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IGURES for calf birth registrations show that calf
productlon has stabilised in NI over the first half
of the year, compared to the previous year, with
Limousin remaining the most common terminal sire
breed.

Recent years have been characterised by a steady
decline in beef-sired calf registrations in NI, with a
substantial drop in the number of Limousin and
Charolais sired births (Figure 2). By contrast, over
recent years there has been an increase in the
number of calves sired by dairy bulls. However, data
for the first half of 2010 shows a change in this
trend, with beef-sired calf births consistent with
2009 levels and calf production from dairy bulls
reduced slightly in the first half of 2010, compared
with the same period last year (Figure 1).

Figure 1. Total Calf Birth Registrations by Breed Type (Sire)
January - June, 2007 -2010
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Calf birth registrations stabilise in
first half of 2010

The beef industry will welcome any stemming of the
decline in beef-sired calf registrations. The
stabilisation may reflect improved confidence in the
industry early last year and this may have prompted
more producers to put cows back into calf or put
heifers to the bull. Whether the stabilisation in calf
numbers is maintained into 2011 will depend
somewhat on confidence this year, which is bound
to be dented by lower finished prices - although store
prices remain resilient.

Stabilisation of beef-sired calf registrations will
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certainly be welcomed by the processing sector
where reduced throughput of steers / heifers has
been a concern over recent years. However, this
year’s births will have little impact on steer / heifer
slaughter numbers in 2011. It is likely that
throughput of NI born cattle will be reduced next year
due to the decline in birth registrations in 2008/09.

There has been a significant uplift in the number of
young bulls slaughtered in the first half of 2010, and
one reason for this has been the gradual increase in

Continued on next page

Figure 2. Calf Birth Registrations by Most Common Breed (Sire)

January - June, 2007 -2010
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Finished Cattle

Steers

1st quality
2nd quality
Friesians

Heifers

1st quality
2nd quality
Beef Cows

1st quality
2nd quality

Dairy Cows

1st quality
2nd quality

108
88

88
62

to

167
148
130

218
160

139
107

115
87

All NI Figures Unless Otherwise Stated

Store Cattle Dropped Calves (£/head)
from to from to
Store bullocks up to 400kg Continental bull calves
1st quality 157 189
2nd quality 125 144 1st quality 250 325
2nd quality 180 240

Store bullocks 400kg-500kg

1st quality 141 152 Continental heifer calves
2nd quality 120 140

1st quality 250 390
Store bullocks over 500kg 2nd quality 160 240
1st quality 140 152
2nd quality 120 139 Friesian bull calves
Store heifers up to 450kg 1st quality 100 230
1st quality 150 171 2nd quality 40 98
2nd quality 132 149

Holstein Bull Calves
Store heifers over 450kg 22 48
1st quality 142 157
2nd quality 130 141

NI Lamb / Hogget Slaughterings (‘000 head per week)
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with some very strong prices being reported. In

THE mart trade has been brisk in the early part of the week

Rathfriland on Tuesday the price ranged from 318-
390p/kg, up from last week’s price of 308-362p/kg. Prices
were also stronger in Saintfield at 325-360p/kg, up from last
Tuesday’s price of 312-345p/kg. The ewe trade remains firm
with 200 head sold in Rathfriland to a top of £98, with top
prices also exceeding £90 in Kilrea and Crumlin on Monday.

Stronger lamb trade

AMB quotes have firmed significantly in recent weeks with
Lthree plants now quoting 350-360p/kg. This is up from last

week when quotes were 340-350p/kg. In early July the plants
were quoting 320p/kg. The increased price reflects tight supply
(see adjacent chart) and the improvement in GB prices which have
risen by about 10p/kg over the first three weeks of July. Reported
prices show that NI prices have risen by 22p/kg between the week
ending 10 July and the week ending 24 July.

NI Average Weekly Sheep Price (p/kg CW)
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Sheep Prices

| Lamb Quotes |

Last Week This Week
21/07/10 28/07/10
340 - 350p 350 - 360p
L ewemcssmenorie |
W/E W/E W/E
10/07/2010 17/07/2010 24/07/2010
NI Liveweight 293.5p 302.6p 319.5
NI Deadweight 320.2p 339.5p 3421
GB Deadweight 345.8p 349.1p 356.4p
| SHEEP MART PRICES SEVEN DAYS ENDED 27/07/2010 |
Lambs
No. From To
Wednesday Ballymena 1742 300 344
Enniskillen 250 315 347
Newtownstewart 650 305 328
Markethill 800 310 348
Thursday Downpatrick 250 309 339
Friday Killeter 400 302 346
Saturday Hilltown 900 332 400
Donemana 922 302 340
Swatragh 768 318 358
Omagh 857 343 393
Monday Crumlin 1248 310 351
Kilrea 550 330 350
Gortin 1470 335 362
Tuesday Saintfield 814 325 360
Lisahally 1052 330 354
Rathfriland 824 318 390
Armoy 674 328 352




