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FQAS Liaison Officer - not sure
what you need for your
inspection?

Had an inspection and you'e not
sure how to deal with the action
points?

Linda will be at the following
marts next week:
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Tuesday Kilrea
Wednesday Fane Valley
Friday Enniskillen
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Quality Assurance Scheme (NIFQAS) is owned

by the Northern Ireland Beef and Sheep Meat
Industry and the scheme is operated on its behalf by
the Livestock and Meat Commission for Northern
Ireland (LMC). LMC, acting on behalf of the FQAS
Industry Board, has currently contracted Northern
Ireland Food Chain Certification (NIFCC) to register,
inspect and certify participants in NIFQAS. The
scheme operates an 18 month inspection interval for
surveillance inspections to ensure that farms are
observed at different times of the year. It should be
noted that NIFQAS requires 100% compliance with
the scheme standard and failure to achieve this will
result in non conformance notices being issued.

The Northern Ireland Beef and Lamb Farm

An annual review of the non conformances identified
following farm inspections has revealed some
interesting findings. In the 12 months leading up to
31st July 2009, NIFCC completed a total of 8022
inspections. This total encompasses routine
surveillance inspections, random spot checks and
initial inspections of new applicants.

From these inspections 76 per cent of producers
were identified as having at least one non
conformance at the time of inspection. This has
shown a marked improvement from the year up to
July 2008 where 81 per cent of farm inspections
resulted in non conformances being raised. The “top
ten” non conformances in descending order are
shown in the table.

Improved NI FQAS performance
- fewer non-conformances

Depending on the severity of the non conformances
identified suspension from the scheme will either be
immediate or producers will be given thirty days after
inspection to rectify non conformances before they
are suspended for a further 14 days. In a case where
non conformances are not rectified after this period
membership of the scheme will be revoked.

The Farm Liaison Officer and FQAS helpline have

been provided by NIFQAS to help producers prior to
and after inspection for any queries they may have or
any help they may need in passing the inspections or
rectifying non conformances. A copy of the NIFQAS
standard and a copy of the scheme rules are
available upon request from the FQAS helpline 028
9263 3024.

Most Common Non Conformances, NI, year-ended 31 July 2009

% of inspections completed
Code Non Conformances P . P
where non-compliance occurred

1.6 Common veterinary operations
2.14 Medicine Records

1.1 Signed cattle/sheep welfare codes

5.2 Housing sharp edges

3.16 Declaration of feed ingredients

7.2 Farm waste management
3.17a Feed Records

7.1b General farm tidiness

2.2 Confirmation of veterinary Visit
4.2a Herd books

20%
20%
20%
16%
11%
10%
8%
8%
8%
7%




| NI CATTLE PRICES (W/E 19/09/2009) |

Steers Heifers Young Bulls Cows
u3 261.2 262.9 260.7 -
u4 256.7 256.9 - -
R3 256.7 256.4 254.9 -
R4 252.2 252.3 - -
03 246.5 247.7 243.7 204.0
04 245.4 243.5 - 208.5
P2 - - - 161.8
P3 - - - 185.5
Average 253.3 252.8 253.6 186.7
[ UK&ROICATTLE PRICES (WIE 121092009 |
Northern Midlands Southern Northern Rep of
Scotland England & Wales England Ireland Ireland
u3 297.9 287.0 286.3 282.6 261.0 251.8
R3 2926 2819 278.5 277.8 256.0 2451
Steers R4 2940 28838 277.6 277.6 252.2 2452
03 279.5 2758 266.2 266.3 246.1 234.0
Average 292.3 283.8 274.1 270.7 253.3 -
u3 299.6 2883 287.9 286.2 262.7 262.0
R3 2923 2815 276.9 276.7 256.9 2514
Heifers R4 294.0 280.2 276.1 277.4 252.4 250.6
03 271.0 2773 264.0 266.9 2481 2371
Average 290.7 278.7 271.6 271.1 253.5 -
u3 286.5 275.1 283.3 277.9 260.7 272.8
Young R3 280.6 2715 275.5 275.7 2549 264.8
Bulls 03 260.2 258.8 260.3 261.1 244.8 230.5
Average 270.9 267.7 274.6 260.5 254.1 -
PrimeCatlle ¢ 391 5500 4,760 3991 6803 -
Price Reported
03 193.5 211.7 211.3 208.3 203.6 193.7
04 2001 211.2 212.7 206.9 206.6 196.0
Cows by 1450 1629 1791 1705 1673 1652
P3 171.5 187.6 193.1 189.1 187.8 186.8
Notes

