
WITH farmgate lamb prices on the rise again
in recent weeks, the question of the
sustainability of these increased prices is

relevant.  There is no doubt that even the most
efficient sheep producer needs every penny to
ensure that they break-even.  However, while lamb
demand has been stronger in recent weeks due to
falling supplies and the Muslim festival at the end
of the November, it is worth asking how sustainable
high lamb prices are in the long term.  
Looking at demand over the four weeks to the start
of November compared with the same period last
year, the volume of lamb purchased by consumers
was down by 2%, while retail prices were up by 3%.
This led to a 1% increase in expenditure compared
with the same period in 2008.  This is certainly
positive.  Moreover, this increase in expenditure has
been driven in the most part by an increase in the
consumption of lamb shoulder roasting joints, an
end of the market that suffered during the recession.
The increased demand for these joints has been at
the expense of demand for lower value cuts such as
mince and stewing lamb. 
While these developments are broadly positive,
analysis of this four-week period can be somewhat
misleading given that this data can be coloured by
short-term seasonal shifts in demand and the
impact of supermarket promotions.  Looking at the
12 week period to the start of November the picture
is less rosy.  During that period the price of lamb was
up by 5% compared to the previous year.  This led to
an 8% reduction in the volume of lamb purchased
and this in turn led to a reduction in consumer
expenditure of 3% compared to the same period in
2008.  For this reason, LMC will be undertaking
some PR activity to drive awareness of NI Farm

Quality Assured lamb over the next few weeks.  
These figures correspond with TNS figures which
show that over the last two years, demand for lamb
has been quite price sensitive.  In other words, a
price increase leads to a fall in demand that is
proportionately larger than the change in price.
With this in mind, ongoing increases in the retail
price of lamb have the potential to reduce the overall
value of the retail lamb market.  
This may explain why retailers have been so keen to
put lamb on promotion in 2009.  In the 12 weeks
ended 14th June 2009, the proportion of lamb on
promotion with GB multiple retailers was almost
50%, this figure is up by two thirds compared to the
same period in 2008.  While it is likely that a large
proportion of the lamb on promotion was frozen New
Zealand product, it is also likely that NI farmers paid

the price for these promotions as NI farmgate prices
fell sharply during this period.   
The proportion of lamb sold on promotion has fallen
between July and October, however, average retail
lamb prices have fallen generally during this period.
The fact that NI farmgate prices have remained
steady over the second half of the year is therefore
positive.  This means that producer’s share of the
retail price has increased and AHDB have verified
this with their report that the gap between producer
and retail prices narrowed from 55% in July to 52%
in September.  With GB consumers so responsive to
changes in the retail price of lamb, it is becoming
clear that improvements in efficiency and
maximising their return from the retail price have to
be the targets of NI producers, rather than increases
in the price paid by consumers. 
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All reported prices and quotes based on the UK C/W.

AT the start of this week, three plants raised their quotes
to 266p/kg for U3 prime cattle, plus an 8p/kg bonus
for in-spec carcases.  By mid-week all of the plants were

quoting this higher price.   This effectively means that the
U3 quote for in-spec cattle is 274p/kg and the higher quotes
reflect concerns that cattle are becoming more scarce (see
fall on chart). 

Last week there were slight increases in some prices.  The
U3 steer price was up by a penny and the average steer price
also up by almost a penny.  Heifer prices were unchanged on
average although the U2 price was down by three pence.
There were sharp increases in the price of O4L and O+4L
carcases, perhaps indicating that the plants are keener to
buy better finished carcases.  The young bull price continues
to fall, with U3 bulls down by almost 2p/kg since last week.  

Reports from GB suggest that the factories there are
following the lead of NI plants by applying greater deductions
on out of specification cattle.  These deductions are being
applied to over thirty month steers and heifers and to bulls
aged over 16 months.  With fewer over-age steers and
heifers in the GB slaughter mix, the focus seems to be more
on disincentivising the presentation of over-age young bulls
(over 16 months) with speculation that these cattle could
be subject to deductions of 80p/kg.  

IN the week ending 14 November, ROI steer and heifer prices
were the lowest in the British Isles.  In sterling terms, the ROI
U3 steer price was 52p/kg lower than the equivalent price in

Scotland while the difference in R4 steer prices was almost
55p/kg.  ROI domestic prices fell back in October to compensate
for the spike in the value of the euro and they haven’t really
bounced back following the weakening of the euro against

sterling in recent weeks.  These differentials may raise the
concern that lower ROI prices are dragging down NI prices.  NI
prices continue to lag behind GB prices, with southern England
prices well up last week, although NI cow prices remain the
highest in the British Isles. 

RoI and GB price comparisons

Diary dates

Comments:
bulletin@lmcni.com

FFQQAASS LLiiaaiissoonn OOffffiicceerr – not sure
what you need for your
inspection?

