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VER the last year there has been continuing

debate as to the reasons behind the price

dlfferentlal between NI and GB. At times the
price differential has been between 40-50p/kg for
certain grades and this has caused much concern
among producers. This differential still exists in
2010 and in early January the difference in price
between NI and Scotland for R4 grade steers was
35p/kg. A few producers have taken a very logical
approach to this price differential and instead of
marketing their cattle in NI, have slaughtered their
cattle in GB, thereby availing of the better price
available there.
In 2009, over 10,000 head of cattle were exported to
GB for direct slaughter. This represents just under
200 head per week, or approximately 7 lorry loads.
This figure was up from just under 6,000 head in
2007 and 7,500 head in 2008 (Figure 1). Around
40% of these cattle were exported in the last quarter
of 2009, a trend consistent with previous years. This
means that in October, November and December
2009 an average of 300 head per week were being
exported from NI to plants in GB. What is notable
however, is that this trend has continued into 2010,
with almost 1,000 cattle being transported across
the Irish Sea for direct slaughter in the first four
weeks of the year. This represents a marked change
from the trend in 2006-2009 when the level of
exports to GB for the whole of January was typically
less than 400 head. This may concern processors
who will not want to see an emerging trend of cattle
being exported on the hoof to GB whenever domestic
supplies are already tight. However, with such a
consistently wide differential between prices here
and prices in GB, it is only logical that producers in a
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Increased exports of finished cattle
to GB in 2009

Coupled with this increase in exports to GB plants, is
the voluntary cessation of cattle imports for direct
slaughter from GB by the NI plants, due to concerns
about Blue Tongue. Only 33 head were imported by
the NI plants from GB in 2009 (the majority, 28, in
the first quarter), down from more than 11,000 head
in 2008. This means that in 2009, the NI industry
exported more finished cattle to GB than it imported
from GB. The opposite was the case in 2008 (Note:
Figure 2 shows totals for GB and ROI together).

This trend of increased exports to GB comes against
a backdrop of an increase in imports for direct
slaughter from ROI. Last year, 36,000 cattle were
imported by NI plants from ROI, 2.5 times the
number of finished cattle imported from ROl in 2008.
This level of imports represented 8% of the total Kill,

Figure 1. Exports of NI cattle for direct slaughter
To GB and ROI, 2007-2009
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compared to 6% in 2008. In the final quarter of
2009, imports from ROl seemed to tail off. However,
in the first four weeks of 2010, there is evidence that
this trade is regaining momentum, with over 700
head of finished cattle imported from ROI last week.
This increase in imports from ROl in 2009 coincided
with a reduction in exports for direct slaughter to ROI
by NI producers, with numbers down by 50 per cent
in 2009 compared to 2008(Figure 1). This trade
remains sluggish in the first four weeks of 2010.
From an overall perspective, the high level of imports
from ROl meant that NI was a net importer of
finished cattle in 2009. Around 19,000 head were
imported on balance when all imports and exports
of finished cattle to and from GB and ROI are taken
into account (Figure 2).

Figure 2. NI Imports and Exports Cattle for Direct
Slaughter, to/from GB and ROI, 2007-2009
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Sheep Prices
Finished Cattle Store Cattle Dropped Calves (£/head)
from to from to from to
Steers Store bullocks up to 400kg Continental bull calves Lamb Quotes
1st quality 145 171 1st quality 160 221
2nd quality 128 145 2nd quality 135 163 1st quality 220 385 W/E W/E
Friesians 110 126 2nd quality 120 282 20/01/10 27/01/10
Store bullocks 400kg-500kg
Heifers 1st quality 153 191 Continental heifer calves Hoggets 380 - 390p 380 - 390p
1st quality 150 180 2nd quality 130 160
2nd quality 130 149 1st quality 160 385
Store bullocks over 500kg 2nd quality 100 198 | PAID PRICES (Average) P/Kg |
Beef Cows 1st quality 142 180 W/E W/E W/E
2nd quality 125 141 Friesian bull calves 09/01/10 16/01/10 23/01/10
1st quality 110 148
2nd quality 95 116 Store heifers up to 450kg 1st quality 75 195 NI Liveweight 358.6p 357.4p 347.2p
. 1st qualit'y 140 178 2nd quality 45 98 NI Deadweight 399.0p 416.0p 394.1p
Dairy Cows 2nd quality 126 152
Holstein Bull Calves GB Deadweight 419.0p 435.5p 410.1p
1st quality 95 118 Store heifers over 450kg 5 100
2nd quality 48 94 1st quality 148 176 | SHEEP MART PRICES SEVEN DAYS ENDED 26/01/2010 |
2nd quality 128 145
Lambs
NI Sheep Slaughterings (‘000 head per week) Hogget quotes 380-390p/kg Wednesday ~ Ballymena 1102 325 371
2 e o THIS week, the factories are quoting 380-390p/kg for Enniskillen 402 360 376
. i - ) hoggets following reduced quotes at the end of last week.
R Ii":'q"ln"“- Vo Tl The increases in quotes reflect increased prices around the Newtownstewart 167 342 384
I Ry marts where the top prices have exceeded 400p/kg in some )
_ T [Ii marts this week. Last week, hogget prices fell sharply in GB, Markethill 5580 340 870
i having peaked at an average of 436p/kg in the previous week. Saturday Hilltown 420 357 419
This reflected the situation in NI where prices also fell, although
the gap between NI and GB prices has narrowed slightly. Swatragh 854 337 398
O J4 F Wl & W J J A 5 O N O ;
NI Average Weekly Sheep Price (p/kg CW) Omagh 622 364 207
This week$ marts 4200 1 UL UL Mo Monday Crumlin 720 340 386
AST week there was a dip in prices around the marts with 330 4 Fa T )
Lgreater numbers through the rings and a 25 per cent 440 -~ J".E ; Kilrea 740 364 395
reduction in exports to ROI. This week however, prices have o < O o Gortin 554 370 410
recovered somewhat with fewer numbers reported in some L Iy : - i
marts. Prices were up in Kilrea, where numbers were down to 0 4~ ! T R Tuesday Saintfield 584 347 407
740 head following the very large show of 1,300 hoggets last Tl
Monday. The price in Saintfield of 347-407p/kg was = Lisahally 390 368 400
considerably better than last week when they reported a price of 130 .
330-381p/kg. Again, numbers were down by 200 head. O J F M &K JJ i 20 H oD Rathfriland 323 358 397




