
OVER the last year there has been continuing
debate as to the reasons behind the price
differential between NI and GB.  At times the

price differential has been between 40-50p/kg for
certain grades and this has caused much concern
among producers.  This differential still exists in
2010 and in early January the difference in price
between NI and Scotland for R4 grade steers was
35p/kg.  A few producers have taken a very logical
approach to this price differential and instead of
marketing their cattle in NI, have slaughtered their
cattle in GB, thereby availing of the better price
available there.  
In 2009, over 10,000 head of cattle were exported to
GB for direct slaughter.  This represents just under
200 head per week, or approximately 7 lorry loads.
This figure was up from just under 6,000 head in
2007 and 7,500 head in 2008 (Figure 1).  Around
40% of these cattle were exported in the last quarter
of 2009, a trend consistent with previous years.  This
means that in October, November and December
2009 an average of 300 head per week were being
exported from NI to plants in GB.  What is notable
however, is that this trend has continued into 2010,
with almost 1,000 cattle being transported across
the Irish Sea for direct slaughter in the first four
weeks of the year.  This represents a marked change
from the trend in 2006-2009 when the level of
exports to GB for the whole of January was typically
less than 400 head. This may concern processors
who will not want to see an emerging trend of cattle
being exported on the hoof to GB whenever domestic
supplies are already tight.  However, with such a
consistently  wide differential between prices here
and prices in GB, it is only logical that producers in a
position to export to GB, do so.  

Coupled with this increase in exports to GB plants, is
the voluntary cessation of cattle imports for direct
slaughter from GB by the NI plants, due to concerns
about Blue Tongue.  Only 33 head were imported by
the NI plants from GB in 2009 (the majority, 28, in
the first quarter), down from more than 11,000 head
in 2008.  This means that in 2009, the NI industry
exported more finished cattle to GB than it imported
from GB.  The opposite was the case in 2008 (Note:
Figure 2 shows totals for GB and ROI together).
This trend of increased exports to GB comes against
a backdrop of an increase in imports for direct
slaughter from ROI.  Last year, 36,000 cattle were
imported by NI plants from ROI, 2.5 times the
number of finished cattle imported from ROI in 2008.
This level of imports represented 8% of the total kill,

compared to 6% in 2008. In the final quarter of
2009, imports from ROI seemed to tail off.  However,
in the first four weeks of 2010, there is evidence that
this trade is regaining momentum, with over 700
head of finished cattle imported from ROI last week.  
This increase in imports from ROI in 2009 coincided
with a reduction in exports for direct slaughter to ROI
by NI producers, with numbers down by 50 per cent
in 2009 compared to 2008(Figure 1).  This trade
remains sluggish in the first four weeks of 2010.  
From an overall perspective, the high level of imports
from ROI meant that NI was a net importer of
finished cattle in 2009.  Around 19,000 head were
imported on balance when all imports and exports
of finished cattle to and from GB and ROI are taken
into account (Figure 2).   
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All reported prices and quotes based on the UK C/W.

THIS week the factories are quoting 266-268p/kg for U3
steers and heifers.  This means that cattle killing in the
gold box will be returning up to 276p/kg.  These quotes

are down slightly at the top end, with some plants having
quoted 270p/kg last week. 

Last week’s average reported price for U3 steers was 271p/kg
while U3 heifers returned 275p/kg.  The differential between
heifers and steers is explained by the fact that more heifers
than steers are killing “in spec”. 

Last week the average price of steers in NI was 263p/kg while
heifers averaged 265p/kg.  These prices were down by about
a penny from the previous week, probably due to a slight
improvement in availability in the last few weeks.  

Looking at individual grades, there wasn’t much movement in
the U3 price for steers or heifers although the U3 young bull
price was up by a penny.  As has been typical in recent weeks,
there were some sharp movements in the average prices paid
for cattle grading at fat class 2.  The average reported price of
R2 heifers was 268p/kg, up by 7p/kg from the previous week
and the U2 steer price was down by 3p/kg.  O+2 heifer prices
were down by 6p/kg.