Had an inspection and you’re not
sure how to deal with the action
points?

Linda will be at the following
marts next week:

DDaayy WWeeeekk CCoommmmeenncciinngg
3300//1111//0099

Tuesday Markethill

Wednesday Dungannon

Friday Ballymena

Notes: 
(i) Prices are p/kg Sterling - ROI prices converted at 1 Euro= 89.8p Stg. 
(ii)Shading indicates a reduction on price reported in the previous bulletin. 
Further explanatory notes on these tables are available on request. 

Cattle

NNII CClleeaann CCaattttllee SSllaauugghhtteerriinnggss ((‘‘000000 hheeaadd ppeerr  wweeeekk))

NNII AAvveerraaggee WWeeeekkllyy CClleeaann CCaattttllee PPrriiccee ((pp//kkgg CCWW))

Retail lamb prices falling in Autumn

2007/2008 prices adjusted to provide a like-for-like comparison with
prices calculated under the new UK Dressing Specification. 

CCaattttllee QQuuootteess
LLaasstt WWeeeekk
1188//1111//0099

TThhiiss WWeeeekk
2255//1111//0099

U3 260-262p
+ 8p Bonus for in-spec 

266p 
+ 8p  Bonus for in-spec 

R3 254-256p 
+ 8p Bonus for in-spec 

260p 
+ 8p Bonus for in-spec 

O+3 248-250p 
+ 8p Bonus for in-spec 

254p 
+ 8p Bonus for in-spec 

Cows 205-214p 200-220p

PPrriicceess ((SStteeeerrss aanndd hheeiiffeerrss ccoommbbiinneedd))
WW//EE 

0077//1111//0099
WW//EE 

1144//1111//0099
WW//EE 

2211//1111//0099
U3 264.5p 264.2p 264.8p
R3 259.6p 259.6p 259.2p

O+3 253.2p 253.2p 253.8p

THE MARKETS

The NI Cattle Prices Table has been amended to include more detail with prices for a
wider range of grades provided.  If you need further information on prices contact the
LMC Technical Department on 028 9263 3000.

NI CATTLE PRICES (W/E 21/11/2009)
Steers Heifers Young Bulls Cows

U2 260.0 258.5 255.9 -
U3 262.3 267.2 255.2 220.1
U4L 254.3 262.1 247.3 219.8
R2 253.7 254.1 246.4 208.6
R3 258.5 259.8 249.7 218.3
R4L 254.8 256.0 236.4 218.0
O+2 247.3 244.0 244.9 206.1
O+3 254.0 253.5 244.2 211.3
O+4L 247.0 250.7 245.5 215.8

O3 241.2 240.6 239.5 200.3
O4L 233.9 238.6 233.5 204.2
P+2 - - 168.1
P+3 - 227.0 - 191.8

Average 254.2 255.0 247.5 183.4

UK & ROI CATTLE PRICES (W/E 14/11/2009)

Scotland 
Northern 
England

Midlands 
& Wales

Southern
England 

Northern 
Ireland

Rep of 
Ireland

Steers

U3 298.3 285.3 279.6 279.0 261.4 246.8
R3 292.8 279.8 273.3 271.9 258.8 241.5
R4 296.1 285.9 271.7 270.9 252.7 241.5
O3 281.5 268.7 258.6 260.1 246.8 229.6

Average 293.9 278.0 266.3 263.4 253.5 -

Heifers

U3 298.3 284.7 281.5 279.1 267.0 256.8
R3 291.7 278.1 270.0 270.6 260.3 248.8
R4 294.4 280.0 269.5 270.1 254.3 249.4
O3 272.5 268.7 257.6 259.3 250.2 235.4

Average 290.7 274.1 263.7 262.6 255.2 -

Young 
Bulls

U3 284.6 269.9 275.1 277.8 256.8 259.9
R3 280.2 265.5 266.0 269.5 251.2 252.1
O3 259.5 249.8 250.8 256.2 241.5 232.0

Average 269.2 258.5 260.3 253.6 249.3 -
Prime Cattle 

Price Reported 7,153 6,216 4,925 4,011 6,680 -

Cows

O3 186.6 193.3 190.3 178.7 201.9 192.7
O4 190.2 194.7 192.3 181.8 208.1 195.5
P2 141.4 155.4 157.2 142.9 164.4 166.0
P3 149.3 175.3 171.1 160.4 186.8 184.9

PPllaannttss rraaiissee qquuootteess bbyy 44pp//kkgg

GGBB RReettaaiill LLaammbb PPrriicceess 22000077--22000099
((FFoouurr WWeeeekk PPeerriiooddss)) 

Source: TNS
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PPrrooppoorrttiioonn ooff mmeeaatt ssoolldd oonn pprroommoottiioonn
iinn GGBB iinn 22000099

