
ONE of the consequences of the cold weather
in January was increased demand for beef
with consumers apparently eating their way

through more stewing, frying, grilling and mince beef
to see them through the snow and ice.  Volume
demand for beef was up 8% compared to the
previous January and was at its highest level for
January for the last four years.  This increase in
demand was naturally welcome for an industry that
has been put under pressure by weak demand
during the economic recession.  

Moving into February there were some concerns
raised about poor demand in both NI and in GB and
some of the local factories reduced their quotes.
The figures certainly show that volume demand in
February was lower than that of January.  However,
on a positive note, demand was slightly stronger
than in February 2009.  This is encouraging,
although it appears to have been driven by lower
retail prices and not by a sustained shift in consumer

tastes following the high level of demand
experienced in January.  If 2010 follows the typical
trend, demand will continue to fall into the summer.

In the four weeks ending 21 February 2010, retail
beef prices in GB were two per cent (12p/kg) lower
than in the same period last year.  This may be partly
a consequence of reduced farmgate prices in GB,
where the average R3 heifer price was 6.5p/kg lower
in January/February 2010 compared to the same
period in 2009. 

The reduced retail prices appear to have driven
increases in demand with GB consumers purchasing
over 25,000 tonnes of beef during the four weeks

ending 21 February.  This figure is 321 tonnes higher
than the corresponding period last year (1% up).  

With reference to specific cuts, it was increased
demand for mince and frying / grilling cuts that
drove the increased demand.  Mince demand was
up by nearly six per cent in February 2010 compared
to last year with demand for frying / grilling cuts up
by 3.7 per cent.  Compared with the same period last
year, roasting joints were down by six per cent and
stewing beef was down by 3.6 per cent.  

With volume up by one per cent and retail price down
by two per cent, the net impact was a reduction in
beef expenditure in February of one per cent.  
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All reported prices and quotes based on the UK Dressing Spec.

LAST week cattle numbers in NI hit the lowest level since
early January with fewer than 8,000 head slaughtered in
total across all of the NI plants.  This was not unexpected

given that a decline in slaughterings typically occurs around
this time of year.  In total the cattle kill was 12 per cent lower
than the previous week, with a 23 per cent reduction in the
cow kill and a 30 per cent reduction in the young bull kill.  The
heifer kill was down by eight per cent and the steer kill was
nearly the same as the previous week.   

This tightening of supply has allowed prices to firm somewhat
and early this week the factories were continuing to quote a
base price of 266-268p/kg for U3 steers and heifers.  However,
there is evidence of firming with several factories quoting
268p/kg across the board and reports of 270p/kg being paid
for good loads of heifers.  

Last week’s overall heifer prices were up by 2p/kg on average
while the average steer price fell marginally. The U3 heifer price
remained stable at 273p/kg, while the average U3 steer price
was up by 1.7p/kg.

With the pound making gains last week against the euro, there
was a slight increase in cattle imported from ROI.  Last week,
840 head were imported for direct slaughter from the south,
300 more than the previous week.  

Diary Dates

Comments:
bulletin@lmcni.com

Notes: 
(i) Prices are p/kg Sterling - ROI prices converted at 1 Euro=90.74p Stg. 
(ii)Shading indicates a reduction on price reported in the previous bulletin. 
Further explanatory notes on these tables are available on request. 

Cattle

NNII CClleeaann CCaattttllee SSllaauugghhtteerriinnggss ((‘‘000000 hheeaadd ppeerr  wweeeekk))

NNII AAvveerraaggee WWeeeekkllyy CClleeaann CCaattttllee PPrriiccee ((pp//kkgg CCWW))

2007/2008 prices adjusted to provide a like-for-like comparison with
prices calculated under the new UK Dressing Specification. 

CCaattttllee QQuuootteess
LLaasstt WWeeeekk
1166//0033//1100

TThhiiss WWeeeekk
2244//0033//1100

U3 266p - 268p
+ 8p bonus for in spec

266p - 268p
+ 8p bonus for in spec

R3 260p - 262p
+ 8p bonus for in spec

260p - 262p
+ 8p bonus for in spec

O+3 254p - 256p
+ 8p bonus for in spec

254p - 256p
+ 8p bonus for in spec

Cows 205 - 210p 205 - 212p

PPrriicceess ((SStteeeerrss aanndd hheeiiffeerrss ccoommbbiinneedd))
WW//EE 

0066//0033//1100
WW//EE 

1133//0033//1100
WW//EE 

2200//0033//1100
U3 271.4p 271.4p 272.2p
R3 267.1p 266.8p 266.8p

O+3 261.5p 260.0p 262.0p

THE MARKETS

The NI Cattle Prices Table has been amended to include more detail with prices for a
wider range of grades provided.  If you need further information on prices contact the
LMC Technical Department on 028 9263 3000.