Diary Dates

Comments:
bulletin@lmcni.com

Notes: 
(i) Prices are p/kg Sterling - ROI prices converted at 1 Euro= 89.25p Stg. 
(ii)Shading indicates a reduction on price reported in the previous bulletin. 
Further explanatory notes on these tables are available on request. 

Cattle

NNII CClleeaann CCaattttllee SSllaauugghhtteerriinnggss ((‘‘000000 hheeaadd ppeerr  wweeeekk))

NNII AAvveerraaggee WWeeeekkllyy CClleeaann CCaattttllee PPrriiccee ((pp//kkgg CCWW))

Increased exports of finished cattle
to GB in 2009

2007/2008 prices adjusted to provide a like-for-like comparison with
prices calculated under the new UK Dressing Specification. 

CCaattttllee QQuuootteess
LLaasstt WWeeeekk
2200//0011//1100

TThhiiss WWeeeekk
2277//0011//1100

U3 266p - 270p            
+ 8p bonus for in spec

266p - 268p 
+ 8p bonus for in spec

R3 260p - 264p
+ 8p bonus for in spec

260p - 262p
+ 8p bonus for in spec

O+3 254p - 258p
+ 8p bonus for in spec

254p - 256p
+ 8p bonus for in spec

Cows 200 - 214p 200 - 214p

PPrriicceess ((SStteeeerrss aanndd hheeiiffeerrss ccoommbbiinneedd))
WW//EE 

0099//0011//1100
WW//EE 

1166//0011//1100
WW//EE 

2233//0011//1100
U3 272.5p 272.9p 273.0p
R3 268.0p 268.5p 269.2p

O+3 262.3p 262.9p 262.6p

LLoovvee BBeeeeff WWeeeekk 
8-14 February 2010

THE MARKETS

The NI Cattle Prices Table has been amended to include more detail with prices for a
wider range of grades provided.  If you need further information on prices contact the
LMC Technical Department on 028 9263 3000.

NI CATTLE PRICES (W/E 23/01/2010)
Steers Heifers Young Bulls Cows

U2 268.8 272.8 261.7 -
U3 270.8 275.2 263.6 218.5
U4L 262.7 268.0 257.5 223.9
R2 264.9 268.0 256.8 215.3
R3 268.3 270.1 258.6 221.4
R4L 263.1 263.9 255.7 219.8
O+2 258.3 250.4 250.9 211.4
O+3 263.8 261.4 253.4 215.0
O+4L 263.3 258.3 250.9 215.2

O3 253.0 252.7 248.9 203.1
O4L 251.4 250.2 246.0 205.0
P+2 - - - 169.9
P+3 - - - 189.2

Average 263.2 265.3 256.0 194.3

UK & ROI CATTLE PRICES (W/E 16/01/2010)

Scotland 
Northern 
England

Midlands 
& Wales

Southern
England 

Northern 
Ireland

Rep of 
Ireland

Steers

U3 297.7 294.6 292.8 286.1 270.6 264.9
R3 294.1 287.4 282.3 276.5 267.4 254.6
R4 296.6 295.1 283.3 275.6 262.1 253.2
O3 280.1 277.2 268.7 266.5 257.7 239.4

Average 294.6 287.9 279.6 269.7 264.3 -

Heifers

U3 299.7 295.1 286.8 288.6 275.2 270.4
R3 294.3 286.2 281.0 279.5 269.6 260.7
R4 296.0 287.6 281.3 277.8 264.8 261.4
O3 275.5 275.3 272.0 265.8 260.3 245.3

Average 293.9 283.3 277.8 271.6 266.0 -

Young 
Bulls

U3 288.3 276.0 279.8 286.6 262.9 264.0
R3 281.9 271.7 274.7 277.2 258.2 257.4
O3 260.0 253.4 261.5 264.8 250.1 244.4

Average 270.3 261.6 264.7 263.8 255.5 -
Prime Cattle 

Price Reported 7,427 5,935 5,812 3,557 6,035 -

Cows

O3 196.5 207.0 190.5 190.2 205.6 208.0
O4 196.5 208.8 192.3 191.9 212.8 210.1
P2 142.3 170.7 155.3 158.1 165.1 176.3
P3 154.5 190.7 163.8 172.1 190.2 200.3

