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PPLLEEAASSEE NNOOTTEE TTHHAATT AALLLL RREEPPOORRTTEEDD PPRRIICCEESS AANNDD QQUUOOTTEESS FFRROOMM PPLLAANNTTSS AARREE NNOOWW BBAASSEEDD OONN TTHHEE UUKK CCAARRCCAASSEE WWEEIIGGHHTT..

LAST week the factories were quoting 266-268p per kilo
for U3 grade prime cattle.  This represented a significant
reduction in quotes, particularly since the paid price for

the previous week was 275p/kg for U3 steers and heifers.
However, the reduction in quotes has led to a fall in prices
of around 7p/kg with last week’s U3 price reported at
268.5p/kg.   This represents a reduction of around 10p/kg
since early July when the factories were paying 278p/kg for
U3 steers and heifers.  
Producers should bear in mind, however, that last year
processors were forced to raise their prices in late August
as cattle supplies fell sharply after the imposition of lower
prices in the summer.  
The lower prices are clearly not a supply issue. The total
weekly kill in the first fortnight of July is only slightly higher
than it was for the same period in May when prices were
steady at 275p/kg.   The downward pressure on the cow
price is understandable however given that cow
slaughterings have been running at an average of 1,800
head per week for the last three weeks, 400 head higher
than the average for the year to date. 
Imports of beef from ROI have been cited as one reason for
the reduction in beef prices in recent weeks.  In the first
three weeks of July, the NI factories have imported 2,670
cattle for direct slaughter.  However, producers should bear
in mind that imports were running at 2,870 in the first three
weeks of May when the U3 steer and heifer price was steady
at around 275p/kg.  

IN the week ending 10 July, Scottish prices remained the
highest in GB, with the U3 steer price reaching 298.8p/kg,
although last week Scottish prices came under some pressure,

falling by around 4p/kg (not tabulated) .  NI prices were much
lower in comparison, with U3 steers 274.2p/kg, exactly 10p/kg
lower than the equivalent price in Southern England, the

Midlands and Wales.  ROI prices remain much more competitive
than NI prices however with prices there more than 10-15p/kg
less than prices in NI.  Cow prices in Scotrland and Northern
England remain the highest in GB.  

RoI and GB price comparisons

Diary dates
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bulletin@lmcni.com

FFQQAASS LLiiaaiissoonn OOffffiicceerr – not sure
what you need for your inspection?

Had an inspection and you’re not
sure how to deal with the action
points?

Linda will be at the following marts
next week:

DDaayy WWeeeekk CCoommmmeenncciinngg
2277//0077//0099

Tuesday Clogher & Lisnaskea

Wednesday Kilrea

Thursday Downpatrick

NNootteess 
(i) Prices are p/kg Sterling;ROI prices converted at 1 Euro=  85.20p Stg. 
(ii) ROI prices are exclusive of 5.2% VAT. 
(iii) “4” includes 4L/4H; “O” includes O+/O/O-. “U” includes U+/U/U-:“P” includes
P+/P/P-
(iv) Prices are the total price paid inclusive of bonuses and top-ups.  
(v) Sources: AHDB, LMC & Irish Dept of Agriculture.
(vi) Approximately 79% of NI and 60% of GB prime cattle are price reported.  
(vii) The average price displayed is the average price across all grades of cattle.
(viii) Shaded areas indicate a reduction on the price reported in the previous Bulletin.
For ROI, the shading applies to the original price quoted in Euros.
(ix) All prices are based on the UK Dressing Specification. ROI prices have
been converted using the appropriate coefficients. 

