
The Northern Ireland Beef and Lamb Farm
Quality Assurance Scheme (NIFQAS) is owned
by the Northern Ireland Beef and Sheep Meat

Industry and the scheme is operated on its behalf by
the Livestock and Meat Commission for Northern
Ireland (LMC). LMC, acting on behalf of the FQAS
Industry Board, contracts Northern Ireland Food
Chain Certification (NIFCC) to register, inspect and
certify participants in the NIFQAS. The scheme
operates an 18 month inspection interval for
surveillance inspections to ensure that each farm
alternates between summer and winter inspections.
It should be noted that NIFQAS requires 100%
compliance with all the codes in the scheme product
standard and failure to achieve this will result in non
conformances being raised. 

An April 2010 edition of the NIFQAS product standard
was distributed to all active FQAS members in early
May of this year and NIFCC has been inspecting
against this new standard since 1st June 2010.
Those FQAS members who have not yet had an
inspection against this updated version of the
standard should try to familiarise themselves with the
new requirements of the scheme by reading the
2010 Product Standard and FQAS newsletter issued
earlier this year. Scheme participants should also
read carefully the inspection checklist issued to them
by NIFCC prior to an inspection taking place.

Recent data provided by NIFCC has shown that of
326 farm inspections completed against the updated
product standard only 24 of these had no non
conformances raised. This represents 7.36% of
inspections completed - a noticeable decline from the
25.3% of participants recorded as having no non

conformances for the year ending 31/05/10. Many
of the non conformances raised since the beginning
of June relate to the updated requirements in the
product standard. This is not unexpected during the
‘bedding’ in period for the revised standard.

The main non conformances currently being raised
at inspection are:

AAllll nneecceessssaarryy ddooccuummeennttaattiioonn hhaass nnoott bbeeeenn ssiiggnneedd
aanndd ddaatteedd iinn tthhee 22001100 eeddiittiioonn ooff tthhee FFQQAASS ssttaannddaarrdd..
The sections that require completion are: 
- Inside front cover of the Standard (must be signed 
and dated) 

- Code 7.6 on page 31 (must be signed to declare that 
human sewage sludge and waste abattoir materials
are not used in a disallowed way)

- Experience and Training Records Form on p36
- Animal Health Plan on pages 39-41,
- Broken Needle Policy on p44 (signed and dated)
- Industry Code of Practice for On Farm Feeding on 
page 60 (signed and dated if applicable)

- Welfare of Animals During Transport Guidance on 
p72 (signed and dated if applicable) 

- Useful Information in the Event of an Emergency 
Form on page 74 

- Complaints Record Form on page 75 (if applicable).
- Written declaration that feed records represent the 
totality of all externally sourced feedstuffs (a sticker
for inserting in feed record booklets was sent out
with the mailing in May to help conform to this

requirement- signed and dated) 
-- April 2007 Rules Booklet for participation in FQAS
(signed and dated).

Participants should note that by signing and dating
the codes/documentation outlined above they are
confirming that they have read and understood their
content.  

PPrroodduucceerrss hhaavvee nnoott rreettaaiinneedd ffeeeedd aanndd mmeeddiicciinnee
rreeccoorrddss ffoorr 33 yyeeaarrss.. 
This is now a requirement of the NIBL FQAS to help
aid the traceability of feedstuffs and medicines
administered to livestock and as such producers
should retain this information for the required
timeframe.

TThhee pprroovviissiioonn ooff wwaasshhiinngg aanndd ddiissiinnffeeccttiioonn ffaacciilliittiieess
oonn ffaarrmm hhaass nnooww bbeeccoommee aa rreeqquuiirreemmeenntt ooff tthhee
sscchheemmee..
This is due to an enhanced bio-security policy in the
animal health plan. Producers must have as a
minimum a brush, bucket and disinfectant available
for all visitors and vehicles entering the premises
(please note that the provision of a footbath in
isolation does not meet the requirements of the
scheme).