SSttaabbllee pprriicceess rreeppoorrtteedd
llaasstt wweeeekk

AAnnsswweerrpphhoonnee SSeerrvviiccee

FFaaccttoorryy QQuuootteess && 
MMaarrtt RReessuullttss 

UUppddaatteedd 55ppmm DDaaiillyy
NNeexxtt wweeeekk’’ss qquuootteess

aavvaaiillaabbllee eeaacchh FFrriiddaayy

TTeell::  002288 99226633 33001111

PRICES rose in general across the British Isles in the second
week in January having fallen generally in the previous
week.  Scottish U3 steer prices averaged 298p/kg, 27p/kg

higher than the equivalent price in NI.  The differential between
average steer prices was even wider at 30p/kg.  The sharpest
price increases meanwhile came in England.  In Northern
England the U3 steer price was up by 5p/kg to 295p/kg, closing
the differential between the price there and the price in Scotland.

In ROI prices were generally stable, with 2c/kg increases for R3
and R4 steers.  Last week we reported that the gap between ROI
and NI U3 heifer prices had narrowed to less than a penny in the
first week of January.  With the ROI U3 heifer price down by
1.5c/kg and the euro under pressure, a differential of 5p/kg re-
emerged in the second week of the month.  

RoI and GB price comparisons

FFQQAASS HHeellpplliinnee
If you have had a recent
inspection and need help and
advice to rectify any non-
conformances, contact Seamus
on the FQAS helpline:
002288 99226633 33002244

FFiigguurree 11.. EExxppoorrttss ooff NNII ccaattttllee ffoorr ddiirreecctt ssllaauugghhtteerr 
TToo GGBB aanndd RROOII,, 22000077--22000099 

FFiigguurree 22.. NNII IImmppoorrttss aanndd EExxppoorrttss CCaattttllee ffoorr DDiirreecctt
SSllaauugghhtteerr,, ttoo//ffrroomm GGBB aanndd RROOII,, 22000077--22000099 
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LAST week there was a dip in prices around the marts with
greater numbers through the rings and a 25 per cent
reduction in exports to ROI.  This week however, prices have

recovered somewhat with fewer numbers reported in some
marts.  Prices were up in Kilrea, where numbers were down to
740 head following the very large show of 1,300 hoggets last
Monday.  The price in Saintfield of 347-407p/kg was
considerably better than last week when they reported a price of
330-381p/kg.  Again, numbers were down by 200 head. 

LMC does not guarantee the accuracy
or completeness of any third party
information provided in or included
with this publication. LMC hereby
disclaims any responsibility for error,
omission or inaccuracy in the
information, misinterpretation or any
other loss, disappointment,
negligence or damage caused by
reliance on third party information.

NNoott ffoorr ffuurrtthheerr ppuubblliiccaattiioonn oorr
ddiissttrriibbuuttiioonn wwiitthhoouutt pprriioorr ppeerrmmiissssiioonn

ffrroomm LLMMCC

CCoonnttaacctt uuss:: 

WWeebbssiittee:: wwwwww..llmmccnnii..ccoomm

TTeelleepphhoonnee:: 002288 99226633 33000000

FFaaxx:: 002288 99226633 33000011

FFQQAASS HHeellpplliinnee:: 002288 99226633 33002244

AAnnsswweerrpphhoonnee:: 002288 99226633 33001111

CCllaassssiiffiiccaattiioonn QQuueerriieess:: 002288 99226633 33001122

TThhiiss wweeeekk ’’ss mmaarrttss

TTeexxtt SSeerrvviiccee
FFrreeee PPrriiccee QQuuootteess sseenntt 
ttoo yyoouurr mmoobbiillee pphhoonnee 

ttwwiiccee wweeeekkllyy
EEmmaaiill -- bbuulllleettiinn@@llmmccnnii..ccoomm 

TTeell::  002288 99226633 33002200

Sheep Prices

THIS week, the factories are quoting 380-390p/kg for
hoggets following reduced quotes at the end of last week.
The increases in quotes reflect increased prices around the

marts where the top prices have exceeded 400p/kg in some
marts this week.  Last week, hogget prices fell sharply in GB,
having peaked at an average of 436p/kg in the previous week.
This reflected the situation in NI where prices also fell, although
the gap between NI and GB prices has narrowed slightly. 

