
IN the last week of October two NI meat plants, who
supply one major GB retailer, introduced a new
pricing grid intended to reinforce their specification

for prime cattle.  Following this development, most of
the other plants gradually fell in behind it with a
similar pricing grid based on a broadly similar
specification. This specification and the associated
bonuses and deductions are summarised in Tables
1 and 2 below.  At the time they were introduced, we
stated in the Bulletin that the changes to the
payment system were driven by plants attempting to
reduce the number of OTM cattle and increase the
number of cattle fitting their preferred weight
specification.  We stated that this may in turn have
been driven by two factors:
• A desire by the plants to increase efficiencies 

through a more homogenous slaughter mix
• Pressure to comply with retailer specifications
In the subsequent debate on the issue we pledged to
request and publish the beef specifications for
individual GB retailers.  This information is provided

in Table 3 on the next page.  
Enquiries on specifications were sent by LMC to
multiple retailers/food service processors on 24
November 2009, with a pro-forma to assist their
replies suggesting the points to be covered.
Reminders to those who had not responded were
sent on 14 December 2009. The request was for
LMC to be informed of their company’s requirements
so that LMC could communicate accurate messages
to the industry, as it is required to do under its
founding legislation (LMC is required to “disseminate
information about the requirements of markets for
livestock and advise on the characteristics which
livestock should possess in order to be readily
marketable”). It is extremely important in the current
situation, with changes in price intended to reinforce
supplies to specification, that producers are made
aware of the specifications their markets require.

However, producers should be aware that our
enquiries were made only with the major GB
customers of our industry, and that significant
volume can be marketed elsewhere, but NI
processors supplying those major GB customers will
want to attract sufficient in-spec supplies to meet
their customers’ demands.
You will note that over-age cattle and carcases
weighing over 400kgs cattle do not fit the
specification of most retailers listed in Table 3.
However, you will also note some differences
between these retailer specifications and the
specification outlined in Tables 1 and 2.  The table
shows that there is a market for some OTM and
heavier cattle, although this market is clearly limited.
For example, ASDA’s heavy cattle order is for limited
numbers from loyal suppliers.  
Table 3 also shows that there are differences
between the beef specifications of the different GB
retailers in terms of weight, grade and age.  This
contrasts with the more generic specification applied
by the processors.  This information will no doubt
encourage producers to seek the best paying
customers for the type of cattle they have and to
negotiate the price with individual plants.    
It is important to note that one retailer has not
disclosed its specification to us, but has to its farmer
suppliers.
This information should provide farmers with some
food for thought over the Christmas period and we
wish our readers a Happy Christmas and a
prosperous 2010.  
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All reported prices and quotes based on the UK C/W.

AT the start of this week the factories were quoting a
base price of 264-266p/kg for U3 prime cattle
having quoted 266p/kg across the board at the end

of last week.  Only two plants are quoting 264p/kg while
the remainder of the plants are quoting the higher base
price of 266p/kg.  

Last week the reported U3 steer price was up by about a
penny, while the U3 heifer price fell by about 2.5p/kg.  U3
young bull prices were more or less unchanged.  Looking
at average prices, steers and heifers fell in price by less
than 0.5p/kg.  Young bull prices were up however, by
1.5p/kg on average.  

Average cow prices were down by 3p/kg last week with
O3 and O4 cows falling in price by about 5p/kg, although
there was a strong recovery in the price paid for U3 and
U4L cows.  

In the first week of December, the volume of cattle
imported by the plants from ROI for direct slaughter,
increased by 67 per cent.  Last week it returned to
November levels with only 430 head imported.  

Diary dates

Comments:
bulletin@lmcni.com

Notes: 
(i) Prices are p/kg Sterling - ROI prices converted at 1 Euro= 90.5p Stg. 
(ii)Shading indicates a reduction on price reported in the previous bulletin. 
Further explanatory notes on these tables are available on request. 