PPrroodduucceerrss mmuusstt hhaavvee aacccceessss ttoo aa ccooppyy ooff tthhee CCooddee
ooff GGoooodd AAggrriiccuullttuurraall PPrraaccttiiccee ffoorr tthhee PPrreevveennttiioonn ooff
PPoolllluuttiioonn ooff WWaatteerr,, AAiirr aanndd SSooiill.. 
This must be signed and dated to indicate that the
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All reported prices and quotes based on the UK Dressing Spec.

THIS week base quotes for U3 prime cattle are 254-256p/kg
with an 8p/kg bonus still available for in spec steers and
heifers. This is in line with last weeks quotes and reports

from the plants have indicated that they are getting enough
cattle to meet requirements.

Last week’s reported steer prices have shown a 1.1p/kg
increase for U3 grades, with the average steer price up by the
same amount. 

Average heifer prices declined by 0.7p/kg compared to last
week’s prices, with the U3 heifer price 3.4p/kg lower. As usual
there has been significant variation across the grades. U2
heifers were back 8.4p/kg while there was an increase of 11p
in the O+2 heifer price.  Average prices for Young Bulls are down
slightly by 0.4p/kg

Current quotes for cows are 200-214p/kg, remaining constant
from the prices quoted last week. Last week’s reported cow
prices have however shown a decline with average prices down
by 7.8p/kg

Information

Comments:
bulletin@lmcni.com

Notes: 
(i) Prices are p/kg Sterling - ROI prices converted at 1 Euro=83.67p Stg. 
(ii)Shading indicates a reduction on price reported in the previous bulletin. 
Further explanatory notes on these tables are available on request. 

Cattle

NNII CClleeaann CCaattttllee SSllaauugghhtteerriinnggss ((‘‘000000 hheeaadd ppeerr  wweeeekk))

NNII AAvveerraaggee WWeeeekkllyy CClleeaann CCaattttllee PPrriiccee ((pp//kkgg CCWW))

2007/2008 prices adjusted to provide a like-for-like comparison with
prices calculated under the new UK Dressing Specification. 

CCaattttllee QQuuootteess
LLaasstt WWeeeekk
1144//0077//1100

TThhiiss WWeeeekk
2211//0077//1100

U3 254 - 256p  
+ 8p bonus for in spec

254 - 256p  
+ 8p bonus for in spec

R3 248 - 250p
+ 8p bonus for in spec

248 - 250p
+ 8p bonus for in spec

O+3 242 - 244p
+ 8p bonus for in spec

242 - 244p
+ 8p bonus for in spec

Cows 205 - 214p 200 - 214p

PPrriicceess ((SStteeeerrss aanndd hheeiiffeerrss ccoommbbiinneedd))
WW//EE 

0033//0077//1100
WW//EE 

1100//0077//1100
WW//EE 

1177//0077//1100
U3 263.7p 261.6p 260.5p
R3 259.3p 257.5p 258.6p

O+3 252.8p 251.2p 252.2p

THE MARKETS

The NI Cattle Prices Table has been amended to include more detail with prices for a
wider range of grades provided.  If you need further information on prices contact the
LMC Technical Department on 028 9263 3000.

UK & ROI CATTLE PRICES (W/E 17/07/2010)

Scotland 
Northern 
England

Midlands 
& Wales

Southern
England 

Northern 
Ireland

Rep of 
Ireland

Steers

U3 280.4 276.6 272.8 265.5 258.7 258.3
R3 277.8 272.5 261.3 256.6 256.2 248.6
R4 281.4 279.6 263.8 255.7 255.8 247.8
O3 265.6 256.2 244.9 243.4 243.7 234.3

Average 278.6 270.8 258.8 249.1 251.7 -

Heifers

U3 284.4 281.7 270.0 262.3 262.3 266.7
R3 277.5 281.7 259.5 257.0 260.9 255.5
R4 279.8 269.4 262.7 254.4 254.3 253.2
O3 265.7 265.5 248.9 241.0 250.1 239.0