Sheep

NNII AAvveerraaggee WWeeeekkllyy SShheeeepp PPrriiccee ((pp//kkgg CCWW))

NNII SShheeeepp SSllaauugghhtteerriinnggss ((‘‘000000 hheeaadd ppeerr  wweeeekk))

BBeeeeff mmaarrttss ((££//110000kkgg  lliivveewweeiigghhtt)) ((SSeevveenn DDaayyss EEnnddiinngg 2255//0011//1100))
FFiinniisshheedd CCaattttllee SSttoorree CCaattttllee DDrrooppppeedd CCaallvveess ((££//hheeaadd))

ffrroomm ttoo ffrroomm ttoo ffrroomm ttoo
SStteeeerrss SSttoorree bbuulllloocckkss uupp ttoo 440000kkgg CCoonnttiinneennttaall bbuullll ccaallvveess
1st quality 145 171 1st quality 160 221
2nd quality 128 145 2nd quality 135 163 1st quality 220 385
Friesians 110 126 2nd quality 120 282

SSttoorree bbuulllloocckkss 440000kkgg--550000kkgg
HHeeiiffeerrss 1st quality 153 191 CCoonnttiinneennttaall hheeiiffeerr ccaallvveess
1st quality 150 180 2nd quality 130 160
2nd quality 130 149 1st quality 160 385

SSttoorree bbuulllloocckkss oovveerr 550000kkgg 2nd quality 100 198
BBeeeeff CCoowwss 1st quality 142 180

2nd quality 125 141 FFrriieessiiaann bbuullll ccaallvveess
1st quality 110 148
2nd quality 95 116 SSttoorree hheeiiffeerrss uupp ttoo 445500kkgg 1st quality 75 195

1st quality 140 178 2nd quality 45 98
DDaaiirryy CCoowwss 2nd quality 126 152

HHoollsstteeiinn BBuullll CCaallvveess
1st quality 95 118 SSttoorree hheeiiffeerrss oovveerr 445500kkgg 5 100
2nd quality 48 94 1st quality 148 176

2nd quality 128 145

PPAAIIDD PPRRIICCEESS ((AAvveerraaggee)) PP//KKgg 
WW//EE 

0099//0011//1100
WW//EE 

1166//0011//1100
WW//EE 

2233//0011//1100

NI Liveweight 358.6p 357.4p 347.2p

NI Deadweight 399.0p 416.0p 394.1p

GB Deadweight 419.0p 435.5p 410.1p

HHooggggeett qquuootteess 338800--339900pp//kkgg

Slow progress in gaining access
to non-EU markets

THE MARKETS

IN OCTOBER 2008 the United Kingdom Export
Certification Partnership (UKECP) was set up as a
three year pilot project with the aim of developing the

access of the UK livestock industry to non-EU
countries.   

Access to many of these markets was effectively
stopped due to the outbreak of BSE (1996) and foot
and mouth (2001) with hundreds of export health
certificates put on hold due to the restrictions imposed
by other countries.  The aim of the UKECP is to
facilitate the re-establishment of the trade of UK
animals and animal products to these non-EU markets.  

LMC has contributed a small amount of funding
towards UKECP’s operations, along with the other UK
levy bodies.  Last October the UKECP published its 1st
year review which contains information about what
they  have achieved to date.  These achievements
include:
• 

• 

• 

• 

While it is clear that progress has been made, it has
come from a very low base and the number of
countries accepting imports from the UK remains
limited.  Some progress has been made with Hong
Kong accepting prime beef, but the other markets that
have opened their borders to UK beef, French
Polynesia, Ghana and Bermuda are hardly key target
markets for the NI industry, although they may be
useful for “fifth quarter” products.   Key markets in the
Far East, Middle East and Russia  remain closed to UK
beef and it looks like gaining access to these markets
will be a longer process, but one which is worth
pursuing.  

