
IN THE 2009 calendar year there was an increase
of six per cent in total cattle slaughterings.  This
was driven mainly by an increase in the young bull

and cow kill.  Steers and heifers together showed
virtually no change.  
The continued increase in the cow kill and the slight
increase in the heifer kill drives the ongoing decline
in the NI cattle herd.  Beef cow numbers have fallen
steadily since the late 1990s and DARD’s
agricultural census shows beef cow numbers in
2009 to be 257,000 head.  This is 50,000 lower
than the 2002 figure, a decline of 16 per cent.  The
result of fewer beef cows is fewer beef calves and
this has ultimately led to an ongoing decline in clean
slaughter numbers, until this year.   
In 2009, the decline has been arrested for several
reasons.  One key reason is the reduced number of

dairy calves exported to the continent in 2008.  With
a buoyant weanling trade, exports of breeding and
store cattle from NI to mainland Europe stood at
33,000 head in 2007.  These cattle were generally
male calves from the dairy herd, but various changes
in the regulatory environment dampened this trade
post 2007 with less than half the 2007 figure
exported to Europe in 2008.  With no cattle exported
to the continent in the final quarter of 2008 and only
1,800 head exported in the first half of 2009, there
has been increased availability for domestic
slaughter.  This increased retention of dairy bull
calves explains the increase in the young bull kill in

2009.  Another key explanation for the maintenance
of the steer and heifer kill is increased imports from
ROI for direct slaughter.  In 2008, 14,000 (6% of total
kill) head were imported by the plants from ROI.  In
2009, this figure more than doubled to 36,500 head
(8% of total kill).  With fewer cattle exported and
more imported, the net result was more cattle in
total.  It is also worth noting that there have been
several consecutive years of increased male calf
registrations in the dairy herd.  This also helps to
offset the decline in production in the suckler herd.
However, despite this, there is no escaping the fact
that the underlying trend in domestic cattle
availability is downward.  
With suckler cow slaughterings continuing to rise,
the beef herd will continue to decline.  In 2009, beef
sired calf births were down by 10% compared to
2008.  This will feed into lower domestic slaughter
numbers in 2011 onwards.  Looking at the shorter
term, domestic production will almost certainly
decline given the 5% reduction in beef calf births
between 2007 and 2008.  
There may be an increase in raw material in the form
of young bulls, but the steer and heifer kill is likely
to decline unless the plants can continue to source
from ROI.  With reduced production on the home
front, competition among the plants for cattle this
year is likely to intensify.  With numbers also
tightening in ROI, they will do well to maintain
imports for direct slaughter at the same level as last
year.  More competition for cattle can only be good
for farmers.
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All reported prices and quotes based on the UK C/W.

NI prices edged upwards last week, having fallen back
slightly the previous week.  This was despite the fact
that slaughterings were up by more than 25%

compared to the previous week.  On average, heifer prices
were up by almost 2p/kg, while there was a very slight
increase in the average steer price.  Looking at the prices of
individual grades, the U3 steer price was down by 1p/kg
while the U3 heifer price was up by 2p/kg.  Most grades of
heifers increased in price last week, with O+2 grades up by
7p/kg.  O3 and O4L heifers were up by 3p/kg in price.  The
average young bull price was down by 0.5p/kg last week,
with the U2 price down by 3.5p/kg.   The U3 price was more
or less unchanged.   Cow prices were down by about 1p/kg
on average, but for some grades, the price was up markedly.
O+3 and O+4L cow prices were up by 8p/kg. 

The factories are continuing to import cattle from ROI for
direct slaughter in 2010.  Over the course of last week there
were 630 ROI cattle imported into NI for direct slaughter.
This was up from the previous week when fewer than 250
head came north.  Last year’s average weekly imports from
ROI was 705 head (8% of the weekly kill). 

It is worth noting that sterling has been rising steadily in
value against the euro in recent days.  This will make these
imports more attractive to the NI processors and bolster the
competitive position of ROI exporters in GB. 

Diary Dates

Comments:
bulletin@lmcni.com

Notes: 
(i) Prices are p/kg Sterling - ROI prices converted at 1 Euro= 89.67p Stg. 
(ii)Shading indicates a reduction on price reported in the previous bulletin. 
Further explanatory notes on these tables are available on request. 

