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broad stability in NI prices has caused a narrowing
in the price differential between NIland GB.
However, a substantial differential remains between
NI and GB prices.

Reported prices show that the differential has varied
depending on the time of the year. At the start of
February 2009, the differential between GB and NI
prime cattle prices was much narrower, with only
6p/kg separating average Nl and GB R3 steer prices.
This gap widened as the year progressed and was at
its widest in early September when it was almost
29p/kg (see Figure 1). Since then, the gap has
gradually narrowed and by the end of this January
the difference was 15p.

This is in line with trends in 2008 when the
differential was narrower early in the year and wider
in the back end. However, with this seasonal trend
in mind, it is worth noting that the range of prices
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Ongoing differential between NI
and GB prime cattle prices

paid for R3 steers across the various regions is much
wider this January, compared to last January. Figure
1 shows that R3 steer prices across the GB regions
were very similar at the start of last year. On average
last January, the NI R3 steer price was 11p/kg lower
than the equivalent GB price, with prices in ROl a
further 6p/kg lower again.

This January shows a very different picture, with a
clear gap visible between each of the GB regions,
with prices lower in the south and higher in the north.
The gap between NI prices and prices in Southern /
Midland England is similar to last year, and if
anything there has been a slight narrowing in the

Figure 1. British Isles R3 Steer Prices
January 2009 - January 2010

Price (p/kg)

differential between NIl and Southern England in
January 2010 compared to last January.

This contrasts with developments in the differential
between NI prices and those in Scotland / Northern
England. Last January the average weekly Scottish
R3 steer price was 13p/kg higher than the
corresponding NI price. This January the average
differential was 26p/kg.

Scottish prime cattle prices are clearly the highest in
the British Isles, outperforming prices in each of the
other regions on a consistent basis. Over the 52

Continued on next page

Figure 2. UK Average Cow Prices,
February 2009 - January 2010
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Finished Cattle Store Cattle Dropped Calves (£/head)
from to from to from to
Steers Store bullocks up to 400kg Continental bull calves
1st quality 150 170 1st quality 160 214
2nd quality 135 149 2nd quality 138 159 1st quality 240 350
Friesians 108 124 2nd quality 160 235
Store bullocks 400kg-500kg
Heifers 1st quality 160 196 Continental heifer calves
1st quality 154 187 2nd quality 138 159
2nd quality 134 153 1st quality 200 290
Store bullocks over 500kg 2nd quality 100 198
Beef Cows 1st quality 150 178
2nd quality 134 149 Friesian bull calves
1st quality 123 139
2nd quality 103 122 Store heifers up to 450kg 1st quality 150 240
1st quality 152 187 2nd quality 85 148
Dairy Cows 2nd quality 130 151
Holstein bull calves
1st quality 96 111 Store heifers over 450kg 8 200
2nd quality 70 95 1st quality 147 169
2nd quality 127 146

NI Hogget Slaughterings (‘000 head per week)
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This week$§ marts

N Monday, Crumlin reported an improvement in the
Oquality of hoggets with a reduction in the volume of heavy

stock through the rings. This led to an improvement in
prices with buyers paying 360-392p/kg, up from 340-372p/kg
last week. Despite a reduction in the number of sheep in Kilrea
on Monday the reported price of 346-367p/kg was down from
348-378p/kg last week. Prices were also down in Saintfield,
where last week’s reported price of 340-389p/kg was almost
20p/kg higher at the top end.

Hogget quotes 385-390p/kg

HIS week the factories are quoting 385-390p/kg for hoggets
Tsimilarto prices at the end of last week. With stronger prices

early last week, the average reported deadweight price in NI
was almost 394p/kg, 8p lower than the previous week. Last
week’s NI hogget price was 18p/kg lower than the reported price
in GB. Last week, there was an eight per cent reduction in hogget
slaughterings at the meat plants. However, an increase in ewe
and ram slaughterings meant that overall sheep slaughterings
was unchanged.

NI Average Weekly Sheep Price (p/kg CW)
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Sheep Prices

Lamb Quotes
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17/02/10 24/02/10

Hoggets 390p 385-390p

W/E W/E W/E
06/02/10 13/02/10 20/02/10
NI Liveweight 358.0p 349.2p 348.7p
NI Deadweight 406.6p 401.3p 393.5p
GB Deadweight 421.7p 412.1p 411.3p
| HezP T PGS SEVEN DAYS ENDED 23/02/2010
Hoggets
No. From To
Wednesday Ballymena 1069 340 388
Enniskillen 200 355 375
Newtownstewart 148 338 372
Markethill 600 340 372
Thursday Downpatrick 168 345 378
Saturday Hilltown 200 353 371
Donemana 564 344 388
Swatragh 492 340 392
Omagh 797 348 377
Monday Crumlin 902 360 392
Kilrea 550 346 367
Gortin 640 355 405
Tuesday Saintfield 387 340 370
Lisahally 250 350 390
Rathfriland 210 333 374