Cattle

NNII CClleeaann CCaattttllee SSllaauugghhtteerriinnggss ((‘‘000000 hheeaadd ppeerr  wweeeekk))

NNII AAvveerraaggee WWeeeekkllyy CClleeaann CCaattttllee PPrriiccee ((pp//kkgg CCWW))

GB Retailers’ Beef Specification 

2007/2008 prices adjusted to provide a like-for-like comparison with
prices calculated under the new UK Dressing Specification. 

CCaattttllee QQuuootteess
LLaassttWWeeeekk
1166//1122//0099

TThhiiss WWeeeekk
2222//1122//0099

U3 266p
+ 8p Bonus for in-spec 

264 - 266p
+ 8p Bonus for in-spec 

R3 260p
+ 8p Bonus for in-spec 

258 - 260p
+ 8p Bonus for in-spec 

O+3 254p
+ 8p Bonus for in-spec 

252 - 254p
+ 8p Bonus for in-spec 

Cows 200-214p 200-212p

PPrriicceess ((SStteeeerrss aanndd hheeiiffeerrss ccoommbbiinneedd))
WW//EE 

0055//1122//0099
WW//EE 

1122//1122//0099
WW//EE 

1199//1122//0099
U3 270.6p 269.8p 269.0p
R3 264.9p 265.7p 264.6p

O+3 258.2p 258.4p 257.5p

HHoolliiddaayy AArrrraannggeemmeennttss 
OOppeenniinngg HHoouurrss
LMC will be closed from late
afternoon Thursday 24/12/09
and will reopen Tuesday
29/12/09.  LMC will also be
closed on Friday 01/01/10. 

BBuulllleettiinn
There will be no bulletin next
week.  The next bulletin will be
on Thursday 07/01/10.  

PPrroocceessssoorrss
Most plants will be closed for
Christmas on:
- Friday 25 December 2009
- Monday 28 December 2009
- Friday 1 January 2010

MMaarrttss
Information on mart’s holiday
arrangements will be left on the
LMC Answerphone Service. 

THE MARKETS

The NI Cattle Prices Table has been amended to include more detail with prices for a
wider range of grades provided.  If you need further information on prices contact the
LMC Technical Department on 028 9263 3000.

NI CATTLE PRICES (W/E 19/12/2009)
Steers Heifers Young Bulls Cows

U2 264.4 267.1 258.4 -
U3 267.9 270.1 260.5 224.3
U4L 261.2 267.6 254.9 221.5
R2 261.1 257.6 253.7 214.8
R3 263.7 265.4 254.3 219.1
R4L 257.6 261.2 249.8 218.7
O+2 250.8 246.9 246.8 201.2
O+3 258.7 256.3 249.4 213.1
O+4L 254.1 253.6 252.2 212.1

O3 248.0 243.7 245.5 198.4
O4L 243.6 240.7 201.6
P+2 - - - 165.2
P+3 - - - 185.9

Average 259.7 261.5 255.0 186.9

UK & ROI CATTLE PRICES (W/E 12/12/2009)

Scotland 
Northern 
England

Midlands 
& Wales

Southern
England 

Northern 
Ireland

Rep of 
Ireland

Steers

U3 299.8 289.6 284.9 280.9 267.0 252.1
R3 293.6 284.6 275.7 274.3 265.1 245.1
R4 296.3 290.1 275.6 273.9 259.3 244.7
O3 277.7 273.1 261.9 261.0 254.2 233.3

Average 293.6 282.8 271.6 265.4 260.0 -

Heifers

U3 299.0 289.5 283.4 281.6 272.5 258.1
R3 291.7 281.8 275.3 272.9 266.3 253.4
R4 295.4 283.0 274.2 271.4 261.8 253.9
O3 270.1 271.0 260.4 259.0 253.8 239.6

Average 293.1 278.2 269.6 263.8 261.9 -

Young 
Bulls

U3 284.0 272.3 276.5 278.2 260.7 259.1
R3 276.3 266.6 270.2 271.4 253.2 252.6
O3 257.9 252.3 255.7 255.9 243.8 236.5

Average 264.3 257.5 262.9 257.6 253.5 -
Prime Cattle 

Price Reported 7,596 5,805 5,233 4,301 6,052 -

Cows

O3 184.0 186.2 186.0 167.6 207.3 190.4
O4 187.1 193.5 183.9 175.4 211.5 193.9
P2 133.8 147.8 146.3 136.7 160.9 156.4
P3 143.2 174.8 158.6 157.6 186.8 181.2

