
LAST week the Bulletin looked at Kantar’s latest
figures for GB beef demand which showed an
improvement on 2009 levels during April.  This

week, the focus is on lamb demand, and with
farmgate prices currently at very high levels, farmers
will be interested to see what impact these higher
farmgate prices are having on prices at a retail level
and any consequent impact upon demand,
particularly on the crucial Easter trade.  

Over the last few years, there has been a steady
increase in the retail price of lamb, as higher
farmgate prices have been passed onto consumers.
This is clearly illustrated in Figure 1 below and it is
fairly clear that the first few months of 2010 were no
exception with the average retail price generally
higher than during the corresponding period in 2009.  

During the four week period ending 19 April (which

included Easter) the retail price of lamb fell sharply
compared to prices in the first quarter of 2010.  This
was very similar to the trend in 2009, with retailers
putting a greater volume of lamb on promotion for
the Easter market (particularly New Zealand product
which accounted for 85% of lamb on promotion
during the four week period ending 19 April).  

The reduced prices and increased promotional
activity caused increased demand compared to
previous weeks.   However, with average prices over
the Easter period 5% higher than during the same
period in 2009, demand did not reach the same high
levels of last year and volume sales were 8% lower.  

The combination of higher prices and reduced
demand meant that consumer expenditure on lamb
during the four week period ending 19 April, was £61
million, 3% lower than during the corresponding
period last year.  

These figures give a clear indication as to current
trends in the retail lamb market in GB. However, with
a large proportion of NI product being exported to
Europe via ROI and imported lamb accounting for a
large proportion of GB sales over the Easter period, it
is worth noting that these figures only provide a part
of the picture when it comes to understanding trends
in demand for NI produced lamb.  
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All reported prices and quotes based on the UK Dressing Spec.

LAST week, there was considerable variation in the U3
quotes being offered by plants, with some plants quoting
260p/kg and others quoting 262-264p/kg.  Early this

week, all of the plants were at 260p/kg and quotes remained
at that level on Wednesday.   

Last week, reported U3 steer and heifer prices were down by
around 3.5p/kg.  The reported average heifer prices fell by
nearly 2p/kg compared to the previous week.  However,
despite the reduced U3 quote, average steer prices were more
or less unchanged with strong increases in the price paid for
R2, O+3 and O4L steers.  Average cow prices increased
strongly last week, with the reported average price up by
5p/kg.  

Despite the reduced prime cattle prices, the factories have
managed to avail of a consistent, albeit lower supply.  Prime
cattle throughput was steady at around 7,200 head in each of
the last three weeks.  However, throughput was 13.5% lower on
average during this period than during the last three weeks of
April, when weekly prime cattle throughput averaged 8,375
head per week. 

Diary Dates

Comments:
bulletin@lmcni.com

Notes: 
(i) Prices are p/kg Sterling - ROI prices converted at 1 Euro=86.14p Stg. 
(ii)Shading indicates a reduction on price reported in the previous bulletin. 
Further explanatory notes on these tables are available on request. 

Cattle

NNII CClleeaann CCaattttllee SSllaauugghhtteerriinnggss ((‘‘000000 hheeaadd ppeerr  wweeeekk))

NNII AAvveerraaggee WWeeeekkllyy CClleeaann CCaattttllee PPrriiccee ((pp//kkgg CCWW))

2007/2008 prices adjusted to provide a like-for-like comparison with
prices calculated under the new UK Dressing Specification. 

CCaattttllee QQuuootteess
LLaasstt WWeeddnneessddaayy 

1199//0055//1100
TThhiiss WWeeddnneessddaayy 

2266//0055//1100

U3 260 - 264p 
+ 8p bonus for in spec

260p  
+ 8p bonus for in spec

R3 254 - 258p
+ 8p bonus for in spec

254p
+ 8p bonus for in spec

O+3 248 - 252p
+ 8p bonus for in spec

248p
+ 8p bonus for in spec

Cows 205 - 220p 205 - 220p

PPrriicceess ((SStteeeerrss aanndd hheeiiffeerrss ccoommbbiinneedd))
WW//EE 

0088//0055//1100
WW//EE 

1155//0055//1100
WW//EE 

2222//0055//1100
U3 273.9p 270.2p 266.6p
R3 270.0p 265.9p 263.9p

O+3 263.2p 259.2p 258.5p

THE MARKETS

The NI Cattle Prices Table has been amended to include more detail with prices for a
wider range of grades provided.  If you need further information on prices contact the
LMC Technical Department on 028 9263 3000.

