
THE latest Kantar Market report figures show
that GB beef demand continued to improve on
2009 levels during April with consumer

expenditure and volume sales of beef higher
compared to the same period last year.  However, the
expected seasonal decline in beef demand is
probably underway with trends for the first four
months of the year quite similar to previous years.  

During the four weeks ending 19 April, GB consumers
purchased almost 25,500 tonnes of beef, three per
cent more than during the corresponding period last
year and more than during the equivalent periods in
both 2007 and 2008.  This reflects the longer term
trend (12 weeks ending 19 April) which shows that
consumer demand has increased by 2% compared
to the equivalent period last year.  The figures provide
further indications that the retail beef market is

staging some form of a recovery following last year’s
difficult trading conditions.

One of the most encouraging aspects of this increase
has been the improved demand for frying / grilling
cuts.  During late March / early April, GB demand for
these prime cuts increased by 24% compared to the
same period in 2009.  The increase in demand for
prime cuts during April represents the extension of a
longer term trend.  Over the last six months, the retail
sales volume of frying / grilling steaks was up by 8%

compared to the corresponding period in the previous
year.  

One reason for the increased demand for beef in GB
during April 2010 may have been a decline in average
retail beef prices.  In the four weeks ending 19 April
2010 the average retail price of beef was £5.85/kg,
1% lower than the equivalent figure from last year.   

The combination of reduced prices and increased
consumer demand has led to an increase in retail
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All reported prices and quotes based on the UK Dressing Spec.

HAVING sharply reduced the U3 cattle quote last week,
several factories reduced quotes again early this week
by 2 - 4p and some plants are now quoting 260-262p/kg

for U3 steers and heifers.  

However, it is worth noting that in several of these factories,
the cattle slaughtered early in the week may have been
purchased at last week’s price and the ability to secure supply
at the new lower price may not have been tested until later in
week.  With some plants continuing to quote 264p/kg, it
remains to be seen whether the lower quotes of 260-262p/kg
will be sustained. 

With factories reducing quotes last week, reported prices were
down across the board compared to the previous week.  Last
week’s reported U3 steer price was 2p/kg lower than the
previous week while the U3 heifer price fell by 5p/kg.  Average
prime cattle prices were down by about 4.5p/kg.  Average cow
prices were 7p/kg lower than the previous week.

Diary Dates

Comments:
bulletin@lmcni.com

Notes: 
(i) Prices are p/kg Sterling - ROI prices converted at 1 Euro=85.95p Stg. 
(ii)Shading indicates a reduction on price reported in the previous bulletin. 
Further explanatory notes on these tables are available on request. 

Cattle

NNII CClleeaann CCaattttllee SSllaauugghhtteerriinnggss ((‘‘000000 hheeaadd ppeerr  wweeeekk))

NNII AAvveerraaggee WWeeeekkllyy CClleeaann CCaattttllee PPrriiccee ((pp//kkgg CCWW))

2007/2008 prices adjusted to provide a like-for-like comparison with
prices calculated under the new UK Dressing Specification. 

CCaattttllee QQuuootteess
LLaasstt WWeeeekk
1122//0055//1100

TThhiiss WWeeeekk
1199//0055//1100

U3 264p 
+ 8p bonus for in spec

260 - 264p 
+ 8p bonus for in spec

R3 258p
+ 8p bonus for in spec

254 - 258p
+ 8p bonus for in spec

O+3 252p
+ 8p bonus for in spec

248 - 252p
+ 8p bonus for in spec

Cows 210 - 220p 205 - 220p

PPrriicceess ((SStteeeerrss aanndd hheeiiffeerrss ccoommbbiinneedd))
WW//EE 

0011//0055//1100
WW//EE 

0088//0055//1100
WW//EE 

1155//0055//1100
U3 276.9p 273.9p 270.2p
R3 271.2p 270.0p 265.9p

O+3 264.9p 263.2p 259.2p

THE MARKETS

The NI Cattle Prices Table has been amended to include more detail with prices for a
wider range of grades provided.  If you need further information on prices contact the
LMC Technical Department on 028 9263 3000.