Cattle

NNII CClleeaann CCaattttllee SSllaauugghhtteerriinnggss ((‘‘000000 hheeaadd ppeerr  wweeeekk))

NNII AAvveerraaggee WWeeeekkllyy CClleeaann CCaattttllee PPrriiccee ((pp//kkgg CCWW))

Beef slaughterings rise in 2009 

2007/2008 prices adjusted to provide a like-for-like comparison with
prices calculated under the new UK Dressing Specification. 

CCaattttllee QQuuootteess
LLaasstt WWeeeekk
1133//0011//1100

TThhiiss WWeeeekk
2200//0011//1100

U3 266p - 270p
+ 8p bonus for in spec

266p - 270p                
+ 8p bonus for in spec

R3 260p - 264p
+ 8p bonus for in spec

260p - 264p                
+ 8p bonus for in spec

O+3 254p - 258p
+ 8p bonus for in spec

254p - 258p
+ 8p bonus for in spec

Cows 200 - 214p 200 - 214p

PPrriicceess ((SStteeeerrss aanndd hheeiiffeerrss ccoommbbiinneedd))
WW//EE 

0022//0011//1100
WW//EE 

0099//0011//1100
WW//EE 

1166//0011//1100
U3 273.5p 272.5p 272.9p
R3 269.1p 268.0p 268.5p

O+3 262.9p 262.3p 262.9p

EEdduuccaattiioonn SSeerrvviicceess
PDE Conference
Balmoral Conference Centre
23 January 2010 

LLoovvee BBeeeeff WWeeeekk 
8-14 February 2010

THE MARKETS

The NI Cattle Prices Table has been amended to include more detail with prices for a
wider range of grades provided.  If you need further information on prices contact the
LMC Technical Department on 028 9263 3000.

NI CATTLE PRICES (W/E 16/01/2010)
Steers Heifers Young Bulls Cows

U2 272.3 271.6 263.3 -
U3 270.6 275.2 262.9 217.7
U4L 263.2 268.5 252.5 223.2
R2 264.8 260.6 256.7 216.8
R3 267.4 269.6 258.2 220.7
R4L 262.5 264.9 252.3 227.1
O+2 260.2 256.8 248.7 193.7
O+3 262.6 263.1 252.7 215.5
O+4L 258.7 257.6 249.1 219.3

O3 252.4 252.9 249.6 204.6
O4L 249.6 248.0 252.0 207.1
P+2 - - - 180.4
P+3 - - - 191.9

Average 264.3 266.0 255.5 192.2

UK & ROI CATTLE PRICES (W/E 09/01/2010)

Scotland 
Northern 
England

Midlands 
& Wales

Southern
England 

Northern 
Ireland

Rep of 
Ireland

Steers

U3 296.0 290.0 288.0 283.7 271.5 265.7
R3 293.5 285.4 280.7 273.4 267.4 254.0
R4 296.4 292.2 279.1 272.1 261.1 252.5
O3 277.8 272.0 264.0 260.3 257.3 239.4

Average 294.2 284.0 274.6 267.2 264.0 -

Heifers

U3 300.3 292.1 287.0 281.6 273.5 273.1
R3 293.0 281.2 276.9 271.2 268.5 262.4
R4 296.1 284.0 276.5 269.5 263.7 262.1
O3 262.5 268.7 264.1 259.4 258.6 246.5

Average 294.5 278.0 272.8 264.6 264.0 -

Young 
Bulls

U3 289.8 274.6 276.7 278.1 262.8 264.0
R3 279.9 270.1 273.7 273.4 257.1 256.5
O3 257.7 252.3 258.6 259.9 247.8 242.6

Average 268.8 261.5 267.7 261.0 255.9 -
Prime Cattle 

Price Reported 5,229 5,070 3,337 3,004 4,846 -

Cows

O3 187.8 202.3 182.6 180.4 201.0 206.6
O4 196.5 208.4 194.7 186.7 204.2 207.8
P2 131.6 157.7 142.1 152.7 159.6 184.8
P3 147.3 181.7 166.9 172.1 187.9 199.8