NI CATTLE PRICES (W/E 22/05/2010)
Steers Heifers Young Bulls Cows

U2 262.8 270.3 258.6 -
U3 265.2 267.9 259.6 226.7
U4L 259.3 264.1 255.2 223.3
R2 260.7 257.9 251.3 223.7
R3 264.1 263.7 252.5 225.6
R4L 261.9 260.0 245.7 221.6
O+2 252.8 250.0 245.9 176.9
O+3 260.9 256.1 245.9 221.6
O+4L 254.9 249.5 236.0 223.2
O4L 250.6 241.0 238.0 209.4
P+2 - - - 171.3
P+3 - - - 196.4

Average 259.9 259.8 248.6 200.5

UK & ROI CATTLE PRICES (W/E 22/05/2010)

Scotland 
Northern 
England

Midlands 
& Wales

Southern
England 

Northern 
Ireland

Rep of 
Ireland

Steers

U3 280.9 271.5 270.8 265.3 265.2 263.9
R3 277.6 269.8 260.8 258.5 264.1 254.7
R4 280.3 278.8 262.3 256.9 261.7 253.6
O3 266.1 258.7 246.3 244.6 253.4 239.8

Average 278.5 271.8 259.4 250.4 259.9 -

Heifers

U3 284.7 271.9 270.5 263.5 267.9 270.0
R3 276.6 267.3 259.6 257.4 263.7 260.4
R4 280.0 268.7 260.4 256.5 259.7 259.9
O3 265.5 256.2 245.7 247.9 253.2 244.9

Average 277.6 264.6 256.8 251.5 259.8 -

Young 
Bulls

U3 272.8 263.9 261.0 264.6 259.6 264.4
R3 267.6 252.6 251.6 257.7 252.5 257.5
O3 242.9 233.4 236.7 242.2 241.0 242.5

Average 261.7 241.7 245.8 246.0 248.6 -
Prime Cattle 

Price Reported 7,456 5,929 6,187 4,110 5,779 -

Cows

O3 209.3 214.7 201.9 195.2 211.3 221.7
O4 212.8 213.9 200.5 196.4 216.7 223.7
P2 152.9 178.8 170.2 161.1 163.1 195.2
P3 180.6 195.9 190.6 169.3 193.1 216.2

UU33 CCaattttllee QQuuoottee::
226600pp//kkgg

AAnnsswweerrpphhoonnee SSeerrvviiccee
FFaaccttoorryy QQuuootteess && 

MMaarrtt RReessuullttss 
UUppddaatteedd 55ppmm DDaaiillyy

NNeexxtt wweeeekk’’ss qquuootteess
aavvaaiillaabbllee eeaacchh FFrriiddaayy

TTeell::  002288 99226633 33001111

LAST week prices continued to fall in GB with average steer
and heifer prices down generally in each of the regions.  In
Scotland, the average steer price was down by 1.4p/kg while

the average heifer price fell by nearly 2p/kg.  Similar declines
were evident in England, although there was a much sharper
decline in average heifer prices in Northern England, where
prices were down by nearly 5p/kg compared to the previous
week.  These price declines reflected the trend in NI last week

where prices were also under pressure.  With a broadly weaker
euro, farmgate prices in ROI have had some latitude to increase
and the ROI U3 steer price was up by 3 cents compared to the
previous week.  The ROI U3 heifer price was 2p/kg higher than
the equivalent price in NI.  

ROI & GB Price Comparisons

FFQQAASS HHeellpplliinnee
If you have had a recent
inspection and need help and
advice to rectify any non-
conformances, contact Seamus
on the FQAS helpline:
002288 99226633 33002244 Lamb demand lower in Easter 2010

DDiidd yyoouu kknnooww??

TThhee sseelleenniiuumm iinn bbeeeeff
aanndd llaammbb bboooossttss

iimmmmuunniittyy aanndd hhaass
ppoossssiibbllee aannttii--aaggiinngg

eeffffeeccttss!!

FFoorr mmoorree iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn 
lloogg oonn ttoo wwwwww..llmmccnnii..ccoomm

FFiigguurree 33.. GGBB CCoonnssuummeerr EExxppeennddiittuurree oonn LLaammbb
22000077--22001100 ((FFoouurr WWeeeekkllyy PPeerriiooddss))

FFiigguurree 11.. GGBB RReettaaiill PPrriiccee ooff LLaammbb 
22000077--22001100 ((FFoouurr WWeeeekkllyy PPeerriiooddss))

FFiigguurree 22.. GGBB VVoolluummee DDeemmaanndd ffoorr LLaammbb
22000077--22001100 ((FFoouurr WWeeeekkllyy PPeerriiooddss))
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EARLY this week prices were under pressure in the marts
with lower prices in Omagh over the weekend and reduced
prices in Crumlin and Kilrea on Monday.  Lamb prices were

also down in Saintfield on Tuesday (374-429p/kg) compared to
the previous week (405-452p/kg).  Hoggets are more or less
finished with only Ballymena and Swatragh marts reporting
hogget prices in the last seven days.  

