall terms, non-
FQAS stock represents about a tenth of the domestic
total cattle kill in Northern Ireland. 

Both producers and processors have a collective
interest in ensuring that a high proportion of cattle
presented for slaughter continue to be farm quality
assured.  Farm quality assurance provides NI beef
producers and processors with wider access to
markets, including the lucrative European and UK
multiple retailers.

Continued from previous page
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SSHHEEEEPP MMAARRTT PPRRIICCEESS SSEEVVEENN DDAAYYSS EENNDDEEDD 1188//0088//22000099

LLaammbbss

NNoo.. FFrroomm TToo

Wednesday Ballymena 2019 260 290

Enniskillen

Newtownstewart 1045 250 282

Markethill 650 260 304

Thursday Downpatrick 226 268 287

Saturday Hilltown 1443 264 296

Donemana 1705 243 288

Swatragh - - -
Omagh 1050 287 302

Monday Crumlin 1072 280 304

Kilrea 1440 270 296

Gortin - - -
Tuesday Saintfield 865 260 290

Lisahally - - -
Rathfriland 1121 248 294

BBeeeeff mmaarrttss ((££//110000kkgg  lliivveewweeiigghhtt)) ((SSeevveenn DDaayyss EEnnddiinngg 1177//0088//0099))
FFiinniisshheedd CCaattttllee SSttoorree CCaattttllee DDrrooppppeedd CCaallvveess ((££//hheeaadd))

ffrroomm ttoo ffrroomm ttoo ffrroomm ttoo
SStteeeerrss SSttoorree bbuulllloocckkss uupp ttoo 440000kkgg CCoonnttiinneennttaall bbuullll ccaallvveess
1st quality 138 170 1st quality 145 190
2nd quality 120 149 2nd quality 125 158 1st quality 200 340
Friesians 110 159 2nd quality 120 248

SSttoorree bbuulllloocckkss 440000kkgg--550000kkgg
HHeeiiffeerrss 1st quality 140 182 CCoonnttiinneennttaall hheeiiffeerr ccaallvveess
1st quality 135 160 2nd quality 120 152
2nd quality 128 142 1st quality 180 285

SSttoorree bbuulllloocckkss oovveerr 550000kkgg 2nd quality 80 195
BBeeeeff CCoowwss 1st quality 140 176

2nd quality 120 141 FFrreessiiaann bbuullll ccaallvveess
1st quality 95 140
2nd quality 65 109 SSttoorree hheeiiffeerrss uupp ttoo 445500kkgg 1st quality 60 185

1st quality 135 198 2nd quality 35 98
DDaaiirryy CCoowwss 2nd quality 118 148

HHoollsstteeiinn BBuullll CCaallvveess
1st quality 70 101 SSttoorree hheeiiffeerrss oovveerr 445500kkgg 0 0
2nd quality 35 84 1st quality 130 171

2nd quality 115 148