HHeeiiffeerr pprriicceess uupp llaasstt wweeeekk

AAnnsswweerrpphhoonnee SSeerrvviiccee

FFaaccttoorryy QQuuootteess && 
MMaarrtt RReessuullttss 

UUppddaatteedd 55ppmm DDaaiillyy
NNeexxtt wweeeekk’’ss qquuootteess

aavvaaiillaabbllee eeaacchh FFrriiddaayy
TTeell::  002288 99226633 33001111

IN the week ending 09/01/10, clean cattle prices were down
generally across the UK.  In contrast prices increased in ROI.  In
Scotland, the average steer price fell by 1.5p/kg.  In Northern

England the average heifer price fell by nearly 8p/kg.  The falling
prices in Northern England and Scotland seemed to hit O grade
carcases hardest, with the O3 heifer price down by 15-18p/kg in
the two regions.  With prices falling in the UK, ROI beef prices

continued their upward march, which has been ongoing since
early December.  The U3 heifer price in ROI is up by 20c/kg since
the start of December.  Last week, the U3 heifer price rose by
1.5p/kg, bringing it to 273.1p/kg - almost on a par with the NI U3
heifer price.  If ROI prices continue to rise, this may have the
potential to put some upward pressure on NI prices. 

RoI and GB price comparisons

NNII CCAATTTTLLEE AANNDD SSHHEEEEPP SSLLAAUUGGHHTTEERRIINNGGSS
DDeecceemmbbeerr YYeeaarr ttoo DDaattee

((44 wweeeekkss eennddeedd 2266//1122//0099)) ((5522 wweeeekkss eennddeedd 2266//1122//0099))
22000088 22000099 %% CChhaannggee JJaann 0088 -- NNoovv 0088 JJaann 0099 -- NNoovv 0099 %% CChhaannggee

CCAATTTTLLEE -- FFOOOODDCCHHAAIINN
Steers 13,617 12,242 -10% 175,208 172,032 -2%
Heifers 10,945 10,412 -5% 131,844 134,713 +2%
Young Bulls 3,543 4,710 +33% 40,947 54,392 +33%
Cows 6,234 7,176 +15% 76,652 85,960 +12%
Mature Bulls 286 971 +240% 3,511 5,986 +70%
Calves 45 37 -18% 847 447 -47%
TToottaall CCaattttllee 3344,,667700 3355,,554488 ++33%% 442299,,000099 445533,,553300 ++66%%

SSHHEEEEPP
Lambs & Hoggets 43,593 40,045 -8% 570,518 512,408 -10%
Ewes & Rams 3,506 5,605 +60% 74,650 69,975 -6%
TToottaall SShheeeepp 4477,,009999 4455,,665500 --33%% 664455,,116688 558822,,338833 --1100%%
The above figures are provisional; any amendments will be incorporated in the cumulative data (source DARD).

PPrreemmiieerr SShhooww && SSaallee
18 bulls are entered for the
Premier sale in Dungannon Mart
on 23rd January.  Three are
eligible for the new carcass quality
incentive and most are backed by
full Breedplan records.
Catalogues are available from
David Smyth (Tel: 07808 078117)
or can be viewed on:
www.herefordcattle.org





AT the end of last week, prices softened around the marts
with more hoggets on show.  On Monday in Kilrea there was
a big show of 1,300 hoggets, with prices ranging from 350-

391p/kg.  This was down from the previous week when the top
price was 413p/kg.   With greater numbers through the ring,
prices were also down in Saintfield  by about 30p/kg at the top
end.  Exports to ROI continue to climb, following the slackening
in this trade over the Christmas break.  Last week over 5,500
head were exported, up by a third on the previous week. 

LMC does not guarantee the accuracy
or completeness of any third party
information provided in or included
with this publication. LMC hereby
disclaims any responsibility for error,
omission or inaccuracy in the
information, misinterpretation or any
other loss, disappointment,
negligence or damage caused by
reliance on third party information.

