
IN recent weeks the farmgate price of lamb has
enjoyed something of a resurgence with some
factories paying up to 305p/kg for 22kg lambs.

While this is in part driven by stronger demand from
Southern buyers in NI marts and a slight reduction
in factory throughput, it may also be driven by an
increase in consumer demand in GB.

GB is one of the largest markets for NI lamb and it
has been a concern for NI producers and processors
that demand from GB consumers was poor in the
first half of 2009.  However, it appears that demand
has picked up in the period from mid-July to early
September having bottomed out in June.  In the  four
weeks ending 12 July volume demand in GB was
just over 5,500 tonnes, the lowest level of the year
to date.  In the four weeks ended 6th September,
demand was up to over 6,700 tonnes, a 20 per cent
increase on June levels. 

This rising demand has been driven at least in part
by falling retail lamb prices. In the four weeks ended
6 September, retail lamb prices were 6 per cent
lower than prices at the end of June.  With prices
falling and sales volume rising, consumer
expenditure on lamb is up by 15 per cent.   

Looking at the year to date,  the volume of lamb
consumed in GB has fallen sharply in 2009.  In the
period from the 29th December 2008 to 6th
September 2009, GB consumers purchased 64,400
tonnes of lamb.  This is down by 10 per cent on the
equivalent figure in 2008 and down 11 per cent on
the same period in 2007.  

The main reasons for this decline are the relative
expense of lamb and the impact of the recession.
For the year to date, average retail lamb prices are
nearly 60p/kg higher than in 2008 and over 90p/kg
higher than in 2007.  

While declining volume sales certainly raise worries
that consumers are taking lamb off the shopping list,
these concerns may be assuaged by the fact that
lamb expenditure in 2009 is only down marginally
compared to 2008 and up on 2007 levels.  
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In the week ending 12 October cattle prices in NI were
broadly similar to the previous week with the factories
continuing to quote 260-262p/kg for U3 steers and

heifers.  The reported prices reflected these quotes with
factories paying 261p/kg for U3 steers and 262p/kg for
U3 heifers.  

It is notable that quotes are very much in line with the
reported prices.  Earlier in the year reported prices were
sometimes 3-4p/kg higher than the quotes as some
factories paid better prices to some suppliers to secure
larger loads of cattle.  With supplies plentiful in recent
weeks, it would seem that fewer producers are being paid
more than the quoted price.  However, the spread of
prices do show that in a small number of cases
processors paid over 265p/kg for U3 steers last week. 

Last week the total cattle kill was down by about 700
head.  This was driven for the most part by a reduction in
the steer and young bull kill. 

IN the week ending 10 October, ROI farmgate prices came
under renewed pressure as the euro continued to appreciate
against the pound.  Prime cattle prices were down sharply with

steer prices reduced by 5c/kg, U3 heifer prices down by 6c/kg
and U3 young bulls down by over 10c/kg.  These reductions kept
ROI prices below NI prices in sterlng terms, despite the advances
of the euro.  As long as ROI prices continue to come under
pressure in this respect, NI producers are unlikely to see any
benefit from the reduced value of sterling.  However, it is worth
noting that last week there was a slight recovery in heifer and

steer prices in ROI.   While ROI prices fell in the second week of
October and NI prices remained stable, steer and heifer prices
were up in Scotland.  The U3 steer price increased by 2.5p to
298.6p/kg, 38p/kg higher than the equivalent price in NI.  P3
grade cows came under some pressure also in the week ending
10 October in GB. Prices are down by 10p/kg in Scotland,
12p/kg in Southern England and by 7p/kg in the midlands.  

RoI and GB price comparisons

Diary dates

Comments:
bulletin@lmcni.com

FFQQAASS LLiiaaiissoonn OOffffiicceerr – not sure
what you need for your
inspection?

Had an inspection and you’re not
sure how to deal with the action
points?

Linda will be at the following
marts next week:

DDaayy WWeeeekk CCoommmmeenncciinngg
2266//1100//0099

Tuesday Markethill

Wednesday Dungannon

Friday Ballymena

Notes: 
(i) Prices are p/kg Sterling;ROI prices converted at 1 Euro= 92.22p Stg. 
(ii)Shading indicates a reduction on the price reported in the previous bulletin. 
Further explanatory notes on these tables are available on request. 

