
WHEN Foyle Meats announced that it was to
shut down its lamb processing operation at
the end of July there was some speculation

as to its likely impact on the trade in NI.  It is now
becoming clear that one consequence has been an
increase in the volume of lamb being exported to ROI
for direct slaughter.  

In the first fortnight of August last year, a total of
37,000 NI lambs were slaughtered in meat plants
north and south of the border.  Around a third of
these lambs were slaughtered in ROI meat plants,
while the remainder, over 25,000 head were
slaughtered in Northern Ireland plants. In the
corresponding week this year, there has been a
significant change in the trade.  Overall NI production
was lower with only 32,300 NI lambs slaughtered in
plants north and south of the border in the first two
weeks of August.  However, the big change is in
where these lambs are being slaughtered, with a
reversal in last August’s trends.  

This year, only 11,140 head (34%) were slaughtered
at plants in NI, while 21,160 (66%) were slaughtered
in ROI meat plants.  This development has not
happened all of a sudden and has occurred despite
a less favourable exchange rate situation.  Over the
year to date, 46% of NI lamb / hogget production has
been slaughtered in ROI.  The corresponding figure
for the same period last year was only 30%.  However
as Figures 1 and 2 show, there has been a sharp
increase in the number of lambs being exported to
ROI since the start of July.  

The catalyst for this development has probably been
the closure of Foyle’s lamb processing operation,
with some producer groups that had previously been
supplying Foyle, now taking lambs directly to plants
across the border.  Some lamb producers that would

previously have supplied Foyle directly may now
taking their lambs to the marts - where the majority
of finished lambs are bought by southern buyers.  

The remaining NI lamb slaughtering plants will be
anxious to protect their share of the lamb supply and
it is in this competitive environment that one plant
has introduced a bonus on in-spec lambs this week
(see Sheep markets below).  Factory buyers will be
hoping that this bonus will incentivise NI producers to
bring more lambs to the factory that fit retail
specifications.  With some ROI factories reducing
quotes in the middle of last week and reduced prices
in some of the marts, this timing of this bonus may
lead to an increase in the local lamb kill over the next
few weeks.  
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All reported prices and quotes based on the UK Dressing Spec.

THIS week the factories are quoting a base price of 250-
252p/kg for U3 steers and heifers, with the usual bonus of
8p/kg available for “in-spec” cattle.  This is only a slight

improvement on last week when one plant was quoting 248p/kg
for steers.     

Supply was tight last week, with only 7,400 cattle slaughtered
in NI.  The prime kill was 9% lower due to a substantial reduction
in the number of steers and young bulls slaughtered compared
to the previous week.  This reduced throughput may have been
driven by the ongoing poor prices.  The average steer price was
1p/kg lower last week, while U3 steer prices were 2p/kg lower
than the previous week.  U3 heifer prices were also lower,
although the overall average reported price of heifers was
0.6p/kg higher.  The average young bull price was slightly higher
also.  At current quotes it is difficult to see any increase in supply
this week, although it is possible that better deals are currently
available to regular suppliers.  

The cow kill was 6% lower last week with 1,430 cows
slaughtered in the NI plants.  Quotes for good cows remain
steady at 200-210p/kg although last week, prices for U and R
grade cows ranged between 210-220p/kg. 

Information

Comments:
bulletin@lmcni.com

Notes: 
(i) Prices are p/kg Sterling-ROI prices converted at 1 euro=82.14p Stg
(ii)Shading indicates a reduction on price reported in the previous bulletin. 
Further explanatory notes on these tables are available on request. 

Cattle

NNII CClleeaann CCaattttllee SSllaauugghhtteerriinnggss ((‘‘000000 hheeaadd ppeerr  wweeeekk))

NNII AAvveerraaggee WWeeeekkllyy CClleeaann CCaattttllee PPrriiccee ((pp//kkgg CCWW))

2007/2008 prices adjusted to provide a like-for-like comparison with
prices calculated under the new UK Dressing Specification. 

CCaattttllee QQuuootteess
LLaasstt WWeeeekk
1188//0088//1100

TThhiiss WWeeeekk
2255//0088//1100

U3 248 - 252p  
+ 8p bonus for in spec

250 - 252p  
+ 8p bonus for in spec

R3 242 - 246p
+ 8p bonus for in spec

244 - 246p
+ 8p bonus for in spec

O+3 236 - 240p
+ 8p bonus for in spec

238 - 240p
+ 8p bonus for in spec

Cows 200 - 210p 200 - 210p

PPrriicceess ((SStteeeerrss aanndd hheeiiffeerrss ccoommbbiinneedd))
WW//EE 

0077//0088//1100
WW//EE 

1144//0088//1100
WW//EE 

2211//0088//1100
U3 259.7p 257.9p 256.2p
R3 254.2p 253.1p 252.8p

O+3 247.3p 246.7p 247.5p

THE MARKETS

The NI Cattle Prices Table has been amended to include more detail with prices for a
wider range of grades provided.  If you need further information on prices contact the
LMC Technical Department on 028 9263 3000.

