
OVER the last two years there have been some
significant changes in the livestock trade
between NI and Mainland Europe.  Trade

effectively ceased in late 2008 / early 2009, with
exports to Holland restricted.  With the Spanish trade
picking up the slack, coupled with ad-hoc shipments
to Italy, there has been a increase in the number of
cattle shipped on the hoof to mainland Europe over
the last 18 months.  However, this trade remains
limited compared to 2007 when the trade regularly
exceeded 2,500 head per month. 

In 2007 and early 2008, there had been a significant
trade in dairy bull calves from the UK (including NI) to
Holland with a steady but smaller trade to other
countries such as Spain and Belgium.  However, the
Dutch market was closed to UK producers in the
second half of 2008 due to the discovery of TB
infected cattle among a shipment from GB to Holland

in May of that year.  This issue created unease in
among other European importers and as a result
there were no NI cattle exported to the European
mainland in the final quarter of 2008 and first
quarter of 2009.  

In the second quarter of 2009 there was a notable
increase in the number of cattle being exported to
the continent, with almost 1,850 head shipped to
Spain.  Throughout the remainder of 2009, cattle
exports held up with a further 4,000 head exported
to Spain in the second half of the year  This trade
remained buoyant in the first quarter of 2010, with

the Spanish importing a further 2,230 head.
Provisional figures for the months of April and May
show that shipments remain at similar levels and
with ROI-based exporters putting in place structures
that will allow them to develop supply chains in
Northern Ireland, this trade may be expected to grow.
However, it is worth noting that total exports of cattle
in the first quarter of the year to mainland Europe
stood at 2,331, about a quarter of the corresponding
figure in 2007. 

In 2009 more than three quarters of the cattle
exported to Spain were calves, with weanlings
making up the remainder.  Similar figures have been
reported for the first quarter of 2010, with the
provisional figures for May showing a slight increase
in the proportion of weanlings in shipments to Spain.  

Exports to Italy continues to be on an ad-hoc basis in
2010 with the bulk of this trade consisting of calves.
In the first six months of 2009, there were no cattle
shipments to Italy recorded by DARD, while in the
third quarter of last year, DARD recorded shipments
of around 71 cattle (weanlings and stores) to Italy.  It
was only in the final quarter of last year that there
were any shipments of calves from NI to Italy, with
224 head shipped in November and almost 900
head exported in December.  However, this trade was
not sustained and there were no exports from NI to
Italy in January at all.  There were however, 200
calves exported in February and provisional figures
show a similar trade in May.  

BULLETIN
TThhuurrssddaayy JJuunnee 2244,,  22001100 IIssssuuee NNoo.. 22112222

All reported prices and quotes based on the UK Dressing Spec.

THIS week, the factories are quoting 258-260p/kg for U3
steers and heifers.  This is down 4p/kg from the 262-
264p/kg that was being quoted last week.  

Last week’s reported average steer and heifer prices were the
same as the previous week.  However, there were some
changes in the prices paid at particular grades.  U3 steers and
heifers increased in price by 0.7p/kg and 0.4p/kg respectively,
while R3 steer / heifer prices were up by 0.6p/kg.  Young bull
prices came under some pressure last week, with average
prices reduced by about 1.8p/kg, although the average U3
young bull price was unchanged.  Average cow prices fell by
1p/kg.  
In previous weeks, the Bulletin has noted the higher number of
mature bulls in the slaughter mix with more producers
retaining bulls over 24 months of age (the official EU category
for young bulls is under 24 months).  Producers planning to
present mature bulls for slaughter should note that from next
week, one of the plants is planning to apply a 10p/kg penalty
on mature bulls.  This is in addition to an existing deduction
on over-16 month young bulls.  
Last week overall cattle throughput remained high for the time
of year (see slaughter chart on left).  The total cattle kill was
8,891 head, 15% higher than the same week last year. 

Information

Comments:
bulletin@lmcni.com

Notes: 
(i) Prices are p/kg Sterling - ROI prices converted at 1 Euro=83.29p Stg. 
(ii)Shading indicates a reduction on price reported in the previous bulletin. 
Further explanatory notes on these tables are available on request. 