Cattle

NNII CClleeaann CCaattttllee SSllaauugghhtteerriinnggss ((‘‘000000 hheeaadd ppeerr  wweeeekk))

NNII AAvveerraaggee WWeeeekkllyy CClleeaann CCaattttllee PPrriiccee ((pp//kkgg CCWW))

Consumer Demand for Lamb on the Rise as
Retail Prices Fall

UK & ROI CATTLE PRICES (W/E 10/10/2009)

Scotland 
Northern 
England

Midlands 
& Wales

Southern
England 

Northern 
Ireland

Rep of 
Ireland

Steers

U3 298.6 285.2 283.3 280.5 260.9 255.8
R3 293.0 282.2 275.6 273.8 255.2 249.4
R4 296.2 288.1 274.8 272.1 252.3 249.9
O3 281.3 270.4 264.0 262.1 247.2 237.4

Average 293.6 280.1 271.9 266.3 253.5 -

Heifers

U3 300.4 286.7 283.6 282.0 262.7 261.5
R3 292.2 278.3 272.9 272.3 257.5 255.4
R4 295.3 279.1 274.7 272.2 252.4 255.2
O3 271.5 265.3 260.4 258.5 249.2 242.1

Average 292.2 274.8 269.3 264.1 253.7 -

Young 
Bulls

U3 284.9 273.3 278.7 279.2 261.1 270.7
R3 279.8 267.5 268.4 273.2 255.5 265.5
O3 263.7 253.4 256.5 259.2 245.3 236.1

Average 275.4 262.0 265.2 257.7 254.1 -
Prime Cattle 

Price Reported 6,733 5,810 4,890 3,453 6,676 -

Cows

O3 198.0 207.4 201.9 190.5 205.4 199.1
O4 199.9 207.1 198.5 190.8 208.3 201.8
P2 149.9 165.6 174.0 152.1 165.9 169.6
P3 161.4 190.9 177.6 173.9 194.7 192.1

Cattle Prices Remain
Stable

2007/2008 prices adjusted to provide a like-for-like comparison with prices
calculated under the new UK Dressing Specification. 

CCaattttllee QQuuootteess
LLaasstt WWeeeekk
1144//1100//0099

TThhiiss WWeeeekk
2211//1100//0099

U3 260-262p 260-262p
R3 254-256p 254-256p

O+3 248-250p 248-250p
Cows 205-214p 205-214p

PPrriicceess ((SStteeeerrss aanndd hheeiiffeerrss ccoommbbiinneedd))
WW//EE 

0033//1100//0099
WW//EE 

1100//1100//0099
WW//EE 

1177//1100//0099

U3 261.6p 261.8p 261.6p
R3 256.4p 256.4p 256.1p

O+3 251.4p 251.4p 251.1p

AAnnsswweerrpphhoonnee SSeerrvviiccee

FFaaccttoorryy QQuuootteess && 
MMaarrtt RReessuullttss 

UUppddaatteedd 55ppmm DDaaiillyy

NNeexxtt wweeeekk’’ss qquuootteess
aavvaaiillaabbllee eeaacchh FFrriiddaayy

TTeell::  002288 99226633 33001111

GGBB VVoolluummee DDeemmaanndd ffoorr LLaammbb,, 22000077--22000099
((FFoouurr WWeeeekk PPeerriiooddss))

GGBB CCoonnssuummeerr EExxppeennddiittuurree oonn LLaammbb,, 22000077--22000099
((FFoouurr WWeeeekk PPeerriiooddss))GGBB RReettaaiill PPrriiccee ooff LLaammbb,, 22000077--22000099

((FFoouurr WWeeeekk PPeerriiooddss))
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THE MARKETS Source: TNS

The NI Cattle Prices Table has been amended to include more detail with prices for a wider
range of grades provided.  If you need further information on prices contact the LMC
Technical Department on 028 9263 3000

NI CATTLE PRICES (W/E17/10/2009)
Steers Heifers Young Bulls Cows

U2 260.3 262.0 260.7 -
U3 260.9 262.3 261.3 222.5
U4L 256.6 257.6 254.0 219.6
R2 254.5 257.2 254.2 215.3
R3 255.4 256.7 255.4 216.7
R4L 251.9 253.6 249.3 214.6
O+2 246.8 249.9 246.1 204.2
O+3 251.0 251.1 248.4 211.6
O+4L 248.9 253.9 242.5 214.8
O3 241.8 243.1 241.9 200.0
O4L 241.3 244.5 233.0 205.5
P+2 - 222.0 - 172.5
P+3 - 222.0 - 191.3
Average 253.0 254.5 254.5 186.5





AT the start of this week, numbers through the rings were
broadly similar to last week although prices appeared to be
marginally lower in Kilrea and Crumlin on Monday.  Crumlin

reported a price range of at 250-278p/kg, down from 260-
296p/kg last Monday.  Likewise prices were down marginally in
Rathfriland on Tuesday, while Saintfield reported a slight
increase in the top end price. 