NI CATTLE PRICES (W/E 20/03/2010)
Steers Heifers Young Bulls Cows

U2 268.2 275.7 263.6 -
U3 271.3 273.1 261.7 219.1
U4L 263.7 266.0 256.9 223.2
R2 263.6 257.1 254.2 214.0
R3 265.9 267.6 255.5 219.9
R4L 264.4 263.8 249.3 224.3
O+2 253.3 251.5 248.8 212.0
O+3 262.5 261.4 249.5 215.6
O+4L 256.6 254.4 245.8 215.6

O3 251.0 249.8 244.1 202.8
O4L 250.5 245.6 242.0 204.3
P+2 - - - 161.9
P+3 - - - 185.1

Average 261.8 263.5 252.7 192.3

UK & ROI CATTLE PRICES (W/E 13/03/2010)

Scotland 
Northern 
England

Midlands 
& Wales

Southern
England 

Northern 
Ireland

Rep of 
Ireland

Steers

U3 288.9 282.5 280.9 274.8 269.6 270.1
R3 286.0 276.8 271.1 267.1 266.8 259.4
R4 288.3 282.6 272.4 266.5 261.5 258.6
O3 273.3 262.2 257.4 253.4 255.2 243.3

Average 286.5 277.9 268.3 258.8 262.1 -

Heifers

U3 290.2 284.0 284.3 276.5 273.2 277.5
R3 285.2 276.2 269.7 264.8 266.8 266.5
R4 287.1 277.7 271.5 265.9 261.7 266.3
O3 265.7 264.9 260.1 251.9 253.7 249.7

Average 284.7 274.7 268.8 259.5 261.5 -

Young 
Bulls

U3 279.2 270.3 271.5 268.4 261.2 267.1
R3 272.9 259.9 261.7 263.9 256.4 260.9
O3 250.7 244.8 248.6 250.8 244.6 247.7

Average 260.0 250.2 253.2 253.2 252.9 -
Prime Cattle 

Price Reported 7,323 5,767 6,011 4,021 5,953 -

Cows

O3 192.1 212.1 200.4 195.1 203.6 213.0
O4 201.8 211.9 199.5 198.2 206.1 214.8
P2 153.2 174.0 168.1 168.5 157.9 186.5
P3 169.4 193.8 185.7 181.1 183.8 205.6

CCaattttllee NNuummbbeerrss TTiigghhtteenn

AAnnsswweerrpphhoonnee SSeerrvviiccee

FFaaccttoorryy QQuuootteess && 
MMaarrtt RReessuullttss 

UUppddaatteedd 55ppmm DDaaiillyy
NNeexxtt wweeeekk’’ss qquuootteess

aavvaaiillaabbllee eeaacchh FFrriiddaayy

TTeell::  002288 99226633 33001111

IN the second week of March, prices in Scotland continued to
ease back with the average steer and heifer price down by
approximately a penny.  A similar trend was evident in Northern

England while in the Midlands and Wales, the heifer price was
unchanged and the steer price was down by almost 2p/kg on
average.  This trend was reflected in NI where prices were back
on average for both steers and heifers.  In mid-March the Scottish
R3 steer price was 286p/kg, 19p/kg higher than the equivalent

price in NI.  However, it is worth noting that Scottish R3 steer
price fell in six of the seven weeks up to 13 March when it was
7.5p/kg lower than it was in the week ending 12 December.  In
mid-March, ROI U3 steer and heifer prices were higher than
prices in NI, with U3 heifers over 4p/kg higher in ROI in the week
ending 13 March.  

RoI and GB price comparisons

FFQQAASS HHeellpplliinnee
If you have had a recent
inspection and need help and
advice to rectify any non-
conformances, contact Seamus
on the FQAS helpline:
002288 99226633 33002244

Drop in beef demand from January to
February, but slight increase on last year

Source: Kantar Worldpanel
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DDiidd yyoouu kknnooww??

RReedd mmeeaatt ffrroomm ggrraassss--ffeedd
aanniimmaallss iiss aann eexxcceelllleenntt

ssoouurrccee ooff OOmmeeggaa--33.. 