NI CATTLE PRICES (W/E 15/05/2010)
Steers Heifers Young Bulls Cows

U2 266.4 271.6 262.5 -
U3 268.9 271.4 262.3 161.7
U4L 263.7 265.5 259.0 205.1
R2 258.0 258.8 255.3 200.0
R3 265.8 266.0 256.5 222.7
R4L 261.6 262.3 248.4 223.4
O+2 252.5 255.0 247.6 189.4
O+3 259.6 258.8 250.0 217.1
O+4L 255.9 254.3 252.4 220.8

O3 248.1 247.6 245.3 207.6
O4L 245.5 245.8 208.2
P+2 - - - 163.9
P+3 - - - 190.9

Average 259.7 261.5 252.0 195.3

UK & ROI CATTLE PRICES (W/E 08/05/2010)

Scotland 
Northern 
England

Midlands 
& Wales

Southern
England 

Northern 
Ireland

Rep of 
Ireland

Steers

U3 284.5 276.9 274.8 270.7 271.0 261.9
R3 279.8 273.1 266.8 263.5 269.0 251.8
R4 282.2 277.0 267.0 261.9 263.7 251.5
O3 266.0 260.7 252.7 252.9 258.8 236.1

Average 279.9 272.7 263.3 256.7 264.1 -

Heifers

U3 286.9 274.0 274.1 269.8 276.7 269.4
R3 278.5 272.7 267.3 262.6 271.0 258.5
R4 281.4 273.0 266.2 261.1 265.1 257.5
O3 259.5 263.4 251.0 251.6 258.1 240.8

Average 279.0 268.9 261.1 256.2 266.2 -

Young 
Bulls

U3 273.4 262.5 266.5 269.9 266.2 261.5
R3 268.1 251.9 257.9 257.6 259.7 253.8
O3 242.2 237.8 241.6 247.2 249.3 240.5

Average 257.4 244.9 250.6 246.7 256.3 -
Prime Cattle 

Price Reported 7,063 5,411 5,499 3,652 5,664 -

Cows

O3 210.6 218.9 210.2 202.0 214.1 217.6
O4 214.7 217.2 214.6 202.3 215.7 219.2
P2 152.0 176.6 180.0 166.6 162.8 188.9
P3 181.4 199.9 190.1 184.0 192.3 211.4

UU33 CCaattttllee QQuuootteess:: 
226600--226644pp//kkgg

AAnnsswweerrpphhoonnee SSeerrvviiccee

FFaaccttoorryy QQuuootteess && 
MMaarrtt RReessuullttss 

UUppddaatteedd 55ppmm DDaaiillyy
NNeexxtt wweeeekk’’ss qquuootteess

aavvaaiillaabbllee eeaacchh FFrriiddaayy

TTeell::  002288 99226633 33001111

HAVING fallen steadily over recent months, average clean
cattle prices continued to decline in Scotland and in
Northern / Midland England during the first week of May.

Average steer, heifer and young bull prices fell across the three
regions by 1.5-3p/kg.  This reflected the trend in NI, where
average prices also fell by around 1-2p/kg.  In the first week of
May, the reported NI U3 heifer price was almost 277p/kg.  This
was higher than the equivalent price in any of the three English

regions.  
With the Euro weakening in early May, the sterling price of ROI
cattle fell despite rising in euro terms.  In the first week of May,
ROI steer and heifer prices increased by 1-2c/kg in euro terms,
while falling by 1-2p/kg in sterling terms.

ROI & GB Price Comparisons

FFQQAASS HHeellpplliinnee
If you have had a recent
inspection and need help and
advice to rectify any non-
conformances, contact Seamus
on the FQAS helpline:
002288 99226633 33002244

Increased demand for frying/
grilling steaks in April 2010

DDiidd yyoouu kknnooww??

TThhee zziinncc iinn bbeeeeff aanndd
llaammbb hheellppss oouurr iimmmmuunnee

ssyysstteemm wwaarrdd ooffff
iinnffeeccttiioonnss!!

FFoorr mmoorree iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn 
lloogg oonn ttoo wwwwww..llmmccnnii..ccoomm

FFiigguurree 33.. GGBB CCoonnssuummeerr EExxppeennddiittuurree oonn BBeeeeff
22000077--22001100 ((FFoouurr WWeeeekkllyy PPeerriiooddss))

FFiigguurree 11.. GGBB RReettaaiill PPrriiccee ooff BBeeeeff 
22000077--22001100 ((FFoouurr WWeeeekkllyy PPeerriiooddss))

FFiigguurree 22.. GGBB VVoolluummee DDeemmaanndd ffoorr BBeeeeff
22000077--22001100 ((FFoouurr WWeeeekkllyy PPeerriiooddss))
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Continued on next page





