
THE recession of 2009 weighed heavily on the
NI beef industry with weak demand an ongoing
feature of the market throughout last year.

Other factors such as a weak exchange rate and
tight supplies meant that farmgate beef prices held
up reasonably well throughout this difficult economic
environment.  However, weak demand certainly
dampened the market’s potential and created a
more challenging environment for operators right
along the supply chain.  NI beef producers became
accustomed to hearing about consumers “trading
down” with reports of cash-strapped consumers
switching to cheaper meat cuts and cheaper meat
types.  For the European red meat industry, the
recession was characterised by reduced demand for
prime beef with more consumers opting for mince.   

With tentative signs that a recovery is starting to take
root in the general economy, NI beef producers will
be looking for some signs of an improvement in beef

demand.  The latest figures from Kantar Worldpanel
provide some cause for cautious optimism (Kantar
has recently acquired TNS).  

On initial inspection of Figure 2 below, some
producers may be slightly dismayed by the trajectory
of the blue line which represents volume demand in
2010.  This shows a sharp reduction in beef demand
in GB between January and March.  It should be
noted, however, that this decline is typical of the
seasonal decline in beef demand which has
occurred throughout the first half of each of the last
four years, and has probably been a standard
feature of the market for years.  In 2010, it is likely
that demand will be in decline right through until the

summer before it starts its seasonal recovery.  

This seasonality in the market, makes it difficult to
compare one month to the next.  As a result it is
generally more appropriate to make comparisons
using year-on-year figures such as March ‘09 with
March ‘10 or the first quarter this year with the first
quarter last year.  

These comparisons will make for more positive
reading among NI beef producers.  During the four
weeks to 22 March 2010, beef demand was three
per cent higher than for the same period in 2009,
despite the fact that average beef prices were
unchanged over the same period.  This meant that
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All reported prices and quotes based on the UK Dressing Spec.

THIS week, the factories are continuing to quote a base
price of 270-272p/kg for U3 steers and heifers, plus the
8p/kg bonus for in-spec cattle.  By this Wednesday, most

of the plants were quoting the upper end of that scale for both
steers and heifers.  Quotes for cows have also firmed with the
factories quoting up to 220p/kg.  

Last week’s reported prices were slightly firmer than the
previous week with the average steer price up by a penny.  The
U3 steer price rose by 2.5p/kg last week while U4L steer price
rose by 5.5p/kg.  Average young bull prices increased sharply
last week.  At 258p/kg last week, the average price was 3p
higher than the previous week.  The U3 price was only up
marginally, however, there were stronger increases in the
prices of U2, R2, O+2 grade young bulls.   

Average cow prices fell slightly last week, despite the fact that
the factories have increased their quotes. This may be a
reflection of the quality of cows presented for slaughter. 

Last week, slaughter numbers rebounded in the NI plants with
the weekly kill figure reaching 10,000 head for the first time
since January. 

Diary Dates

Comments:
bulletin@lmcni.com

Notes: 
(i) Prices are p/kg Sterling - ROI prices converted at 1 Euro=87.71p Stg. 
(ii)Shading indicates a reduction on price reported in the previous bulletin. 
Further explanatory notes on these tables are available on request. 

Cattle

NNII CClleeaann CCaattttllee SSllaauugghhtteerriinnggss ((‘‘000000 hheeaadd ppeerr  wweeeekk))

NNII AAvveerraaggee WWeeeekkllyy CClleeaann CCaattttllee PPrriiccee ((pp//kkgg CCWW))

2007/2008 prices adjusted to provide a like-for-like comparison with
prices calculated under the new UK Dressing Specification. 

CCaattttllee QQuuootteess
LLaasstt WWeeeekk
1144//0044//1100

TThhiiss WWeeeekk
2211//0044//1100

U3 270p - 272p
+ 8p bonus for in spec

270p - 272p
+ 8p bonus for in spec

R3 264p - 266p
+ 8p bonus for in spec

264p - 266p
+ 8p bonus for in spec

O+3 258p - 260p
+ 8p bonus for in spec

258p - 260p
+ 8p bonus for in spec

Cows 205 - 216p 205 - 220p

PPrriicceess ((SStteeeerrss aanndd hheeiiffeerrss ccoommbbiinneedd))
WW//EE 

0033//0044//1100
WW//EE 

1100//0044//1100
WW//EE 

1177//0044//1100
U3 274.1p 274.5p 275.6p
R3 269.9p 271.4p 270.7p

O+3 264.0p 265.5p 264.3p

THE MARKETS

The NI Cattle Prices Table has been amended to include more detail with prices for a
wider range of grades provided.  If you need further information on prices contact the
LMC Technical Department on 028 9263 3000.