Cattle

NNII CClleeaann CCaattttllee SSllaauugghhtteerriinnggss ((‘‘000000 hheeaadd ppeerr  wweeeekk))

NNII AAvveerraaggee WWeeeekkllyy CClleeaann CCaattttllee PPrriiccee ((pp//kkgg CCWW))
THE MARKETS

AAnnsswweerrpphhoonnee SSeerrvviiccee

FFaaccttoorryy QQuuootteess && 
MMaarrtt RReessuullttss 

UUppddaatteedd 55ppmm DDaaiillyy

NNeexxtt wweeeekk’’ss qquuootteess
aavvaaiillaabbllee eeaacchh FFrriiddaayy

TTeell::  002288 99226633 33001111

Over the first few weeks of July, when lamb
prices were falling, weaker demand in GB and
further afield was cited as one of the key

reasons for the sharp reduction in quotes by the
factories.  The latest figures from TNS provide some
evidence to support claims of weaker demand,
however, while the volume of lamb consumed in GB
has fallen, consumer expenditure on lamb has risen.
GB is one of our main markets for lamb.    

In the first six months of 2009, demand is down
seven per cent on the same period in 2008 and ten
per cent down on the 2007 figure.  However,
increases in the retail price of lamb has
compensated for this reduction in volume.  The
average lamb price over the first six months of 2009
is up 10 per cent on the same period in 2008 and
15 per cent on the 2007 figure.  This means that
overall expenditure on lamb is up slightly in the first
half of 2009 compared to the two previous years. 

This year to date the market has followed previous
years’ trends with demand rising sharply in the
Spring for the Easter trade, falling off in the Summer.
However, the chart below shows that seasonal shifts
in demand have become more pronounced since
2007.  In 2009, the Easter month (April) accounted
for nearly a quarter of all sales in the first half of the
year (11,000 tonnes), with demand significantly
lower in both March and May.    This contrasts with
2007 and 2008, when the Easter peak was less
prominent.  While producers will be reassured that
expenditure on lamb in the first half of the year has
held up, it is a concern that the seasonal swing in
demand has become more manifest as the entire
industry would benefit from greater stability. 

The NI industry will also be concerned by the fact

that the Easter peak coincided with a sharp
reduction in prices indicating that retailers put a
large volume of lamb on promotion to generate
sales, despite the fact that farmgate prices were
rising throughout the Spring.  To achieve the
increased volume of sales in April, retail prices fell by
16 per cent in April to £5.77/kg, before rising again
by around 24 per cent in May when prices hit a high
of £7.17/kg.  This clearly demonstrates consumers’
sensitivity to price changes and the promotions kept
lamb in the consumer repertoire at a critical time of
the year as Easter is a key purchasing ocassion for
lamb.  However, this trend raises questions about
the sustainability of deep price promotions for lamb
given the relative strength of farmgate prices in
Spring 2009. 

Seasonal changes in lamb market

UK & ROI CATTLE PRICES (W/E 10/07/2009)

Scotland Northern 
England

Midlands 
& Wales

Southern
England 

Northern 
Ireland

Rep of 
Ireland

Steers

U3 298.8 287.8 284.2 284.2 274.2 261.7
R3 295.4 284.1 276.2 277.1 269.1 255.0
R4 296.6 287.7 276.6 276.0 267.7 255.6
O3 281.1 274.5 265.1 268.1 260.4 244.3

Average 295.0 283.2 273.4 272.0 267.7 -

Heifers

U3 297.8 287.9 284.1 286.0 275.7 269.0
R3 292.7 280.7 274.2 276.1 269.0 260.2
R4 295.7 281.4 275.2 275.3 264.7 261.5
O3 277.5 272.1 260.1 264.9 259.3 247.7

Average 292.4 279.1 270.0 269.0 265.3 -

Young 
Bulls

U3 287.5 277.0 278.7 283.4 272.9 272.6
R3 284.3 271.0 270.3 274.8 267.5 266.0
O3 261.0 257.9 257.8 263.7 256.0 243.2

Average 281.9 268.2 268.8 269.4 266.1 -

Prime Cattle 
Price Reported 6,512 4,847 4,255 4,114 6,517 -

Cows

O3 228.7 226.3 215.5 201.6 213.3 207.6
O4 233.7 227.0 220.9 205.1 218.7 209.4
P2 176.3 177.4 167.1 176.8 172.6 178.9
P3 187.7 211.7 203.9 191.0 196.5 202.7