AAnnsswweerrpphhoonnee SSeerrvviiccee

FFaaccttoorryy QQuuootteess && 
MMaarrtt RReessuullttss 

UUppddaatteedd 55ppmm DDaaiillyy

NNeexxtt wweeeekk’’ss qquuootteess
aavvaaiillaabbllee eeaacchh FFrriiddaayy

TTeell::  002288 99226633 33001111







THIS week lamb prices remained reasonably strong in the
marts with the price in Crumlin and Kilrea similar to the
previous week.  However, in Crumlin numbers were much

lower this week with 400 fewer lambs through the ring.  On
Tuesday, prices in Saintfield were about 15p/kg lower than the
previous week although numbers through the ring were more or
less unchanged.  Strong fat ewe prices were reported in Kilrea
and Crumlin with top prices of £93 in both marts.  

LMC does not guarantee the accuracy
or completeness of any third party
information provided in or included
with this publication. LMC hereby
disclaims any responsibility for error,
omission or inaccuracy in the
information, misinterpretation or any
other loss, disappointment,
negligence or damage caused by
reliance on third party information.

NNoott ffoorr ffuurrtthheerr ppuubblliiccaattiioonn oorr
ddiissttrriibbuuttiioonn wwiitthhoouutt pprriioorr ppeerrmmiissssiioonn

ffrroomm LLMMCC

CCoonnttaacctt uuss:: 

WWeebbssiittee:: wwwwww..llmmccnnii..ccoomm

TTeelleepphhoonnee:: 002288 99226633 33000000

FFaaxx:: 002288 99226633 33000011

FFQQAASS HHeellpplliinnee:: 002288 99226633 33002244

AAnnsswweerrpphhoonnee:: 002288 99226633 33001111

CCllaassssiiffiiccaattiioonn QQuueerriieess:: 002288 99226633 33001122

TThhiiss wweeeekk ’’ss mmaarrttss

TTeexxtt SSeerrvviiccee
FFrreeee PPrriiccee QQuuootteess sseenntt 
ttoo yyoouurr mmoobbiillee pphhoonnee 

eeaacchh wweeeekk 
EEmmaaiill -- bbuulllleettiinn@@llmmccnnii..ccoomm 

TTeell::  002288 99226633 33002200

Sheep Prices

DEADWEIGHT lamb prices remained at the 330p/kg level
this week in three of the plants this week.  With the mart
trade gaining from strong demand from ROI exporters, the

factories have had to compete for lambs in recent weeks and
this has driven up deadweight prices.  Last week the reported NI
deadweight price was 328p/kg, 9p/kg higher than the previous
week.  The higher prices seem to have brought out more lambs
with throughput was up slightly last week.   

Sheep

NNII AAvveerraaggee WWeeeekkllyy SShheeeepp PPrriiccee ((pp//kkgg CCWW))

NNII SShheeeepp SSllaauugghhtteerriinnggss ((‘‘000000 hheeaadd ppeerr  wweeeekk))

BBeeeeff mmaarrttss ((££//110000kkgg  lliivveewweeiigghhtt)) ((SSeevveenn DDaayyss EEnnddiinngg 2233//1111//0099))
FFiinniisshheedd CCaattttllee SSttoorree CCaattttllee DDrrooppppeedd CCaallvveess ((££//hheeaadd))

ffrroomm ttoo ffrroomm ttoo ffrroomm ttoo
SStteeeerrss SSttoorree bbuulllloocckkss uupp ttoo 440000kkgg CCoonnttiinneennttaall bbuullll ccaallvveess
1st quality 142 171 1st quality 143 192
2nd quality 120 149 2nd quality 125 162 1st quality 200 315
Friesians 100 140 2nd quality 120 222

SSttoorree bbuulllloocckkss 440000kkgg--550000kkgg
HHeeiiffeerrss 1st quality 150 184 CCoonnttiinneennttaall hheeiiffeerr ccaallvveess
1st quality 145 162 2nd quality 118 149
2nd quality 122 145 1st quality 135 295

SSttoorree bbuulllloocckkss oovveerr 550000kkgg 2nd quality 65 195
BBeeeeff CCoowwss 1st quality 140 162

2nd quality 115 141 FFrriieessiiaann bbuullll ccaallvveess
1st quality 110 182
2nd quality 90 116 SSttoorree hheeiiffeerrss uupp ttoo 445500kkgg 1st quality 65 205

1st quality 140 178 2nd quality 25 148
DDaaiirryy CCoowwss 2nd quality 120 146

HHoollsstteeiinn BBuullll CCaallvveess
1st quality 88 107 SSttoorree hheeiiffeerrss oovveerr 445500kkgg 1 105
2nd quality 40 89 1st quality 134 170