There has been slightly more success in gaining access
to “third country” exports for sheep, with UK
sheepmeat now approved for export to some useful
markets in the Middle East and Singapore.   

LLaammbb QQuuootteess

WW//EE 
2200//0011//1100

WW//EE 
2277//0011//1100

Hoggets 380 - 390p 380 - 390p

ON TUESDAY the Treasury announced that
the UK was finally out of recession.  This
is welcome news as Britain’s economic

recovery had lagged behind the world’s other
leading economies.  This announcement had a
positive impact on the pound which has been
staging a recovery of its own in recent weeks.
An economic recovery should be positive for
prime beef demand, but most farmers will
recognise the benefits the weak pound has had
for the industry and will be hoping the recovery
of the pound is a short term trend.  NI’s
competitiveness in the GB retail beef market
has been driven to some extent by the
weakness of the pound versus the euro which
has made ROI beef relatively more expensive
than NI beef.   This helped drive demand for NI
beef and put ROI farmgate prices under some
pressure.  Sterling’s recent rally has seen the
Euro fall in value from 91p on 1st December
2009 to less than 87p this Wednesday.  In mid-
October it was worth 94p, so there has been a
7p swing in the space of three months.  This
development has coincided with farmgate beef
prices rising by about 20c in the space of a
month in ROI.  The impact of currency on
farmgate prices is illustrated in the table below.
While sterling currently seems to be on an
upward trajectory, it is important to note that
currency trends are notoriously difficult to
predict and it is very possible that this is indeed,
only a short-term trend. 

Euro worth 87p

The re-establishment of the meat trade to Hong
Kong, Japan and Korea which has seen exports
pick up significantly in both volume and value with
global 'Far East' exports increasing by 7,500
tonnes and £5.5 million pounds in the year to July
2009 vs 2008.  It is important to note, however,
that much of this success was in the pig sector. 

A sharp increase in exports of beef to non-EC
countries, albeit from a very low base. Exports
have increased by 200 per cent from 502 to
1,547 tonnes.  Although this represents only three
per cent of total exports, UKECP regard this as
“quite high value business” and estimate its worth
at £5 million (£3.8 million up on 2008). New
markets in Hong Kong have played an important
part in this growth. 

Exports of sheep meat have increased sharply
with access to new markets.  Exports to non-EU
countries is up by 165% from 593 tonnes to 1,574
tonnes.  Again this is high value business with the
value of these exports rising from £1.8 million last
year to £5.8 million in 2009.  These figures have
been driven by UKECP successes in the Middle
East (primarily UAE).
Cattle semen exports grew 50% last year, to one
million units. The split of UK bovine semen
exports between EU countries and non-EU is
approximately 50:50, with the UK shipping to
some 35 countries.  Total value of sales are
estimated at £10 million per year and all this is
'new money' to the industry that didn't exist in
2007.  Dairy bull semen sales exceed beef in
quantity and value.

RROOII UU33 HHeeiiffeerr PPrriiccee iinn SStteerrlliinngg TTeerrmmss
((330000kkgg CCWW)) BBaasseedd oonn ccoonnssttaanntt 

pprriiccee ooff 330011cceennttss//kkgg
1133 OOcctt 11 DDeecc 2266 JJaann

Euro Worth 94.1p 90.9p 87.3p
Price 283.2p 273.6p 262.8p
Carcase Value £850 £821 £788

SSHHEEEEPP MMAARRTT PPRRIICCEESS SSEEVVEENN DDAAYYSS EENNDDEEDD 2266//0011//22001100

LLaammbbss

NNoo.. FFrroomm TToo

Wednesday Ballymena 1102 325 371

Enniskillen 402 360 376

Newtownstewart 167 342 384

Markethill 550 340 370

Saturday Hilltown 420 357 419

Swatragh 854 337 398

Omagh 622 364 407

Monday Crumlin 720 340 386

Kilrea 740 364 395

Gortin 554 370 410

Tuesday Saintfield 584 347 407

Lisahally 390 368 400

Rathfriland 323 358 397