LMC does not guarantee the accuracy
or completeness of any third party
information provided in or included
with this publication. LMC hereby
disclaims any responsibility for error,
omission or inaccuracy in the
information, misinterpretation or any
other loss, disappointment,
negligence or damage caused by
reliance on third party information.

NNoott ffoorr ffuurrtthheerr ppuubblliiccaattiioonn oorr
ddiissttrriibbuuttiioonn wwiitthhoouutt pprriioorr ppeerrmmiissssiioonn

ffrroomm  LLMMCC

CCoonnttaacctt uuss:: 

WWeebbssiittee:: wwwwww..llmmccnnii..ccoomm

TTeelleepphhoonnee:: 002288 99226633 33000000

FFaaxx:: 002288 99226633 33000011

FFQQAASS HHeellpplliinnee:: 002288 99226633 33002244

AAnnsswweerrpphhoonnee:: 002288 99226633 33001111

CCllaassssiiffiiccaattiioonn QQuueerriieess:: 002288 99226633 33001122

TThhiiss wweeeekk ’’ss mmaarrttss

TTeexxtt SSeerrvviiccee
FFrreeee PPrriiccee QQuuootteess sseenntt 
ttoo yyoouurr mmoobbiillee pphhoonnee 

ttwwiiccee wweeeekkllyy
EEmmaaiill -- bbuulllleettiinn@@llmmccnnii..ccoomm 

TTeell::  002288 99226633 33002200

Sheep Prices

EARLY this week, the factories reduced their quotes for spring
lambs following lower prices in the marts over the weekend.
Two plants are quoting 410p and another is quoting 415p.

Lamb supplies are gradually climbing towards higher levels.  Last
week’s kill was 13% higher than the previous week, with nearly
7,000 lambs presented for slaughter.  The mature sheep kill was
also higher last week with 1,500 ewes and rams slaughtered,
63% more than the previous week.  However, overall supplies
continue to lag behind 2009 levels.  

Sheep

NNII AAvveerraaggee WWeeeekkllyy SShheeeepp PPrriiccee ((pp//kkgg CCWW))

NNII LLaammbb // HHooggggeett SSllaauugghhtteerriinnggss ((‘‘000000 hheeaadd ppeerr  wweeeekk))

BBeeeeff mmaarrttss ((££//110000kkgg  lliivveewweeiigghhtt)) ((SSeevveenn DDaayyss EEnnddiinngg 2244//0055//1100))
FFiinniisshheedd CCaattttllee SSttoorree CCaattttllee DDrrooppppeedd CCaallvveess ((££//hheeaadd))

ffrroomm ttoo ffrroomm ttoo ffrroomm ttoo
SStteeeerrss SSttoorree bbuulllloocckkss uupp ttoo 440000kkgg CCoonnttiinneennttaall bbuullll ccaallvveess
1st quality 149 167 1st quality 167 200
2nd quality 130 148 2nd quality 140 166 1st quality 225 340
Friesians 88 123 2nd quality 180 222

SSttoorree bbuulllloocckkss 440000kkgg--550000kkgg
HHeeiiffeerrss 1st quality 158 180 CCoonnttiinneennttaall hheeiiffeerr ccaallvveess
1st quality 153 182 2nd quality 136 157
2nd quality 140 152 1st quality 190 270

SSttoorree bbuulllloocckkss oovveerr 550000kkgg 2nd quality 125 188
BBeeeeff CCoowwss 1st quality 147 172

2nd quality 130 146 FFrriieessiiaann bbuullll ccaallvveess
1st quality 121 144
2nd quality 100 120 SSttoorree hheeiiffeerrss uupp ttoo 445500kkgg 1st quality 118 148

1st quality 155 200 2nd quality 80 116
DDaaiirryy CCoowwss 2nd quality 135 154

HHoollsstteeiinn BBuullll CCaallvveess
1st quality 96 113 SSttoorree hheeiiffeerrss oovveerr 445500kkgg 10 135
2nd quality 70 95 1st quality 135 160

2nd quality 120 134

PPAAIIDD PPRRIICCEESS ((AAvveerraaggee)) PP//KKgg 

WW//EE
0088//0055//22001100

WW//EE
1155//0055//22001100

WW//EE
2222//0055//22001100

NI Liveweight 405.52p 418.37p 409.43p

NI Deadweight 424.27p 434.69p 459.00p

GB Deadweight 431.9p 445.7p 439.1p

NI BEEF INDUSTRY
APRIL SNAPSHOT

THE MARKETS

SSpprriinngg llaammbbss 441100--441155pp//kkgg

LLaammbb QQuuootteess

LLaasstt WWeeddnneessddaayy
1199//0055//1100

TThhiiss WWeeddnneessddaayy
2266//0055//1100

Hoggets 400 - 410p 380p

Spring Lambs 450 - 460p 410 - 415p

* Combined Prices for hoggets and spring lambs

ALL current members of the NI Farm Quality
Assurance Scheme should have by now received
a copy of the new (April 2010 edition) of the Beef

and Lamb Standard and we ask that you make yourself
aware of any new requirements of the Scheme in
advance of your next inspection. Along with the new
standard you will have received a number of useful
documents for your information including the Rules of
Participation and the FQAS newsletter. 