NNoott ffoorr ffuurrtthheerr ppuubblliiccaattiioonn oorr
ddiissttrriibbuuttiioonn wwiitthhoouutt pprriioorr ppeerrmmiissssiioonn

ffrroomm LLMMCC

CCoonnttaacctt uuss:: 

WWeebbssiittee:: wwwwww..llmmccnnii..ccoomm

TTeelleepphhoonnee:: 002288 99226633 33000000

FFaaxx:: 002288 99226633 33000011

FFQQAASS HHeellpplliinnee:: 002288 99226633 33002244

AAnnsswweerrpphhoonnee:: 002288 99226633 33001111

CCllaassssiiffiiccaattiioonn QQuueerriieess:: 002288 99226633 33001122

TThhiiss wweeeekk ’’ss mmaarrttss

TTeexxtt SSeerrvviiccee
FFrreeee PPrriiccee QQuuootteess sseenntt 
ttoo yyoouurr mmoobbiillee pphhoonnee 

ttwwiiccee wweeeekkllyy
EEmmaaiill -- bbuulllleettiinn@@llmmccnnii..ccoomm 

TTeell::  002288 99226633 33002200

Sheep Prices

LAST week’s reported prices show that the plants paid an
average of 416p/kg for hoggets.  This was up 17p/kg from
the previous week, despite a 20% increase in slaughterings.

However, last week’s price was almost 20p/kg lower than the
reported price in GB.  With a softening in the mart trade the
factories have reduced their quotes for hoggets this week to 370-
390p/kg up to 22kgs. 

Sheep

NNII AAvveerraaggee WWeeeekkllyy SShheeeepp PPrriiccee ((pp//kkgg CCWW))

NNII SShheeeepp SSllaauugghhtteerriinnggss ((‘‘000000 hheeaadd ppeerr  wweeeekk))

BBeeeeff mmaarrttss ((££//110000kkgg  lliivveewweeiigghhtt)) ((SSeevveenn DDaayyss EEnnddiinngg 1188//0011//1100))
FFiinniisshheedd CCaattttllee SSttoorree CCaattttllee DDrrooppppeedd CCaallvveess ((££//hheeaadd))

ffrroomm ttoo ffrroomm ttoo ffrroomm ttoo
SStteeeerrss SSttoorree bbuulllloocckkss uupp ttoo 440000kkgg CCoonnttiinneennttaall bbuullll ccaallvveess
1st quality 148 176 1st quality 152 221
2nd quality 120 156 2nd quality 136 160 1st quality 210 340
Friesians 100 128 2nd quality 125 248

SSttoorree bbuulllloocckkss 440000kkgg--550000kkgg
HHeeiiffeerrss 1st quality 146 189 CCoonnttiinneennttaall hheeiiffeerr ccaallvveess
1st quality 145 169 2nd quality 133 155
2nd quality 118 149 1st quality 200 335

SSttoorree bbuulllloocckkss oovveerr 550000kkgg 2nd quality 110 198
BBeeeeff CCoowwss 1st quality 150 172

2nd quality 128 149 FFrriieessiiaann bbuullll ccaallvveess
1st quality 110 148
2nd quality 88 119 SSttoorree hheeiiffeerrss uupp ttoo 445500kkgg 1st quality 70 185

1st quality 140 184 2nd quality 35 95
DDaaiirryy CCoowwss 2nd quality 118 154

HHoollsstteeiinn BBuullll CCaallvveess
1st quality 90 116 SSttoorree hheeiiffeerrss oovveerr 445500kkgg 5 120
2nd quality 45 90 1st quality 148 169

2nd quality 120 149

PPAAIIDD PPRRIICCEESS ((AAvveerraaggee)) PP//KKgg 
WW//EE 

0022//0011//1100
WW//EE 

0099//0011//1100
WW//EE 

1166//0011//1100

NI Liveweight 342.2p 358.6p 357.4p

NI Deadweight 386.1p 399.0p 416.0p

GB Deadweight 423.6p 419.0p 435.5p

RReedduucceedd qquuootteess ffoorr hhooggggeettss

European Prices League Table

THE MARKETS

In the week ending 10 January, the R3 heifer price in
NI was the sixth highest in the EU, but was 10c/kg
lower than the EU average.  By comparison, Britain’s

prices were 4c/kg higher than the EU average and
French prices were higher again.  Prices in ROI are now
about 7c/kg lower than the NI price.  Last month the

gap was 14c/kg.  In ROI, prices were up by 13c/kg
between 13 December and 10 January.  The price
increases in GB and NI over the same period were
lower by comparison, only up by 4c/kg and 6c/kg
respectively.  Average prices across the EU were up by
about 5c/kg across the EU over the Christmas period.

