
Northern Irish calf birth registrations have fallen
significantly over recent years.  The figures for
the six months to the end of June 2009 show

a continuation of that trend with declining
registrations by beef sires and a slight increase in
dairy sired calf registrations.     The decline in beef
sired calf registrations since last year is significant.  In
January-June 2008 there were over 232,000 beef
sired calves registered with DARD.  In the same
period in 2009 this number had fallen to 204,000
head, a reduction of 28,000 head or 12 per cent.
One factor that may help offset the reduction in beef
sired calf births is the increase in the number of male
dairy sired calves registered in 2009.  Male dairy
sired calf births are up by over 5,000 head in the first
half of the year.  However, even in the highly unlikely
scenario that all of these calves fall into the beef
supply chain, this still means that there is a decline
of around 23,000 head in the birth of calves in 2009,

which will be available for slaughter in the coming
years.  
The decline in beef sired calf registrations has been
ongoing since 2005 when direct subsidies were
decoupled from production.  Decoupling removed the
incentive for farmers to maintain suckler cow
numbers and therefore calf births at 2005 levels as
their income under the Single Farm Payment was no
longer linked to production.  While the decline in calf-
births in 2009 was driven in part by the ongoing
impact of decoupling, rising farm input costs in the
first half of 2008 also played a part in exacerbating

this trend.  Rising fuel, feed and fertiliser costs offset
improvements in deadweight cattle prices in early
2008 and created a volatile environment for
producers.  With stronger prices available for cull
cows, many producers made the decision to reduce
their herd rather than put cows back into calf.    This
decline has serious implications for the NI beef
processing industry.  The ongoing decline in calf
births has already manifested itself with prime cattle
slaughterings down 13 per cent since 2005.  With
birth registrations falling heavily between 2008 and
2009, factory throughput of domestic cattle is
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THIS week factory quotes for U3 grade prime cattle
have been stable at  260-262p/kg, following an
increase in quotes from the factories at the start of

last week.  These increased quotes have been reflected
in an increase in prime cattle prices which were up
generally last week.  

There was a sharp increase in O3 grade steer prices last
week with prices rising by five pence per kilo.  R3 grade
steers were up by four pence and the U3 steer price
increased by almost three pence per kilo last week.
Heifer prices were more buoyant.  The U3 heifer price
was up by almost six pence per kilo, while the O2 heifer
price was up by 7.5p/kg last week.  The strong heifer
prices last week meant that U3 heifers were valued at
four pence per kilo more than steers. Young bull prices
were also better last week, with R3 young bulls getting
seven pence per kilo more than the previous week,
although O grade bulls actually fell in price by a few
pence. Cow prices are also performing well. O2 and P2
grade cows were up by 11-13p/kg last week, with
factories paying up to 200p/kg for O2 grade cows.  

On another positive note, the Euro has made some gains
against Sterling in recent days which should encourage
more demand for NI beef in the short term. 

IN the week ending 14 August a significant gap remained
between NI and GB beef prices.  The R4 steer price in Scotland
is worth highlighting at almost 294p/kg, more than 40p/kg

higher than in NI despite a slight price increase in NI during the
week concerned. While average prices in NI were up by around
2p/kg, average steer and heifer prices around GB were up by 5-

8p/kg.  The sharpest price increases were in Southern England
where steer and heifer prices were up by more than eight pence.
Prime cattle prices in ROI remain much lower than in NI, with the
U3 steer price 13p/kg lower there in sterling terms. 

RoI and GB price comparisons

Diary dates

Comments:
bulletin@lmcni.com

FFQQAASS LLiiaaiissoonn OOffffiicceerr – not sure
what you need for your
inspection?

Had an inspection and you’re not
sure how to deal with the action
points?

Linda will be at the following
marts next week:

DDaayy WWeeeekk CCoommmmeenncciinngg
3311//0088//0099

Tuesday Ballymena

Friday Draperstown

NNootteess 
(i) Prices are p/kg Sterling;ROI prices converted at 1 Euro=  85.83p Stg. 
(ii) ROI prices are exclusive of 5.2% VAT. 
(iii) “4” includes 4L/4H; “O” includes O+/O/O-. “U” includes U+/U/U-:“P” includes
P+/P/P-
(iv) Prices are the total price paid inclusive of bonuses and top-ups.  
(v) Sources: AHDB, LMC & Irish Dept of Agriculture.
(vi) Approximately 79% of NI and 60% of GB prime cattle are price reported.  
(vii) The average price displayed is the average price across all grades of cattle.
(viii) Shaded areas indicate a reduction on the price reported in the previous Bulletin.
For ROI, the shading applies to the original price quoted in Euros.
(ix) All prices are based on the UK Dressing Specification. ROI prices have
been converted using the appropriate coefficients. 