UU33 QQuuoottee:: 225500--225522pp//kkgg

NORTHERN Ireland prices were under pressure again last
week, with U3 steer and heifer prices lower than the
previous week.  This contrasted with GB where, for the

most part, prices were on the rise last week.  In Scotland the U3
heifer price increased by 3.1p/kg, while it was 4p/kg higher in
the midlands and 5p/kg higher in Southern England.  In NI, the
U3 heifer price fell by 1.3p/kg.  Average heifer prices were 2 -
5p/kg higher right across GB while NI showed a more modest
increase of 0.6p/kg.   These developments mean that the price

gap between here and GB has widened over the last week.  The
Scottish R4 steer price is now nearly 32p/kg higher than the
equivalent price in NI.  Over the last few weeks there has been a
slightly higher level of exports of live cattle to GB for direct
slaughter.  If these differentials persist, then there is some cause
to believe that the export trade to GB could gather pace in the
coming weeks.  

ROI & GB Price Comparisons

SUBSTANTIAL INCREASE IN LAMB
EXPORTS TO ROI

NI CATTLE PRICES (W/E 21/08/2010)
Steers Heifers Young Bulls Cows

U2 252.6 259.8 247.8 -
U3 254.7 257.7 249.0 219.4
U4L 249.4 254.4 243.9 217.9
R2 246.2 242.9 241.4 219.5
R3 252.5 253.1 242.2 211.4
R4L 248.3 249.8 239.3 215.8
O+2 238.5 236.6 234.8 194.5
O+3 247.0 247.9 236.6 207.0
O+4L 244.5 241.3 229.3 209.5
O4L 232.2 233.7 203.2
P+2 - - - 165.4
P+3 - - - 190.0

Average 247.1 247.9 240.6 190.7

UK & ROI CATTLE PRICES (W/E 21/08/2010)

Scotland 
Northern 
England

Midlands 
& Wales

Southern
England 

Northern 
Ireland

Rep of 
Ireland

Steers

U3 278.7 274.3 272.1 265.6 254.7 256.0
R3 276.6 268.9 262.4 256.4 252.5 247.0
R4 279.6 276.5 264.5 257.3 247.9 246.5
O3 263.4 262.6 250.0 243.2 239.7 232.3

Average 275.8 269.7 259.3 250.7 247.1 -

Heifers

U3 283.1 273.8 270.1 263.8 257.7 263.4
R3 275.1 274.5 262.2 256.2 253.1 253.6
R4 277.6 269.6 262.5 254.6 249.2 252.9
O3 257.4 253.7 248.5 238.8 244.1 239.2

Average 275.1 266.6 257.7 246.6 247.9 -

Young 
Bulls

U3 265.4 258.4 264.3 260.7 249.0 261.0
R3 262.0 250.7 254.2 252.1 242.2 251.0
O3 233.7 232.5 234.1 239.7 231.7 237.1

Average 254.3 244.8 241.8 243.9 240.6 -
Prime Cattle 

Price Reported 6,673 5,626 5,230 3,720 4,425 -

Cows

O3 194.6 203.6 195.6 189.0 201.2 205.5
O4 200.0 203.0 200.6 189.1 205.8 206.6
P2 144.4 170.9 173.3 159.2 160.2 184.1
P3 168.3 183.0 179.2 176.7 186.5 201.1

AAnnsswweerrpphhoonnee SSeerrvviiccee
FFaaccttoorryy QQuuootteess && 

MMaarrtt RReessuullttss 
UUppddaatteedd 55ppmm DDaaiillyy

NNeexxtt wweeeekk’’ss qquuootteess
aavvaaiillaabbllee eeaacchh FFrriiddaayy

TTeell::  002288 99226633 33001111

FFQQAASS HHeellpplliinnee
If you have had a recent
inspection and need help and
advice to rectify any non-
conformances, contact Seamus
on the FQAS helpline:
002288 99226633 33002244

DDiidd yyoouu kknnooww??

IItt iiss rreeccoommmmeennddeedd tthhaatt
aadduullttss ccoonnssuummee rreedd
mmeeaatt tthhrreeee ttiimmeess aa

wweeeekk!!