(i) Prices are p/kg Sterling;ROI prices converted at 1 Euro= 87.52p Stg.

(i) ROI prices are exclusive of 5.2% VAT.

(iii) “4” includes 4L/4H; “O” includes 0+/0/0-. “U” includes U+/U/U-“P” includes
P+/P/P-

(iv) Prices are the total price paid inclusive of bonuses and top-ups.

v) Sources: AHDB, LMC & Irish Dept of Agriculture.

vi) Approximately 79% of NI and 60% of GB prime cattle are price reported.

vii) The average price displayed is the average price across all grades of cattle.

viii) Shaded areas indicate a reduction on the price reported in the previous Bulletin.
For ROI, the shading applies to the original price quoted in Euros.

(ix) All prices are based on the UK Dressing Specification. ROl prices have
been converted using the appropriate coefficients.
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NI Average Weekly Clean Cattle Price (p/kg CW)
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2007/2008 prices adjusted to provide a like-for-like comparison with prices
calculated under the new UK Dressing Specification.

NI Clean Cattle Slaughterings (‘000 head per week)

Cattle Quotes

Last Week This Week

16/09/09 23/09/09

u3 260p 260-262p
R3 254p 254- 256p
0+3 248p 248-250p
Cows 205-216p 205-216p

Prices remain stable

price for steers, heifers and young bulls more or less

unchanged. The relative stability in prices was
reflected in the factory quotes which have not deviated
from 260-262 for steers and heifers in the last week.

LAST week prices remained stable in NI with the U3

Good prices continue to be paid for cows with R3 and R4
grade cows realising around 218p/kg. Last week the
factories paid around 209p/kg for O4 grade cows.
Leaner cows lost some ground last week with P2
carcases down by nearly 6p/kg.

Last week the total cattle kill was just under 10,000
head, down by about 500 head on the previous week.
The cow Kkill increased last week with over 2,300 cows
slaughtered. The prime cattle kill was down by over 900
head.

With more cattle available generally in the last month and
the pound declining in value the number of cattle
imported from ROl has dwindled slightly in September.
Last week around 740 head were imported, down slightly
on the previous week. In the first three weeks of
September less than 2,500 cattle have been imported
from ROI while in the last three weeks of August 3,800
were imported from the south for direct slaughter. This
represents a 35 per cent reduction.

Prices (Steers and heifers combined)

W/E W/E W/E
05/09/09 12/09/09 19/09/09
u3 262.3p 261.9p 262.1p
R3 256.6p 256.5p 256.6p
0+3 247.8p 247.1p 247.1p

PLEASE NOTE THAT ALL REPORTED PRICES AND QUOTES FROM PLANTS ARE NOW BASED ON THE UK CARCASE WEIGHT.

N the week ended 12 September, Scottish U3 heifer prices
Iwere once again well ahead of equivalent prices throughout

the rest of the UK. Prices in NI were 37p/kg lower, a difference
of around £110 per finished carcase at an average weight of
300kgs. As in previous weeks however, the widest price gaps
are in the R4 grade where the latest figures show a gap of
42p/kg between the NI heifer price and the Scottish price. The
prices available in England are also well below those in Scotland,
with R4 steers realising considerably more in Scotland than

Rol and GB price comparisons

across the border in England. In the week ending 12 September
ROI prices remain the weakest in the British Isles in sterling
terms. However, with the Euro appreciating rapidly in the last
week the gap between the NI and ROI price is now narrowing and
ROI prices may be reduced to compensate. Young bull prices in
ROI continue to hold up well with U3 prices almost 273p/kg. This
is about 12p/kg higher than the equivalent price in NI.




