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HE latest Kantar Market report figures show

that GB beef demand continued to improve on

2009 levels during April with consumer
expenditure and volume sales of beef higher
compared to the same period last year. However, the
expected seasonal decline in beef demand is
probably underway with trends for the first four
months of the year quite similar to previous years.

During the four weeks ending 19 April, GB consumers
purchased almost 25,500 tonnes of beef, three per
cent more than during the corresponding period last
year and more than during the equivalent periods in
both 2007 and 2008. This reflects the longer term
trend (12 weeks ending 19 April) which shows that
consumer demand has increased by 2% compared
to the equivalent period last year. The figures provide
further indications that the retail beef market is

Figure 1. GB Retail Price of Beef
2007-2010 (Four Weekly Periods)
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Volume Demand (‘000 tonnes)

Increased demand for frying/
grilling steaks in April 2010

staging some form of a recovery following last year’s
difficult trading conditions.

One of the most encouraging aspects of this increase
has been the improved demand for frying / grilling
cuts. During late March / early April, GB demand for
these prime cuts increased by 24% compared to the
same period in 2009. The increase in demand for
prime cuts during April represents the extension of a
longer term trend. Over the last six months, the retail
sales volume of frying / grilling steaks was up by 8%

Figure 2. GB Volume Demand for Beef
2007-2010 (Four Weekly Periods)
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compared to the corresponding period in the previous
year.

One reason for the increased demand for beef in GB
during April 2010 may have been a decline in average
retail beef prices. In the four weeks ending 19 April
2010 the average retail price of beef was £5.85/kg,
1% lower than the equivalent figure from last year.

The combination of reduced prices and increased
consumer demand has led to an increase in retail
Continued on next page

Figure 3. GB Consumer Expenditure on Beef
2007-2010 (Four Weekly Periods)

170 e - - 2007 2004
150
150
140
130
120
10 I
a0

-0 —

dn bEr ey Nl Sep Mew Lo







m veal market in NI. With producers clearing sheds at this  instead of later off grass.
g

Finished Cattle Store Cattle Dropped Calves (£/head)
from to from to from to
Steers Store bullocks up to 400kg Continental bull calves
1st quality 145 170 1st quality 168 194
2nd quality 130 144 2nd quality 146 167 1st quality 200 330
Friesians 118 131 2nd quality 140 198
Store bullocks 400kg-500kg
Heifers 1st quality 169 183 Continental heifer calves
1st quality 140 178 2nd quality 140 167
2nd quality 128 139 1st quality 185 300
Store bullocks over 500kg 2nd quality 120 182
Beef Cows 1st quality 152 169
2nd quality 134 151 Friesian bull calves
1st quality 124 149
2nd quality 105 123 Store heifers up to 450kg 1st quality 100 200
1st quality 158 181 2nd quality 50 98
Dairy Cows 2nd quality 135 157
Holstein Bull Calves
1st quality 90 124 Store heifers over 450kg 10 115
2nd quality 70 89 1st quality 146 170
2nd quality 130 145

NI Lamb / Hogget Slaughterings (‘000 head per week)
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This week$§ marts

his week prices were firm in the marts with reports of
Tstronger demand from butchers and ROl buyers for spring

lambs. There has been a 50% increase in the number of
lambs available in the marts. In 13 selected sales over the last
seven days, almost 4,600 spring lambs were traded, compared
to only 3,000 in the previous week. Prices were more or less
the same as the previous week, with an average price range of
421-468p/kg.

Spring lambs 450-460p/kg

PRING lamb throughput is starting to increase at the plants
Sand with the trade now almost exclusively focused on lambs

as opposed to hoggets, prices are firm. This week, the
plants are quoting 450-460p/kg for lambs, similar to last week.
Last week’s reported deadweight lamb / hogget price was
435p/kg, 10p higher than the previous week. The liveweight
price was about 13p/kg higher than the previous week. NI
deadweight prices are currently 11p /kg lower than the
corresponding prices in GB.

NI Average Weekly Sheep Price (p/kg CW)
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Sheep Prices

Lamb Quotes

Last Week This Week

12/05/10 19/05/10
Hoggets 400 - 410p 400 - 410p
Spring Lamb 440 - 460p 450 - 460p

W/E W/E W/E
01/05/2010 08/05/2010 15/05/2010

NI Liveweight 406.3p 405.5p 418.4p
NI Deadweight 420.0p 424.3p 434.7p
GB Deadweight 430.5p 431.9p 445.7p

* Combined Prices for hoggets and spring lambs

| SHEEP MART PRICES SEVEN DAYS ENDED 18/05/2010 |

Hoggets Spring Lamb
No. From To No. From To
Wednesday Ballymena 187 300 375 | 330 400 495
Enniskillen 135 402 455
Newtownstewart 185 427 460
Markethill 100 330 402 | 620 430 464
Saturday Hilltown 200 422 461
Swatragh 190 376 422 | 215 428 455
Omagh 59 361 393 | 86 427 469
Monday Crumlin 406 420 505
Kilrea 460 422 448
Gortin 705 430 485
Tuesday Saintfield 111 311 378 | 314 413 450
Lisahally 155 442 495
Rathfriland 432 405 452