FFoorr mmoorree iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn 
lloogg oonn ttoo wwwwww..llmmccnnii..ccoomm

FFiigguurree 22..  WWeeeekkllyy PPrrooppoorrttiioonn ooff NNII llaammbbss SSllaauugghhtteerreedd iinn RROOII,,
JJaannuuaarryy -- AAuugguusstt 22000099 // 22001100

FFiigguurree 11..  WWeeeekkllyy TThhrroouugghhppuutt ooff NNII llaammbbss aatt NNII aanndd RROOII mmeeaatt ppllaannttss,, 
JJaannuuaarryy -- AAuugguusstt 22001100
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Source: DARD, ROI Dept AgricultureNote:  NI Figures also include lambs imported from ROI for direct slaughter which accounted for 681 head per week for 1st 6 mths of 2010. 





AT various points over the last number of years,
the Bulletin has provided an analysis of the
difference in prices quoted by the factories

and the prices actually paid.  This type of analysis
sometimes provided producers with an indication
as to whether they can expect to receive more than
the quoted price for their cattle.  

In the past such an analysis was reasonably
straightforward.  The factories provided a U3 quote
which was more or less comparable with the price
paid for U3 prime cattle.  When the reported prices
became available the following week, it was a
simple exercise of comparing what was quoted with
the actual price paid.

However, late last year the plants introduced a new
payment system which has made this type of
analysis more complex.  The factories still provide a
quote for U3 prime cattle.  However, this is a base
quote which is subject to bonuses and penalties.
Cattle that meet the specifications (on age, weight,

grade and FQAS) required by the factories are
awarded a bonus.  Cattle that are over-age /
overweight or not FQAS, are penalised.  These
bonuses and penalties are included in the reported
prices.  This system means that a like-for-like
comparison cannot be made between the base U3
quote and reported prices.  Last week, for example,
the factories quoted 248-252p/kg midweek for U3
steers and heifers.  However, because around 40%
of the cattle were “in-spec” and may have received
bonuses, the reported price for steers and heifers
(weighted average) was in fact higher at 255.5p/kg.   

Figure 3 below compares the median quote each
Wednesday since the start of the year with the
average reported steer / heifer price for same week.
The shaded area represents the differential
between quotes and the reported price.   The data
shows that over the course of the year, U3 steer and
heifer prices have been on average 4.9p/kg higher
than the offer quotes for U3 steers and heifers.  As
explained earlier, some of this differential can be

explained by the fact that the reported prices are
inclusive of all bonuses and penalties while base
quotes are not.  

However, Figure 3 clearly shows that the gap
between the quote and reported price recently
widened and in the first fortnight of August average
reported U3 prices were 7.5p/kg higher than the
corresponding median U3 quote. 

At first it is important to identify whether this was
because of any increase in the proportion of “in-
spec” cattle in the slaughter mix.  However, this was
not the case. In the first two weeks of August, 40%
of steers / heifers killed in-spec.  The average for
the year to date was about 43%.  If anything, this
ought to mean that the gap between base quotes
and reported prices should have been narrower at
that time.

With cattle availability tightening in early August, it
is possible that deals were done over and above the
quoted price and this may have meant that reported
prices held up despite the fact that quotes were
continuing to fall.  However, it may also have been
the case that some of the cattle slaughtered in early
August, were bought as part of deals made in late
July when prices were higher.  

Last week the reported U3 steer and heifer price
was down by 2p/kg on the previous week at
255.5p/kg.  The corresponding median quote from
the factories was 250p/kg.  This meant that the gap
between the median quote and reported steer /
heifer price was narrower at 5.5p.  However, this
remains higher than the average for the year to date
(4.9p/kg).  With this in mind, it is worth reminding
producers that at times of tight supply such as the
present, it is well worth pricing around as better
prices may be available, particularly for heifers.  

AT the start of this week lamb prices at the factories have
been under some pressure with reported prices from
Saintfield, Kilrea and Crumlin all lower than the previous

week.   This follows a reduction in quotes by some southern
plants in the middle of last week and with a large proportion
of NI lambs now going south (see above), this has an obvious
impact on the trade.  Last week in Saintfield lamb prices
ranged from 321 to 355p/kg.  This week prices were 298-
327p/kg.  In Crumlin last week, prices ranged from
330-381p/kg, this week prices were down to 300-338p/kg.  

LMC does not guarantee the accuracy
or completeness of any third party
information provided in or included
with this publication. LMC hereby
disclaims any responsibility for error,
omission or inaccuracy in the
information, misinterpretation or any
other loss, disappointment,
negligence or damage caused by
reliance on third party information.
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CCoonnttaacctt uuss:: 
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CCllaassssiiffiiccaattiioonn QQuueerriieess:: 002288 99226633 33001122

TThhiiss wweeeekk ’’ss mmaarrttss

TTeexxtt SSeerrvviiccee
FFrreeee PPrriiccee QQuuootteess sseenntt 
ttoo yyoouurr mmoobbiillee pphhoonnee 

ttwwiiccee wweeeekkllyy
EEmmaaiill -- bbuulllleettiinn@@llmmccnnii..ccoomm 

TTeell::  002288 99226633 33002200

Sheep Prices

Sheep

NNII AAvveerraaggee WWeeeekkllyy SShheeeepp PPrriiccee ((pp//kkgg CCWW))