Prices under pressureNNII CCAATTTTLLEE PPRRIICCEESS ((WW//EE 1177//0077//22000099))
Steers Heifers Young Bulls Cows

U3 268.1 268.9 268.0 -
U4 262.0 265.0 - -
R3 262.4 265.1 262.4 -
R4 258.8 261.1 - -
O3 255.0 257.4 252.8 208.8
O4 258.4 253.6 - 216.9
P2 - - 172.3
P3 - - 196.0

Average 261.6 261.6 262.0 207.0

2007/2008 prices adjusted to provide a like-for-like comparison with prices
calculated under the new UK Dressing Specification. 

CCaattttllee QQuuootteess
Last Week
15/07/09

This Week
22/07/09

U3 266-268p 260-262p
R3 260-262p 254-256p

O+3 254-256p 248-250p
Cows 210-220p 205-214p

PPrriicceess ((SStteeeerrss aanndd hheeiiffeerrss ccoommbbiinneedd))

WW//EE 
0033//0077//0099

WW//EE 
1100//0077//0099

WW//EE 
1177//0077//0099

U3 277.6p 275.0p 268.5p

R3 271.6p 269.1p 263.8p

O+3 262.6p 259.9p 256.2p

GGBB CCoonnssuummeerr EExxppeennddiittuurree oonn LLaammbb,, 22000077--22000099 
((FFoouurr WWeeeekk PPeerriiooddss))

GGBB VVoolluummee DDeemmaanndd ffoorr LLaammbb,, 22000077--22000099 
((FFoouurr WWeeeekk PPeerriiooddss))
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Source: AHDB, TNS





THE MARKETS

LMC does not guarantee the accuracy
or completeness of any third party
information provided in or included
with this publication. LMC hereby
disclaims any responsibility for error,
omission or inaccuracy in the
information, misinterpretation or any
other loss, disappointment,
negligence or damage caused by
reliance on third party information

NNoott ffoorr ffuurrtthheerr ppuubblliiccaattiioonn oorr
ddiissttrriibbuuttiioonn wwiitthhoouutt pprriioorr ppeerrmmiissssiioonn

ffrroomm LLMMCC

CCoonnttaacctt uuss:: 

WWeebbssiittee:: wwwwww..llmmccnnii..ccoomm

TTeelleepphhoonnee:: 002288 99226633 33000000

FFaaxx:: 002288 99226633 33000011

FFQQAASS HHeellpplliinnee:: 002288 99226633 33002244

AAnnsswweerrpphhoonnee:: 002288 99226633 33001111

CCllaassssiiffiiccaattiioonn QQuueerriieess:: 002288 99226633 33001122

OVER the last seven days the sheep price in the marts has
stabilised with last’s week’s liveweight price just a penny
down on the previous week.  Prices in Rathfriland on

Tuesday ranged from 263-322p/kg while the average in
Saintfield was 280p/kg.  Numbers through most marts appear
to be broadly similar to previous weeks, although in Crumlin on
Monday there was 400 head fewer than on 6th July.  

TThhiiss wweeeekk ’’ss mmaarrttss

TTeexxtt SSeerrvviiccee
FFrreeee PPrriiccee QQuuootteess sseenntt 
ttoo yyoouurr mmoobbiillee pphhoonnee 

eeaacchh wweeeekk 
EEmmaaiill -- bbuulllleettiinn@@llmmccnnii..ccoomm 

TTeell::  002288 99226633 33002200

Sheep Prices

LAST week’s reported price for lambs in NI was 291p/kg as
the lamb price continued to decline.  However, this week
quotes are up to 300p/kg as prices are beginning to

stabilise. This increase in quotes in NI this week follows last
week’s price rise in GB where lambs got 322.5p/kg deadweight.
This may help put some upward pressure on the NI lamb price.  