Euro worth over 90p

n recent weeks there has been continued pressure on
I sterling with the Euro rising steadily in value. The Euro is

now worth more than 90p, its highest value since May.
While the falling value of the pound creates greater
potential for farm input costs to rise, it may have positive
implications for cattle and sheep prices in NI. The relative
strength of the Euro in the second-half of 2008 and early
2009 was a key driver of the improved farmgate prices
during that period. In this respect, the potential for the
Euro to help create an environment where prices can rise
is worth examining.
The stronger Euro has a dual impact for cattle and sheep
producers in NI. Firstly it renders NI produce more
competitive in EuroZone and this should result in increased
demand from mainland Europe and ROI. For example, ROI
buyers of NI lambs will find that their Euro goes further and
this has been reinforcing demand in the marts, improving
the potential for prices. Secondly, it should result in
improved demand from GB, the biggest market for NI beef
and lamb. With ROl a major supplier of beef into the GB
market, the relatively low deadweight cattle prices there
have acted as a drag on NI prices in recent months.
However, the competitive position of ROl producers is
weakened by these exchange rate developments which
have driven up the price of ROI beef in sterling terms. This
in turn makes NI beef a more attractive proposition in the
GB market. This is illustrated by the table below.
The recent release of a publication by the Bank of England
stating that the financial crisis may have lowered the long
term value of sterling could copper-fasten the recent gains
made by the Euro. This also supports the notion that this
trading advantage may be a longer-term phenomenon.

ROI U3 Steer Price in Sterling Terms (350kg CW)
Based on constant price of 286¢/kg

5 Aug 25 Aug 21 Sept
84.7p 87.4p 90.6p
242.2p 250.0p 259.1p

£848 £875 £907

Price
Carcase Value

EU Price Comparisons

ht Cattle Prices - Heifer:

3 Equivalent

Mth Mth (w/e 16.08.09) (w/e 13.09.09) Mth (cents)
1 1 Greece 402.8 412.8 +9.9
2 2 Italy 362.5 376.5 +14.0
3 4 Great Britain 321.8 321.3 -0.5
4 5 Luxembourg 318.9 321.2 +2.3
5 3 France 323.0 318.0 -5.0
6 7 Germany 295.4 295.8 +0.3
7 6 Finland 304.2 293.0 -11.2
8 8 Northern Ireland 294.9 292.0 29
9 12 Spain 280.1 290.8 +10.7
10 9 Austria 288.8 288.8 +0.0
11 11 Denmark 282.2 287.1 +4.9

12 10 Ireland 284.4 285.5 +1.1

13 13 Belgium 278.0 273.5 -4.5
14 17 Romania 244.1 268.7 +24.6

15 16 Sweden 245.1 262.3 +17.3
16 15 Slovenia 254.1 255.5 +14
17 14 Netherlands 256.0 253.0 -3.1

18 18 Czech Republic 234.5 234.4 -0.0

19 19 Poland 227.2 2311 +3.9

20 20 Slovakia 204.1 216.5 +12.4

21 21 Lithuania 194.3 197.7 +3.4

EU 27 Average 303.2 307.2 +4.0
Official prices reported to the EC Dressing Specification

EU Deadweight Cattle Prices table this

month with R3 heifer prices provided instead
of the R3 Steer/Young Bulls table. With only a
small number of European countries rearing
steers in any significant numbers, it is not
appropriate to provide European comparisons on
that basis. Therefore heifers are used for

Eagle—eyed readers will spot a change to the

comparison instead. NI prices have fallen by two
cents in Euro terms over the last month despite
the fact that prices have risen by 2p/kg in sterling
terms. Similarly British prices are lower than last
month in Euro terms despite a 5p/kg price rise in
the domestic currency. This underlines the
improved competitive position provided by the
weaker value of sterling.