PPrriicceess SSttaabbllee

AAnnsswweerrpphhoonnee SSeerrvviiccee
FFaaccttoorryy QQuuootteess && 

MMaarrtt RReessuullttss 
UUppddaatteedd 55ppmm DDaaiillyy

NNeexxtt wweeeekk’’ss qquuootteess
aavvaaiillaabbllee eeaacchh FFrriiddaayy

TTeell::  002288 99226633 33001111

IN the week-ending 12/12/09 average steer and heifer prices
across the British Isles were broadly stable.  The only exception
was Northern England where the average steer price was up by

1.3p/kg and the R3 heifer price fell sharply.   Average young bull
prices fell by about 4p/kg in Scotland and by 6p/kg in Southern
England.   In Scotland, cow prices increased with P2 prices up by
5p/kg.  In terms of U3 steers the differential between NI and

Scotland was nearly 33p/kg while the Scottish R4 steer price
was around 37p/kg higher than the equivalent price in NI.   In ROI
there were slight increases in domestic farmgate prices.
However, with a very slight weakening in the value of the euro
versus sterling, prices were down slightly in sterling terms for
some grades.  

RoI and GB price comparisons

TTaabbllee 11:: SSppeecciiffiiccaattiioonn ffoorr 88pp//kkgg bboonnuuss oovveerr bbaassee pprriiccee
BBoonnuuss SSppeecciiffiiccaattiioonn

SS,, HH,, YYBB CCrriitteerriiaa NNuummbbeerr 
ooff PPllaannttss 

Grades Attracting 
Bonus

E3, E4L, U3, U4L,
R3, R4L, O+3 7

Weight 280-380kg 7

Age Under 30mth
(U-16mth for YB1) 7

FQAS Yes 7
Country of Origin UK Only2 6

No. Days on Last Farm
90 1
21 2

No. of Farm Residencies 4 Max 2
1 One plant paying bonus on young bulls
2 One plant paying bonus on ROI born cattle

CCaatteeggoorryy CCrriitteerriiaa DDeedduuccttiioonnss

S,H Over 30 Months 10p 

YB Over 16 Months 6-10p1

S,H,YB Under 260kg £12.50/head

S,H,YB Under 240kg £24/head

S,H,YB Over 420kg 10p 

All Deductions from Applicable Base Price.  Most
factories paying base price for cattle between 260-
280kg or 380-420kg. 
1One plant not applying deduction to over-age bulls. 

TTaabbllee 22:: DDeedduuccttiioonn SSppeecciiffiiccaattiioonnss



THIS week the price of lamb has continued to rise in the
marts.  The top end prices in Crumlin, Kilrea and Gortin were
all higher this Monday compared with the previous week.

However, numbers through the rings were down with bad
weather and Christmas approaching.  In Gortin there were only
135 lambs, compared to the previous week when over 1,000
head were sold.  

LMC does not guarantee the accuracy
or completeness of any third party
information provided in or included
with this publication. LMC hereby
disclaims any responsibility for error,
omission or inaccuracy in the
information, misinterpretation or any
other loss, disappointment,
negligence or damage caused by
reliance on third party information.

NNoott ffoorr ffuurrtthheerr ppuubblliiccaattiioonn oorr
ddiissttrriibbuuttiioonn wwiitthhoouutt pprriioorr ppeerrmmiissssiioonn

ffrroomm LLMMCC

CCoonnttaacctt uuss:: 