LLaammbb QQuuootteess

WW//EE 
1133//0011//1100

WW//EE 
2200//0011//1100

Hoggets 400-420p 370-390p

ANEW premium structure for Certified
Hereford Beef  supplied to Omagh
Meats took effect from Tuesday 12th

January.  The table below shows the new
bonus payment which will be added to the
base price of eligible cattle. 

The bonus payment for U grade cattle is
now 4p/kg higher than prior to 12th
January.  The bonus payment on R grade
cattle has also increased by 4p/kg while
the bonus on O+ grade cattle is up by
2p/kg. 

Further details are available from David
Smyth, Scheme Co-ordinator:
(Tel: 07808 078117) 

CCaarrccaassee QQuuaalliittyy IInniittiiaattiivvee
The Hereford Cattle Society are offering a
cash incentive of up to £500 to purchasers
of bulls which have superior carcase traits
on the Breedplan recording system. Beef or
dairy farmers purchasing an eligible bull will
be able to claim £5 per calf on his progeny
to a maximum of 100 calves. Bulls may be
purchased at official sales or privately from
breeders.

Certified
Hereford Beef

EEUU DDeeaaddwweeiigghhtt CCaattttllee PPrriicceess -- HHeeiiffeerrss RR33 ((€€ CCeennttss // kkgg))
PPoossiittiioonn tthhiiss

MMtthh
PPoossiittiioonn llaasstt

MMtthh CCoouunnttrryy PPrriiccee llaasstt MMtthh 
((ww//ee 1133..1122..0099))

PPrriiccee tthhiiss MMtthh 
((ww//ee 1100..0011..1100))

CChhaannggee oonn MMtthh
((cceennttss))

1 1 Greece 412.0 390.6 -21.4

2 2 Italy 380.0 378.8 -1.2

3 3 Luxembourg 328.4 329.4 +1.0

4 4 France 313.0 317.0 +4.0

55 55 GGrreeaatt BBrriittaaiinn 330088..88 331133..11 +4.3

66 77 NNoorrtthheerrnn IIrreellaanndd 229922..44 229988..33 +5.9

7 6 Denmark 297.2 296.9 -0.4

8 8 Germany 291.9 296.3 +4.4

9 9 Spain 291.3 294.4 +3.1

1100 1111 IIrreellaanndd 227788..33 229900..99 +12.6

11 10 Austria 281.3 286.4 +5.1

12 13 Slovenia 271.5 273.4 +2.0

13 15 Sweden 251.2 269.9 +18.7

14 14 Belgium 268.5 269.5 +1.0

15 16 Poland 226.9 234.3 +7.5

EEUU 2277 AAvveerraaggee 330044..22 330088..88 ++44..66

Official prices reported to the EC Dressing Specification.

GGrraaddee OOlldd BBoonnuuss NNeeww BBoonnuuss

O +8p/kg +8p/kg

O+ 10p/kg +12p/kg

R +12p/kg +16p/kg

U +16p/kg +20p/kg

SSHHEEEEPP MMAARRTT PPRRIICCEESS SSEEVVEENN DDAAYYSS EENNDDEEDD 1199//0011//22001100

HHooggggeettss

NNoo.. FFrroomm TToo

Wednesday Ballymena 1785 360 398

Enniskillen 347 380 410

Newtownstewart 324 340 385

Markethill 1050 360 385

Thursday Downpatrick 315 360 410

Saturday Omagh 1304 369 411

Monday Crumlin 1171 345 380

Kilrea 1300 350 391

Gortin 1070 370 410

Tuesday Saintfield 784 330 381

Lisahally 390 380 398

Rathfriland 606 320 375