Also included in the recent mailing was the FWAG CALM
Beef and Sheep Carbon Audit which was prepared as a
collaboration between FWAG and LMC.  Carbon auditing
allows producers to assess their fuel and energy usage
and the associated costs of these inputs to their beef
and lamb enterprise and the volume of greenhouse
gases that they consequently emit. Understanding
these inputs and outputs has been driven by the two
key global issues: rising energy costs and climate
change. Completing this audit will allow FQAS
participants an opportunity to gain advice on reducing
emissions and guidance on suitable renewable energy
options relevant to their enterprise.

The completion of this audit is entirely voluntary but it
will help to develop your understanding of carbon
footprints and energy usage. If you can spare the time
to complete the audit template we ask that you return
it to the FQAS office, LMCNI, 31 Ballinderry Road,
Lisburn. BT28 2SL. The information contained in the
returned report will allow you to benchmark your carbon
efficiency against the NI average for FQAS participants.
Any information you submit is entirely confidential, but
will be combined along with other producers’ data to
provide aggregate figures for the NI Industry.

TTaabbllee 11 -- NNII BBeeeeff IInndduussttrryy KKeeyy PPeerrffoorrmmaannccee IInnddiiccaattoorrss -- AApprriill 22000099//1100
AApprriill 22000099 AApprriill 22001100 %% CChhaannggee

FFiinniisshheedd CCaattttllee PPrriicceess  ((pp//kkgg))
Average Prime Cattle Price 267.5 264.7 -1.1%
Average Cow Price 213.1 194.9 -8.5%
Average R3 Steer Price 270.8 269.6 -0.4%
Average R3 Prime Cattle Price ((GGBB)) 286.8 273.6 -4.6%

SSllaauugghhtteerriinnggss
Total Clean Slaughterings (Head) 34,414 39,480 +14.7%
Total Cow Slaughterings  (Head) 5,966 6,087 +2.0%
Average Clean Carcase Weight (kg) 328 328 -
Average Cow Carcase Weight (kg) 304 307 +1.0%

TTrraaddee ((HHeeaadd))
Live Imports for Direct Slaughter 4,823 4,903 +1.7%
Live Exports for Direct Slaughter 1,308 814 -37.8%

AAvvaaiillaabbiilliittyy ((HHeeaadd))
No. Cattle on the Ground between 12-30 months 571,950 556,654 -2.7%
Of which: Beef Sired 434,212 390,669 -10.0%

Dairy Sired (Male) 30,511 47,666 +56.2%
CCaallff BBiirrtthhss RReeggiissttrraattiioonnss ((HHeeaadd))

Calf Births 63,176 58,940 -6.7%
Of which: Beef Sired 47,609 44,550 -6.4%

Dairy Sired (Male) 7,682 7,015 -8.7%
EEuurroo // SSttgg EExxcchhaannggee RRaattee ((€€ // ££)) 89.76 87.46 -2.6%

THIS month the Bulletin is providing a set of
vital statistics on the state of the beef industry
in NI.   These are provided in Table 1 above,

and the purpose is to allow comparison of various
key performance indicators in April 2010 compared
to the same month last year.  This should provide

producers with a useful quick reference to key
information on prices, comparison with GB, factory
throughput and cattle availability.  

We intend to publish this information on an ongoing
monthly basis.

FQAS Corner:
Voluntary Beef and
Sheep Carbon Audit

SSHHEEEEPP MMAARRTT PPRRIICCEESS SSEEVVEENN DDAAYYSS EENNDDEEDD 2255//0055//22001100

HHooggggeettss SSpprriinngg LLaammbbss

NNoo.. FFrroomm TToo NNoo.. FFrroomm TToo

Wednesday Ballymena 124 290 379 476 390 439

Newtownstewart 228 410 440

Markethill 700 400 431

Thursday Downpatrick 220 395 438

Saturday Hilltown 200 390 405

Swatragh 80 274 330 350 356 417

Omagh 246 379 405

Monday Crumlin 520 385 412

Kilrea 500 390 406

Tuesday Saintfield 586 374 429

Rathfriland 702 370 405