FFoorr mmoorree iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn 
lloogg oonn ttoo wwwwww..llmmccnnii..ccoomm





THIS week prices have continued to be very strong in the
marts with high prices paid for both hoggets and spring
lambs.  In Saintfield on Tuesday 380 hoggets went through

the ring at a price of 385-423p/kg, while a pen of spring lambs
sold for 535p/kg.  In Rathfriland, on Tuesday night, there were
big numbers and good prices for the Hampshire Show and Sale.
The firm prices in the marts are a reflection of tight supply in the
market in general and strong demand from southern buyers
with exports of NI sheep to ROI for direct slaughter accounting
for 40 per cent of NI  production last week. 

LMC does not guarantee the accuracy
or completeness of any third party
information provided in or included
with this publication. LMC hereby
disclaims any responsibility for error,
omission or inaccuracy in the
information, misinterpretation or any
other loss, disappointment,
negligence or damage caused by
reliance on third party information.

NNoott ffoorr ffuurrtthheerr ppuubblliiccaattiioonn oorr
ddiissttrriibbuuttiioonn wwiitthhoouutt pprriioorr ppeerrmmiissssiioonn

ffrroomm  LLMMCC

CCoonnttaacctt uuss:: 

WWeebbssiittee:: wwwwww..llmmccnnii..ccoomm

TTeelleepphhoonnee:: 002288 99226633 33000000

FFaaxx:: 002288 99226633 33000011

FFQQAASS HHeellpplliinnee:: 002288 99226633 33002244

AAnnsswweerrpphhoonnee:: 002288 99226633 33001111

CCllaassssiiffiiccaattiioonn QQuueerriieess:: 002288 99226633 33001122

TThhiiss wweeeekk ’’ss mmaarrttss

TTeexxtt SSeerrvviiccee
FFrreeee PPrriiccee QQuuootteess sseenntt 
ttoo yyoouurr mmoobbiillee pphhoonnee 

ttwwiiccee wweeeekkllyy
EEmmaaiill -- bbuulllleettiinn@@llmmccnnii..ccoomm 

TTeell::  002288 99226633 33002200

Sheep Prices

THIS Wednesday most factories were quoting 430p/kg for
hoggets, with 440p/kg quoted for U3 carcases.  Some of the
plants are planning to kill spring lambs towards the end of

the week and the early indications are that quotes will be ranging
from 500-530p/kg.  Last week, with supply down by 11 per cent,
NI hogget prices rose to their highest value this year so far, at
424p/kg.  This price was 14p/kg higher than the price in GB
which was more-or-less unchanged from the previous week.  

Sheep

NNII AAvveerraaggee WWeeeekkllyy SShheeeepp PPrriiccee ((pp//kkgg CCWW))

NNII HHooggggeett SSllaauugghhtteerriinnggss ((‘‘000000 hheeaadd ppeerr  wweeeekk))

BBeeeeff mmaarrttss ((££//110000kkgg  lliivveewweeiigghhtt)) ((SSeevveenn DDaayyss EEnnddiinngg 2222//0033//1100))
FFiinniisshheedd CCaattttllee SSttoorree CCaattttllee DDrrooppppeedd CCaallvveess ((££//hheeaadd))

ffrroomm ttoo ffrroomm ttoo ffrroomm ttoo
SStteeeerrss SSttoorree bbuulllloocckkss uupp ttoo 440000kkgg CCoonnttiinneennttaall bbuullll ccaallvveess
1st quality 148 173 1st quality 157 197
2nd quality 137 147 2nd quality 137 156 1st quality 200 280
Friesians 111 136 2nd quality 175 195

SSttoorree bbuulllloocckkss 440000kkgg--550000kkgg
HHeeiiffeerrss 1st quality 169 191 CCoonnttiinneennttaall hheeiiffeerr ccaallvveess
1st quality 142 178 2nd quality 135 168
2nd quality 128 141 1st quality 175 305

SSttoorree bbuulllloocckkss oovveerr 550000kkgg 2nd quality 120 170
BBeeeeff CCoowwss 1st quality 160 173

2nd quality 137 159 FFrriieessiiaann bbuullll ccaallvveess
1st quality 115 156
2nd quality 100 114 SSttoorree hheeiiffeerrss uupp ttoo 445500kkgg 1st quality 115 155

1st quality 155 182 2nd quality 60 110
DDaaiirryy CCoowwss 2nd quality 130 154

HHoollsstteeiinn BBuullll CCaallvveess
1st quality 90 122 SSttoorree hheeiiffeerrss oovveerr 445500kkgg 1 100
2nd quality 70 89 1st quality 150 172