Cattle

NNII CClleeaann CCaattttllee SSllaauugghhtteerriinnggss ((‘‘000000 hheeaadd ppeerr  wweeeekk))

NNII AAvveerraaggee WWeeeekkllyy CClleeaann CCaattttllee PPrriiccee ((pp//kkgg CCWW))

2007/2008 prices adjusted to provide a like-for-like comparison with
prices calculated under the new UK Dressing Specification. 

CCaattttllee QQuuootteess
LLaasstt WWeeeekk
1166//0066//1100

TThhiiss WWeeeekk
2233//0066//1100

U3 262 - 264p  
+ 8p bonus for in spec

258 - 260p  
+ 8p bonus for in spec

R3 256 - 258p
+ 8p bonus for in spec

252 - 254p
+ 8p bonus for in spec

O+3 250 - 252p
+ 8p bonus for in spec

246 - 248p
+ 8p bonus for in spec

Cows 210 - 220p 210 - 218p

PPrriicceess ((SStteeeerrss aanndd hheeiiffeerrss ccoommbbiinneedd))
WW//EE 

0055//0066//1100
WW//EE 

1122//0066//1100
WW//EE 

1199//0066//1100
U3 267.1p 267.8p 268.3p
R3 263.0p 263.8p 264.4p

O+3 257.2p 256.9p 258.1p

THE MARKETS

The NI Cattle Prices Table has been amended to include more detail with prices for a
wider range of grades provided.  If you need further information on prices contact the
LMC Technical Department on 028 9263 3000.

UK & ROI CATTLE PRICES (W/E 19/06/2010)

Scotland 
Northern 
England

Midlands 
& Wales

Southern
England 

Northern 
Ireland

Rep of 
Ireland

Steers

U3 280.7 270.2 269.3 263.5 266.1 260.2
R3 276.2 266.9 260.5 255.3 263.2 252.3
R4 278.4 277.4 261.8 254.9 258.8 251.6
O3 263.4 260.8 244.6 242.9 251.2 237.8

Average 276.4 269.6 258.1 248.7 258.4 -

Heifers

U3 285.9 271.4 266.9 263.0 270.5 269.0
R3 276.5 267.1 257.4 255.1 265.6 259.0
R4 277.8 270.5 260.0 254.7 260.8 258.1
O3 259.4 255.5 243.3 243.4 253.2 243.9

Average 275.7 267.4 255.3 249.1 260.8 -

Young 
Bulls

U3 268.2 258.0 261.9 260.6 260.6 262.0
R3 264.2 249.3 252.6 254.0 253.9 255.6
O3 239.2 232.5 235.4 241.2 242.6 242.3

Average 257.8 239.7 245.3 245.6 249.9 -
Prime Cattle 

Price Reported 7,268 5,872 6,249 4,002 5,873 -

Cows

O3 206.9 213.5 208.7 194.5 211.5 217.1
O4 212.7 214.4 210.0 199.2 216.3 218.2
P2 146.8 176.4 181.6 161.6 164.4 193.4
P3 167.1 194.0 199.7 177.6 189.7 211.4

UU33 QQuuoottee:: 225588--226600pp//kkgg

AAnnsswweerrpphhoonnee SSeerrvviiccee
FFaaccttoorryy QQuuootteess && 

MMaarrtt RReessuullttss 
UUppddaatteedd 55ppmm DDaaiillyy

NNeexxtt wweeeekk’’ss qquuootteess
aavvaaiillaabbllee eeaacchh FFrriiddaayy

TTeell::  002288 99226633 33001111

LAST week, it appeared that the market turned back in the
farmer’s favour in Scotland with some significant increases
in price.   Prices in Scotland had been under pressure

throughout the  spring, but the reported prices from GB show
that last week, average steer and heifer prices there increased
by 1.9p/kg and 1.6p/kg respectively.  The U3 heifer price
increased by almost 7p/kg compared to the previous week.
Average young bull prices were up by 3.3p/kg.  The picture south
of the border in England was more mixed.  In Northern England

for example, heifer prices increased by 2p/kg on average, but
steer prices were down by nearly a penny.  Last week’s
developments in Scotland mean that the NI U3 heifer price was
about 15p/kg lower than the equivalent price in Scotland.  The
differential in the previous week was 9p/kg.  With the value of
sterling falling slightly last week, ROI U3 prices rose in sterling
terms, despite being slightly lower in euro terms. 

