Diary dates

FQAS Liaison Officer - not sure
what you need for your inspection?

Had an inspection and youwe not
sure how to deal with the action
points?

Linda will be at the following marts
next week:

Day Week Commencing
27/07/09
Tuesday Clogher & Lisnaskea
Wednesday Kilrea
Thursday Downpatrick
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prices were falling, weaker demand in GB and

further afield was cited as one of the key
reasons for the sharp reduction in quotes by the
factories. The latest figures from TNS provide some
evidence to support claims of weaker demand,
however, while the volume of lamb consumed in GB
has fallen, consumer expenditure on lamb has risen.
GB is one of our main markets for lamb.

Over the first few weeks of July, when lamb

In the first six months of 2009, demand is down
seven per cent on the same period in 2008 and ten
per cent down on the 2007 figure. However,
increases in the retail price of lamb has
compensated for this reduction in volume. The
average lamb price over the first six months of 2009
is up 10 per cent on the same period in 2008 and
15 per cent on the 2007 figure. This means that
overall expenditure on lamb is up slightly in the first
half of 2009 compared to the two previous years.

GB Volume Demand for Lamb, 2007-2009

(Four Week Periods)
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Seasonal changes in lamb market

This year to date the market has followed previous
years’ trends with demand rising sharply in the
Spring for the Easter trade, falling off in the Summer.
However, the chart below shows that seasonal shifts
in demand have become more pronounced since
2007. In 2009, the Easter month (April) accounted

for nearly a quarter of all sales in the first half of the
year (11,000 tonnes), with demand significantly

lower in both March and May. This contrasts with
2007 and 2008, when the Easter peak was less
prominent. While producers will be reassured that
expenditure on lamb in the first half of the year has
held up, it is a concern that the seasonal swing in
demand has become more manifest as the entire
industry would benefit from greater stability.

The NI industry will also be concerned by the fact

GB Consumer Expenditure on Lamb, 2007-2009
(Four Week Periods)
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that the Easter peak coincided with a sharp
reduction in prices indicating that retailers put a
large volume of lamb on promotion to generate
sales, despite the fact that farmgate prices were
rising throughout the Spring. To achieve the
increased volume of sales in April, retail prices fell by
16 per cent in April to £5.77/kg, before rising again
by around 24 per cent in May when prices hit a high
of £7.17/kg. This clearly demonstrates consumers’
sensitivity to price changes and the promotions kept
lamb in the consumer repertoire at a critical time of
the year as Easter is a key purchasing ocassion for
lamb. However, this trend raises questions about
the sustainability of deep price promotions for lamb
given the relative strength of farmgate prices in
Spring 2009.

GB Retail Price of Lamb, 2007-2009
(Four Week Periods)
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| (Seven Days Ending 20/07/09) |

Finished Cattle Store Cattle Dropped Calves (£/head)
from to from to from to

Steers Store bullocks up to 400kg Continental bull calves

1st quality 148 160 1st quality 170 210

2nd quality 125 145 2nd quality 148 168 1st quality 220 305

Friesians 0 0 2nd quality 140 210
Store bullocks 400kg-500kg

Heifers 1st quality 165 195 Continental heifer calves

1st quality 140 158 2nd quality 140 162

2nd quality 118 135 1st quality 125 225
Store bullocks over 500kg 2nd quality 65 115

Beef Cows 1st quality 158 176
2nd quality 130 172 Fresian bull calves

1st quality 120 140

2nd quality 90 110 Store heifers up to 450kg 1st quality 60 88
1st quality 138 158 2nd quality 25 45

Dairy Cows 2nd quality 115 135

1st quality 88 98 Store heifers over 450kg

2nd quality 58 78 1st quality 140 168
2nd quality 120 138

NI Sheep Slaughterings (‘000 head per week) Quotes up to 300p/kg this week

|| 2T -
2001 004 2008 AST week’s reported price for lambs in NI was 291p/kg as
25 4 the lamb price continued to decline. However, this week
' quotes are up to 300p/kg as prices are beginning to

-

04 DY . stabilise. This increase in quotes in NI this week follows last
i , week’s price rise in GB where lambs got 322.5p/kg deadweight.
This may help put some upward pressure on the NI lamb price.

g A NI Average Weekly Sheep Price (p/kg CW)
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stabilised with last’s week’s liveweight price just a penny ~ #33 o % —~
down on the previous week. Prices in Rathfriland on x5 )
Tuesday ranged from 263-322p/kg while the average in . .. s et
Saintfield was 280p/kg. Numbers through most marts appear <<~ 7. --~ ’ ’ ..
to be broadly similar to previous weeks, although in Crumlin on 180
Monday there was 400 head fewer than on 6th July. J F M &8 M J J A

OVER the last seven days the sheep price in the marts has D it

Sheep Prices

| Lamb Quotes |

This Week This Week
15/07/09 22/07/09
Lamb 290p 290-300p
| PAID PRICES (Average) P/Kg |
W/E W/E W/E
03/07/09 10/07/09 17/07/09
NI Liveweight 285.16p 278.15p 277.07p
NI Deadweight 317.95p 299.54p 291.23p
GB Deadweight 324.00p 309.20p 322.50p
| SHEEP MART PRICES SEVEN DAYS ENDED 21/07/2009 \
Lambs
No. From To
Wednesday Newtownstewart 262 293
Thursday Downpatrick 320 265 305
Saturday Hilltown 720 271 297
Monday Crumlin 1046 270 295
Tuesday Gortin 1422 286 305
Saintfield 712 265 295
Lisahally 1095 284 298
Rathfriland 781 263 322