NNII LLaammbb // HHooggggeett SSllaauugghhtteerriinnggss ((‘‘000000 hheeaadd ppeerr  wweeeekk))

BBeeeeff mmaarrttss ((££//110000kkgg  lliivveewweeiigghhtt)) ((SSeevveenn DDaayyss EEnnddiinngg 2233//0088//1100))
FFiinniisshheedd CCaattttllee SSttoorree CCaattttllee DDrrooppppeedd CCaallvveess ((££//hheeaadd))

ffrroomm ttoo ffrroomm ttoo ffrroomm ttoo
SStteeeerrss SSttoorree bbuulllloocckkss uupp ttoo 440000kkgg CCoonnttiinneennttaall bbuullll ccaallvveess
1st quality 148 162 1st quality 148 186
2nd quality 125 145 2nd quality 125 140 1st quality 220 355
Friesians - - 2nd quality 140 200

SSttoorree bbuulllloocckkss 440000kkgg--550000kkgg
HHeeiiffeerrss 1st quality 152 182 CCoonnttiinneennttaall hheeiiffeerr ccaallvveess
1st quality 145 176 2nd quality 120 142
2nd quality 120 141 1st quality 140 220

SSttoorree bbuulllloocckkss oovveerr 550000kkgg 2nd quality 75 135
BBeeeeff CCoowwss 1st quality 145 170

2nd quality 125 140 FFrriieessiiaann bbuullll ccaallvveess
1st quality 100 138
2nd quality 88 98 SSttoorree hheeiiffeerrss uupp ttoo 445500kkgg 1st quality 65 135

1st quality 140 171 2nd quality 35 58
DDaaiirryy CCoowwss 2nd quality 125 137

1st quality 70 110 SSttoorree hheeiiffeerrss oovveerr 445500kkgg
2nd quality 45 68 1st quality 142 168

2nd quality 120 138

PPAAIIDD PPRRIICCEESS ((AAvveerraaggee)) PP//KKgg 

WW//EE
0077//0088//22001100

WW//EE
1144//0088//22001100

WW//EE
2211//0088//22001100

NI Liveweight 328.9p 332.4p 326.1p

NI Deadweight 348.1p 356.9p 345.0p

GB Deadweight 368.9p 376.9p 366.2p

Difference between quotes and reported prices

THE MARKETS

LLaammbb qquuootteess hhoollddiinngg uupp

LLaammbb QQuuootteess
LLaasstt WWeeeekk 
1188//0088//1100

TThhiiss WWeeeekk 
2255//0088//1100

360-370p 350*-360p

WITH weaker mart prices over the last number of days, the
deadweight trade was given a boost by news that one plant
would be paying a bonus on in-spec lambs.  The bonus

specification is for lambs that kill between 17-21 kg, E U R, 2/3, are
FQAS approved (have had a continuous 60 day residency on an
FQAS farm or farms) and have been resident on the last farm for at
least 30 days.  The bonus payment is £4 per head and at current
prices this is worth 19-24p/kg.  This bonus is currently being paid
on a base price of 350p/kg.  The other plants are quoting 360p/kg.  

QQuu
oott

eess
 //

 RR
eepp

oorr
ttee

dd 
PPrr

iicc
eess

 ((pp
//kk

gg))

DD
iiffffeerreennccee bbeettww

eeeenn qquuoottee // rreeppoorrtteedd pprriiccee ((pp//kkgg))

FFiigguurree 33..  WWeeeekkllyy ddiiffffeerreennccee bbeettwweeeenn mmeeddiiaann UU33 qquuoottee aanndd aavveerraaggee rreeppoorrtteedd UU33 
sstteeeerr // hheeiiffeerr pprriiccee -- JJaannuuaarryy -- AAuugguusstt 22001100

* Subject to £4 bonus for “in-spec” lambs

SSHHEEEEPP MMAARRTT PPRRIICCEESS SSEEVVEENN DDAAYYSS EENNDDEEDD 2244//0088//22001100

LLaammbbss

NNoo.. FFrroomm TToo

Wednesday Ballymena 1403 300 341

Enniskillen 590 322 358

Newtownstewart 758 302 330

Markethill 650 320 360

Saturday Hilltown 1950 331 404

Donemana 1341 318 352

Swatragh 921 320 365

Omagh 927 359 425

Monday Crumlin 1312 300 338

Kilrea 1180 300 335

Gortin 1904 295 330

Tuesday Saintfield 938 298 327

Lisahally 783 300 328

Rathfriland 1100 292 371

Armoy 1040 300 325


