
FIGURES for calf birth registrations show that calf
production has stabilised in NI over the first half
of the year, compared to the previous year, with

Limousin remaining the most common terminal sire
breed. 

Recent years have been characterised by a steady
decline in beef-sired calf registrations in NI, with a
substantial drop in the number of Limousin and
Charolais sired births (Figure 2).  By contrast, over
recent years there has been an increase in the
number of calves sired by dairy bulls.  However, data
for the first half of 2010 shows a change in this
trend, with beef-sired calf births consistent with
2009 levels and calf production from dairy bulls
reduced slightly in the first half of 2010, compared
with the same period last year (Figure 1).  

The beef industry will welcome any stemming of the
decline in beef-sired calf registrations.  The
stabilisation may reflect improved confidence in the
industry early last year and this may have prompted
more producers to put cows back into calf or put
heifers to the bull.  Whether the stabilisation in calf
numbers is maintained into 2011 will depend
somewhat on confidence this year, which is bound
to be dented by lower finished prices - although store
prices remain resilient.  

Stabilisation of beef-sired calf registrations will

certainly be welcomed by the processing sector
where reduced throughput of steers / heifers has
been a concern over recent years.  However, this
year’s births will have little impact on steer / heifer
slaughter numbers in 2011.  It is likely that
throughput of NI born cattle will be reduced next year
due to the decline in birth registrations in 2008/09.  

There has been a significant uplift in the number of
young bulls slaughtered in the first half of 2010, and
one reason for this has been the gradual increase in
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All reported prices and quotes based on the UK Dressing Spec.

ON Wednesday, the factories were quoting a base price of
252-256p/kg for U3 steers and heifers.  Within this range,
only one plant was quoting 252p/kg citing weaker

demand.  All of the other plants are quoting either 254-256p/kg
for steers and heifers.  

Last week’s reported prices show that U3 steer prices were
down by 0.4p/kg compared to the previous week.  U3 heifer
prices, by contrast, were up by 0.7p/kg.  In general however,
steer and heifer prices were lower than the previous week, with
the average steer price 1.3p/kg lower and the average heifer
price nearly 3.5p/kg lower.  Average young bull prices were
unchanged last week, although the price paid for U3 young bulls
was nearly 1p/kg lower than the previous week’s price.  Having
fallen sharply in the week commencing 12th July, cow prices
staged a recovery last week, with prices up by 5.5p/kg on
average on the previous week.  Last week’s reported price for
U4L cows was 222p/kg, 8p more than the previous week.  This
week’s quotes remain unchanged at 200-214p/kg.  

Numbers have tightened up in recent weeks, with the young bull
kill well reduced.  Last week (w/e 24 July), the prime cattle kill
was 5,420 head, 26% lower than the week ending 10 July when
the equivalent figure was 7,366 head.  

Information

Comments:
bulletin@lmcni.com

Notes: 
(i) Prices are p/kg Sterling - ROI prices converted at 1 Euro=84.30p Stg. 
(ii)Shading indicates a reduction on price reported in the previous bulletin. 
Further explanatory notes on these tables are available on request. 

Cattle

NNII CClleeaann CCaattttllee SSllaauugghhtteerriinnggss ((‘‘000000 hheeaadd ppeerr  wweeeekk))

NNII AAvveerraaggee WWeeeekkllyy CClleeaann CCaattttllee PPrriiccee ((pp//kkgg CCWW))

2007/2008 prices adjusted to provide a like-for-like comparison with
prices calculated under the new UK Dressing Specification. 

CCaattttllee QQuuootteess
LLaasstt WWeeeekk
2211//0077//1100

TThhiiss WWeeeekk
2288//0077//1100

U3 254 - 256p  
+ 8p bonus for in spec

252 - 256p  
+ 8p bonus for in spec

R3 248 - 250p
+ 8p bonus for in spec

246 - 250p
+ 8p bonus for in spec

O+3 242 - 244p
+ 8p bonus for in spec

240 - 244p
+ 8p bonus for in spec

Cows 200 - 214p 200 - 214p

PPrriicceess ((SStteeeerrss aanndd hheeiiffeerrss ccoommbbiinneedd))
WW//EE 

1100//0077//1100
WW//EE 

1177//0077//1100
WW//EE 

2244//0077//1100
U3 261.6p 260.5p 260.6p
R3 257.5p 258.6p 256.4p

O+3 251.2p 252.2p 250.5p

THE MARKETS

The NI Cattle Prices Table has been amended to include more detail with prices for a
wider range of grades provided.  If you need further information on prices contact the
LMC Technical Department on 028 9263 3000.