ROI & GB Price Comparisons

FFQQAASS HHeellpplliinnee
If you have had a recent
inspection and need help and
advice to rectify any non-
conformances, contact Seamus
on the FQAS helpline:
002288 99226633 33002244

Spain: The main outlet for NI live cattle
bound for the continent

RReemmiinnddeerr

BBuuiillddiinngg aann EEffffiicciieenntt
SSuucckklleerr HHeerrdd 

TThhuurrssddaayy 11sstt JJuullyy 
22ppmm--88ppmm

GGrreeeennmmoouunntt HHiillll FFaarrmm
GGlleennwwhheerrrryy

NI CATTLE PRICES (W/E 19/06/2010)
Steers Heifers Young Bulls Cows

U2 264.2 268.6 259.1 -
U3 266.1 270.5 260.6 232.2
U4L 260.9 264.0 256.0 227.5
R2 257.2 259.9 253.1 0.0
R3 263.2 265.6 253.9 226.9
R4L 260.0 261.1 248.0 225.1
O+2 250.1 252.5 245.2 0.0
O+3 258.3 257.8 249.4 222.9
O+4L 254.9 253.9 241.7 225.0
O4L 244.8 242.5 241.9 207.0
P+2 - - - 170.2
P+3 - - - 192.8

Average 258.4 260.8 249.9 201.7

QQuuaarrtteerrllyy CCaattttllee EExxppoorrttss ffrroomm NNII ttoo SSppaaiinn ((HHeeaadd))
UUnnddeerr 4422
ddaayyss WWeeaannlliinnggss OOvveerr 11 YYeeaarr TToottaall

22000099 - - - -
Q1 0 0 0 0
Q2 1,561 283 0 1,844
Q3 1,008 481 0 1,489
Q4 1,955 566 0 2,521

22001100 - - - -
Q1 1,727 401 0 2,128

QQuuaarrtteerrllyy CCaattttllee EExxppoorrttss ffrroomm NNII ttoo IIttaallyy ((HHeeaadd))
UUnnddeerr 4422
ddaayyss WWeeaannlliinnggss OOvveerr 11 YYeeaarr TToottaall

22000099 - - - -
Q1 0 0 0 0
Q2 0 0 0 0
Q3 0 19 52 71
Q4 1,111 22 0 1,133

22001100 - - - -
Q1 201 1 0 202

MMoonntthhllyy eexxppoorrttss ooff ccaattttllee ttoo mmaaiinnllaanndd EEuurrooppee,,
22000077--22001100





THIS week, prices have been under pressure in the marts
as the seasonal decline takes a grip.  In Saintfield on
Tuesday the reported price of 322-341p/kg was 30-

40p/kg lower than last week’s reported price range of
355-383p/kg.  Prices were also sharply reduced in Crumlin
and in Kilrea.  In Rathfriland on Tuesday night prices were back
by 70p/kg at the top end.  Numbers through the rings were
broadly similar to the previous week, with slight increases in
the sales at Rathfriland and Saintfield and smaller sales in
both Kilrea and Crumlin.  

LMC does not guarantee the accuracy
or completeness of any third party
information provided in or included
with this publication. LMC hereby
disclaims any responsibility for error,
omission or inaccuracy in the
information, misinterpretation or any
other loss, disappointment,
negligence or damage caused by
reliance on third party information.