LMC does not guarantee the accuracy
or completeness of any third party
information provided in or included
with this publication. LMC hereby
disclaims any responsibility for error,
omission or inaccuracy in the
information, misinterpretation or any
other loss, disappointment,
negligence or damage caused by
reliance on third party information

NNoott ffoorr ffuurrtthheerr ppuubblliiccaattiioonn oorr
ddiissttrriibbuuttiioonn wwiitthhoouutt pprriioorr ppeerrmmiissssiioonn

ffrroomm LLMMCC

CCoonnttaacctt uuss:: 

WWeebbssiittee:: wwwwww..llmmccnnii..ccoomm

TTeelleepphhoonnee:: 002288 99226633 33000000

FFaaxx:: 002288 99226633 33000011

FFQQAASS HHeellpplliinnee:: 002288 99226633 33002244

AAnnsswweerrpphhoonnee:: 002288 99226633 33001111

CCllaassssiiffiiccaattiioonn QQuueerriieess:: 002288 99226633 33001122

TThhiiss wweeeekk ’’ss mmaarrttss

TTeexxtt SSeerrvviiccee
FFrreeee PPrriiccee QQuuootteess sseenntt 
ttoo yyoouurr mmoobbiillee pphhoonnee 

eeaacchh wweeeekk 
EEmmaaiill -- bbuulllleettiinn@@llmmccnnii..ccoomm 

TTeell::  002288 99226633 33002200

Sheep Prices

THIS week the factories are quoting 295-300p/kg for lambs
with the quotes down slightly at the top end.  These reduced
quotes reflect a slight easing in the mart trade.  The total

sheep kill reached 15,000 head in the last week of September
and has been falling very gradually ever since.  Last week the
sheep kill was just over 13,200 head, with the lamb kill down by
nearly 700 head on the previous week.  

Sheep

NNII AAvveerraaggee WWeeeekkllyy SShheeeepp PPrriiccee ((pp//kkgg CCWW))

NNII SShheeeepp SSllaauugghhtteerriinnggss ((‘‘000000 hheeaadd ppeerr  wweeeekk))

BBeeeeff mmaarrttss ((££//110000kkgg  lliivveewweeiigghhtt)) ((SSeevveenn DDaayyss EEnnddiinngg 1199//1100//0099))
FFiinniisshheedd CCaattttllee SSttoorree CCaattttllee DDrrooppppeedd CCaallvveess ((££//hheeaadd))

ffrroomm ttoo ffrroomm ttoo ffrroomm ttoo
SStteeeerrss SSttoorree bbuulllloocckkss uupp ttoo 440000kkgg CCoonnttiinneennttaall bbuullll ccaallvveess
1st quality 138 166 1st quality 145 205
2nd quality 118 149 2nd quality 130 165 1st quality 210 370
Friesians 105 128 2nd quality 140 248

SSttoorree bbuulllloocckkss 440000kkgg--550000kkgg
HHeeiiffeerrss 1st quality 150 192 CCoonnttiinneennttaall hheeiiffeerr ccaallvveess
1st quality 142 165 2nd quality 130 149
2nd quality 120 149 1st quality 155 245

SSttoorree bbuulllloocckkss oovveerr 550000kkgg 2nd quality 60 178
BBeeeeff CCoowwss 1st quality 140 173

2nd quality 120 144 FFrriieessiiaann bbuullll ccaallvveess
1st quality 100 157
2nd quality 85 124 SSttoorree hheeiiffeerrss uupp ttoo 445500kkgg 1st quality 60 130

1st quality 140 179 2nd quality 30 88
DDaaiirryy CCoowwss 2nd quality 118 149

HHoollsstteeiinn BBuullll CCaallvveess
1st quality 85 120 SSttoorree hheeiiffeerrss oovveerr 445500kkgg 2 120
2nd quality 40 99 1st quality 142 180

2nd quality 125 147

LLaammbb QQuuootteess
LLaasstt WWeeeekk
1144//1100//0099

TThhiiss WWeeeekk
2211//1100//0099

Lamb 300-305p 295-300p

PPAAIIDD PPRRIICCEESS ((AAvveerraaggee)) PP//KKgg 
WW//EE 

0033//1100//0099
WW//EE 

1100//1100//0099
WW//EE 

1177//1100//0099

NI Liveweight 253.31p 265.25p 263.73p

NI Deadweight 287.12p 293.54p 295.54p

GB Deadweight 308.7p 316.0p 314.0p

DDeeaaddwweeiigghhtt llaammbb pprriicceess

Deductions on OTM Cattle Vary in 2009

THE MARKETS

Ever since the OTMS scheme ended in 2005 and over-
30 month old cattle (OTM) were allowed back into the
foodchain, processors have applied a deduction to

OTM cattle.  This deduction was considered necessary for
several reasons.  Firstly, the market for over OTM beef was
limited with supermarket specifications for cattle aged
under 30 months.  Secondly, up until 1st January 2009
OTM cattle had to be BSE tested, meaning  that the cost of
processing these cattle was higher than the costs
associated with younger animals.  A 10p/kg deduction was
typically applied to OTM cattle in recent years, however,
the application of this deduction has been inconsistent,
depending on the general availability of cattle.  