Average 277.9 269.3 259.2 248.1 255.6 -

Young 
Bulls

U3 268.6 260.1 261.7 263.2 253.8 260.9
R3 265.8 254.3 253.8 252.3 248.1 251.9
O3 239.6 234.1 235.9 240.8 234.2 237.4

Average 257.9 243.1 247.7 249 244.2 -
Prime Cattle 

Price Reported 6,751 5,772 6,471 4,370 3,875 -

Cows

O3 204.9 207.3 200.1 183.6 196.8 199.8
O4 212.2 206.6 199.1 187.3 200.3 202.2
P2 154.7 160.3 166.4 150.3 153.9 171.5
P3 180.2 185.3 173.6 166.1 180.4 194.6

UU33 QQuuoottee:: 225544--225566pp//kkgg

AAnnsswweerrpphhoonnee SSeerrvviiccee
FFaaccttoorryy QQuuootteess && 

MMaarrtt RReessuullttss 
UUppddaatteedd 55ppmm DDaaiillyy

NNeexxtt wweeeekk’’ss qquuootteess
aavvaaiillaabbllee eeaacchh FFrriiddaayy

TTeell::  002288 99226633 33001111

LAST week, average reported steer prices in NI were 1.1p/kg
higher than the previous week. However steer prices were
down in several GB regions. In Scotland average steer prices

were back 0.8p/kg while in the Midlands and Wales prices were
down 2.3p/kg. In NI last week heifer prices were down 0.7p/kg
and this trend was similar to Scotland, Midlands and Wales and
Southern England. However, prices for heifers in Northern
England were 2.6p/kg higher than the previous week. Young
Bulls in NI saw a 0.4p/kg reduction in price. In contrast prices

were higher in all other regions with the Midlands and Southern
England 1.5p/kg and 3.5p/kg higher respectively. The price gap
between Scotland and NI for U3 steers and heifers is currently
over 20p/kg. Prices in ROI were down last week in euro terms
but for some grades the sterling price was higher than the
previous week as a result of pressure on sterling.

ROI & GB Price Comparisons

FFQQAASS HHeellpplliinnee
If you have had a recent
inspection and need help and
advice to rectify any non-
conformances, contact Seamus
on the FQAS helpline:
002288 99226633 33002244

FQAS - Are you up to speed for your
inspection?

DDiidd yyoouu kknnooww??

TThhee sseelleenniiuumm iinn bbeeeeff
aanndd llaammbb bboooossttss

iimmmmuunniittyy aanndd hhaass
ppoossssiibbllee aannttii--aaggiinngg

eeffffeeccttss!!

FFoorr mmoorree iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn 
lloogg oonn ttoo wwwwww..llmmccnnii..ccoomm

NI CATTLE PRICES (W/E 17/07/2010)
Steers Heifers Young Bulls Cows

U2 255.8 258.2 253.5 -
U3 258.6 262.3 253.8 213.0
U4L 255.1 257.7 249.3 214.3
R2 250.7 254.7 246.3 195.9
R3 256.2 260.9 248.1 212.2
R4L 256.4 254.8 245.3 213.6
O+2 249.1 249.1 238.7 194.5
O+3 251.9 252.4 239.9 208.0
O+4L 249.0 250.6 - 204.1
O4L 239.1 247.9 - 196.8
P+2 - - - 168.0
P+3 - - - 184.2

Average 251.7 255.6 244.2 185.7



THERE has been a steady increase in the number of lambs
going through the sale rings across the province as more
producers start to take lambs to market. There has been

a much stronger trade in most of the marts this week despite
the rising numbers with prices reported in Kilrea of 330-
360p/kg and in Omagh of 327-361p/kg. Strong prices have
also been reported for store lambs with 20kg (halfweight)
lambs making £64 in Rathfriland on Tuesday. Prices for cull
ewes have also remained strong with fat ewes making in
excess of £80. 

LMC does not guarantee the accuracy
or completeness of any third party
information provided in or included
with this publication. LMC hereby
disclaims any responsibility for error,
omission or inaccuracy in the
information, misinterpretation or any
other loss, disappointment,
negligence or damage caused by
reliance on third party information.