IN the month of April, cattle slaughterings in NI were 15%
higher than during April 2009.  This substantial increase
was mainly driven by a large increase in the volume of

clean cattle slaughterings with greater throughput of steers,
heifers and young bulls compared to the same period last
year.  Young bull slaughterings increased by 56%, with a
large proportion of this increase driven by increased
availability of dairy-origin stock.  This is a reflection of the
reduced opportunities to export dairy bull calves to
mainland Europe in 2008/09 and the growth in the rose
veal market in NI.  With producers clearing sheds at this

time of year, more steers and heifers have become available
for slaughter this April compared to last April.  There are
several possible explanations for this.  For example, it is
notable that the average carcase weight of heifers was 8kgs
higher this April compared to last April.  This may indicate a
general trend among farmers to delay slaughtering stock,
in a bid to push them into heavier weights, leading to a
bunching up of slaughterings in April.  It is also possible that
with less early grass this spring, some farmers have chosen
to feed more cereals and finish cattle earlier out of houses
instead of later off grass.

This week prices were firm in the marts with reports of
stronger demand from butchers and ROI buyers for spring
lambs.  There has been a 50% increase in the number of

lambs available in the marts. In 13 selected sales over the last
seven days, almost 4,600 spring lambs were traded, compared
to only 3,000 in the previous week.  Prices were more or less
the same as the previous week, with an average price range of
421-468p/kg.  

LMC does not guarantee the accuracy
or completeness of any third party
information provided in or included
with this publication. LMC hereby
disclaims any responsibility for error,
omission or inaccuracy in the
information, misinterpretation or any
other loss, disappointment,
negligence or damage caused by
reliance on third party information.

NNoott ffoorr ffuurrtthheerr ppuubblliiccaattiioonn oorr
ddiissttrriibbuuttiioonn wwiitthhoouutt pprriioorr ppeerrmmiissssiioonn

ffrroomm  LLMMCC

CCoonnttaacctt uuss:: 

WWeebbssiittee:: wwwwww..llmmccnnii..ccoomm

TTeelleepphhoonnee:: 002288 99226633 33000000

FFaaxx:: 002288 99226633 33000011

FFQQAASS HHeellpplliinnee:: 002288 99226633 33002244

AAnnsswweerrpphhoonnee:: 002288 99226633 33001111

CCllaassssiiffiiccaattiioonn QQuueerriieess:: 002288 99226633 33001122

TThhiiss wweeeekk ’’ss mmaarrttss

TTeexxtt SSeerrvviiccee
FFrreeee PPrriiccee QQuuootteess sseenntt 
ttoo yyoouurr mmoobbiillee pphhoonnee 

ttwwiiccee wweeeekkllyy
EEmmaaiill -- bbuulllleettiinn@@llmmccnnii..ccoomm 

TTeell::  002288 99226633 33002200

Sheep Prices

SPRING lamb throughput is starting to increase at the plants
and with the trade now almost exclusively focused on lambs
as opposed to hoggets, prices are firm.  This week, the

plants are quoting 450-460p/kg for lambs, similar to last week.
Last week’s reported deadweight lamb / hogget price was
435p/kg, 10p higher than the previous week.  The liveweight
price was about 13p/kg higher than the previous week.  NI
deadweight prices are currently 11p /kg lower than the
corresponding prices in GB.  

Sheep

NNII AAvveerraaggee WWeeeekkllyy SShheeeepp PPrriiccee ((pp//kkgg CCWW))

NNII LLaammbb // HHooggggeett SSllaauugghhtteerriinnggss ((‘‘000000 hheeaadd ppeerr  wweeeekk))

BBeeeeff mmaarrttss ((££//110000kkgg  lliivveewweeiigghhtt)) ((SSeevveenn DDaayyss EEnnddiinngg 1177//0055//1100))
FFiinniisshheedd CCaattttllee SSttoorree CCaattttllee DDrrooppppeedd CCaallvveess ((££//hheeaadd))

ffrroomm ttoo ffrroomm ttoo ffrroomm ttoo
SStteeeerrss SSttoorree bbuulllloocckkss uupp ttoo 440000kkgg CCoonnttiinneennttaall bbuullll ccaallvveess
1st quality 145 170 1st quality 168 194
2nd quality 130 144 2nd quality 146 167 1st quality 200 330
Friesians 118 131 2nd quality 140 198

SSttoorree bbuulllloocckkss 440000kkgg--550000kkgg
HHeeiiffeerrss 1st quality 169 183 CCoonnttiinneennttaall hheeiiffeerr ccaallvveess
1st quality 140 178 2nd quality 140 167
2nd quality 128 139 1st quality 185 300

SSttoorree bbuulllloocckkss oovveerr 550000kkgg 2nd quality 120 182
BBeeeeff CCoowwss 1st quality 152 169