NI CATTLE PRICES (W/E 17/04/2010)
Steers Heifers Young Bulls Cows

U2 272.6 270.0 268.1 -
U3 274.3 276.8 266.9 226.7
U4L 269.5 271.3 260.8 225.1
R2 266.7 266.3 261.9 218.7
R3 270.0 271.4 261.9 221.3
R4L 266.0 268.2 254.8 218.1
O+2 258.6 259.7 254.7 186.0
O+3 265.6 262.9 256.5 216.0
O+4L 263.7 260.8 248.0 216.3

O3 255.1 254.1 251.4 203.0
O4L 254.8 249.2 207.1
P+2 - - - 168.9
P+3 - - - 191.5

Average 266.0 267.5 258.0 192.8

UK & ROI CATTLE PRICES (W/E 10/04/2010)

Scotland 
Northern 
England

Midlands 
& Wales

Southern
England 

Northern 
Ireland

Rep of 
Ireland

Steers

U3 286.3 280.1 277.8 273.2 271.7 263.5
R3 281.6 274.5 270.5 265.4 270.5 253.5
R4 284.3 281.0 270.9 265.7 264.6 252.8
O3 268.0 262.9 256.7 253.5 260.4 237.4

Average 282.1 276.3 267.1 258.8 265.2 -

Heifers

U3 286.8 282.2 278.0 271.3 277.3 270.5
R3 281.3 279.2 269.4 263.6 272.2 259.8
R4 283.6 275.3 269.1 264.2 268.1 259.5
O3 261.1 263.7 259.0 254.7 261.7 243.2

Average 281.8 273.4 267.0 258.0 267.4 -

Young 
Bulls

U3 275.4 267.7 271.4 269.2 266.7 262.7
R3 268.7 260.2 261.4 261.4 260.4 254.9
O3 245.3 242.3 243.4 249.1 249.2 241.8

Average 254.4 248.4 250.9 250.0 255.1 -
Prime Cattle 

Price Reported 6,569 5,226 5,071 3,645 4,788 -

Cows

O3 202.8 218.1 207.3 197.5 209.2 211.6
O4 214.9 219.1 204.2 199.1 212.8 215.1
P2 156.6 177.3 170.9 169.0 162.5 183.3
P3 174.2 203.3 189.1 180.4 190.2 204.3

CCaattttllee PPrriicceess FFiirrmm

AAnnsswweerrpphhoonnee SSeerrvviiccee

FFaaccttoorryy QQuuootteess && 
MMaarrtt RReessuullttss 

UUppddaatteedd 55ppmm DDaaiillyy
NNeexxtt wweeeekk’’ss qquuootteess

aavvaaiillaabbllee eeaacchh FFrriiddaayy

TTeell::  002288 99226633 33001111

IN the first full week of April, steer prices fell again across GB.
On average, prices fell by 2p/kg in Northern England compared
to the previous week.  Prices in the Midlands & Wales fell by

1.5p/kg while average steer prices in Scotland fell by 0.5p/kg.
This is the continuation of a general trend that has been ongoing
now for a couple of months.  With average steer prices in NI up
by 0.5p/kg in the same week, the gap between NI and Scotland
has narrowed to 17p/kg for steers and 14p/kg for heifers.  In

early January, the gap was 30p/kg for steers and  heifers.  With
a narrower differential, the number of cattle exported to GB for
direct slaughter has been lower in recent weeks. In the last four
weeks, only 348 head were shipped from NI to Scotland.  This
compares with over 1,100 in the first month of the year.  

Narrower differential with Scotland

FFQQAASS HHeellpplliinnee
If you have had a recent
inspection and need help and
advice to rectify any non-
conformances, contact Seamus
on the FQAS helpline:
002288 99226633 33002244

Improved GB beef demand in
first quarter

DDiidd yyoouu kknnooww??

RReedd mmeeaatt iiss aann eexxcceelllleenntt
ssoouurrccee ooff pprrootteeiinn --

nneeeeddeedd ffoorr ggrroowwtthh &&
rreeppaaiirr ooff bbooddyy ttiissssuuee 

FFoorr mmoorree iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn 
lloogg oonn ttoo wwwwww..llmmccnnii..ccoomm

Source: Kantar Worldpanel

FFiigguurree 33.. GGBB CCoonnssuummeerr EExxppeennddiittuurree oonn BBeeeeff
22000077--22001100 ((FFoouurr WWeeeekkllyy PPeerriiooddss))
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FFiigguurree 11.. GGBB RReettaaiill PPrriiccee ooff BBeeeeff 
22000077--22001100 ((FFoouurr WWeeeekkllyy PPeerriiooddss))

FFiigguurree 22.. GGBB VVoolluummee DDeemmaanndd ffoorr BBeeeeff
22000077--22001100 ((FFoouurr WWeeeekkllyy PPeerriiooddss))
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THIS week numbers were much lighter through the rings
with hogget numbers well down in Omagh, Kilrea and
Crumlin.  Hogget prices were softer in several marts and

there were some reports of more poor quality stock, as would
be expected at this time of year.  There were some more spring
lambs through the rings in some marts this week, but numbers
remain low, with only 50-100 head reported in most marts.
Spring lamb prices were generally softer than last week.  

