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VER the last two years there have been some

3|gn|f|cant changes in the livestock trade

between NI and Mainland Europe. Trade
effectively ceased in late 2008 / early 2009, with
exports to Holland restricted. With the Spanish trade
picking up the slack, coupled with ad-hoc shipments
to Italy, there has been a increase in the number of
cattle shipped on the hoof to mainland Europe over
the last 18 months. However, this trade remains
limited compared to 2007 when the trade regularly
exceeded 2,500 head per month.

In 2007 and early 2008, there had been a significant
trade in dairy bull calves from the UK (including NI) to
Holland with a steady but smaller trade to other
countries such as Spain and Belgium. However, the
Dutch market was closed to UK producers in the
second half of 2008 due to the discovery of TB
infected cattle among a shipment from GB to Holland
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Spain: The main outlet for Nl live cattle
bound for the continent

in May of that year. This issue created unease in
among other European importers and as a result
there were no NI cattle exported to the European
mainland in the final quarter of 2008 and first
quarter of 2009.

In the second quarter of 2009 there was a notable
increase in the number of cattle being exported to
the continent, with almost 1,850 head shipped to
Spain. Throughout the remainder of 2009, cattle
exports held up with a further 4,000 head exported
to Spain in the second half of the year This trade
remained buoyant in the first quarter of 2010, with
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the Spanish importing a further 2,230 head.
Provisional figures for the months of April and May
show that shipments remain at similar levels and
with ROI-based exporters putting in place structures
that will allow them to develop supply chains in
Northern Ireland, this trade may be expected to grow.
However, it is worth noting that total exports of cattle
in the first quarter of the year to mainland Europe
stood at 2,331, about a quarter of the corresponding
figure in 2007.

In 2009 more than three quarters of the cattle
exported to Spain were calves, with weanlings
making up the remainder. Similar figures have been
reported for the first quarter of 2010, with the
provisional figures for May showing a slight increase
in the proportion of weanlings in shipments to Spain.

Exports to Italy continues to be on an ad-hoc basis in
2010 with the bulk of this trade consisting of calves.
In the first six months of 2009, there were no cattle
shipments to Italy recorded by DARD, while in the
third quarter of last year, DARD recorded shipments
of around 71 cattle (weanlings and stores) to Italy. It
was only in the final quarter of last year that there
were any shipments of calves from NI to Italy, with
224 head shipped in November and almost 900
head exported in December. However, this trade was
not sustained and there were no exports from NI to
Italy in January at all. There were however, 200
calves exported in February and provisional figures
show a similar trade in May.
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Finished Cattle

Steers

1st quality
2nd quality
Friesians

Heifers

1st quality
2nd quality
Beef Cows

1st quality
2nd quality

Dairy Cows

1st quality
2nd quality

from

147
130
112

144
130

118
100

91
70

to

159
146
134

172
143

139
117

114
90
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Store Cattle Dropped Calves (£/head)
from to from to
Store bullocks up to 400kg Continental bull calves
1st quality 150 179
2nd quality 130 149 1st quality 260 395
2nd quality 200 258
Store bullocks 400kg-500kg
1st quality 150 168 Continental heifer calves
2nd quality 130 150
1st quality 180 270
Store bullocks over 500kg 2nd quality 100 178
1st quality 140 156
2nd quality 120 139 Friesian bull calves
Store heifers up to 450kg 1st quality 100 138
1st quality 152 182 2nd quality 50 98
2nd quality 130 151
Holstein Bull Calves
Store heifers over 450kg 4 100
1st quality 152 182
2nd quality 130 151

NI Lamb / Hogget Slaughterings (‘000 head per week)  Lamb quotes reduced to 340p/kg

the factories have reduced their quotes from around 360-

365p/kg to 340p/kg. These reduced prices follow a sharp

reduction in GB prices last week, when the average deadweight

o B price was 33p/kg lower than the previous week. Lamb throughput
Ii at the plants was down slightly last week compared to the previous

week. However, in comparison with numbers in the spring,

throughput is quite high and availability appears to be closer to

WITH prices coming under pressure in the marts this week,
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This week$ marts

HIS week, prices have been under pressure in the marts
Tas the seasonal decline takes a grip. In Saintfield on
Tuesday the reported price of 322-341p/kg was 30-
40p/kg lower than last week’s reported price range of
355-383p/kg. Prices were also sharply reduced in Crumlin
and in Kilrea. In Rathfriland on Tuesday night prices were back

20009 levels.
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NI Average Weekly Sheep Price (p/kg CW)
{ LS

by 70p/kg at the top end. Numbers through the rings were amn - o

broadly similar to the previous week, with slight increases in
the sales at Rathfriland and Saintfield and smaller sales in Tan
both Kilrea and Crumlin.
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Sheep Prices

Last Week
16/06/10

360 - 365p

340p

Lamb Quotes

This Week
23/06/10

| PAID PRICES (Average) P/Kg |

W/E W/E W/E

05/06/2010  12/06/2010 19/06/2010
NI Liveweight 385.1p 376.7p 254.8p
NI Deadweight 404.2p 396.6p 364.9p
GB Deadweight 430.2p 420.7p 387.7p

| SHEEP MART PRICES SEVEN DAYS ENDED 22/06/2010 |

Wednesday

Thursday
Saturday

Monday

Tuesday

Ballymena
Enniskillen
Newtownstewart
Markethill
Downpatrick
Hilltown
Swatragh
Omagh
Crumlin
Kilrea
Saintfield
Rathfriland

No.
670
208
407
450
312
230
590
204
702
400
632
721

Spring Lambs
From
350
340
340
350
325
316
300
317
330
322
322
310

To
390
370
364
378
359
335
348
337
353
337
341
333