NNoott ffoorr ffuurrtthheerr ppuubblliiccaattiioonn oorr
ddiissttrriibbuuttiioonn wwiitthhoouutt pprriioorr ppeerrmmiissssiioonn

ffrroomm  LLMMCC

CCoonnttaacctt uuss:: 

WWeebbssiittee:: wwwwww..llmmccnnii..ccoomm

TTeelleepphhoonnee:: 002288 99226633 33000000

FFaaxx:: 002288 99226633 33000011

FFQQAASS HHeellpplliinnee:: 002288 99226633 33002244

AAnnsswweerrpphhoonnee:: 002288 99226633 33001111

CCllaassssiiffiiccaattiioonn QQuueerriieess:: 002288 99226633 33001122

TThhiiss wweeeekk ’’ss mmaarrttss

TTeexxtt SSeerrvviiccee
FFrreeee PPrriiccee QQuuootteess sseenntt 
ttoo yyoouurr mmoobbiillee pphhoonnee 

ttwwiiccee wweeeekkllyy
EEmmaaiill -- bbuulllleettiinn@@llmmccnnii..ccoomm 

TTeell::  002288 99226633 33002200

Sheep Prices

Sheep

NNII AAvveerraaggee WWeeeekkllyy SShheeeepp PPrriiccee ((pp//kkgg CCWW))

NNII LLaammbb // HHooggggeett SSllaauugghhtteerriinnggss ((‘‘000000 hheeaadd ppeerr  wweeeekk))

BBeeeeff mmaarrttss ((££//110000kkgg  lliivveewweeiigghhtt)) ((SSeevveenn DDaayyss EEnnddiinngg 1199//0077//1100))
FFiinniisshheedd CCaattttllee SSttoorree CCaattttllee DDrrooppppeedd CCaallvveess ((££//hheeaadd))

ffrroomm ttoo ffrroomm ttoo ffrroomm ttoo
SStteeeerrss SSttoorree bbuulllloocckkss uupp ttoo 440000kkgg CCoonnttiinneennttaall bbuullll ccaallvveess
1st quality 135 162 1st quality 162 196
2nd quality 115 128 2nd quality 138 158 1st quality 200 290
Friesians - - 2nd quality 140 190

SSttoorree bbuulllloocckkss 440000kkgg--550000kkgg
HHeeiiffeerrss 1st quality 155 184 CCoonnttiinneennttaall hheeiiffeerr ccaallvveess
1st quality 148 165 2nd quality 130 152
2nd quality 120 141 1st quality 145 225

SSttoorree bbuulllloocckkss oovveerr 550000kkgg 2nd quality 75 120
BBeeeeff CCoowwss 1st quality 145 176

2nd quality 120 142 FFrriieessiiaann bbuullll ccaallvveess
1st quality 120 140
2nd quality 88 115 SSttoorree hheeiiffeerrss uupp ttoo 445500kkgg 1st quality 55 80

1st quality 150 174 2nd quality 20 35
DDaaiirryy CCoowwss 2nd quality 120 139

HHoollsstteeiinn BBuullll CCaallvveess
1st quality 80 105 SSttoorree hheeiiffeerrss oovveerr 445500kkgg - -
2nd quality 42 76 1st quality 148 168

2nd quality 122 145

PPAAIIDD PPRRIICCEESS ((AAvveerraaggee)) PP//KKgg 

WW//EE
0033//0077//22001100

WW//EE
1100//0077//22001100

WW//EE
1177//0077//22001100

NI Liveweight 293.6p 293.5p 302.6p

NI Deadweight 317.5p 320.2p 339.5p

GB Deadweight 363.5p 345.8p 349.1p

STERLING LOSES VALUE AGAINST
EURO

THE MARKETS

LLaammbb qquuootteess 334400--5500pp//kkgg

participant has read and understood its contents.
Copies of this Code can be sourced from DARD
Countryside Management Branch (CMB).