NNoott ffoorr ffuurrtthheerr ppuubblliiccaattiioonn oorr
ddiissttrriibbuuttiioonn wwiitthhoouutt pprriioorr ppeerrmmiissssiioonn

ffrroomm  LLMMCC

CCoonnttaacctt uuss:: 

WWeebbssiittee:: wwwwww..llmmccnnii..ccoomm

TTeelleepphhoonnee:: 002288 99226633 33000000

FFaaxx:: 002288 99226633 33000011

FFQQAASS HHeellpplliinnee:: 002288 99226633 33002244

AAnnsswweerrpphhoonnee:: 002288 99226633 33001111

CCllaassssiiffiiccaattiioonn QQuueerriieess:: 002288 99226633 33001122

TThhiiss wweeeekk ’’ss mmaarrttss

TTeexxtt SSeerrvviiccee
FFrreeee PPrriiccee QQuuootteess sseenntt 
ttoo yyoouurr mmoobbiillee pphhoonnee 

ttwwiiccee wweeeekkllyy
EEmmaaiill -- bbuulllleettiinn@@llmmccnnii..ccoomm 

TTeell::  002288 99226633 33002200

Sheep Prices

Sheep

NNII AAvveerraaggee WWeeeekkllyy SShheeeepp PPrriiccee ((pp//kkgg CCWW))

NNII LLaammbb // HHooggggeett SSllaauugghhtteerriinnggss ((‘‘000000 hheeaadd ppeerr  wweeeekk))

BBeeeeff mmaarrttss ((££//110000kkgg  lliivveewweeiigghhtt)) ((SSeevveenn DDaayyss EEnnddiinngg 2211//0066//1100))
FFiinniisshheedd CCaattttllee SSttoorree CCaattttllee DDrrooppppeedd CCaallvveess ((££//hheeaadd))

ffrroomm ttoo ffrroomm ttoo ffrroomm ttoo
SStteeeerrss SSttoorree bbuulllloocckkss uupp ttoo 440000kkgg CCoonnttiinneennttaall bbuullll ccaallvveess
1st quality 147 159 1st quality 150 179
2nd quality 130 146 2nd quality 130 149 1st quality 260 395
Friesians 112 134 2nd quality 200 258

SSttoorree bbuulllloocckkss 440000kkgg--550000kkgg
HHeeiiffeerrss 1st quality 150 168 CCoonnttiinneennttaall hheeiiffeerr ccaallvveess
1st quality 144 172 2nd quality 130 150
2nd quality 130 143 1st quality 180 270

SSttoorree bbuulllloocckkss oovveerr 550000kkgg 2nd quality 100 178
BBeeeeff CCoowwss 1st quality 140 156

2nd quality 120 139 FFrriieessiiaann bbuullll ccaallvveess
1st quality 118 139
2nd quality 100 117 SSttoorree hheeiiffeerrss uupp ttoo 445500kkgg 1st quality 100 138

1st quality 152 182 2nd quality 50 98
DDaaiirryy CCoowwss 2nd quality 130 151

HHoollsstteeiinn BBuullll CCaallvveess
1st quality 91 114 SSttoorree hheeiiffeerrss oovveerr 445500kkgg 4 100
2nd quality 70 90 1st quality 152 182

2nd quality 130 151

PPAAIIDD PPRRIICCEESS ((AAvveerraaggee)) PP//KKgg 

WW//EE
0055//0066//22001100

WW//EE
1122//0066//22001100

WW//EE
1199//0066//22001100

NI Liveweight 385.1p 376.7p 254.8p

NI Deadweight 404.2p 396.6p 364.9p

GB Deadweight 430.2p 420.7p 387.7p

NI BEEF INDUSTRY - 
MAY SNAPSHOT

THE MARKETS

LLaammbb qquuootteess rreedduucceedd ttoo 334400pp//kkgg

IN last week’s Bulletin we reported that sheep exports
from NI to ROI had declined significantly in the first
two weeks of June (838 and 211 respectively

compared to an average of 3,000 per week in May).  The
export figures are provided to us on a weekly basis by
DARD’s APHIS Support Unit (ASU), but are always
marked “Provisional – please note that figures are
subject to change” and there are sometimes single
figure changes as numbers are finalised.  However when
we received, after the Bulletin was published, the import
figures from DAF in ROI it was clear that there was a
major discrepancy with DARD’s export figures, so we
contacted DARD to see if there was an explanation.