2nd quality 117 150

LLaammbb QQuuootteess
LLaasstt WWeeeekk
1188//1111//0099

TThhiiss WWeeeekk
2255//1111//0099

Lamb 320-330p 330p

PPAAIIDD PPRRIICCEESS ((AAvveerraaggee)) PP//KKgg 
WW//EE 

0077//1111//0099
WW//EE 

1144//1111//0099
WW//EE 

2211//1111//0099

NI Liveweight 271.7p 291.6p 291.0p

NI Deadweight 305.0p 319.0p 327.7p

GB Deadweight 320.3p 334.2p 352.0p

DDeeaaddwweeiigghhtt llaammbb pprriicceess

EUROPEAN PRICE LEAGUE TABLE

THE MARKETS

IN terms of price competitiveness, NI’s position in the
EU has not changed in the last month with its R3
heifer prices ranked 10th in the European price

league table.  NI prices were about 20c/kg lower than
the European average this month while GB prices were
slightly higher than the EU average.  With sterling
making gains against the euro over the course of the

month and domestic R3 heifer prices rising due to the
impact of the new pricing structure, NI prices are now
8c/kg higher in euro terms.  
The figures show that Romanian and Lithuanian prices
are up sharply.  These changes are questionable and
may indicate an anomaly in the data supplied by these
countries . 

THERE has been considerable turmoil,
particularly among beef finishers,
over recent weeks following changes

in the payment structure for cattle. LMC
believes that over the long term the
changes move towards a rebalancing of
cattle values, to more appropriately reflect
the relative values in the marketplace. 

However, there is discontent regarding the
abruptness of the changes. It is, of course,
part of LMC’s role to advise producers on
the characteristics which livestock should
possess in order to be suitable for the
market. 

Against this background, and to allow
Northern Ireland producers to better
understand market requirements, we have
contacted all of the major customers,
buying beef from Northern Ireland, for an
update of their beef carcase specifications;
where they have such specifications. 

Once we receive this information, we will
publish it in the Bulletin – we expect that
this will allow both producers and
processors to align their businesses more
appropriately in regard to the production
and valuation of cattle. We expect to be
able to publish the information within the
next two weeks. 

Beef Carcase
Specifications

EU Deadweight Cattle Prices - Heifers R3 Equivalent - Prices in Euros
PPoossiittiioonn TThhiiss

MMtthh
PPoossiittiioonn LLaasstt

MMtthh CCoouunnttrryy PPrriiccee LLaasstt MMtthh 
((WW//EE 2244..1100..22000099))

PPrriiccee TThhiiss MMoonntthh 
((WW//EE 1144..1111..0099)) CChhaannggee oonn MMtthh

1 1 Greece 410.5 415.8 +5.3
2 2 Italy 400.4 403.7 +3.3
3 3 Luxembourg 327.7 327.3 -0.4
4 17 Romania 238.6 316.1 +77.5
5 4 France 315.0 313.0 -2.0
66 55 GGrreeaatt BBrriittaaiinn 330044..33 330099..22 +4.9
7 6 Finland 302.9 302.2 -0.7
8 7 Spain 294.2 294.9 +0.7
9 8 Germany 290.3 289.5 -0.8

1100 1100 NNoorrtthheerrnn IIrreellaanndd 228800..99 228888..66 +7.7
11 9 Denmark 281.4 282.2 +0.8
12 11 Austria 279.4 282.1 +2.7
1133 1122 IIrreellaanndd 227777..44 227755..55 -1.9
14 13 Belgium 269.0 269.0 -
15 14 Slovenia 268.9 267.5 -1.4
16 15 Sweden 247.9 251.4 +3.5
17 16 Netherlands 243.6 233.3 -10.3
18 18 Czech Republic 229.1 228.8 -0.3
19 19 Poland 217.6 221.5 +3.9
20 21 Lithuania 170.0 211.3 +41.3
21 20 Slovakia 210.3 210.3 -

EEUU AAvveerraaggee 306.7 307.8 +1.1
Official prices reported to the EC Dressing Specification

SSHHEEEEPP MMAARRTT PPRRIICCEESS SSEEVVEENN DDAAYYSS EENNDDEEDD 2244//1111//22000099

LLaammbbss

NNoo.. FFrroomm TToo

Wednesday Ballymena 1612 270 301

Newtownstewart 613 272 314

Markethill 980 293 309

Thursday Downpatrick 425 288 325

Saturday Hilltown 780 289 320

Donemana 1105 280 319

Swatragh 853 270 328

Omagh 1778 298 340

Monday Crumlin 920 280 320

Kilrea 900 286 316

Gortin 930 285 310

Tuesday Saintfield 789 263 318

Lisahally 315 278 312

Rathfriland 402 277 321

Source: EC