WWeebbssiittee:: wwwwww..llmmccnnii..ccoomm

TTeelleepphhoonnee:: 002288 99226633 33000000

FFaaxx:: 002288 99226633 33000011

FFQQAASS HHeellpplliinnee:: 002288 99226633 33002244

AAnnsswweerrpphhoonnee:: 002288 99226633 33001111

CCllaassssiiffiiccaattiioonn QQuueerriieess:: 002288 99226633 33001122

TThhiiss wweeeekk ’’ss mmaarrttss

TTeexxtt SSeerrvviiccee
FFrreeee PPrriiccee QQuuootteess sseenntt 
ttoo yyoouurr mmoobbiillee pphhoonnee 

eeaacchh wweeeekk 
EEmmaaiill -- bbuulllleettiinn@@llmmccnnii..ccoomm 

TTeell::  002288 99226633 33002200

Sheep Prices

THIS week the factories have increased their quotes to 365-
370p/kg for lambs having quoted 350-360p/kg last week.
The prices bode well for the new year and there is some

cause to believe that farmgate lamb prices will be underpinned
by the weaker levels of supply and continuing export demand
from ROI.  Last week over 5,000 sheep were exported to ROI.
This level of exports represents about 40% of the typical weekly
kill in the last quarter.  

Sheep

NNII AAvveerraaggee WWeeeekkllyy SShheeeepp PPrriiccee ((pp//kkgg CCWW))

NNII SShheeeepp SSllaauugghhtteerriinnggss ((‘‘000000 hheeaadd ppeerr  wweeeekk))

BBeeeeff mmaarrttss ((££//110000kkgg  lliivveewweeiigghhtt)) ((SSeevveenn DDaayyss EEnnddiinngg 2211//1122//0099))
FFiinniisshheedd CCaattttllee SSttoorree CCaattttllee DDrrooppppeedd CCaallvveess ((££//hheeaadd))

ffrroomm ttoo ffrroomm ttoo ffrroomm ttoo
SStteeeerrss SSttoorree bbuulllloocckkss uupp ttoo 440000kkgg CCoonnttiinneennttaall bbuullll ccaallvveess
1st quality 154 166 1st quality 152 169
2nd quality 140 153 2nd quality 130 151 1st quality 235 300
Friesians 105 118 2nd quality 190 230

SSttoorree bbuulllloocckkss 440000kkgg--550000kkgg
HHeeiiffeerrss 1st quality 155 168 CCoonnttiinneennttaall hheeiiffeerr ccaallvveess
1st quality 147 169 2nd quality 134 154
2nd quality 134 146 1st quality 200 300

SSttoorree bbuulllloocckkss oovveerr 550000kkgg 2nd quality 145 198
BBeeeeff CCoowwss 1st quality 151 166

2nd quality 130 150 FFrriieessiiaann bbuullll ccaallvveess
1st quality 112 139
2nd quality 100 111 SSttoorree hheeiiffeerrss uupp ttoo 445500kkgg 1st quality 128 185

1st quality 140 162 2nd quality 65 125
DDaaiirryy CCoowwss 2nd quality 130 139

HHoollsstteeiinn BBuullll CCaallvveess
1st quality 90 115 SSttoorree hheeiiffeerrss oovveerr 445500kkgg 8 150
2nd quality 75 89 1st quality 148 162