Cattle
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NNII RReedd MMeeaatt TTaasskk FFoorrccee 
UUppddaattee aanndd FFaarrmm WWaallkk
2233 SSeepptteemmbbeerr 22000099

aatt GGrreeeennmmoouunntt CCaammppuuss,,
CCAAFFRREE aanndd AAbbbbeeyy FFaarrmm

FFuurrtthheerr ddeettaaiillss llaatteerr

Reduced calf birth registrations in
first half of 2009

UK & ROI CATTLE PRICES (W/E 14/08/2009)

Scotland 
Northern 
England

Midlands 
& Wales

Southern
England 

Northern 
Ireland

Rep of 
Ireland

Steers

U3 294.5 282.1 281.4 277.6 258.7 249.2
R3 291.4 276.7 272.7 271.7 253.0 240.4
R4 293.6 283.5 272.6 271.7 250.5 240.2
O3 279.3 276.7 261.0 262.1 242.3 228.4

Average 291.3 279.5 267.8 265.9 249.4 -

Heifers

U3 295.4 284.9 281.2 279.4 260.0 254.5
R3 288.2 277.6 272.9 270.9 254.7 245.6
R4 291.1 277.2 271.2 271.0 253.6 246.1
O3 275.3 274.2 258.2 259.2 245.2 231.5

Average 288.5 278.4 265.0 264.1 251.0 -

Young 
Bulls

U3 285.1 272.3 275.9 275.8 258.2 270.0
R3 280.3 264.5 268.6 268.8 247.1 260.0
O3 265.5 251.3 254.4 256.4 245.0 231.5

Average 277.3 261.1 266.8 263.4 250.5 -
Prime Cattle 

Price Reported 5,990 4,720 3,386 3,365 3,072 -

Cows

O3 205.9 218.4 204.4 192.8 202.7 188.8
O4 213.3 218.2 205.3 198.8 204.5 190.6
P2 161.9 172.4 176.1 155.2 156.6 166.3
P3 168.3 198.7 188.6 178.0 184.1 183.8

Factories quotes stable
this week

2007/2008 prices adjusted to provide a like-for-like comparison with prices
calculated under the new UK Dressing Specification. 

CCaattttllee QQuuootteess
LLaasstt WWeeeekk
1199//0088//0088

TThhiiss WWeeeekk
2266//0088//0099

U3 258-262p 260-262p
R3 252-256p 254-256p

O+3 246-250p 248-250p
Cows 205-214p 205-214p

PPrriicceess ((SStteeeerrss aanndd hheeiiffeerrss ccoommbbiinneedd))

WW//EE 
0077//0088//0099

WW//EE 
1144//0088//0099

WW//EE 
2211//0088//0099

U3 257.3p 259.4p 263.5p

R3 251.7p 253.6p 257.7p

O+3 241.1p 243.8p 248.2p

LLMMCC RReevviieeww 22000099
TToo eennggaaggee iinn tthhee LLMMCC

RReevviieeww,, lloogg oonn ttoo::

wwwwww..llmmccrreevviieeww22000099..ccoo..uukk

Last week the NI cattle prices published were for the last week in July.  Apologies for
any inconvenience caused.

NI CATTLE PRICES (W/E 21/08/2009)
Steers Heifers Young Bulls Cows

U3 261.3 265.7 260.2 -
U4 255.4 256.7 - -
R3 256.7 258.7 254.2 -
R4 252.2 254.0 - -
O3 247.0 249.4 243.5 205.7
O4 245.7 243.6 - 209.9
P2 - - - 169.3
P3 - - - 192.2

Average 252.8 254.3 250.9 194.7

CChhaannggee iinn ccaallff bbiirrtthh rreeggiissttrraattiioonnss,, 22000088//22000099 ((000000’’ss)) CCaallff bbiirrtthh rreeggiissttrraattiioonnss 22000000--22000099 ((000000’’ss))
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LMC does not guarantee the accuracy
or completeness of any third party
information provided in or included
with this publication. LMC hereby
disclaims any responsibility for error,
omission or inaccuracy in the
information, misinterpretation or any
other loss, disappointment,
negligence or damage caused by
reliance on third party information