Early in 2009 the regulations and specifications around
OTM cattle changed creating some speculation that the
deduction would be relaxed.  Firstly, the Food Standards
Agency raised the threshold for BSE testing to 48 months,
meaning that OTM cattle under this age could go into the
foodchain without BSE testing; although regulations state
that the vertical column must be removed from these
cattle.  Secondly, ASDA announced that they would be
relaxing their specification to allow for cattle up to 36

months old with the expectation that in time their
specification would be widened further to allow for cattle
up to 48 months.  

This new specification undoubtedly made the marketing
of OTM beef easier for some processors.  However, it is
important to note that processors continue to incur extra
costs associated with removing the vertical column from
older animals and most supermarkets continue to specify
a requirement for cattle under 30 months.  

These impediments to processing and marketing OTM beef
have meant that factories continue to apply an OTM
deduction in 2009.  The table below shows how in the four
weeks to 10th October 2009, the deduction averaged 5-
9p/kg with over-age O3 cattle penalised more heavily than
over-age U3 cattle.   

With throughput currently quite high the deduction has
increased marginally on average in the last few weeks and
some plants are  now saying that they are becoming more
rigorous in applying a 10p/kg deduction as they try to
reduce the number of OTM cattle in the slaughter mix.   

Over the last fortnight there has
been a noticeable decline in the
volume of cattle being imported for

direct slaughter from ROI by NI factories.  

Last week, fewer than 450 cattle were
imported for direct slaughter from ROI
while in the previous week about 690
head were brought in.  In August the
average weekly number of imports for
direct slaughter was 1,200 head while in
September the equivalent figure was 835
head.  This reduction in imports is a
reflection of increased availabilty of
cattle in NI and developments in the
exchange rate.  

In August the average weekly cattle kill in
NI was just over 7,000 head.  By
September this had increased to almost
10,000 head while in the first three
weeks of October the weekly kill has
averaged over 10,200 head.  With
plentiful cattle supplies in NI, processors
have been less inclined to buy cattle from
ROI. 

The rising value of the Euro has also
made imports from ROI less attractive.
In the first week of August the sterling
price of a U3 heifer from ROI was about
250p/kg, seven pence lower than the
equivalent price in NI.  By the first week
of October this had risen to 265p/kg,
three pence higher than the NI price.
Since then, farmgate price reductions in
ROI have compensated for the stronger
euro and the sterling price of ROI cattle
is now lower again, but there has been
no corresponding recovery in imports.

Reduced Direct
Slaughter Imports

from ROI 

SSHHEEEEPP MMAARRTT PPRRIICCEESS SSEEVVEENN DDAAYYSS EENNDDEEDD 2200//1100//22000099

LLaammbbss

NNoo.. FFrroomm TToo

Wednesday Ballymena 1607 248 282

Enniskillen 424 240 280

Newtownstewart 580 251 276

Markethill 700 260 295

Thursday Downpatrick 375 245 305

Saturday Hilltown 1120 252 295

Swatragh 1062 260 303

Omagh 2029 275 311

Monday Crumlin 1254 250 278

Kilrea 1060 262 284

Gortin 870 268 299

Tuesday Saintfield 640 256 296

Lisahally 545 270 305

Rathfriland 638 250 300

DDiiffffeerreennccee iinn pprriiccee bbeettwweeeenn ccaattttllee aaggeedd oovveerr aanndd uunnddeerr 3300 mmoonntthhss 
SStteeeerrss aanndd HHeeiiffeerrss 

SSeelleecctteedd GGrraaddeess -- 1144 SSeepptteemmbbeerr -- 66 OOccttoobbeerr 22000099

GGrraaddee UUnnddeerr 
3300 MMoonntthhss

OOvveerr 
3300 MMoonntthhss AAvveerraaggee DDeedduuccttiioonn

UU33 262.1p 257.4p -4.7p/kg

RR33 256.8p 251.3p -5.5p/kg

OO33 248.9p 239.4p -9.5p/kg