2nd quality 134 147

LLaammbb QQuuootteess
LLaasstt WWeeeekk
1166//1122//0099

TThhiiss WWeeeekk
2222//1122//0099

Lamb 350-360p 365-370p

PPAAIIDD PPRRIICCEESS ((AAvveerraaggee)) PP//KKgg 
WW//EE 

2288//1111//0099
WW//EE 

0055//1122//0099
WW//EE 

1122//1122//0099

NI Liveweight 288.5p 294.9p 314.8p

NI Deadweight 325.4p 330.1p 347.3p

GB Deadweight 357.4p 368.4p 381.7p

FFaaccttoorriieess qquuootteess rriissee aaggaaiinn tthhiiss wweeeekk

GB Retailers’ Beef Specification

THE MARKETS

SSHHEEEEPP MMAARRTT PPRRIICCEESS SSEEVVEENN DDAAYYSS EENNDDEEDD 2222//1122//22000099

LLaammbbss

NNoo.. FFrroomm TToo

Wednesday Ballymena 1607 325 369

Enniskillen 402 320 360

Newtownstewart 244 307 342

Markethill 730 300 346

Thursday Downpatrick 388 320 370

Donemana 478 320 372

Swatragh 821 303 347

Omagh 816 345 379

Monday Crumlin 520 345 377

Kilrea 380 340 362

Gortin 135 255 385

Tuesday Saintfield 369 280 320

CCWW ((kkgg)) AAggee ((mm)) GGrraaddeess FFAA -- FFaarrmm
AAssssuurraannccee

CCoouunnttrryy ooff
OOrriiggiinn

MMaaxx ## ffaarrmm
rreessiiddeenncceess

DDaayyss oonn
llaasstt ffaarrmm SSoouurrcciinngg AAnnyy ootthheerr

AASSDDAA
SSttaannddaarrdd1 270-400 S H <36

YB < 16
Based on primal

yield Yes British N/A N/A Direct &
Marts

ASDA Beef
Link FarmsAASSDDAA

HHeeaavvyy1 2 400-550 S H <36
YB < 16

Guide: 
E U 2 3 4L Yes British N/A N/A No price

penalty.

AASSDDAA DDaaiirryy
BBuullllss 1

180-260 < 12 Based on primal
yield Yes British N/A N/A ASDA/ARLA

Dairy Farms

CCOO--OOPP 260-340 < 30

Steers
E2 to O4H

Heifers
E2 to O4L

Yes UK only As for FA
Direct
unless
agreed.

No YB.
Beef breed

sire. 
Grass-fed. or

semi-int.
< 6 hrs travel

EESSCCAA//MMccDD N/A S H <48
YB < 16 N/A Yes UK

ROI

4 
(= 3 

movements)
60 Direct

MM&&SS 270-390 < 30 E U R O+
3 4L 4H Yes3

UK (except
ROI beef for
ROI stores)

N/A 90
Direct.

M&S Select
Farms

Suckler only.
No YB.
No BB. 

No DAQ.
No GM.

SSAAIINNSS--
BBUURRYYSS

Not disclosed – response was: “Sainsbury’s has written to all of their farmers outlining their specification,
therefore Sainsbury’s has no need to complete your pro-forma and farmers are aware of Sainsbury’s
specification.”

TTEESSCCOO 280-380 S H <30
YB < 16

E U R 3 4L
and O+3 Yes UK

ROI 4 20 Direct

WWAAIITTRROOSSEE 260-400 < 30

E U R O+
Fat 3 & 4, 

3+ 4-  ideal on
15 point scale

Yes British
Origin only N/A

90 on
Waitrose
Approved
Holding.

Direct. 
Waitrose 
Approved

Farms.

No YB. Breed
Schemes 

require sire
info4.

TTaabbllee 33 -- FFuurrtthheerr IInnffoorrmmaattiioonn 
AAbbbbrreevviiaattiioonnss: 
Blank box means no response on that
part of spec; N/A = that part of spec
is not applicable; unless otherwise
indicated specs apply to steers, heifers
and young bulls; S = steers; H =
Heifers; YB = Young Bulls; CW =
Carcase Weight; FA = Farm Assurance;
< means less than; # means number;
BB = Belgian Blue; DAQ = Blonde
d’Aquitaine; GM = genetically modified
feed; Direct means direct from farm to
abattoir.
FFoooottnnootteess::  
11:: ASDA spec refers to British Beef
Specification only.  
22:: ASDA Heavy Spec is in limited
numbers from loyal suppliers.
33:: M&S have further information
requirements on traceability and
sustainability for Select Farmers. 
44:: Waitrose sires must be pedigree
registered sires.
55:: Several responsible retailers have
also told us that they have been very
open to looking, with processors, at
short term derogations to specs,
particularly on age.  This is to alleviate
some of the difficulties for producers
caused by adverse weather conditions
in 2009.  However retailers have
advised us that the underlying specs
remain unchanged in the long term. 

TTaabbllee 33..  GGBB RReettaaiilleerr’’ss BBeeeeff SSppeecciiffiiccaattiioonn ffoorr UUKK CCaattttllee

Last week’s prices not available at time of publication.