NNoott ffoorr ffuurrtthheerr ppuubblliiccaattiioonn oorr
ddiissttrriibbuuttiioonn wwiitthhoouutt pprriioorr ppeerrmmiissssiioonn

ffrroomm LLMMCC

CCoonnttaacctt uuss:: 

WWeebbssiittee:: wwwwww..llmmccnnii..ccoomm

TTeelleepphhoonnee:: 002288 99226633 33000000

FFaaxx:: 002288 99226633 33000011

FFQQAASS HHeellpplliinnee:: 002288 99226633 33002244

AAnnsswweerrpphhoonnee:: 002288 99226633 33001111

CCllaassssiiffiiccaattiioonn QQuueerriieess:: 002288 99226633 33001122

IN the early trade in the sheep marts this week, numbers
through the rings were down slightly with only 540 lambs in
Saintfield and 850 lambs in Kilrea. In Saintfield this

represented a 38 per cent reduction on the previous week, with
numbers in Kilrea down by nearly 600.  Prices remain strong
however, with the best lambs in Saintfield getting 295p/kg,
slightly better than last week’s prices. 

TThhiiss wweeeekk ’’ss mmaarrttss

TTeexxtt SSeerrvviiccee
FFrreeee PPrriiccee QQuuootteess sseenntt 
ttoo yyoouurr mmoobbiillee pphhoonnee 

eeaacchh wweeeekk 
EEmmaaiill -- bbuulllleettiinn@@llmmccnnii..ccoomm 

TTeell::  002288 99226633 33002200

Sheep Prices

THIS week the factories are quoting 295-300p/kg for lambs
having quoted the same last week.  Farmers will welcome
the reports that some plants are paying up to 22kg which

will benefit producers with heavier lambs.  Last week’s reported
price in GB was 327p/kg, well ahead of prices in NI, although
there were some reports that GB lamb prices were softening this
week. 

Sheep

NNII AAvveerraaggee WWeeeekkllyy SShheeeepp PPrriiccee ((pp//kkgg CCWW))

NNII SShheeeepp SSllaauugghhtteerriinnggss ((‘‘000000 hheeaadd ppeerr  wweeeekk))

FFQQAASS:: PPEERRFFOORRMMAANNCCEE MMOONNIITTOORRIINNGG

BBeeeeff mmaarrttss ((££//110000kkgg  lliivveewweeiigghhtt)) ((SSeevveenn DDaayyss EEnnddiinngg 2244//0088//0099))
FFiinniisshheedd CCaattttllee SSttoorree CCaattttllee DDrrooppppeedd CCaallvveess ((££//hheeaadd))

ffrroomm ttoo ffrroomm ttoo ffrroomm ttoo
SStteeeerrss SSttoorree bbuulllloocckkss uupp ttoo 440000kkgg CCoonnttiinneennttaall bbuullll ccaallvveess
1st quality 141 160 1st quality 148 210
2nd quality 125 145 2nd quality 128 188 1st quality 220 310
Friesians 106 122 2nd quality 140 230

SSttoorree bbuulllloocckkss 440000kkgg--550000kkgg
HHeeiiffeerrss 1st quality 150 195 CCoonnttiinneennttaall hheeiiffeerr ccaallvveess
1st quality 140 173 2nd quality 126 162
2nd quality 118 142 1st quality 125 255

SSttoorree bbuulllloocckkss oovveerr 550000kkgg 2nd quality 65 198
BBeeeeff CCoowwss 1st quality 140 176

2nd quality 122 172 FFrreessiiaann bbuullll ccaallvveess
1st quality 115 140
2nd quality 90 114 SSttoorree hheeiiffeerrss uupp ttoo 445500kkgg 1st quality 50 105

1st quality 138 158 2nd quality 20 48
DDaaiirryy CCoowwss 2nd quality 115 137

HHoollsstteeiinn BBuullll CCaallvveess
1st quality 88 115 SSttoorree hheeiiffeerrss oovveerr 445500kkgg 10 90
2nd quality 58 99 1st quality 140 171

