Diary dates

FQAS Liaison Officer - not sure
what you need for your
inspection?

Had an inspection and you'e not
sure how to deal with the action
points?

Linda will be at the following
marts next week:

Week Commencing

Da
¥ 26/10/09
Tuesday Markethill
Wednesday Dungannon
Friday Ballymena

Answerphone Service

Factory Quotes &
Mart Results

Updated 5pm Daily

Next week’s quotes
available each Friday

Tel: 028 9263 3011

Comments:

bulletin@Imcni.com
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N recent weeks the farmgate price of lamb has

enJoyed something of a resurgence with some

factories paying up to 305p/kg for 22kg lambs.
While this is in part driven by stronger demand from
Southern buyers in NI marts and a slight reduction
in factory throughput, it may also be driven by an
increase in consumer demand in GB.

GB is one of the largest markets for NI lamb and it
has been a concern for NI producers and processors
that demand from GB consumers was poor in the
first half of 2009. However, it appears that demand
has picked up in the period from mid-July to early
September having bottomed out in June. Inthe four
weeks ending 12 July volume demand in GB was
just over 5,500 tonnes, the lowest level of the year
to date. In the four weeks ended 6th September,
demand was up to over 6,700 tonnes, a 20 per cent
increase on June levels.

GB Retail Price of Lamb, 2007-2009
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Consumer Demand for Lamb on the Rise as
Retail Prices Fall

This rising demand has been driven at least in part
by falling retail lamb prices. In the four weeks ended
6 September, retail lamb prices were 6 per cent
lower than prices at the end of June. With prices
falling and sales volume rising, consumer
expenditure on lamb is up by 15 per cent.

Looking at the year to date, the volume of lamb
consumed in GB has fallen sharply in 2009. In the
period from the 29th December 2008 to 6th
September 2009, GB consumers purchased 64,400
tonnes of lamb. This is down by 10 per cent on the
equivalent figure in 2008 and down 11 per cent on
the same period in 2007.

GB Volume Demand for Lamb, 2007-2009
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The main reasons for this decline are the relative
expense of lamb and the impact of the recession.
For the year to date, average retail lamb prices are
nearly 60p/kg higher than in 2008 and over 90p/kg
higher than in 2007.

While declining volume sales certainly raise worries
that consumers are taking lamb off the shopping list,
these concerns may be assuaged by the fact that
lamb expenditure in 2009 is only down marginally
compared to 2008 and up on 2007 levels.

GB Consumer Expenditure on Lamb, 2007-2009
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Source: TNS
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Finished Cattle Store Cattle Dropped Calves (£/head)
from to from to from to
Steers Store bullocks up to 400kg Continental bull calves
1st quality 138 166 1st quality 145 205
2nd quality 118 149 2nd quality 130 165 1st quality 210 370
Friesians 105 128 2nd quality 140 248
Store bullocks 400kg-500kg
Heifers 1st quality 150 192 Continental heifer calves
1st quality 142 165 2nd quality 130 149
2nd quality 120 149 1st quality 155 245
Store bullocks over 500kg 2nd quality 60 178
Beef Cows 1st quality 140 173
2nd quality 120 144 Friesian bull calves
1st quality 100 157
2nd quality 85 124 Store heifers up to 450kg 1st quality 60 130
1st quality 140 179 2nd quality 30 88
Dairy Cows 2nd quality 118 149
Holstein Bull Calves
1st quality 85 120 Store heifers over 450kg 2 120
2nd quality 40 99 1st quality 142 180
2nd quality 125 147

NI Sheep Slaughterings (‘000 head per week)
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broadly similar to last week although prices appeared to be 100 ™
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Deadweight lamb prices

HIS week the factories are quoting 295-300p/kg for lambs
Twith the quotes down slightly at the top end. These reduced

quotes reflect a slight easing in the mart trade. The total
sheep Kill reached 15,000 head in the last week of September
and has been falling very gradually ever since. Last week the
sheep kill was just over 13,200 head, with the lamb kill down by
nearly 700 head on the previous week.

NI Average Weekly Sheep Price (p/kg CW)

AT the start of this week, numbers through the rings were 190

marginally lower in Kilrea and Crumlin on Monday. Crumlin
reported a price range of at 250-278p/kg, down from 260-
296p/kg last Monday. Likewise prices were down marginally in
Rathfriland on Tuesday, while Saintfield reported a slight
increase in the top end price.
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Sheep Prices
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Last Week This Week
14/10/09 21/10/09
Lamb 300-305p 295-300p
| PADPRICES (verage) P/kg_____|
W/E W/E W/E
03/10/09 10/10/09 17/10/09
NI Liveweight 253.31p 265.25p 263.73p
NI Deadweight 287.12p 293.54p 295.54p
GB Deadweight 308.7p 316.0p 314.0p
| e e prcessevenDwvs enoep 2071072000
Lambs
No. From To
Wednesday Ballymena 1607 248 282
Enniskillen 424 240 280
Newtownstewart 580 251 276
Markethill 700 260 295
Thursday Downpatrick 375 245 305
Saturday Hilltown 1120 252 295
Swatragh 1062 260 303
Omagh 2029 275 311
Monday Crumlin 1254 250 278
Kilrea 1060 262 284
Gortin 870 268 299
Tuesday Saintfield 640 256 296
Lisahally 545 270 305
Rathfriland 638 250 300