2nd quality 132 149

PPAAIIDD PPRRIICCEESS ((AAvveerraaggee)) PP//KKgg 
WW//EE 

0066//0033//1100
WW//EE 

1133//0033//1100
WW//EE 

2200//0033//1100

NI Liveweight 353.6p 366.6p 382.7p

NI Deadweight 400.3p 406.8p 424.3p

GB Deadweight 409.9p 410.8p 410.1p

Lamb demand under pressure in January &
February 2010...but expenditure holding up

THE MARKETS
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FFiigguurree 11.. GGBB RReettaaiill PPrriiccee ooff LLaammbb 
22000077--22001100 ((FFoouurr WWeeeekkllyy PPeerriiooddss))LAST week, hogget quotes in Northern Ireland hit

430p/kg and the factories are continuing to pay
that this week as supply remains tight.  The two

main factors behind this strong trade are the weak
pound and the structural decline in the lamb flock
locally and in the wider European market.  

With weak supply and strong demand for NI lambs
from southern buyers, farmgate prices are even
higher than 2009 levels.  The rising farmgate prices
are driving up retail prices and this has been
reflected in the Kantar Worldpanel data for the four
weeks ended 21 February 2010.  

The average retail price of lamb in GB in January and
February 2010 was £7.12/kg, four per cent higher
than February 2009 and £1 (17%) more expensive
than February 2008 (Figure 1).  
The impact of higher prices on the volume of lamb

purchased by consumers has been significant.  In the
four weeks ending 21 February 2010, GB consumers
purchased 7,109 tonnes of lamb.   This figure is five
per cent lower than the corresponding period in
2009.  The reduced volume sales is a reflection of
the fact that the number of consumers purchasing
lamb has fallen by two per cent compared to the
same period last year.  It would also appear that
those that are still eating lamb have reduced the
volume they are buying with the average weight
purchased falling by four per cent this February
compared to February last year. 

On a positive note, despite the reduced demand,
higher prices have meant that expenditure on lamb
has been sustained at levels similar to previous
years, with expenditure in February 2009 only one
per cent lower than in February 2008.  

Source: Kantar Worldpanel

WITH Easter just over a week away, the
industry will be keeping a keen eye on the
performance of the lamb market during its

peak season.  Seasonal trends in lamb sales have
been getting more pronounced over recent years
and the importance of the Easter trade is clearly
illustrated by the peaks around March / April time in
Figure 2.   A glance at Figure 1 shows that these
peaks in demand correspond with lower prices
which indicates that the strong Easter demand has
been driven to some extent by supermarket
promotions.  Looking at last Easter for example; the
average retail price of lamb dipped sharply in April
2009, to £5.77p/kg (over £1 lower than the
previous and subsequent months) presumably as

supermarkets put more lamb on promotion to
stimulate demand.  Much of the lamb that went on
promotion last year was New Zealand product.
Almost 67 per cent of lamb sold on promotion in GB
last Easter was New Zealand product.  In the
previous four week period, New Zealand lamb only
accounted for 30 per cent of lamb sold on
promotion.  In contrast, only 29 per cent of lamb
sold on promotion last Easter was home produced.  
With farmgate and retail prices surging ahead in
2010, the likelihood is that promotions will be a
feature of the trade this Easter, if consumer
demand is to match last year’s levels.  It is very
possible that once again, much of these promotions
will be on New Zealand product. 

Will Easter demand depend on promotions?

FFiigguurree 22.. GGBB VVoolluummee DDeemmaanndd ffoorr LLaammbb
22000077--22001100 ((FFoouurr WWeeeekkllyy PPeerriiooddss))

FFiigguurree 33.. GGBB CCoonnssuummeerr EExxppeennddiittuurree oonn LLaammbb
22000077--22001100 ((FFoouurr WWeeeekkllyy PPeerriiooddss))
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LLaammbb QQuuootteess

WW//EE 
1166//0033//1100

WW//EE 
2244//0033//1100

Hoggets 410p 420 - 430p

Spring Lamb - 500 - 530p

SSHHEEEEPP MMAARRTT PPRRIICCEESS SSEEVVEENN DDAAYYSS EENNDDEEDD 2233//0033//22001100

HHooggggeettss SSpprriinngg LLaammbb

NNoo.. FFrroomm TToo NNoo.. FFrroomm TToo

Wednesday Markethill 680 360 443

Thursday Downpatrick 185 369 419

Saturday Hilltown 490 386 423

Omagh 651 385 424

Monday Crumlin 802 390 442 17 470 492

Kilrea 750 390 428

Gortin 1420 390 430

Tuesday Saintfield 380 385 423 10 535 535

Lisahally 335 388 425

Rathfriland 780 353 419 211 440 650