LMC does not guarantee the accuracy
or completeness of any third party
information provided in or included
with this publication. LMC hereby
disclaims any responsibility for error,
omission or inaccuracy in the
information, misinterpretation or any
other loss, disappointment,
negligence or damage caused by
reliance on third party information.

NNoott ffoorr ffuurrtthheerr ppuubblliiccaattiioonn oorr
ddiissttrriibbuuttiioonn wwiitthhoouutt pprriioorr ppeerrmmiissssiioonn

ffrroomm  LLMMCC

CCoonnttaacctt uuss:: 

WWeebbssiittee:: wwwwww..llmmccnnii..ccoomm

TTeelleepphhoonnee:: 002288 99226633 33000000

FFaaxx:: 002288 99226633 33000011

FFQQAASS HHeellpplliinnee:: 002288 99226633 33002244

AAnnsswweerrpphhoonnee:: 002288 99226633 33001111

CCllaassssiiffiiccaattiioonn QQuueerriieess:: 002288 99226633 33001122

TThhiiss wweeeekk ’’ss mmaarrttss

TTeexxtt SSeerrvviiccee
FFrreeee PPrriiccee QQuuootteess sseenntt 
ttoo yyoouurr mmoobbiillee pphhoonnee 

ttwwiiccee wweeeekkllyy
EEmmaaiill -- bbuulllleettiinn@@llmmccnnii..ccoomm 

TTeell::  002288 99226633 33002200

Sheep Prices

This week there is some uncertainty in the finished lamb trade
with some factories not quoting.  Hogget quotes ranged from
410-420p/kg.  One plant was  quoting 500p/kg for spring

lambs, while another quoted 470p/kg.  Last week’s lamb kill was
22 per cent higher than the previous week when it was at its
lowest level of the year to date.  The mature sheep kill increased
by 74 per cent last week with ewes and rams accounting for a
fifth of the total sheep kill. 

Sheep

NNII AAvveerraaggee WWeeeekkllyy SShheeeepp PPrriiccee ((pp//kkgg CCWW))

NNII HHooggggeett SSllaauugghhtteerriinnggss ((‘‘000000 hheeaadd ppeerr  wweeeekk))

BBeeeeff mmaarrttss ((££//110000kkgg  lliivveewweeiigghhtt)) ((SSeevveenn DDaayyss EEnnddiinngg 1199//0044//1100))
FFiinniisshheedd CCaattttllee SSttoorree CCaattttllee DDrrooppppeedd CCaallvveess ((££//hheeaadd))

ffrroomm ttoo ffrroomm ttoo ffrroomm ttoo
SStteeeerrss SSttoorree bbuulllloocckkss uupp ttoo 440000kkgg CCoonnttiinneennttaall bbuullll ccaallvveess
1st quality 148 172 1st quality 168 228
2nd quality 120 145 2nd quality 140 162 1st quality 200 330

2nd quality 125 185
SSttoorree bbuulllloocckkss 440000kkgg--550000kkgg

HHeeiiffeerrss 1st quality 172 215 CCoonnttiinneennttaall hheeiiffeerr ccaallvveess
1st quality 151 176 2nd quality 145 170
2nd quality 128 150 1st quality 180 275

SSttoorree bbuulllloocckkss oovveerr 550000kkgg 2nd quality 85 145
BBeeeeff CCoowwss 1st quality 175 205

2nd quality 135 168 FFrriieessiiaann bbuullll ccaallvveess
1st quality 110 149
2nd quality 85 99 SSttoorree hheeiiffeerrss uupp ttoo 445500kkgg 1st quality 85 155

1st quality 160 188 2nd quality 60 80
DDaaiirryy CCoowwss 2nd quality 128 158

HHoollsstteeiinn BBuullll CCaallvveess
1st quality 85 110 SSttoorree hheeiiffeerrss oovveerr 445500kkgg 15 40
2nd quality 48 78 1st quality 165 233

2nd quality 140 158

PPAAIIDD PPRRIICCEESS ((AAvveerraaggee)) PP//KKgg 

WW//EE
0033//0044//22001100

WW//EE
1100//0044//22001100

WW//EE
1177//0044//22001100

NI Liveweight* 404.1p 400.2p 396.9p

NI Deadweight* 429.2p 417.1p 447.8p

GB Deadweight 415.0p 437.5p* 446.6p*

Increased cattle slaughterings in
March

THE MARKETS

SSpprriinngg llaammbbss 447700--550000pp

LLaammbb QQuuootteess

LLaasstt WWeeeekk
1144//0044//1100

TThhiiss WWeeeekk
2211//0044//1100

Hoggets 430p 410-420p

Spring Lamb 520-530p 470-500p

Improved GB beef
demand in first quarter

consumer expenditure on beef was three per cent
higher  (around £4million) than in March 2009. 