Sheep

NNII AAvveerraaggee WWeeeekkllyy SShheeeepp PPrriiccee ((pp//kkgg CCWW))

NNII SShheeeepp SSllaauugghhtteerriinnggss ((‘‘000000 hheeaadd ppeerr  wweeeekk))

FQAS CORNER

BBeeeeff mmaarrttss ((££//110000kkgg  lliivveewweeiigghhtt)) ((SSeevveenn DDaayyss EEnnddiinngg 2200//0077//0099))
FFiinniisshheedd CCaattttllee SSttoorree CCaattttllee DDrrooppppeedd CCaallvveess ((££//hheeaadd))

ffrroomm ttoo ffrroomm ttoo ffrroomm ttoo
SStteeeerrss SSttoorree bbuulllloocckkss uupp ttoo 440000kkgg CCoonnttiinneennttaall bbuullll ccaallvveess
1st quality 148 160 1st quality 170 210
2nd quality 125 145 2nd quality 148 168 1st quality 220 305
Friesians 0 0 2nd quality 140 210

SSttoorree bbuulllloocckkss 440000kkgg--550000kkgg
HHeeiiffeerrss 1st quality 165 195 CCoonnttiinneennttaall hheeiiffeerr ccaallvveess
1st quality 140 158 2nd quality 140 162
2nd quality 118 135 1st quality 125 225

SSttoorree bbuulllloocckkss oovveerr 550000kkgg 2nd quality 65 115
BBeeeeff CCoowwss 1st quality 158 176

2nd quality 130 172 FFrreessiiaann bbuullll ccaallvveess
1st quality 120 140
2nd quality 90 110 SSttoorree hheeiiffeerrss uupp ttoo 445500kkgg 1st quality 60 88

1st quality 138 158 2nd quality 25 45
DDaaiirryy CCoowwss 2nd quality 115 135

1st quality 88 98 SSttoorree hheeiiffeerrss oovveerr 445500kkgg
2nd quality 58 78 1st quality 140 168

2nd quality 120 138

LLaammbb QQuuootteess

TThhiiss WWeeeekk
1155//0077//0099

TThhiiss WWeeeekk
2222//0077//0099

Lamb 290p 290-300p

PPAAIIDD PPRRIICCEESS ((AAvveerraaggee)) PP//KKgg 

WW//EE 
0033//0077//0099

WW//EE 
1100//0077//0099

WW//EE 
1177//0077//0099

NI Liveweight 285.16p 278.15p 277.07p

NI Deadweight 317.95p 299.54p 291.23p

GB Deadweight 324.00p 309.20p 322.50p

THERE has been much coverage and
debate in the farming press in recent
months over the types of feed materials

used by the livestock production sector in
Northern Ireland. Farmers and the animal
feed supply chain have always adopted
innovative methods to safely produce
livestock in the most cost effective manner
possible, and continued innovation in
livestock production efficiency has to be
encouraged. The red meat industry in
Northern Ireland already adopts a very
rigorous approach to food safety right along
the supply chain, from the raw materials
used in animal feed to the delivery of the
final meat product to the customer. 
However, the dioxin contamination incident
of December 2008, and recent concerns
over elevated lead levels in a consignment
of imported sugar beet have posed some
interesting questions for the red meat
industry as to whether existing controls on
inputs to the sector, and the food and feed
assurance schemes that underpin them,
are sufficiently robust to prevent such
incidents occurring in the future. 
It is worth noting that all of the NIBLFQAS
member cattle and sheep farms in Northern
Ireland that received the dioxin
contaminated animal feed, had followed
scheme requirements by either sourcing the
feed under warranty declarations or
sourcing from UFAS approved merchants.
LMC is currently facilitating a feed and food
industry group to examine the lessons that
can be learned from these incidents and
identify any additional steps that may need
to be taken to safeguard the industry’s

