Diary dates

FQAS Liaison Officer - not sure
what you need for your
inspection?

Had an inspection and you'e not
sure how to deal with the action
points?

Linda will be at the following
marts next week:

Da Week Commencing
y 31/08/09
Tuesday Ballymena
Friday Draperstown

NI Red Meat Task Force
Update and Farm Walk
23 September 2009

at Greenmount Campus,
CAFRE and Abbey Farm

Further details later

LMC Review 2009
To engage in the LMC
Review, log on to:

www.Imcreview2009.co.uk

Comments:
bulletin@Imcni.com
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significantly over recent years. The figures for

the six months to the end of June 2009 show
a continuation of that trend with declining
registrations by beef sires and a slight increase in
dairy sired calf registrations.  The decline in beef
sired calf regjstrations since last year is significant. In
January-June 2008 there were over 232,000 beef
sired calves registered with DARD. In the same
period in 2009 this number had fallen to 204,000
head, a reduction of 28,000 head or 12 per cent.
One factor that may help offset the reduction in beef
sired calf births is the increase in the number of male
dairy sired calves registered in 2009. Male dairy
sired calf births are up by over 5,000 head in the first
half of the year. However, even in the highly unlikely
scenario that all of these calves fall into the beef
supply chain, this still means that there is a decline
of around 23,000 head in the birth of calves in 2009,

N orthern Irish calf birth registrations have fallen

Change in calf birth registrations, 2008/2009 (000’s)
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Reduced calf birth registrations in
first half of 2009

which will be available for slaughter in the coming
years.

The decline in beef sired calf registrations has been
ongoing since 2005 when direct subsidies were
decoupled from production. Decoupling removed the
incentive for farmers to maintain suckler cow
numbers and therefore calf births at 2005 levels as
their income under the Single Farm Payment was no
longer linked to production. While the decline in calf-
births in 2009 was driven in part by the ongoing
impact of decoupling, rising farm input costs in the
first half of 2008 also played a part in exacerbating

this trend. Rising fuel, feed and fertiliser costs offset
improvements in deadweight cattle prices in early
2008 and created a volatile environment for
producers. With stronger prices available for cull
cows, many producers made the decision to reduce
their herd rather than put cows back into calf. This
decline has serious implications for the NI beef
processing industry. The ongoing decline in calf
births has already manifested itself with prime cattle
slaughterings down 13 per cent since 2005. With
birth registrations falling heavily between 2008 and
2009, factory throughput of domestic cattle is

Continued on next page

Calf birth registrations 2000-2009 (000’s)
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(Seven Days Ending 24,/08/09) Sheep Prices

Finished Cattle Store Cattle Dropped Calves (£/head)
from to from to from to Lamb Quotes
Steers Store bullocks up to 400kg Continental bull calves ]
1st quality 141 160  1st quality 148 210 Last Week This Week
ond quality 125 145  2nd quality 128 188 st quality 220 310 19/08/09 26/08/09
Friesians 106 122 2nd quality 140 230
L 295- 295-
Store bullocks 400kg-500kg amb 95-300p 95-300p
Heifers 1st quality 150 195 Continental heifer calves
1st quality 140 173 2nd quality 126 162
2nd quality 118 142 1st quality 125 255 | PAID PRICES (Average) P/Kg |
Store bU"OCkS over 500kg 2nd quality 65 198 W/E W/E W/E
Beef Cows 1st quality 140 176 07/08/09 14/08/09 21/08/09
2nd quality 122 172 Fresian bull calves
1st quality 115 140 NI Liveweight 253.09p 268.97p 265.7p
2nd quality 90 114 Store heifers up to 450kg 1st quality 50 105 NI Deadweight 283.16p 297.20p 299.0p
1st quality 138 158 2nd quality 20 48
Dairy Cows 2nd quality 115 137 GB Deadweight 315.20p 327.70p 326.7p
Holstein Bull Calves
1st quality 88 115 Store heifers over 450kg 10 20
2nd quality 58 99 1st quality 140 171 SHEEP MART PRICES SEVEN DAYS ENDED 25/08/2009
2nd quality 120 144 Lambs
No. From To
NI Sheep Slaughterings (‘000 head per week) Deadweight lamb prices Wednesday Ballymena 1820 245 206
-] 2007 008 anos HIS week the factories are quoting 295-300p/kg for lambs Newtownstewart 744 250 282
75 k having quoted the same last week. Farmers will welcome )
) the reports that some plants are paying up to 22kg which Markethill 800 250 299
20 1 ) will benefit producers with heavier lambs. Last week’s reported .
5 | . price in GB was 327p/kg, well ahead of prices in NI, although Thursday ~ Downpatrick 420 260 285
K e, i R there were some reports that GB lamb prices were softening this .
16 4 w . week. Saturday Hilltown 989 255 313
] Omagh 1540 319 350
J F M A 8 J 4 8 = O M D NI Average Weekly Sheep Price (p/kg CW) &
420 . - OROT ] W Monday Crumlin 1108 270 298
_-"'- i
This weeks marts =0 =\ Kilrea 850 268 203
e o~ 2\ Gorti 1267 276 302
I N the early trade in the sheep marts this week, numbers 0 " 1_\\ ortn
through the rings were down slightly with only 540 lambs in - o e
Saintfield and 850 lambs in Kilrea. In Saintfield this 1 _ i Tuesday Saintfield 540 264 295
represented a 38 per cent reduction on the previous week, with - . T S . ) )
numbers in Kilrea down by nearly 600. Prices remain strong =0 h : Trpent Lisahally 1015 210 300
however, with the best lambs in Saintfield getting 295p/kg, 180 Rathfriland 1116 253 310

slightly better than last week’s prices.