UK & ROI CATTLE PRICES (W/E 24/07/2010)

Scotland 
Northern 
England

Midlands 
& Wales

Southern
England 

Northern 
Ireland

Rep of 
Ireland

Steers

U3 281.5 270.6 270.5 260.8 258.2 259.3
R3 277.8 265.3 258.8 255.3 255.4 249.9
R4 280.3 275.2 261.9 253.7 252.0 249.3
O3 260.9 260.6 244.8 242.2 243.0 235.0

Average 277.0 268.0 258.0 248.0 250.3 -

Heifers

U3 283.1 272.9 268.8 264.6 263.0 268.5
R3 273.4 273.4 256.0 252.6 257.3 256.4
R4 278.9 265.0 258.9 252.7 252.8 255.6
O3 254.0 263.2 245.1 241.5 246.3 240.8

Average 275.1 264.7 255.6 246.9 252.2 -

Young 
Bulls

U3 265.6 256.8 259.2 260.8 253.0 262.3
R3 262.3 249.0 249.3 252.1 246.7 252.2
O3 237.7 231.3 230.8 240.6 235.2 238.6

Average 257.9 241.9 244.0 243.6 244.2 -
Prime Cattle 

Price Reported 6,570 5,449 6,384 4,225 4,390 -

Cows

O3 196.0 203.1 189.5 183.9 203.6 200.7
O4 201.4 201.7 191.9 185.4 205.8 203.2
P2 144.6 157.6 151.1 149.2 157.3 168.3
P3 170.0 179.7 170.9 168.5 187.2 196.3

UU33 QQuuoottee:: 225522--225566pp//kkgg

AAnnsswweerrpphhoonnee SSeerrvviiccee
FFaaccttoorryy QQuuootteess && 

MMaarrtt RReessuullttss 
UUppddaatteedd 55ppmm DDaaiillyy

NNeexxtt wweeeekk’’ss qquuootteess
aavvaaiillaabbllee eeaacchh FFrriiddaayy

TTeell::  002288 99226633 33001111

WITH prime cattle prices under pressure in NI last week, it
is notable that prices were also falling elsewhere in the
British Isles.  In Scotland steer and heifer prices were

down by 1.6p/kg and 2.8p/kg respectively.  There were more
significant reductions in Northern England, where the U3 steer
price was down by 6p/kg and the U3 heifer price was reduced by
nearly 9p/kg.  Heifer prices were also significantly lower in the
midlands with average prices down by 3.5p/kg compared to the
previous week.  In ROI last week, U3 steer prices were down by

around 1c/kg compared to the previous week.  Prime cattle
prices were down generally by between 0.5 - 1 c/kg across a
range of grades.  However, with the euro rising in value against
the pound last week, these reductions did not materialise in
sterling terms.  The net result was that U3 steer / heifer prices
in ROI rose by 1 - 2p/kg compared to the previous week.  This
meant that ROI U3 heifer prices were 5.5p/kg higher than in NI.

ROI & GB Price Comparisons

FFQQAASS HHeellpplliinnee
If you have had a recent
inspection and need help and
advice to rectify any non-
conformances, contact Seamus
on the FQAS helpline:
002288 99226633 33002244

Calf birth registrations stabilise in
first half of 2010

DDiidd yyoouu kknnooww??

BBeeeeff aanndd llaammbb aarree
iimmppoorrttaanntt ssoouurrcceess ooff
pprrootteeiinn aanndd BB ggrroouupp

vviittaammiinnss iinncclluuddiinngg BB11,,
BB22,, BB33,, BB66 aanndd BB1122!!

FFoorr mmoorree iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn 
lloogg oonn ttoo wwwwww..llmmccnnii..ccoomm

NI CATTLE PRICES (W/E 24/07/2010)
Steers Heifers Young Bulls Cows

U2 255.1 258.2 251.6 -
U3 258.2 263.0 253.0 221.3
U4L 252.6 256.1 250.0 222.1
R2 250.7 253.0 245.2 206.8
R3 255.4 257.3 246.7 218.2
R4L 251.9 253.9 242.3 217.9
O+2 241.6 240.8 240.3 170.7
O+3 251.4 249.6 241.5 215.6
O+4L 250.7 245.9 226.0 216.5
O4L 240.7 235.4 0.0 198.3
P+2 - - - 165.9
P+3 - - - 189.2

Average 250.3 252.2 244.2 191.2

FFiigguurree 22.. CCaallff BBiirrtthh RReeggiissttrraattiioonnss bbyy MMoosstt CCoommmmoonn BBrreeeedd ((SSiirree))
JJaannuuaarryy -- JJuunnee,, 22000077 --22001100
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FFiigguurree 11.. TToottaall CCaallff BBiirrtthh RReeggiissttrraattiioonnss bbyy BBrreeeedd TTyyppee ((SSiirree))
JJaannuuaarryy -- JJuunnee,, 22000077 --22001100