position going forward.
At the Balmoral Show, LMC conducted a
questionnaire of farmers who came onto
the Commission’s stand to seek their views
on possible future development of the NI
Beef and Lamb Farm Quality Assurance
Scheme in light of the dioxin incident. Over
70% of those farmers who completed the
questionnaire agreed that FQAS feed
standards should be reviewed in light of the
dioxin incident.  Two thirds of farmers
agreed that assured farms should only
source or purchase assured animal feed
materials. There was however a clear
distinction made by farmers between feeds
grown and sourced from other farms (only
43% agreed that assurance should be a
requirement in such circumstances) and
those feed materials sourced from
compounders, merchants, distributors or as
food by-products from the human food
chain (73% agreeing that assurance should
be required for this latter category). 
The red meat industry will be carefully
examining any recommendations on feed
sourcing arising out of the ongoing dioxin
reviews in NI and RoI and if any significant
changes to the NIBLFQAS feed standards
have to be made in the future these will only
be done so at the behest of the Scheme
Standard Setting Committee and in full
consultation with industry members. In the
meantime LMC would actively encourage all
cattle and sheep farmers sourcing feed
materials out with their own farms to
carefully consider the risks of using non-
assured or unregulated suppliers.  

Source: AHDB, TNS
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GGBB VVoolluummee DDeemmaanndd ffoorr BBeeeeff,, 22000077--22000099 ((FFoouurr WWeeeekk PPeerriiooddss))

TTwwoo tthhiirrddss ooff ffaarrmmeerrss aaggrreeeedd tthhaatt aassssuurreedd ffaarrmmss sshhoouulldd oonnllyy
ssoouurrccee oorr ppuurrcchhaassee aassssuurreedd aanniimmaall ffeeeedd mmaatteerriiaallss

This week beef prices have
come under pressure with
processors citing reduced

demand as a key reason for
reducing quotes from 270-
274p/kg in the week ending 10
July, to 260-262p/kg this week.
There is evidence to show that
this decline is seasonal.  The
recent Bulletin article, Consumers
Increase Beef Expenditure But
Reduce Consumption As Retail
Beef Prices Rise (9 July 2009),
highlighted how demand has
dipped in the summer before
recovering again in the autumn
over the last three years.  
This reduction in consumer
demand has been used to explain
falling NI farmgate prices with
processors citing reduced
wholesale prices.  However, retail
prices have not followed this
trend, showing that reduced NI
farmgate prices are not being
passed onto consumers.   Last
year, retail beef prices in GB rose

consistently through the summer
and this June the retail price of
beef in GB was 43p/kg higher
than in June 2008.  Of all of the
GB regions this differential is best
reflected in Scotland where the
average price of steers last week
was over 15p/kg better than the
same week last year.  In NI last
week, prime cattle prices were
only 3-4p/kg better than the
same week last year.  
The likely explanation for this is
that as exporters to GB, NI is the
first UK region to be impacted by
reduced demand as GB retailers
fill their initial orders from local
suppliers before turning to NI
produce.  However, this still does
not justify the very sharp
reductions in farmgate price that
have been imposed as the
seasonal change in demand is
gradual.  In any case, this
situation should improve later in
the summer if demand begins to
make its seasonal recovery.

HHooww ddooeess sseeaassoonnaall rreedduuccttiioonn iinn GGBB
ddeemmaanndd eexxppllaaiinn bbeeeeff pprriiccee rreedduuccttiioonn??

SSHHEEEEPP MMAARRTT PPRRIICCEESS SSEEVVEENN DDAAYYSS EENNDDEEDD 2211//0077//22000099

LLaammbbss

NNoo.. FFrroomm TToo

Wednesday Newtownstewart 262 293

Thursday Downpatrick 320 265 305

Saturday Hilltown 720 271 297

Monday Crumlin 1046 270 295

Tuesday Gortin 1422 286 305

Saintfield 712 265 295

Lisahally 1095 284 298

Rathfriland 781 263 322

Quotes up to 300p/kg this week