2nd quality 134 151 FFrriieessiiaann bbuullll ccaallvveess
1st quality 124 149
2nd quality 105 123 SSttoorree hheeiiffeerrss uupp ttoo 445500kkgg 1st quality 100 200

1st quality 158 181 2nd quality 50 98
DDaaiirryy CCoowwss 2nd quality 135 157

HHoollsstteeiinn BBuullll CCaallvveess
1st quality 90 124 SSttoorree hheeiiffeerrss oovveerr 445500kkgg 10 115
2nd quality 70 89 1st quality 146 170

2nd quality 130 145

PPAAIIDD PPRRIICCEESS ((AAvveerraaggee)) PP//KKgg 

WW//EE
0011//0055//22001100

WW//EE
0088//0055//22001100

WW//EE
1155//0055//22001100

NI Liveweight 406.3p 405.5p 418.4p

NI Deadweight 420.0p 424.3p 434.7p

GB Deadweight 430.5p 431.9p 445.7p

INCREASED CATTLE SLAUGHTERINGS
IN APRIL

THE MARKETS

SSpprriinngg llaammbbss 445500--446600pp//kkgg

LLaammbb QQuuootteess

LLaasstt WWeeeekk
1122//0055//1100

TThhiiss WWeeeekk
1199//0055//1100

Hoggets 400 - 410p 400 - 410p

Spring Lamb 440 - 460p 450 - 460p

* Combined Prices for hoggets and spring lambs

Increased demand
for frying/grilling

steaks in April
2010

beef expenditure over the period
concerned.  In the four weeks ending
19 April, GB consumers spent
£148million on beef, £2.3million (2%)
more than in the same period in 2009.
Since the start of the year, beef
expenditure in GB has amounted to
£618million, 3% more than
expenditure during the equivalent
period in 2009.  

These trends are positive and indicate
that GB consumers may be moving
away from the austere buying habits
that saw them drastically reduce
consumption of prime cuts and red
meat in general in 2009.   

The figures may also reflect a reversal
of the trend whereby consumers opted
to trade down to comparatively cheaper
proteins such as pork and chicken
during the recession.  The Kantar
figures show, for example, that during
the 12 weeks to 19 April this year, the
volume of pork purchased by GB
consumers fell by 2%.  With pork prices
slightly higher during that period, it is
worth asking whether some consumers
switched back to beef as a result.  It is
too early to provide a definitive answer,
but the latest figures are broadly
positive. 

SSHHEEEEPP MMAARRTT PPRRIICCEESS SSEEVVEENN DDAAYYSS EENNDDEEDD 1188//0055//22001100

HHooggggeettss SSpprriinngg LLaammbb

NNoo.. FFrroomm TToo NNoo.. FFrroomm TToo

Wednesday Ballymena 187 300 375 330 400 495

Enniskillen 135 402 455

Newtownstewart 185 427 460

Markethill 100 330 402 620 430 464

Saturday Hilltown 200 422 461

Swatragh 190 376 422 215 428 455

Omagh 59 361 393 86 427 469

Monday Crumlin 406 420 505

Kilrea 460 422 448

Gortin 705 430 485

Tuesday Saintfield 111 311 378 314 413 450

Lisahally 155 442 495

Rathfriland 432 405 452

NNII CCAATTTTLLEE AANNDD SSHHEEEEPP SSLLAAUUGGHHTTEERRIINNGGSS FFOORR TTHHEE FFOOOODDCCHHAAIINN

April Year to Date
(5 weeks ended 01/05/10) (52 weeks ended 01/05/10)

2009 2010 % Change May 08 - Apr 09 May 09 - Apr 10 % Change
CCAATTTTLLEE 

Steers 16,077 17,276 +7% 175,326 173,505 -1%

Heifers 13,512 14,688 +9% 134,479 134,681 0%

Young Bulls 4,825 7,516 +56% 43,731 63,359 +45%

Cows 5,966 6,087 +2% 78,767 86,668 +10%

Mature Bulls 293 1,131 +286% 3,533 8,526 +141%

Calves 40 8 -80% 733 387 -47%

TToottaall CCaattttllee 4400,,771133 4466,,770066 ++1155%% 443366,,556699 446677,,112266 ++77%%

SSHHEEEEPP

Lambs & Hoggets 34,327 21,268 -38% 572,321 465,473 -19%

Ewes & Rams 7,308 5,021 -31% 65,340 67,519 +3%

TToottaall SShheeeepp 4411,,663355 2266,,228899 --3377%% 663377,,666611 553322,,999922 --1166%%

Continued from previous page