Continued on next page
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THE mart trade has been brisk in the early part of the week
with some very strong prices being reported.  In
Rathfriland on Tuesday the price ranged from 318-

390p/kg, up from last week’s price of 308-362p/kg.  Prices
were also stronger in Saintfield at 325-360p/kg, up from last
Tuesday’s price of 312-345p/kg.  The ewe trade remains firm
with 200 head sold in Rathfriland to a top of £98, with top
prices also exceeding £90 in Kilrea and Crumlin on Monday.  

LMC does not guarantee the accuracy
or completeness of any third party
information provided in or included
with this publication. LMC hereby
disclaims any responsibility for error,
omission or inaccuracy in the
information, misinterpretation or any
other loss, disappointment,
negligence or damage caused by
reliance on third party information.

NNoott ffoorr ffuurrtthheerr ppuubblliiccaattiioonn oorr
ddiissttrriibbuuttiioonn wwiitthhoouutt pprriioorr ppeerrmmiissssiioonn

ffrroomm  LLMMCC

CCoonnttaacctt uuss:: 

WWeebbssiittee:: wwwwww..llmmccnnii..ccoomm

TTeelleepphhoonnee:: 002288 99226633 33000000

FFaaxx:: 002288 99226633 33000011

FFQQAASS HHeellpplliinnee:: 002288 99226633 33002244

AAnnsswweerrpphhoonnee:: 002288 99226633 33001111

CCllaassssiiffiiccaattiioonn QQuueerriieess:: 002288 99226633 33001122

TThhiiss wweeeekk ’’ss mmaarrttss

TTeexxtt SSeerrvviiccee
FFrreeee PPrriiccee QQuuootteess sseenntt 
ttoo yyoouurr mmoobbiillee pphhoonnee 

ttwwiiccee wweeeekkllyy
EEmmaaiill -- bbuulllleettiinn@@llmmccnnii..ccoomm 

TTeell::  002288 99226633 33002200

Sheep Prices

Sheep

NNII AAvveerraaggee WWeeeekkllyy SShheeeepp PPrriiccee ((pp//kkgg CCWW))

NNII LLaammbb // HHooggggeett SSllaauugghhtteerriinnggss ((‘‘000000 hheeaadd ppeerr  wweeeekk))

BBeeeeff mmaarrttss ((££//110000kkgg  lliivveewweeiigghhtt)) ((SSeevveenn DDaayyss EEnnddiinngg 2266//0077//1100))
FFiinniisshheedd CCaattttllee SSttoorree CCaattttllee DDrrooppppeedd CCaallvveess ((££//hheeaadd))

ffrroomm ttoo ffrroomm ttoo ffrroomm ttoo
SStteeeerrss SSttoorree bbuulllloocckkss uupp ttoo 440000kkgg CCoonnttiinneennttaall bbuullll ccaallvveess
1st quality 149 167 1st quality 157 189
2nd quality 130 148 2nd quality 125 144 1st quality 250 325
Friesians 112 130 2nd quality 180 240

SSttoorree bbuulllloocckkss 440000kkgg--550000kkgg
HHeeiiffeerrss 1st quality 141 152 CCoonnttiinneennttaall hheeiiffeerr ccaallvveess
1st quality 162 218 2nd quality 120 140
2nd quality 133 160 1st quality 250 390

SSttoorree bbuulllloocckkss oovveerr 550000kkgg 2nd quality 160 240
BBeeeeff CCoowwss 1st quality 140 152

2nd quality 120 139 FFrriieessiiaann bbuullll ccaallvveess
1st quality 108 139
2nd quality 88 107 SSttoorree hheeiiffeerrss uupp ttoo 445500kkgg 1st quality 100 230

1st quality 150 171 2nd quality 40 98
DDaaiirryy CCoowwss 2nd quality 132 149

HHoollsstteeiinn BBuullll CCaallvveess
1st quality 88 115 SSttoorree hheeiiffeerrss oovveerr 445500kkgg 22 48
2nd quality 62 87 1st quality 142 157

2nd quality 130 141

PPAAIIDD PPRRIICCEESS ((AAvveerraaggee)) PP//KKgg 

WW//EE
1100//0077//22001100

WW//EE
1177//0077//22001100

WW//EE
2244//0077//22001100

NI Liveweight 293.5p 302.6p 319.5

NI Deadweight 320.2p 339.5p 342.1

GB Deadweight 345.8p 349.1p 356.4p

NI BEEF INDUSTRY - 
JUNE SNAPSHOT

THE MARKETS

SSttrroonnggeerr llaammbb ttrraaddee

the number of Holstein / Friesian calf births since
2007.  However, as has been noted on several
occasions in the Bulletin, the increase in the
young bull kill in 2010 has been driven to a large
extent by the cessation of dairy-calf exports to the
continent in 2008, which led to a substantial
increase in the number being reared for domestic
slaughter.

