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NE of the consequences of the cold weather

in January was increased demand for beef

W|th consumers apparently eating their way
through more stewing, frying, grilling and mince beef
to see them through the snow and ice. Volume
demand for beef was up 8% compared to the
previous January and was at its highest level for
January for the last four years. This increase in
demand was naturally welcome for an industry that
has been put under pressure by weak demand
during the economic recession.

Moving into February there were some concerns
raised about poor demand in both NI and in GB and
some of the local factories reduced their quotes.
The figures certainly show that volume demand in
February was lower than that of January. However,
on a positive note, demand was slightly stronger
than in February 2009. This is encouraging,
although it appears to have been driven by lower
retail prices and not by a sustained shift in consumer

Figure 1. GB Retail Price of Beef
2007-2010 (Four Weekly Periods)
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Drop in beef demand from January to
February, but slight increase on last year

tastes following the high level of demand
experienced in January. If 2010 follows the typical
trend, demand will continue to fall into the summer.

In the four weeks ending 21 February 2010, retail
beef prices in GB were two per cent (12p/kg) lower
than in the same period last year. This may be partly
a consequence of reduced farmgate prices in GB,
where the average R3 heifer price was 6.5p/kg lower
in January/February 2010 compared to the same
period in 2009.

The reduced retail prices appear to have driven
increases in demand with GB consumers purchasing
over 25,000 tonnes of beef during the four weeks

Figure 2. GB Volume Demand for Beef
2007-2010 (Four Weekly Periods)
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ending 21 February. This figure is 321 tonnes higher
than the corresponding period last year (1% up).

With reference to specific cuts, it was increased
demand for mince and frying / grilling cuts that
drove the increased demand. Mince demand was
up by nearly six per cent in February 2010 compared
to last year with demand for frying / grilling cuts up
by 3.7 per cent. Compared with the same period last
year, roasting joints were down by six per cent and
stewing beef was down by 3.6 per cent.

With volume up by one per cent and retail price down
by two per cent, the net impact was a reduction in
beef expenditure in February of one per cent.

Figure 3. GB Consumer Expenditure on Beef
2007-2010 (Four Weekly Periods)
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previous and subsequent months) presumably as

will be on New Zealand product.
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Sheep Prices

Lamb Quotes

Finished Cattle Store Cattle Dropped Calves (£/head)
from to from to from to
Steers Store bullocks up to 400kg Continental bull calves
1st quality 148 173 1st quality 157 197
2nd quality 137 147 2nd quality 137 156 1st quality 200 280
Friesians 111 136 2nd quality 175 195
Store bullocks 400kg-500kg
Heifers 1st quality 169 191 Continental heifer calves
1st quality 142 178 2nd quality 135 168
2nd quality 128 141 1st quality 175 305
Store bullocks over 500kg 2nd quality 120 170
Beef Cows 1st quality 160 173
2nd quality 137 159 Friesian bull calves
1st quality 115 156
2nd quality 100 114 Store heifers up to 450kg 1st quality 115 155
1st quality 155 182 2nd quality 60 110
Dairy Cows 2nd quality 130 154
Holstein Bull Calves
1st quality 90 122 Store heifers over 450kg 1 100
2nd quality 70 89 1st quality 150 172
2nd quality 132 149
NI Hogget Slaughterings (‘000 head per week) Factories killing spring lambs this week
1 2002 1111 2010 HIS Wednesday most factories were quoting 430p/kg for
Thoggets, with 440p/kg quoted for U3 carcases. Some of the
plants are planning to kill spring lambs towards the end of
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This week$s marts 0
THIS week prices have continued to be very strong in the =0

marts with high prices paid for both hoggets and spring

lambs. In Saintfield on Tuesday 380 hoggets went through
the ring at a price of 385-423p/kg, while a pen of spring lambs e 11
sold for 535p/kg. In Rathfriland, on Tuesday night, there were 00
big numbers and good prices for the Hampshire Show and Sale.
The firm prices in the marts are a reflection of tight supply in the
market in general and strong demand from southern buyers 190
with exports of NI sheep to ROI for direct slaughter accounting
for 40 per cent of NI production last week.

the week and the early indications are that quotes will be ranging
from 500-530p/kg. Last week, with supply down by 11 per cent,
NI hogget prices rose to their highest value this year so far, at
424p/kg. This price was 14p/kg higher than the price in GB
which was more-or-less unchanged from the previous week.

NI Average Weekly Sheep Price (p/kg CW)
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W/E W/E
16/03/10 24/03/10
Hoggets 410p 420 -430p
Spring Lamb 500 - 530p
| PAID PRICES (Average) P/Kg |
W/E W/E W/E
06/03/10 13/03/10 20/03/10
NI Liveweight 353.6p 366.6p 382.7p
NI Deadweight 400.3p 406.8p 424.3p
GB Deadweight 409.9p 410.8p 410.1p
| SHEEP MART PRICES SEVEN DAYS ENDED 23/03/2010 |
Hoggets Spring Lamb
No. From To No. From To
Wednesday Markethill 680 360 443
Thursday Downpatrick 185 369 419
Saturday Hilltown 490 386 423
Omagh 651 385 424
Monday Crumlin 802 390 442 | 17 470 492
Kilrea 750 390 428
Gortin 1420 390 430
Tuesday Saintfield 380 385 423 | 10 535 535
Lisahally 335 388 425
Rathfriland 780 353 419 |211 440 650