WWhheerree LLiivveessttoocckk HHaauulliieerrss aarree ccoonnttrraacctteedd bbyy tthhee
pprroodduucceerr tthheeyy mmuusstt bbee aapppprroovveedd ppaarrttiicciippaannttss iinn tthhee
AABBMM LLiivveessttoocckk TTrraannssppoorrtt SScchheemmee oorr aann aaggrreeeedd
eeqquuiivvaalleenntt.. 
Producers must keep a record of their haulier’s ABM
transport number and have it available at
inspection. Approved FQAS members who haul their
own stock are permitted to transport livestock for up
to five neighbouring farmers. Hauling livestock for
any more than five will result in the FQAS member
being defined as a commercial haulier and
participation in the ABM Livestock Transport
Scheme will be necessary. Participants using
another approved FQAS member to transport their
livestock must keep a record of their FQAS number
and details of FQ status will be verified at NIFCC
headquarters.

Outlined above are the most frequently occurring
non conformances and as can be seen they are
mostly associated with inadequate record keeping
rather than bad production practices. Participants
should try to make themselves aware of all the new
and updated requirements prior to inspection. The
FQAS helpline has been provided by the NIBL FQAS
to help participants prior to and after inspection for
any queries they may have or any help they may
need in passing the inspections or rectifying non
conformances. A copy of the NIBL FQAS product
standard and a copy of the scheme rules are
available upon request from the FQAS helpline.

FQAS - Are you up to
speed for your

inspection?

LLaammbb QQuuootteess

LLaasstt WWeeeekk 
1144//0077//1100

TThhiiss WWeeeekk 
2211//0077//1100

320 - 340p 340 - 350p

LAMB quotes from the factories are 340-350p/kg this week, a
10-20p/kg increase on last week’s quotes. Factories are
reporting improved demand, while tight supply is an ongoing

issue. Last week’s reported prices from GB show that returns there
have also improved having fallen in the previous week. However, it
is important to note that GB prices had remained firm during June
at a time when Northern Ireland prices were under significant
pressure.

THROUGHOUT June NI exporters watched
helplessly as their competitiveness in Europe
was eroded through a steep rise in the value of

sterling versus the euro.  By 29th June the pound was
worth €1.23, 8c more than on 21st May when it was
worth only €1.15.

In late June, many commentators were predicting a
steady rise in the value of the pound against the euro.
However, the pound has lost some ground in the last
week despite the fact that concerns exist about the
impending results of stress tests on EU banks and
sovereign debt issues.  The pound is now worth
around €1.19 (€1 = 84p), a significant reduction
since the end of June and this may provide a boost to
producers and processors exporting NI beef and
lamb. 

Slight increase in imports of finished
cattle from ROI in first half of 2010

IN the 24 weeks ending 12 June 2010, NI factories
imported almost 18,350 cattle from ROI.  This
represents an 11% increase on the figure for the

equivalent period in 2009, during which, 16,530
head were imported from the south.  The increase
has occurred despite increased availability of cattle
in NI compared to last year and reflects a general
increase in the number of producers in ROI that are
choosing to export cattle. While finished cattle
imports by meat plants have increased in the first
half of 2010, there has also been a substantial
increase in the number of store cattle imported by NI
farmers from ROI (see Bulletin Issue 2124).

SSHHEEEEPP MMAARRTT PPRRIICCEESS SSEEVVEENN DDAAYYSS EENNDDEEDD 2200//0077//22001100

SSpprriinngg LLaammbbss

NNoo.. FFrroomm TToo

Wednesday Newtownstewart 450 312 343

Thursday Downpatrick 350 297 340

Saturday Hilltown 1225 298 331

Donemana 1347 302 341
Swatragh 783 328 367

Omagh 562 327 361

Monday Kilrea 900 330 360

Gortin 1430 312 355

Tuesday Saintfield 1009 312 345

Lisahally 493 315 345

Rathfriland 964 308 362

DDaaiillyy eexxcchhaannggee rraattee 
EEuurroo VVss SStteerrlliinngg 

22000088--22001100

WWeeeekkllyy lliivvee ccaattttllee iimmppoorrttss ffoorr ddiirreecctt ssllaauugghhtteerr 
ffrroomm RROOII ttoo NNII JJaann--JJuunn 22000088--22001100