We had attributed the reason for our observed decline
to the implementation of EID reducing the number of
sheep moving off farms. That turned out not to be the
reason, but it was associated with EID.  The reason given
to us by DARD was that not all the Export Collection
Centres had all the new technology elements in place to
allow the data to be electronically uploaded to APHIS.
DARD has now put in place a temporary process to
access the data for statistical purposes until such times
as all Export Collection Centres are in a position to
communicate their numbers to DARD electronically.

The updated figures for sheep exports to ROI for direct
slaughter are 724 for week ending 5 June (not 838 as
reported), and 4,461 for week ending 12 June (not 211
as reported). For the third week in June (week ending
19 June) the figures are 3,786 up to the 18th. Thus the
export sheep trade has continued as before except in
the first week of implementation of the new EID
requirements, when numbers were somewhat down
everywhere – at marts and meat plants as well as for
export. 

Sheep exports to ROI in June
higher than previously

reported

LLaammbb QQuuootteess

LLaasstt  WWeeeekk 
1166//0066//1100

TThhiiss WWeeeekk 
2233//0066//1100

360 - 365p 340p

SSHHEEEEPP MMAARRTT PPRRIICCEESS SSEEVVEENN DDAAYYSS EENNDDEEDD 2222//0066//22001100

SSpprriinngg LLaammbbss

NNoo.. FFrroomm TToo

Wednesday Ballymena 670 350 390

Enniskillen 208 340 370

Newtownstewart 407 340 364

Thursday Markethill 450 350 378

Saturday Downpatrick 312 325 359

Hilltown 230 316 335

Swatragh 590 300 348

Monday Omagh 204 317 337

Crumlin 702 330 353

Kilrea 400 322 337

Tuesday Saintfield 632 322 341

Rathfriland 721 310 333

WITH prices coming under pressure in the marts this week,
the factories have reduced their quotes from around 360-
365p/kg to 340p/kg.  These reduced prices follow a sharp

reduction in GB prices last week, when the average deadweight
price was 33p/kg lower than the previous week.  Lamb throughput
at the plants was down slightly last week compared to the previous
week.  However, in comparison with numbers in the spring,
throughput is quite high and availability appears to be closer to
2009 levels.  

TTaabbllee 11 -- NNII BBeeeeff IInndduussttrryy KKeeyy PPeerrffoorrmmaannccee IInnddiiccaattoorrss -- MMaayy 22000099//1100
LLaasstt MMaayy TThhiiss MMaayy %% CChhaannggee

FFiinniisshheedd CCaattttllee PPrriicceess  ((pp//kkgg)) - - -
Average Prime Cattle Price 264.7 260.2 -1.7%

Average Cow Price 208.9 199.1 -4.7%

Average R3 Steer Price 268.2 266.6 -0.6%

Average R3 Steer Price ((GGBB)) 284.8 268.9 -5.6%

SSllaauugghhtteerriinnggss - - -
Total Clean Slaughterings (Head) 28,004 28,242 +0.8%

Total Cow Slaughterings  (Head) 6,163 4,799 -22.1%

Average Clean Carcase Weight (kg) 327 328 +0.3%

Average Cow Carcase Weight (kg) 298 311 +4.4%

TTrraaddee ((HHeeaadd)) - - -
Live Imports for Direct Slaughter 3,855 2,705 -29.8%

Live Exports for Direct Slaughter 1,273 765 -39.9%

AAvvaaiillaabbiilliittyy ((HHeeaadd)) - - -
No. Cattle on the Ground between 12-30 months* 474,175 450,024 -5.1%

of which: Beef Sired 443,996 402,870 -9.3%

Dairy Sired (Male Only) 30,179 47,154 +56.2%

CCaallff BBiirrtthhss RReeggiissttrraattiioonnss ((HHeeaadd)) - - -
Calf Births 62,391 62,993 +1.0%

of which: Beef Sired 49,659 49,890 +0.5%

Dairy Sired (Male Only) 6,153 6,489 +5.5%

- - -
EEuurroo // SSttgg EExxcchhaannggee RRaattee ((€€ // ££)) 88.4p 85.7p -3.1%


