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Premier Show & Sale

18 bulls are entered for the
Premier sale in Dungannon Mart
on 23rd January. Three are
eligible for the new carcass quality
incentive and most are backed by
full Breedplan records.
Catalogues are available from
David Smyth (Tel: 07808 078117)
or can be viewed on:
www.herefordcattle.org
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N THE 2009 calendar year there was an increase

of six per cent in total cattle slaughterings. This

was driven mainly by an increase in the young bull
and cow Kkill. Steers and heifers together showed
virtually no change.
The continued increase in the cow kill and the slight
increase in the heifer kill drives the ongoing decline
in the NI cattle herd. Beef cow numbers have fallen
steadily since the late 1990s and DARD’s
agricultural census shows beef cow numbers in
2009 to be 257,000 head. This is 50,000 lower
than the 2002 figure, a decline of 16 per cent. The
result of fewer beef cows is fewer beef calves and
this has ultimately led to an ongoing decline in clean
slaughter numbers, until this year.
In 2009, the decline has been arrested for several
reasons. One key reason is the reduced number of

Beef slaughterings rise in 2009

dairy calves exported to the continent in 2008. With
a buoyant weanling trade, exports of breeding and
store cattle from NI to mainland Europe stood at
33,000 head in 2007. These cattle were generally
male calves from the dairy herd, but various changes
in the regulatory environment dampened this trade
post 2007 with less than half the 2007 figure
exported to Europe in 2008. With no cattle exported
to the continent in the final quarter of 2008 and only
1,800 head exported in the first half of 2009, there
has been increased availability for domestic
slaughter. This increased retention of dairy bull
calves explains the increase in the young bull kill in

NI CATTLE AND SHEEP SLAUGHTERINGS
December Year to Date
(4 weeks ended 26/12/09) (52 weeks ended 26/12/09)
2008 2009 % Change Jan 08 - Nov 08 Jan 09 - Nov 09 % Change
CATTLE - FOODCHAIN
Steers 13,617 12,242 -10% 175,208 172,032 2%
Heifers 10,945 10,412 -5% 131,844 134,713 +2%
Young Bulls 3,543 4,710 +33% 40,947 54,392 +33%
Cows 6,234 7,176 +15% 76,652 85,960 +12%
Mature Bulls 286 971 +240% 3,511 5,986 +70%
Calves 45 37 -18% 847 447 -47%
Total Cattle 34,670 35,548 +3% 429,009 453,530 +6%
SHEEP
Lambs & Hoggets 43,593 40,045 -8% 570,518 512,408 -10%
Ewes & Rams 3,506 5,605 +60% 74,650 69,975 -6%
Total Sheep 47,099 45,650 -3% 645,168 582,383 -10%
The above figures are provisional; any amendments will be incorporated in the cumulative data (source DARD).

2009. Another key explanation for the maintenance
of the steer and heifer Kill is increased imports from
ROI for direct slaughter. In 2008, 14,000 (6% of total
kill) head were imported by the plants from ROI. In
20009, this figure more than doubled to 36,500 head
(8% of total Kill). With fewer cattle exported and
more imported, the net result was more cattle in
total. It is also worth noting that there have been
several consecutive years of increased male calf
registrations in the dairy herd. This also helps to
offset the decline in production in the suckler herd.
However, despite this, there is no escaping the fact
that the underlying trend in domestic cattle
availability is downward.

With suckler cow slaughterings continuing to rise,
the beef herd will continue to decline. In 2009, beef
sired calf births were down by 10% compared to
2008. This will feed into lower domestic slaughter
numbers in 2011 onwards. Looking at the shorter
term, domestic production will almost certainly
decline given the 5% reduction in beef calf births
between 2007 and 2008.

There may be an increase in raw material in the form
of young bulls, but the steer and heifer kill is likely
to decline unless the plants can continue to source
from ROIl. With reduced production on the home
front, competition among the plants for cattle this
year is likely to intensify. With numbers also
tightening in ROI, they will do well to maintain
imports for direct slaughter at the same level as last
year. More competition for cattle can only be good
for farmers.
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(Seven Days Ending 18/01/10) Sheep Prices
Finished Cattle Store Cattle Dropped Calves (£/head)
from to from to from to
Steers Store bullocks up to 400kg Continental bull calves Lamb Quotes
1st quality 148 176 1st quality 152 221
2nd quality 120 156 2nd quality 136 160 1st quality 210 340 W/E W/E
Friesians 100 128 2nd quality 125 248 13/01/10 20/01/10
Store bullocks 400kg-500kg
Heifers 1st quality 146 189 Continental heifer calves Hoggets 400-420p 370-390p
1st quality 145 169 2nd quality 133 155
2nd quality 118 149 1st quality 200 335
Store bullocks over 500kg 2nd quality 110 198 PAID PRICES (Average) P/Kg
Beef Cows 1st quality 150 172 W/E W/E W/E
2nd quality 128 149 Friesian bull calves 02/01/10 09/01/10 16/01/10
1st quality 110 148
2nd quality 88 119  Store heifers up to 450kg 1st quality 70 185 NI Liveweight 342.2p 358.6p 357.4p
Dairy Cows 2nd quality 118 154
Holstein Bull Calves GB Deadweight 423.6p 419.0p 435.5p
1st quality 90 116 Store heifers over 450kg 5 120
2nd quality 120 149
Hoggets
NI Sheep Slaughterings (‘000 head per week) Reduced quotes for hoggets Wednesday  Ballymena 1785 360 398
2 e o LAST week’s reported prices show that the plants paid an Enniskillen 347 380 410
. n - ) average of 416p/kg for hoggets. This was up 17p/kg from
s If':ﬂ"l e e the previous week, despite a 20% increase in slaughterings. Newtownstewart 324 340 385
I RSy However, last week’s price was almost 20p/kg lower than the
ety e Y, _.ll " fli reported price in GB. With a softening in the mart trade the Markethill 1050 360 385
o factories have reduced their quotes for hoggets this week to 370-
; 390p/kg up to 22kgs. Thursday Downpatrick 315 360 410
o FowMoaM . J oA S5 0 ND NI Average Weekly Sheep Price (p/kg CW) Saturday Omagh 1304 369 411
This week$ marts 43 - T0a o0 a01n Monday Crumlin 1171 345 380
T the end of last week, prices softened around the marts 330 4 Fa T Kilrea 1300 350 391
Awith more hoggets on show. On Monday in Kilrea there was 440 -~ .M ;
a big show of 1,300 hoggets, with prices ranging from 350- / - [ ! A Gortin 1070 370 410
391p/kg. This was down from the previous week when the top L £ : * _ O
price was 413p/kg. With greater numbers through the ring,  zs0 4-" ' T Tuesday Saintfield 784 330 381
prices were also down in Saintfield by about 30p/kg at the top ) T
end. Exports to ROI continue to climb, following the slackening ] Lisahally 390 380 398
in this trade over the Christmas break. Last week over 5,500 130 )
head were exported, up by a third on the previous week. OJ F M & KM J J M E 0O N D Rathfriland 606 320 375