TILMC

Contact us:

Website: www.Imcni.com
Telephone: 028 9263 3000
Fax: 028 9263 3001

FQAS Helpline: 028 9263 3024

Answerphone: 028 9263 3011

Classification Queries: 028 9263 3012

Text Service
Free Price Quotes sent
to your mobile phone
each week
Email - bulletin@Imcni.com
Tel: 028 9263 3020

LMC does not guarantee the accuracy
or completeness of any third party
information provided in or included
with this publication. LMC hereby
disclaims any responsibility for error,
omission or inaccuracy in the
information, misinterpretation or any
other loss, disappointment,
negligence or damage caused by
reliance on third party information

Not for further publication or
distribution without prior permission
from LMC
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Beef marts (£/100kg liveweight) (Seven Days Ending 21,/09/09)

Finished Cattle Store Cattle Dropped Calves (£/head)
from to from to from to
Steers Store bullocks up to 400kg Continental bull calves
1st quality 145 166 1st quality 140 191
2nd quality 128 145 2nd quality 120 160 1st quality 200 335
Friesians 105 134 2nd quality 120 195
Store bullocks 400kg-500kg
Heifers 1st quality 150 188 Continental heifer calves
1st quality 145 185 2nd quality 120 150
2nd quality 120 149 1st quality 125 240
Store bullocks over 500kg 2nd quality 60 155
Beef Cows 1st quality 158 184
2nd quality 130 159 Freisian bull calves
1st quality 110 138
2nd quality 95 114 Store heifers up to 450kg 1st quality 58 100
1st quality 135 165 2nd quality 20 55
Dairy Cows 2nd quality 120 145
Holstein Bull Calves
1st quality 88 112 Store heifers over 450kg 2 20
2nd quality 40 94 1st quality 130 171
2nd quality 118 145

NI Sheep Slaughterings (‘000 head per week)
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This week$s marts
'_‘ T the marts this week there was some evidence of an

increase in numbers with over 1,600 lambs through the

ring in Donemana on Saturday. This follows smaller
numbers last week when the better weather kept producers
on field work. Prices remain firm in the marts with the Euro
helping matters. In Crumlin on Monday lambs were getting
250-290 with the best prices paid for heavier lambs. This may
be a reflection of the fact that some factories have increased
their cut-off for lambs to 22kgs.

Deadweight lamb prices

prices with quotes of 300p/kg up to 22kgs and 305p/kg

up to 21kgs available. However, other plants are quoting
290-295p/kg and it will be interesting to see if they will continue
to secure supply at these lower prices. In recent weeks numbers
have fallen gradually, if not spectacularly from a peak in mid-
August. Last week’s kill was up slightly to over 14,000 head,
however, this figure still remains 12 per cent lower than the
peak.

EARLY in the week some factories slightly increased lamb

NI Average Weekly Sheep Price (p/kg CW)
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Sheep Prices

| Lamb Quotes |

Last Week This Week
16/09/09 23/09/09
Lamb 300p 290-305p
| PAIDPRICES (Average) P/Kg |
W/E W/E W/E
05/09/09 12/09/09 19/09/09
NI Liveweight 253.17p 254.85p 264.29p
NI Deadweight 293.21p 287.79p 297.46p
(GB Deadweight 321.9p 321.6p
| v mocs s s oo 00
Lambs
No. From To
Wednesday Ballymena 1503 260 290
Newtownstewart 330 245 275
Markethill 470 250 286
Thursday Downpatrick 355 255 278
Saturday Hilltown 694 252 290
Donemana 1661 243 274
Swatragh 978 262 303
Omagh 1488 269 283
Monday Crumlin 1326 250 290
Kilrea 900 255 272
Gortin 1463 272 305
Tuesday Saintfield 784 250 282
Rathfriland 975 244 286