Over the first six months of the year, Limousin
remained the most popular beef sire in NI,
accounting for nearly a quarter of all calf births.
Charolais-sired calves accounted for a fifth of calf
births, while Angus numbers have remained
robust at 11% of all births.  Holstein and Friesian
calves together accounted for 27% of all calf-birth
registrations from January to June 2010.  

Calf birth registrations
stabilise in first half of

2010

LLaammbb QQuuootteess

LLaasstt WWeeeekk 
2211//0077//1100

TThhiiss WWeeeekk 
2288//0077//1100

340 - 350p 350 - 360p

LAMB quotes have firmed significantly in recent weeks with
three plants now quoting 350-360p/kg.  This is up from last
week when quotes were 340-350p/kg.  In early July the plants

were quoting 320p/kg.  The increased price reflects tight supply
(see adjacent chart) and the improvement in GB prices which have
risen by about 10p/kg over the first three weeks of July.  Reported
prices show that NI prices have risen by 22p/kg between the week
ending 10 July and the week ending 24 July. 

NNII BBeeeeff IInndduussttrryy KKeeyy PPeerrffoorrmmaannccee IInnddiiccaattoorrss ((JJuunnee SSnnaappsshhoott))
LLaasstt JJuunnee TThhiiss JJuunnee %% CChhaannggee

FFiinniisshheedd CCaattttllee PPrriicceess  ((pp//kkgg))

Average Prime Cattle Price 268.2 256.3 -4.4%

Average Cow Price 213.1 203.3 -4.6%

Average R3 Steer Price 270.8 262.1 -3.2%

Average R3 Steer Price (GB) 286.1 265.9 -7.1%

SSllaauugghhtteerriinnggss

Total Clean Slaughterings (Head) 23,979 29,219 +21.9%

Total Cow Slaughterings  (Head) 5,266 4,766 -9.5%

Average Clean Carcase Weight (kg) 333 329 -1.2%

Average Cow Carcase Weight (kg) 303 314 +3.9%

TTrraaddee ((HHeeaadd))

Live Imports for Direct Slaughter 1,077 2,608 +142.2%

Live Exports for Direct Slaughter 974 642 -34.1%

AAvvaaiillaabbiilliittyy ((HHeeaadd))

No. Cattle on the Ground* 474,387 446,183 -5.9%

Beef Sired 444,389 400,991 -9.8%

Dairy Sired (Male Only) 29,998 45,192 +50.7%

CCaallff BBiirrtthhss RReeggiissttrraattiioonnss ((HHeeaadd))

Calf Births 49,085 53,310 +8.6%

Beef Sired 39,573 42,974 +8.6%

Dairy Sired (Male Only) 4,607 5,135 +11.5%

SSttgg // EEuurroo EExxcchhaannggee RRaattee ((€€11 == )) 85.7p 82.8p -3.5%

* Aged between 12-30 mths (Beef + Dairy Male Only)

AAllll NNII FFiigguurreess UUnnlleessss OOtthheerrwwiissee SSttaatteedd

Continued from previous page

FFiigguurree 33.. CCaallff BBiirrtthh RReeggiissttrraattiioonnss bbyy SSiirree
PPeerrcceennttaaggee ooff TToottaall CCaallff BBiirrtthhss

JJaannuuaarryy -- JJuunnee 22001100

SSHHEEEEPP MMAARRTT PPRRIICCEESS SSEEVVEENN DDAAYYSS EENNDDEEDD 2277//0077//22001100
LLaammbbss

NNoo.. FFrroomm TToo
Wednesday Ballymena 1742 300 344

Enniskillen 250 315 347
Newtownstewart 650 305 328

Markethill 800 310 348
Thursday Downpatrick 250 309 339

Friday Killeter 400 302 346
Saturday Hilltown 900 332 400

Donemana 922 302 340
Swatragh 768 318 358
Omagh 857 343 393

Monday Crumlin 1248 310 351
Kilrea 550 330 350
Gortin 1470 335 362

Tuesday Saintfield 814 325 360
Lisahally 1052 330 354

Rathfriland 824 318 390
Armoy 674 328 352