The first quarter figures (12 weeks ended 22 March
2010) show that this increase is part of a slightly
longer term trend.  In the first quarter, GB consumers
purchased 77,302 tonnes of beef.  This figure was four
per cent higher than the same period in 2009.  The
greater volume purchased was caused by a
combination of increased penetration (i.e. a greater
proportion of consumers putting beef into their
shopping baskets) and increased weight per purchase.
In the first quarter retail beef prices were on average,
one per cent lower than the same period in 2009.
However, despite this, expenditure was four per cent
higher than in Quarter 1 2009. 

Another positive development which has emerged out
of the latest Kantar Worldpanel figures, is the year-on-
year increase in demand for stewing and roasting beef
during March 2010.  Demand for stewing and roasting
cuts increased by nine per cent compared to March
2009.  Given the context, whereby demand for more
expensive cuts had been under pressure during the
recession, this increase in demand for non-mince
products (particularly for roasting joints) will be warmly
welcomed. 

While these are positive developments, it is worth
noting that volume demand remains well below pre-
recession levels.  In March 2008, volume demand for
beef was eight per cent higher than current levels.
However, the latest figures do provide tentative signs
of a changing trend and producers will take some
satisfaction from the figures which show that retail
expenditure on beef for the four weeks ended 21
March was at its highest level in four years.  

NNII CCAATTTTLLEE AANNDD SSHHEEEEPP SSLLAAUUGGHHTTEERRIINNGGSS FFOORR TTHHEE FFOOOODDCCHHAAIINN

March Year to Date
(4 weeks ended 27/03/10) (52 weeks ended 27/03/10)
2009 2010 % Change Apr 08 - Mar 09 Apr 09 - Mar 10 % Change

CCAATTTTLLEE 

Steers 11,579 13,115 +13% 175,610 172,306 -2%

Heifers 10,258 11,199 +9% 134,049 133,505 0%

Young Bulls 3,456 5,572 +61% 42,008 60,668 +44%

Cows 5,451 5,678 +4% 78,893 86,547 +10%

Mature Bulls 182 540 +197% 3,540 7,688 +117%

Calves 43 31 -28% 769 419 -46%

TToottaall CCaattttllee 3300,,996699 3366,,113355 ++1177%% 443344,,886699 446611,,113333 ++66%%

SSHHEEEEPP

Lambs & Hoggets 31,145 19,227 -38% 577,332 478,532 -17%

Ewes & Rams 4,056 3,983 -2% 66,776 69,806 +5%

TToottaall SShheeeepp 3355,,220011 2233,,221100 --3344%% 664444,,110088 554488,,333388 --1155%%

The above figures are provisional; any amendments will be incorporated in the cumulative data (source DARD).

THE slaughter figures for March show that
cattle production in NI was up by 17 per cent
compared to March last year, when about

5,000 fewer cattle were slaughtered in the NI meat
plants.  Steer slaughterings this March were 13 per
cent higher (about 1,500 head) than last March
while, heifer slaughterings were nine per cent
higher (just under 1,000 head).  Young bull

slaughterings were up by more than 2,000 head
while there was a slight increase in cow
slaughterings.   

TOTAL sheep throughput was down by a third
with 12,000 fewer presented for slaughter.
This was mainly driven by a very sharp

reduction in lamb /hogget numbers, although there
was also a slight decline in the mature sheep kill. 

SSHHEEEEPP MMAARRTT PPRRIICCEESS SSEEVVEENN DDAAYYSS EENNDDEEDD 2200//0044//22001100

HHooggggeettss SSpprriinngg LLaammbb

NNoo.. FFrroomm TToo NNoo.. FFrroomm TToo

Wednesday Ballymena 780 360 427 101 430 530

Enniskillen 80 400 435 60 450 500

Newtownstewart 80 347 420 100 450 500

Markethill 450 360 405 100 450 485

Thursday Downpatrick 210 375 415

Saturday Hilltown 150 369 392 70 470 495

Swatragh 362 336 368 190 384 476

Omagh 184 356 388 50 425 456

Monday Crumlin 402 350 400 192 450 500

Kilrea 340 399 85 440

Tuesday Saintfield 340 369 400 80 445 471

Rathfriland 100 253 393 134 400 450