2nd quality 120 144

LLaammbb QQuuootteess

Last  Week
19/08/09

This Week
26/08/09

Lamb 295-300p 295-300p

PPAAIIDD PPRRIICCEESS ((AAvveerraaggee)) PP//KKgg 

WW//EE 
0077//0088//0099

WW//EE 
1144//0088//0099

WW//EE 
2211//0088//0099

NI Liveweight 253.09p 268.97p 265.7p

NI Deadweight 283.16p 297.20p 299.0p

GB Deadweight 315.20p 327.70p 326.7p

destined to be even lower in the years 2010-
2012.  NI factories are currently operating below
capacity and this reduction in cattle availability
will mean that some factories will struggle to
maintain current levels of throughput.  The gap
between capacity and production will widen and
overhead costs per unit will increase unless the
plants can find other sources of raw material.
One alternative source is imports.  Farmers have
been increasing the numbers of store cattle that
they import to NI farms in 2009 while processors
have also been increasing the numbers imported
for direct slaughter.  There has been a sharp
increase in the number of calves imported to NI
farms.  In the first five months of 2009 nearly
4,000 head were imported, compared to around
300 head in the same period last year.  However,
not all of these imports are beef calves and even
if they were, these imports would not offset the
sharp reduction in the availability of cattle for
slaughter caused by reduced calf births.   In the
short term, the reduction in calf births could have
positive implications for farmgate prices.  In an
environment where cattle availability is falling
throughout GB and Europe, factories will have to
compete more vigorously for cattle and this could
drive up producer prices.  However, in the long
term the higher processing overhead costs are
likely to peg-back any farmgate price increases
that could materialise from greater competition.
Significant processing overcapacity and the
reduced supply from lower calf births could also
lead to plant closures or mergers. 

Reduced calf birth
registrations in first half

of 2009

DDeeaaddwweeiigghhtt llaammbb pprriicceess

ANNUAL performance monitoring figures for the NI
Beef and Lamb Farm Quality Assurance Scheme
(NIFQAS) show that for the 12 month period

ending July 2009 there were 10,226 farmers
participating in the scheme. Participation tends to
follow a very similar pattern to the size of the farming
sector in Northern Ireland, with a 10% reduction in
participation observed when compared to the 12 month
period ending July 2004. Participation in the scheme
remains entirely voluntary but it is clear from the
participation figures that producers continue to
recognise the importance of being able to supply quality
assured livestock to processors who must service a
range of food service and retail customers where farm
assurance is a basic requirement of trade.

The scheme is independently accredited to the
European Product Certification Standard EN45011 and
LMC, which owns the scheme on behalf of the NI beef
and sheep meat industry, currently contracts Northern
Ireland Food Chain Certification (NIFCC) to provide
registration, inspection and certification for the NIFQAS.
During the 12 month period ending July 2009 there
were 8022 inspections of scheme participants
conducted by NIFCC. In line with official requirements
6814 of these inspections were 18 month surveillance
visits, 1052 were spot checks and 156 were initial
inspections of new applicants to the scheme.   

Looking at producer conformance to the NIFQAS
standard the number of farms with no non-
conformances at inspection was 24.5% over the 12
month period ending July 2009, which is an
improvement from 18.6% in the corresponding period
12 months earlier. In the vast majority of non-
conformance cases the supply of documentary

evidence and photographs resolves most of the
outstanding matters from inspections.  However, for the
12 month period ending July 2009 there were 137
participants whose memberships were revoked for
failing to rectify outstanding non-conformances.  

An upcoming article in FQAS corner will detail the main
non-conformances identified at farm inspections over
the previous 12 month period. Participants often
express frustration to LMC at certain issues highlighted
during farm inspections by NIFCC, but it is worth
remembering that NIFCC inspectors cannot offer advice
to participants at an inspection, as NIFCC must remain
independent and impartial. As scheme owners LMC
provides a Farm Liaison Officer and a FQAS Helpline
service to give participants an opportunity to seek help
and advice either before or after an inspection by
NIFCC. Details of Farm Liaison Officer attendance at
livestock markets, and the FQAS Helpline number are
published in the LMC Bulletin every week. 

Continued from previous page

SSHHEEEEPP MMAARRTT PPRRIICCEESS SSEEVVEENN DDAAYYSS EENNDDEEDD 2255//0088//22000099

LLaammbbss

NNoo.. FFrroomm TToo

Wednesday Ballymena 1820 245 296

Newtownstewart 744 250 282

Markethill 800 250 299

Thursday Downpatrick 420 260 285

Saturday Hilltown 989 255 313

Omagh 1540 319 350

Monday Crumlin 1108 270 298

Kilrea 850 268 293

Gortin 1267 276 302

Tuesday Saintfield 540 264 295

Lisahally 1015 270 300

Rathfriland 1116 253 310


